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Tucson Unified School District 

 

Principals Letter 

Dear Students and Parents: 
 
I hope you find our Sahuaro 
High School Curriculum 
Guide to be both informative 
and useful in planning your 
future academic path. Sa-
huaro High School wants to 
develop a master schedule 
that  is aligned to meet the 
student needs, interest, and 
educational goals.  This 
process is designed to en-
hance and expedite the 
student scheduling process 
and enable Sahuaro High 
School  to build a master 
schedule the will maximize 
our resources to address 
student needs and interest. 

 
Students will need to select 
their top three choices for 
elective classes.  In addition, 
required classes will be 

given preference first.   This 
is an opportunity for stu-
dents, parents and counsel-
ors to build a plan of aca-
demic success for the future.   
I encourage our students to 
challenge themselves aca-
demically and to explore 
new opportunities available 
to them when selecting 
courses.   
This Guide is designed to 
help you plan for your high 
school graduation and be-
yond.  It is very important 
that you make wise deci-
sions regarding the content 
of your schedule.  After 
reviewing the Curriculum 
Guide, you and your parents 
should carefully consider the 
direction of your studies.  
Review your short and long-
term goals, and plan your 
course schedule accord-

ingly. Our counselors are an 
integral part of this registra-
tion process. They will con-
tinue to encourage, chal-
lenge, and advise students. 
The registration process is a 
very important time because 
it allows students to plan, 
have input, and contemplate 
their academic progress in 
school.  We want our stu-
dents to take every advan-
tage of these opportunities. 
 
I wish you the best in the 
coming school year and 
hope you will continue the 
tradition of Sahuaro High 
School.  Best wishes on a 
successful “Cougar” experi-
ence. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sam Giangardella, Principal 

Mission 
The mission of the Tucson Unified 
School District, in partnership with 
parents and the greater community, 
is to assure that each pre-K through 
12th grade student receives an 
engaging, rigorous, and compre-
hensive education. 
Vision 
Tucson Unified School District is a 
professional learning community 
that ensures that every student 
learns, exceeds all expected per-
formance standards, graduates, and 
is able to compete, and to succeed 
in a global economy. 
TUSD's Strategic Priorities Are 
To Ensure That:  

Student achievement is our 

primary focus. 

Professional Learning Commu-

nities exist, and are supported 
at all levels. 

Results are available, ana-

lyzed, and used in all decision-
making. 

Collaboration, courtesy, and 

cooperation are expected from 
everyone. 

Sound strategic and financial 

planning is practiced. 
Organizational Values 
As Tucson Unified School District 
strives for excellence in planning, 
delivering educational programs, 
and decision-making processes, 
and behaviors will be guided by the 
following organizational values.  
We Value: 

Classrooms as the core of 

successful education. 

Diversity through intercultural 

proficiency. 

Each student as an individual 

who will learn. 

Teamwork among students, 

parents, colleagues, and the 
community to achieve common 
goals. 

 
Notice of Nondiscrimination 

Tucson Unified School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, age, or disability in 
admission or access to, or treatment or 
employment in its educational programs 
or activities.  Inquiries concerning Title 
VI, Title VII, Title IX, Section 504, and 
Americans With Disabilities Act may be 
referred to Special Assistant for Compli-
ance, 1010 East 10th Street, Tucson, 
Arizona 85717, (602) 882-2402, or to 
The Office for Civil Rights, U. S. Depart-
ment of Education, 1244 Speer Boule-
vard,  Denver,  Colorado  80204. 



 

 

ACADEMIC PROGRAM 

Sahuaro High School provides a com-
prehensive, challenging educational 
program that will assist students in 
meeting their goals. In addition, we 
offer extracurricular activities that will 
provide for future involvement in their 
lives. All students at Sahuaro are ex-
pected to enroll in six (6) classes each 
year.  In an effort to provide all stu-
dents with the opportunity to be pre-
pared to enter a university upon 
graduation, it is strongly encouraged 
that students plan a rigorous academic 
program, graduating with at least 24 
credits.  This curriculum would include 
4 years of English and math, and sci-
ence, 3 years of social studies, 2 years 
of the same modern language, and one 
year of fine arts or CTE classes.  These 
increased standards mirror require-
ments at our state colleges and univer-
sities that are also raising standards for 
admission.   

It is paramount that students plan their 
four-year curriculum in order to bene-
fit from what each course has to offer. 
At the end of four years here at Sa-
huaro High School, we provide an 
opportunity  for a well-rounded educa-
tion. 

The  four-year plan is designed ONLY 
to meet basic high school graduation 
requirements in Tucson Unified 
School District.  College entrance 
requirements, job skill development, 
and special interests can be included 
within the framework in the elective 
areas.  

HONORS/AP  PROGRAM 

The Accelerated Program at Sahuaro 
High School includes two types of 
courses, Advanced Placement (AP) 
and Honors classes. The Gifted and 
Talented Education (GATE) for 
Freshman English is included in the 
Accelerated Program.  Students and 
their parents who are considering 
entering the Accelerated Program at 
Sahuaro should consider their decision 
carefully.  At each level, the accelerated 
class option is a fundamentally differ-
ent course than its general counterpart.  
From the textbook (college-level in 
some cases), to the experience, to the 
expectations of student capabilities, 
accelerated courses are considerably 
more demanding.  Descriptive phrases 
are listed here to help students and 
parents make the decision whether or 
not to enter the Accelerated Program 
at Sahuaro High School. 

Accelerated Program courses in all 
disciplines have rigorous academic 

demands such as extensive reading, 
analytical writing, long-term projects, 
and/or challenging lab experiences 
as well as high expectations.  These 
courses are designed for the self-
motivated student who is an inde-
pendent learner and requires less 
teacher direction or repetition to 
master difficult material.  Most of 
these classes have prerequisites so 
please check each course description 
carefully before registration. 

Honors Program 

A typical honors student: 

Is an independent learner     

Is self-motivated 

Takes initiative in the learning 
process    

Needs little repetition for mas-
tery of concepts 

Needs little direction     

Is willing to put in the work 
necessary to succeed 

Asks perceptive questions     

Is highly curious 

Tests well      

Enjoys learning      

Is keenly observant      

Reads well above grade level 

Has well-advanced math skills 
for math and science area 
courses 

Has well-advanced skills for 
math and science area courses 

Is a critical thinker. 

Honors courses: 

Offer little or no extra credit. 

Emphasize results over effort. 

Emphasize higher order think-
ing skills such as application, 
analysis, and synthesis over 
simple comprehension. 

Students will need to meet the rigor-
ous demands of the courses and earn 
their grades. A student schedule will 
not be changed simply because his/
her grades are lower than desired 
(see schedule changes).  Additionally, 
students need to understand that 
enrollment in Accelerated Program 
courses or an Honors class is a year-
long commitment.  

Advanced Placement (AP)  

Advanced Placement courses are a 
nationally recognized curriculum.  
This curriculum is designed to be 
college level.  The amount of mate-
rial covered within a year typically 
forces much of the classroom in-

struction to be lecture style. 

In May, AP testes are offered in each 
subject where students, if they score 
well, may earn college credit.  Stu-
dents must pay for the test (about 
$84 for each test) and provide their 
own transportation to the test site.  
College credit is determined by each 
college or university and varies in the 
type and amount of credit.  Students 
should contact the colleges and uni-
versities of their choice for informa-
tion as to whether credit is given and 
if so, on the amount of credit avail-
able. 

Some recent research indicates that 
students with high PSAT, ACT, and 
SAT scores will do well on the Ad-
vanced Placement exams.  The re-
search indicates that these higher 
scores are better predictors of AP 
exam success rather than a student’s 
GPA.. 

SUMMER SCHOOL 

Summer School is intended to supple-

ment the regular school program. The 

benefits include the continuation of 

learning, the opportunity to explore 

and to excel.  Summer School should 

be an alternative to repeating a course 

during the school year.  Registration 

information for summer school is 

available in the counselor's office by 

early March. 

Off Campus Courses 

In certain instances it may be appro-

priate for a student to take a course 

through one of TUSD’s alternative 

programs, Weekend Academy, Pima 

Community College, or an on-line 

course.  All coursework taken outside 

of Sahuaro must have prior approval 

by a student’s counselor and the 

Assistant Principal of Curriculum for 

a student to receive credit and to be 

counted toward a diploma from Sa-

huaro approval by a student’s coun-

selor and the Assistant Principal of 

Curriculum for a student to receive 

credit and to be counted toward a 

diploma from Sahuaro. Students are 

limited to one correspondence course 

in each subject area, with a limit of 

four outside courses during a stu-

dent’s four years in high school. 

Pima Community College 

Classes 

Sahuaro High School students have a 

unique opportunity to access the 
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Sahuaro High School students have a 
unique opportunity to access the 
services of Pima Community College.  
Students can register to attend classes 
at Pima that are offered after school.  
Students can take classes that are 
offered in the traditional classroom 
setting or through the Pima course 
web.  Sahuaro High School is assigned 
to a representative who visits our 
campus on a regular basis.  The Coor-
dinator provides one-on-one advising 
and assistance to streamline Sahuaro 
seniors  into Pima Community Col-
lege.   

THE SIX STEPS TO SUCCESS  

1.  Please see your counselor for the 

registration information. This form 

must be signed by the Assistant Prin-

cipal of Instruction. 

2.  Get Admitted- Get an application 

from your counselor or Pima College. 

3.  Get Assessed 

Assessments are just a way to find out 

what level of educational development 

you have reached so Pima can help 

your progress from there. You may 

take the assessments at the East Cam-

pus, Southeast Learning Center, or the 

Northeast Learning Center.  

4.  Attend  Advising Session 

Only seniors who have previously 

been assessed through Pima are eligi-

ble to attend the general advising 

sessions that take place in March and 

April at the high schools. Here you 

will learn how to interpret your assess-

ment score, and how to prepare to 

attend an orientation session at East 

Campus. 

 5.  Attend an Orientation Session 

Students who participate in the gen-

eral advising sessions will be invited to 

attend a New Student Orientation. 

You will meet with an advisor who 

will help you choose your classes and 

build your schedule. 

6.  Register for Classes  

Once you have completed your sched-

ule you will be able to register for 

those classes before they are open to 

the general public. This is a special 

privilege reserved for high school 

seniors who participate in the Pro-

gram.  
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TUSD Requirements for Graduation – class of 2013, 2014 & 2015 
 
Subject Areas                           Min. Credits 
English/Language Arts    4 
 
Mathematics  
(Algebra I, II & Geometry & 4th credit of Math)  4 
 
Science  
(Biology by end of sophomore year)   3 
 
Social Studies (American Government,                        3     
American History, World History & Economics)  
   
Physical Education          1 
 
Health                          .5 
 
Fine Arts or Career & Technical Education                    1 
 
World Language                          
 
Electives             6.5 
 
Total credits                          23 

Academic Program 

 
 

College Prep Program 
Arizona State Universities 

 
 

 Subject Areas                                Min. Credits 
English/Language Arts                       4 
 
Mathematics                    4 
      
Science                     3 
    
Social Studies                                                               2 
 
Physical Education                         
 
Health                           
 
Fine Arts or Career & Technical Education  1** 
 
 
World Language                        2 
 
Electives                        
 
Total credits                                       23 or more 
 
** Arizona Board of Regents requires one credit of Fine Arts.  
Assured admission to state universities is dependent upon be-
ing ranked in the top 25% of the graduating class, with no defi-
ciencies. 
Passing the reading, writing and math AIMS tests is required for 
graduation. 

 
 

Rigorous College Prep Program 
 
 

 
Subject Areas                           Min. Credits 
English/Language Arts    4 
 
Mathematics      4-5 
 
Science       4-5 
 
Social Studies                   3     
   
Physical Education           
 
Health            
 
Fine Arts or Career & Technical Education                   1** 
 
 
World Language          4-5 
 
Electives             
 
Total credits                         23 or more 
 
** Arizona Board of Regents requires one credit of Fine Arts.  
Assured admission to state universities is dependent upon being 
ranked in the top 25% of the graduating class, with no deficien-
cies. 
Passing the reading, writing and math AIMS tests is required for 
graduation. 



 

 

 GRADUATION REQUIREMENT   

EXCEPTION 

Graduation requirements for students receiving spe-
cial education and who have IEPs will be the same as 
that for students receiving regular education with the 
following exceptions: 

One-course substitution from any required academic 
area may be considered.  The maximum number of 
course substitutions allowed is four. 

The alternative course that will serve as a substitution 
must contain comparable content material. 

Consideration for course waiver will be limited to the 
following: 

Physical Education may be waived for students re-
ceiving special education who are physically, men-
tally, or emotionally unable to complete the require-
ments. The IEP will guide the AIMS test for gradua-
tion requirements.  All exceptional education stu-
dents must take the AIMS test or the alternative 

assessment to the AIMS. 

Students who are physically, mentally, or emotion-
ally incapable of completing or benefiting from 
the course of study prescribed by the Arizona 
Board of Education and Tucson Unified School 
District will be provided an alternative course of 
study developed by the multi-disciplinary confer-
ence/individual education plan committee and will 
satisfy an individualized graduation plan.  Such 
students would receive a diploma upon comple-
tion of their individualized graduation plan. 

OTHER REQUIREMENTS 

Four full years of attendance are required; how-
ever, a student may accelerate his/her educational 
program and graduate without four (4) complete 
years with the approval of the Principal or desig-
nee.   

TRANSFER STUDENTS 

High School credits earned in other schools and 
presented by transfer students toward graduation 

at TUSD shall be evaluated for approval by the 
high school principal.  The principal may make 
exceptions to the specific graduations require-
ments provided that: The student has done satis-
factory work since the date of transfer; 

The student has been unable to meet the specific 
requirements due to conditions beyond his/her 
control; and The student would have graduated 
from the other school if he or she had not trans-
ferred. All such exceptions to the established 
graduation requirements must be reported in 
writing to the superintendent.  (See Board Policy ) 

GRADUATION EXERCISES  

In order to participate in graduation exercises a 
student must have successfully completed 
TUSD’s graduation requirements and have been 
enrolled in and successfully completed the last 
semester at the Tucson Unified School District 
high school where they are officially registered. 
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tending Sahuaro High School, the 
following scale is issued: A=4, B=3, 
C=2, D=1 and F=0. 

Advance Placement courses receive 
weighted grade point values.  
Weighted grade point values are 
possible because of higher expecta-
tions and greater rigor in the work 
requirement.  The grade point values 
for these courses are:  A=5, B=4, 
C=3, D=2 and F=0.  

VALEDICTORIAN/
SALUTATORIAN 

The valedictorian is the student who 
ranks number one in his/her graduat-
ing class.  The cumulative grade point 
average is calculated to the sixth 
decimal place.  Calculations are fig-
ured on the day of graduation and 
include all high school semester 
grades and quarter grades where 
applicable. 

The salutatorian is the student who 
ranks number two in his/her graduat-
ing class.  The cumulative grade point 
average is calculated to the sixth 
decimal place.  Calculations are fig-
ured on the day of graduation and 
include all high school semester 
grades and quarter grades where 
applicable. 

GRADES WHEN REGISTER-
ING AFTER THE 20TH DAY OF 
A SEMESTER 

If a student registers at Sahuaro High 
School after the 20th day of a semes-
ter and/or has not attended any 
school during the previous 20 school 
days, the student will receive a NC 

CREDIT GUIDELINES 

CLASS STANDINGS 

A student’s class standing is deter-
mined by the total number of credits 
earned at the end of each semester.  
The class standings are as follows: 

Freshman   0 - 5 credits 

Sophomore   5.5 - 11 credits 

Junior   11.5 - 16.5 credits 

Senior   17+ until graduation with 21 
or more credits 

Credits are earned for successful 

completion of courses as follows: 

A unit of credit is granted for work 
completed in a subject that meets one 
period daily for the academic year.  

One half .5 or ½ unit of credit is 
granted for work completed in a 
subject that meets one period daily 
for one semester of the academic 
year.   

Note: A credit is equal to a Carnegie 

Unit. A Carnegie Unit is defined by 

the student’s actual time of instruc-

tion in the classroom; therefore, as 

stated in TUSD Board Policy, a stu-

dent may not earn credit if s/he has 

excessive absences!    

GRADE POINT AVERAGE 

A student’s cumulative weighted grade 

point average (GPA) will be used to 
determine their official class ranking.  
For the purpose of determining the 
grade point average of students at-

(No Credit) report.  The student 
may have the opportunity  to earn 
credit if missed work is made up to 
the specifications of the teachers.  
Students should check with the 
counseling office for options.    

GRADES WHEN WITHDRAW-
ING FROM SCHOOL/
COURSES 

If a student withdraws from school 
to enter another school, the student 
will receive transfer grades earned at 
the date of withdrawal.  If a student 
does not attend a course during the 
last 20 days of a semester, the stu-
dent will receive the grade earned 
prior to the date of non-attendance 
minus credit for work not completed 
during the remainder of the semes-
ter. 

GRADES WHEN TRANSFER-
RING INTO SAHUARO HIGH 
SCHOOL 

The grades earned in courses from 
an accredited secondary school will 
be averaged with the grades earned 
at Sahuaro High School.  The grades 
earned in courses from a non-
accredited secondary school will be 
evaluated by the school registrar’s 
office prior to identifying grades 
accepted. 

Repeat Courses 

When a 9th - 12th grade course is 
taken a second time, in the order 
consistent with the Sahuaro High 
School course sequence listed in this 
course guide, the credit and the 
higher earned will be listed on the  

official transcript and included in 

grade point average (GPA) calcula-

tions.  The course in which the 

lower grade was earned will remain 

on the official transcript and state 

that it is a repeated (rep) but will not 

be included with GPA calculations.   

GUIDANCE AND COUNSEL-

ING SERVICES 

Sahuaro High School Counseling 

and Guidance Department recog-

nizes its responsibility to, and inter-

dependence with, the student body 

and the community it serves.  Stu-

dents are encouraged to develop self

-directed learning skills and to take 

responsibility for their actions. 

Counselors maintain a helping con-

nection with their students through 

every phase of high school, from the 

beginning of the freshman year 

through graduation.  Comprehensive 

Guidance Services provided include: 

academic planning based on college 

and career goals, assistance with the 

college and financial aid application 

process, and personal/interpersonal 

counseling.  Sahuaro High School 

Counselors follow the American 

School Counseling Model of educa-

tion. Sahuaro High School has a 

Career Center that offers informa-

tion to support students with post- 

secondary options. 

Academic Program 

ALL students are required to take a minimum of five (5) classes in order to meet in-

structional hour requirement by Arizona Dept. of Education 



 

 

ARIZONA’S INSTRUMENT TO MEASURE 

(AIMS) 

The AIMS HS (High School) is a criterion-referenced test 

with questions developed by Arizona educators and is 

based on the Arizona Academic Standards.  It is an as-

sessment of three content areas: Writing, Reading, and 

Mathematics.  It is administered to all students in Grade 

10 annually in the spring.  It is again administered in the 

fall and spring of each year to students in Grades 11 or 

12 who have not yet met (passed) or who have met but 

would like to exceed the standard in  one or more con-

tent areas. Every student has five opportunities during 

his/her high school years to MEET or EXCEED the 

standard on AIMS HS.   

Arizona public school students in the 9th grade are ad-

ministered the Stanford 10.  The Stanford 10 is a national 

norm-referenced assessment created by CTB/McGraw-

Hill covering language arts and mathematics. 

AIMS FAQ 

Does a high school student have to pass the AIMS 

HS tests in order to graduate? 

Yes.  The law requires every public school district and 

charter school to test each enrolled child. Students gradu-

ating (receiving a diploma) on or after January 1, 2006 

must pass each area of the AIMS HS (Writing, Reading 

and Mathematics) by achieving a score in the “meets” 

range in order to graduate from a public high school in 

Arizona. 

Do students with an IEP or 504 Plan have to pass 

the AIMS HS in order to graduate? 

According to current Arizona law, students with an IEP 

or 504 Plan must comply with the requirements of their 

IEP or 504 Plan.  The IEP or 504 Plan will specify the 

requirement for the AIMS.  Parents should discuss the 

content of their student’s IEP or 504 Plan with the Spe-

cial Education Department Chairperson or the 504 guid-

ance counselors. 

Does Arizona have reciprocity with other states? 

Arizona law allows for passing scores from other states’  

high school standards-based exams that are equivalent to 

the Arizona AIMS HS test to be used in place of the 

AIMS.  Students/parents must provide official 

documentation to the school of the child’s score(s) 

from the other state.  High school counselors and 

registrars have a list available of specific exams and 

states that are eligible for Arizona reciprocity.  

When will I receive my student’s AIMS results?   

I cannot find my student’s AIMS results.  Who 

has a copy? 

AIMS results are sent to the student’s school, and 

the school is responsible for their distribution. 

Information regarding the specific dates and meth-

ods of distribution of test score reports will be 

announced in school mailings. Your student’s 

school maintains copies of AIMS and Stanford 10 

results.  Scores are also available on TUSD Stats.  

Please contact your student’s counselor for a copy 

of the results or for parental access to TUSD Stats.  

My student was absent for the AIMS test.  Can 

he/she make-up the AIMS test at a different 

time? 

Yes.  Please check with counselor for dates and 

times and only during spring testing.. 

What resources does Sahuaro High School offer 

to help support my student if he or she does not 

pass the AIMS? 

Sahuaro High School offers tutoring sessions in the 

areas of Writing, Reading and Mathematics.  All 

tutoring sessions will be announced  in the school 

mailings and typically take place before the AIMS 

HS testing date.   

If my student “exceeds” on every area of the 

AIMS HS is he/she eligible for the state school 

“Tuition Waiver”? 

While “exceeding” in every area of the AIMS HS is 

one requirement of the “Tuition Waiver” it is not 

the only requirement. Please contact your student’s 

guidance counselor for further information and/or 

visit www.ade.az.gov/asd/tuitionwaiver/. The 

ABOR or the Arizona Board of Regents scholarship 

is dependent upon state funds and the boards ap-

proval. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Test Scores 

• Division I has a sliding scale for test 

score and grade-point average. 

• Division II has a minimum SAT 

score requirement of 820 or an ACT 

sum score of 68. 

• The SAT score used for NCAA 

purposes includes only the critical 

reading and math sections. 

The writing section of the SAT is not 

used. 

The ACT score used for NCAA pur-

poses is a sum of the four sections on 

NCAA FRESHMAN – Eligibility 
Standards 

Core Courses 

• NCAA Division I requires 16 core 

courses as of August 1, 2008. This rule 

applies to any student first entering any 

Division I college or university on or 

after August 1, 2008. See the on the 

following page  for the breakdown of 

this 16 core-course requirement. 

• NCAA Division II requires 14 core 

courses. See the breakdown of core-

course requirements below. Please 

note: Division II will require 16 core 

courses beginning August 1, 2013. 

the ACT: English, mathematics, read-

ing and science. 

All SAT and ACT scores must 

be reported directly to the 

NCAA Eligibility Center by the 

testing agency. Test scores that 

appear on transcripts will not be 

used.  

When registering for the SAT or ACT, 

use the Eligibility Center code of 9999 

to make sure the score is reported to 

the Eligibility the Eligibility Center. 

Grade-Point Average 
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• Only core courses are used in the 

calculation of the grade-point average. 

• Be sure to look at your high school’s 

list of NCAA-approved core courses 

on the Eligibility Center’s Web site to 

make certain that courses being taken 

have been approved as core courses. 

The Web site is 

www.ncaaclearinghouse.net. 

• The Division II grade-point average 

requirement is a minimum of 2.000 

For more information, please refer to 

https://web1.ncaa.org/eligibility cen-

ter/common/ 

AIMS/NCAA 

http://www.ade.az.gov/asd/tuitionwaiver/


 

 

Websites for the 21st Century Graduate 

College Information 

Tucson Colleges 
University of Arizona 

www.arizona.edu/ 
 

Pima Community College 
www.pima.edu/ 

 
Arizona Colleges 

Arizona State University 
www.asu.edu/ 

 
Northern Arizona University 

www.nau.edu/ 
 

Grand Canyon College 
www.gcu.edu/ 

 
DeVry Institute of Technology-Phoenix 

www.phx.devry.edu/ 
 

Embry Riddle Aeronautical University 
www.erau.edu/ 

 

Community Colleges 
Arizona 2-yr. Colleges 

www.ade.state.az.us/resourcecenter/ 
 

Arizona 4-yr. Colleges & Universities 
http://www.azhscrchome.org/members2.shtm 

 
AzHSCRC University & College Member 

http://www.azhscrchome.org/members4.shtm 
 
 

Guidebook in PDF format 
www.azhscrchome.org/index.html 

 
 

College Resources 
AzCIS Portal 

www.azcis.intocareers.org/ 
 

ACT 
www.act.org/ 

 
Colleges by State 

www.top-colleges.com/ 
www.utexas.edu/world/univ/state 

College Board 
www.collegeboard.com/ 

 
Campus Tours 

www.campustours.com/ 
 

NACAC for parents & students 
www.nacacnet.org/Pages/default.aspx 

 
Collegeview Search 

www.collegeview.com/ 
 

Peterson’s Guide to Colleges and Universities 
www.petersons.com/ 

 
COLLEGENET 

www.collegenet.com/ 
 

Careers & Colleges 
www.careersandcolleges.com/ 

 
College Parents of America 
www.collegeparents.org/ 

 
NCAA Eligibility Guide 

www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/ 
 

The Princeton Review 
www.princetonreview.com/ 

 
 

 
Metropolitan Education Commission –Regional 

College Access Center 
http://metedu.org/rcac/ 

 
Careers & Colleges 

www.careersandcolleges.com/ 
 
 

Websites for the 21st Century Graduate 

College Information 

Career Information 
AzCIS Portal 

http://www.azcis.intocareers.org/ 
 

Career Browser 
www.collegeboard.com/ 

 
Planning a Career 

www.aie.org/ 
 

The Career Key 
www.careerkey.org/ 

 
Career Guides & Inventories 

www.mapping_your_future.org 
 

Occupational Outlook Handbook 
www.bls.gov/oco 
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DIVISION I 

16 CORE-COURSE RULE 

16 Core Courses: 

4 years of English 

3 years of mathematics (Algebra l or higher) 

2 years of natural/physical science (1 year of lab if offered by high school) 

1 year of additional English, mathematics or natural/physical science 

2 years of social science 

4 years of additional courses (from any area above, foreign language or non-doctrinal religion/philosophy) 

DIVISION II 

14 CORE-COURSE RULE 

3 years of English 

2 years of mathematics (Algebra l or higher) 

2 years of natural/physical science (1 year of lab if offered by high school) 

2 year of additional English, mathematics or natural/physical science 

2 years of social science 

3 years of additional courses (from any area above, foreign language or non- doctrinal religion/ 

philosophy) 

PLEASE NOTE: Beginning August 1, 2013, students planning to attend an NCAA Division II institution will be required to complete 16 core courses.   

PLEASE  check the NCAA website for up-to-date requirement. 

NCAA/College Websites 
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The Exceptional Education Department at Sahuaro High School encourages students to focus on individual 

achievement.  Our areas of competence include providing high quality, effective instruction, and service to 

students with disabilities.  Our goal is to help each student reach his or her fullest potential.  Students 

are encouraged to explore post high school options through transition planning and links with community 

services. Depending on the type of instruction decided by the I.E.P. team these options are available: 

 

Small academically oriented classes. 

On the job training and job coaching. 

Life skills. 

Community Based Instruction. 

Case management. 

 

We operate under the same philosophies as the rest of Exceptional Education in TUSD. The following state-

ments declare our student centered approach: 

 

Person First Language. 

Intervention and collaboration with general education. 

The solution is where the child is. 

 

Exceptional Education programs are available for students with academic challenges learning resulting 

from a handicapping condition.  To qualify for Exceptional Education services, students must be evaluated 

and recommended by a TUSD Multi-Disciplinary Diagnostics Team and staffed in.  Parents’ participation in 

placement and planning decisions is required.  Course requirements vary according to each student’s Indi-

vidualized Education Plan (IEP).  In addition to the following courses, cooperative classes combine Excep-

tional Education students and general education teachers in a team situation.   

Exceptional Education 

ACADEMIC CORE             9-12 

 
Prerequisite:  IEP Students Only 
Emphasis is on the development of efficient 
learning strategies including time manage-
ment, organization of class materials, and 
textbook usage.  Designed for students whose 
academic course work is primarily in main-
stream classes. Some tutorial assistance is 
available.  For hearing handicapped students, 
goals may include language development. 

 

Essential ALGEBRA           9 - 12 

 
Prerequisite:  IEP Students Only 
This is a two semester class for students with 
an active IEP.  This class will cover basic pre-
algebra and beginning high school algebra 
skills.  College bound students should take 
algebra. 

 
 
Essential ENGLISH                9 - 12 
 
Prerequisite:  IEP Students Only  
Designed for students who require remedial 
development and practice in basic communi-
cation skills including reading, writing, listening 
and / or speaking.  Study skills and goal set-

ting techniques may be included according 
to student’s individualized plan.  College 
bound students should take general educa-
tion English class. 

 
Essential Contemporary Math             

11-12 

 
Prerequisite:  IEP Students Only 
Adaptive AIMS math course is designed for 
students who need more instruction with the 
concepts covered and taught in Algebra and 
Geometry in order to be successful with the 
AIMS assessment.  Students will strengthen 
their skills in Algebra and Geometry.  Stu-
dents will also increase their problem solv-
ing abilities by learning a variety of strate-
gies and applying them to solve mathemati-
cal problems.   College bound students 
should take general education AIMS math.  

 
Modified Physical Education  9- 12 

 
Prerequisite:  IEP Students Only 
This course is a related service for Special 
Education students.   Students’ motor profi-
ciency is assisted and individualized goals 
and objectives are developed. 

 

Essential American History 11 - 12 

 
Prerequisite:  IEP Students Only 
Alternative to American History for students 
who require special text with reduced read-
ing demands.  Improvement of reading and 
study skills are emphasized with the con-
tent of national and state history.  College 
bound students should take general educa-
tion American History.  
 

Essential World History 9-10 
 
Prerequisite:  IEP Students Only 
Alternative to World History.  Uses special 
texts, audiovisual materials and hands-on 
projects to enhance concept development 
of regions of the world, lands, people and 
their development through history.  Devel-
opment of study skills, learning strategies, 
and use of resources also included.  Col-
lege bound students should take general 
education World History. 
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Essential Geometry     10-12 
 
Prerequisite: Adaptive Algebra IEP Stu-
dents Only 
This is a two semester class for students with 
an active IEP.  This class will cover basic ge-
ometry skills.  College bound students should 
take geometry. 

 

Essential American History  11 - 12 
 
Prerequisite:  IEP Students Only 
Alternative to regular American Government for 
students who require special texts with re-
duced reading and/or concept loads.  Improve-
ment of basic communication and study skills 
is emphasized during this acquisition of basic 
concepts in government.  College bound stu-
dents should take general education American 
Government. 

 

Everyday Living Skills       9-12 
 
Prerequisite:  IEP Students Only 
Develops skills and background information 
needed for independent living.   May include 
basic self-help skills, home management, 
money management, cooking, nutrition, and 
sewing.  Tailored to individual student needs. 
 

Applied Healthy Lifestyles          9 - 12 
 
Prerequisite:  IEP Students Only 
 This class develops independent living, health, 
diet, and healthy relationships with peers. Ac-
tivities include life skills for independence. 

Employment Training           9 - 12 
 
Prerequisite:  IEP Students Only 
The goal of this class is to produce indi-
viduals who are ready to receive training in 
various aspects of prevocational training. 
Exposure to an in class work environment 
is stressed.  

 

Basic Skills            9 - 12 
 
Prerequisite:    IEP Students Only 
Focus on improvement of reading, writing 
and/or math skills according to the individ-
ual student’s needs.  Format may include 
direct tutoring as well as computer-
assisted instruction.  This course may be 
used to meet English, Math, Social Stud-
ies, or Science requirements for gradua-
tion for students with cognitive disabilities. 
 

 

On The Job Training              9 - 12 
 
Prerequisite:  IEP Students Only 
Students who are 16 and older who qualify 
work in the community in part-time, paid or 

non-paid work sites.   Students learn job 
skills associated with their assigned jobs. 
Contact between teacher and employer is 
required. A monitoring system will insure 
the development of positive attributes for 
each student. 

 
 
 

Applied Science                     9-12 
 
Prerequisite: IEP Students Only 
This course will focus on biology and 
interactions with living things. Investiga-
tions of earth sciences may also be in-
cluded. 

 

Applied Social Studies         9 - 12 
 
Prerequisite:  IEP Students Only 
Students will receive a broad overview of 
social studies topics.  Knowledge of local 
community will be emphasized and de-
velopment of skills to function within the 
community will be reinforced. 

 

Applied Math            9-12 
 
Prerequisite: IEP Students Only 
This class develops basic math skills for 
self-contained students related to home/
community independence. 

 

Applied Reading           9-12 
 
Prerequisite: IEP Students Only 
This class develops basic reading skills 
for self-contained students related to 
home/community independence. 

Exceptional Education 

'Shoot for the moon. Even if you 
miss it you will land amongst 
the stars.' Les Brown 



 

 

Interactive Reading 

Reading focus is on phonemic awareness, 

phonics, fluency, vocabulary and comprehen-

sion of connected text, and comprehension 

strategies for understanding a variety of litera-

ture.  All Sahuaro students should be able to 

read, analyze, evaluate, and discuss literary 

works. 

Composition 

Student writing will focus on the writing proc-

ess (from pre-writing to publishing), writing 

elements (the six traits), and writing applica-

tions (expressive, expository, functional, per-

suasive, literary response, and research). 

 
FRESHMAN ENGLISH                       9 
 
This course emphasizes effective written com-

munication to include paragraph and essay 

development in narration, literary analysis, and 

persuasion using the Jane Schaffer model.  

Writing skills are enhanced through a study of 

grammar and sentence patterns, and the 

AIMS Six Traits Rubric.  Short story selections, 

poetry, and persuasive speeches compose 

the core reading list, with multicultural op-

tions filling out the year. 

 
Homework:   

2-4 hours per week:  vocabulary study, out-

side reading, and writing assignments. 

Required reading (minimum): 

The Odyssey 

Romeo and Juliet 

I Have a Dream 

Glory and Hope 

SOPHOMORE ENGLISH              10 

This course emphasizes effective written 

communication to include compare/contrast, 

literary analysis, research and persuasion.  

Students continue to improve sentence and 

paragraph skills by producing at least one 

full-length essay per quarter.  

Homework:   

2 - 4 hours per week:  vocabulary study, 

outside reading, and writing assignments. 

Required reading (minimum): 

To Kill A Mockingbird 

Animal Farm 

Macbeth 

JUNIOR ENGLISH             11 

 
This course emphasizes effective written 

communication to include a résumé, literary 

analysis essays, and a research paper 

complete with parenthetical documentation 

and a works cited page.  Contemporary 

and minority authors will also be included.  

Advanced work in the areas of mechanics, 

usage and vocabulary continues. 

Homework:   

2 - 4 hours per week:  vocabulary study, 

outside reading, writing assignments, and 

research.  

Required reading (minimum): 

The Crucible 

The Great Gatsby 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
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TUSD Requirements for Graduation – class of 2013/2014 /2015               

English/Language Arts……………………………………………...4 credits 

 

The English Department at Sahuaro High School provides an innovative and stimulating learning 

environment to help broaden cultural literacy, improve skills in written and verbal communica-

tion, deepen and refine abilities in critical thinking, and prepare students for AIMS success, col-

lege, and/or careers. 

9th grade will practice all 6 modes of writing (expressive, expository, functional, persuasive, literary response and research) with 

an emphasis on expository writing and literary analysis. 

10th grade will practice all 6 modes of writing (expressive, expository, functional, persuasive, literary response and research) 

with an emphasis on persuasion, and literary analysis. 

11th grade will practice all 6 modes of writing (expressive, expository, functional, persuasive, literary response and research) 

with an emphasis on research and literary analysis.  

12th grade will practice all 6 modes of writing (expressive, expository, functional, persuasive, literary response and research) 

with an emphasis on functional, personal narrative and research. 

Shakespeare will practice all 6 modes of writing (expressive, expository, functional, persuasive, literary response and research) 

with an emphasis on literary analysis and research. 

Multi-cultural literature will practice all 6 modes of writing (expressive, expository, functional, persuasive, literary response and 

research) with an emphasis on literary analysis and research. 

Writing Creative will practice all 6 modes of writing (expressive, expository, functional, persuasive, literary response and re-

search) with an emphasis on expressive and literary analysis. 



 

 

SENIOR ENGLISH                   12 

 
This course emphasizes written communica-

tion in a résumé, at least two literary analysis 

papers, and a full-length research paper with 

parenthetical documentation and a works cited 

page.  To help students prepare for college, 

test-taking skills for college entrance exams 

are taught.  Advanced work in the areas of 

sentence development, mechanics, usage and 

vocabulary continues. 

Homework:   

2 - 4 hours per week:  vocabulary study, out-

side reading, writing assignments, and re-

search. 

Required reading (minimum): 

Hamlet 

Oedipus Rex 

Beowulf 

 

FRESHMAN Gifted and Talented Edu-

cation (G.A.T.E.) ENGLISH                9
                             

Prerequisite:  It is recommended that stu-

dents have a cumulative G.P.A. of at least 

3.5.   The content and study required in this 

class is more concentrated and rigorous than 

that of Freshman English.  Therefore, students 

who choose this course should show a willing-

ness to spend at least 30-60 minutes per day 

actively reading assigned material, should ex-

ceed their current grade-level writing expecta-

tions, should be independent workers with a 

strong work ethic, and should show evidence 

of higher-level critical thinking skills.  The 

course emphasizes effective written communi-

cation to include paragraph and essay devel-

opment in narration, literary analysis, and per-

suasion using the Jane Schaffer model.  Writ-

ing skills are enhanced through a study of 

grammar and sentence patterns, and the AIMS 

Six Traits Rubric.  The reading list looks at the 

development of Western Civilization, with The 

Odyssey from Ancient Greece, The Count of 

Monte Cristo from the Romantic period, The 

Canterbury Tales and The Once and Future 

King from the Middle Ages, and Romeo and 

Juliet from the Renaissance.  Literary ele-

ments, vocabulary and conventions are em-

phasized. 

Homework:   

3 - 5 hours per week:  vocabulary study, out-

side reading, writing assignments, research, 

and project assignments.  

SOPHOMORE Honors English  10 

 
Prerequisite:  Grade of B or higher in 

Freshman G.A.T.E. English, or A in Fresh-

man English and/or a recommendation 

from freshman English teacher. 

The content and study required in this 

class is more concentrated and rigorous 

than that of Sophomore English.  There-

fore, students who choose this course 

should show a willingness to spend at 

least 30-60 minutes per day actively read-

ing assigned material, should exceed their 

current grade-level writing expectations, 

should be independent workers with a 

strong work ethic, and should show evi-

dence of higher-level critical higher-level 

critical thinking skills.  This course empha-

sizes effective written communication to 

include compare/contrast, extensive liter-

ary analysis, research and effective per-

suasion.  Students continue to improve 

sentence and paragraph skills by produc-

ing at least two full-length essays per quar-

ter.  Short selections, poetry, Animal 

Farm, To Kill a Mockingbird and Mac-

beth compose the core reading list, with 

multi-cultural options filling out the year.  

Literary elements, the AIMS Six Traits 

Rubric, vocabulary, and conventions are 

emphasized.  The AIMS reading and writ-

ing tests evaluate student progress. 

Homework:  

 4 - 5 hours per week:  vocabulary study, 

outside reading, writing assignments, and 

research projects. 

 
Writing Creative  1, 2          11–12 

 
Prerequisite:  Freshman and Sopho-

more English.  Students will have the 

opportunity to explore the field of creative 

writing.  Class time will be comprised of 

reading and writing poetry, short stories, 

journals, and other creative works with 

emphasis on analyzing author style and 

technique.  Projects may be tailored to suit 

the interests and skills of each student.  In 

this writing course, students will complete 

an artist’s portfolio, which will include a 

variety of creative writings.  The writing 

process of pre-writing, researching, draft-

ing, peer-editing, and teacher conferencing 

will play a vital role in the improvement of 

student work.  Students will also be ex-

pected to reflect on their own writing and 

to provide feedback to others.  All stu-

dents are expected to share and read 

aloud their writings on a regular basis.  

Literary devices, grammar, and mechan-

ics will be used as tools to help students 

improve their own writing.  Students will 

be expected to think creatively, be origi-

nal, and show enthusiasm for the work 

they produce.  In addition to the state 

standards, this course emphasizes the 

writing process.  Students are expected 

to write expressively and persuasively. 

Homework:   

3 - 5 hours per week.  Time spent devel-

oping and rewriting creative works will 

directly affect quality of work and grade. 

Advanced Placement Language 
and  Composition                     11 

 
Prerequisite:  Sophomore English 

Students write in a variety of forms:  nar-

rative, exploratory, expository, and argu-

mentative.  Students will also write on a 

variety of subjects ranging from personal 

experiences to public policies.  The over-

arching purpose of the course is to en-

able students to write effectively for both 

academic and professional purposes.  

Although classic works of American lit-

erature will be read, the primary focus of 

the course is on composition. 

Students are expected to take the 

advanced placement exam at the con-

clusion of the course. 

Homework:   

6 - 8 hours per week.   

Advanced Placement  
(AP) English LITERATURE             
12 

 
Prerequisite:  Junior English 

Selections from the classic works of 

world and British literature will comprise 

the reading material for this class for the 

college-bound senior.  Written work is 

substantial, along with a required re-

search paper.  Students are expected to 

take the advanced placement exam at 

the conclusion of the course. 

Homework:   

6 - 9 hours per week. 
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Contemporary  Literature           11-12 

 
Prerequisites:  Successful Completion of 

freshmen and Sophomore English. 

Do you like to blog?  Do you know how to cre-

ate an informative pod cast?  Ever create a 

website based on research and reasoned un-

derstanding?  Do you even know what all 

these things are? You will when you take Eng-

lish.  The emphasis in this course is on devel-

oping both English and 21
st
 century skills.  

Through reading, writing, research, and dis-

cussion, we will demonstrate originality, com-

municate in a variety of modalities, develop 

critical thinking and problem-solving skills, 

work collaboratively, and improve information 

and media literacy.  You will read great books 

and actively share your knowledge with the 

world. 

Homework:  

On average there will be two to four hours of 

homework per week.  The assigned readings 

are completed outside of the classroom, along 

with a variety of written and technology assign-

ments.   

Required Reading (minimum):  

Orwell’s 1984,  

Huxley’s Brave New World,  

Shelley’s Frankenstein 

Anaya’s Bless Me, Ultima 

 

SHAKESPEARE                    11 – 12 

 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of 

Sophomore English.  Emphasis is on the 

plays of William Shakespeare.    Students 

are expected to read, discuss, analyze, and 

perform the plays. 

Homework:   

2 - 4 hours per week preparing for perform-

ances, preparing analysis notebooks, and 

journal writing. 

MULTICULTURAL LITERATURE                                                                                  
11–12 

 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of 

Sophomore English 3 – 4. 

This intermediate level course covers a very 

wide range of literature of various cultures 

and people that comprise America and the 

global community of yesterday and today.  

The literary selections read will include the 

genres of poetry, drama, essays, short 

stores, novels, biographies, and autobiogra-

phies.  The course will emphasize the 

theme of unity through understanding diver-

sity to develop a greater appreciation for all 

types of literature as a record of human 

experience.  This will be accomplished 

through reading, discussing and analyzing, 

researching, writing, speaking, creating 

artwork and sampling cultural cuisine.  An 

emphasis on creative oral and written re-

sponses to the literature will be required, as 

well as argumentative writing and speaking 

on related multicultural issues. Students in 

this course are guided by the standard 11th 

grade curriculum; however, the reading and 

discussion selections reflect the diversity of 

a variety of cultures. 

 

Homework:   

3 -5 hours per week for reading and pro-

jects (homework). 

 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 
ONLY 

 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LAN-
GUAGE (ELD)     9 - 12 
Beginning / Intermediate Course 

This course is designed to improve English 

skills for those who have a language other 

than English as their primary mode of com-

munication. 
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TUSD Requirements for Graduation – class of 2013 / 2014 & 2015 

Mathematics …………………………………………………………………… 4 Credits 

(Algebra I, II & Geometry & 4th credit of Math)                

Math 

ALGEBRA 1, 2      9 - 12 

 
Introduction to basic algebra.  Studies will in-
clude translating written statements into alge-
braic expressions, linear equations, linear ine-
qualities, graphing, integer exponents, prob-
ability, statistics and polynomials.  Also in-
cludes factoring, literal equations, square roots, 
quadratic equations, systems of equations, and 
optional topics. 
 

Performance objectives:   

Upon successful completion of the 
course, the student will be able to: 

Simplify expressions. 

Perform basic matrix operations. 

Use statistics to analyze, interpret, and 

organize information into data dis-
plays. 

Apply rules of probability to predict 

outcomes. 

Express written statements algebrai-

cally. 

Graph linear equations. 

Write equations of lines. 

Solve and graph linear inequalities. 

Solve systems of linear equations in 

two variables graphically and alge-
braically. 

Apply the laws of exponents to ex-

pressions with integer exponents. 



 

 

Perform the basic operations on polyno-

mials. 

Factor polynomials. 

Simplify and perform operations on radi-

cals. 

Solve quadratic equations by factoring, 

taking roots, and quadratic formula. 

Solve application problems (linear, ine-

qualities, quadratic, and systems).  

Solve linear equations. 

 
 

GEOMETRY 1, 2            9 - 12 

 
Prerequisite:  Algebra 1, 2  

A two-semester course in which students are 

introduced to basic geometric properties, prop-

erties of triangles, Pythagorean Theorem and 

special triangles, polygons, circles, volumes, 

basic trigonometric functions, and optional 

topics.   

Performance objectives: 

Upon successful completion of the course, 

the student will be able to: 

Differentiate characteristics of lines, 

planes, and polygons. 

Use deductive reasoning to find valid con-

clusions. 

Compare and contrast characteristics of 

parallel and perpendicular lines. 

Determine if triangles are congruent. 

Use triangle properties to compare trian-

gles. 

Compare characteristics of quadrilaterals. 

Visualize and draw transformations. 

Use characteristics of similar polygons. 

Calculate right triangle information includ-

ing basic trigonometry.  

Determine relationships of circles with 

arcs, chords, tangents, secants. 

Find the angles in a polygon along with 

areas of polygons. 

Use characteristics of solids to find sur-

face area and volume. 

 
GEOMETRY HONORS 1,2                                                                             
9 - 10 
Prerequisite:  A grade of B or better in Alge-

bra 1, 2 .  In addition to the Geometry 1-2 top-

ics, deductive reasoning and formal proof are 

used to develop the concepts of congru-

ence, similarity and properties of geomet-

ric figures. 

Additional objectives: 

Students will be expected to master 

Geometry 1, 2 objectives in addition 

to the following: 

Identify and use glide reflections and 

composition of transformations. 

Develop two-column proofs. 

Add/subtract vectors. 

 
INTERMEDIATE ALGEBRA   1, 2  
10 - 12 

 
Prerequisite:  Grade of C or higher in 

Algebra 1, 2 and Geometry 1, 2. 

Study of basic algebraic functions.  This 

includes lines in the plane, systems of 

linear equations, inequalities, polynomials, 

rational expressions and equations, and 

radical expressions and equations.  Also 

included are quadratic equations, literal 

equations. 

Performance objectives: 

Upon successful completion of the 

course, the student will be able to: 

Factor polynomials using advanced 

techniques and solve related equa-

tions using the Factor and Remainder 

Theorems. 

Simplify rational expressions. 

Solve rational equations involving 

quadratic equations. 

Simplify radical expressions, convert 

between radicals and rational expo-

nents, and solve rational equations. 

Solve quadratic equations using com-

pleting the square and the quadratic 

formula, interpret the discriminate. 

Graph parabolas. 

Solve literal equations. 

Convert between exponential and 

logarithmic forms. 

Evaluate exponential and logarithmic 

expressions. 

Graph elementary exponential and 

logarithmic equations. 

Use properties of logarithms to re-

write expressions. 

Solve basic exponential and loga-

rithmic equations and applications.  

Define and identify a function and 

use function notation. 

Identify, solve, and use arithmetic 

and geometric sequences and se-

ries. 

Simplify and use complex and 

imaginary numbers. 

Understand and use matrix opera-

tions. 

 

HONORS Intermediate Algebra  
10 - 11 

 
Prerequisite:  Grade of B or better in 

Algebra 1, 2 and Geometry 1, 2. 

An accelerated course in which all of the 

topics in Intermediate Algebra are cov-

ered in addition to topics in trigonometry.  

Graphing calculators are used in this 

course. 

Additional objectives: 

Students will be expected to master 

Intermediate Algebra objectives in addi-

tion to the following: 

Use of variation to solve problem. 

Use interval notation. 

Identify and rewrite conics in stan-

dard form and graph. 

Solve quadratic inequalities. 

Graph complex numbers. 

 

College Algebra 1, 2        11, 12 

 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion 

of Algebra 1, 2, Geometry 1, 2, and 

Intermediate Algebra 1, 2.   Contains 

college-level algebra topics including 

solving equations and inequalities, alge-

braic functions, systems of equations, 

exponential and logarithmic functions, 

graphing of higher order polynomial and 

rational functions, conic sections, and 

sequences and series.  A graphing cal-

culator is required. 
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Performance objectives:   

Upon successful completion of the course, 

the student will be able to: 

Solve rational, literal, quadratic, quadratic

-in-form, absolute value, and radical 

equations. Predict the nature of the roots 

of quadratic equations. Reconstruct the 

quadratic equation from its given roots.  

Solve application problems.  

Define a function by ordered pairs, a 

graph, and algebraically. Use function 

notation. Use the algebra of functions, 

including addition, subtraction, multiplica-

tion, division, composition, and inverses.  

Solve quadratic, absolute value, and ra-

tional inequalities.  

Graph functions, including linear, quad-

ratic, rational, and higher-order polynomi-

als.  

Solve systems of linear equations graphi-

cally, algebraically, and by matrices. 

Solve systems of equations, including 

quadratic equations, graphically and alge-

braically.  

Solve exponential and logarithmic equa-

tions. Solve problems and model (curve-

fitting) using exponential and logarithmic 

functions.  

Identify, solve, and use arithmetic and 

geometric sequences and series. 

Simplify and use complex and imaginary 

numbers. 

Understand and use matrix operations. 

Identify and rewrite conics in standard 

form and graph. 

Solve quadratic inequalities. 

Graph complex numbers. 

 

MATHEMATICAL FINANCE  11-12 

Prerequisite: Intermediate Algebra or 

equivalent.   

This course will enable students to implement 

the decision-making skills they must apply and 

use to become knowledgeable consumers, 

savers, investors, users of credit, money man-

agers, citizens and members of a 21st century 

global workforce and society.  Students will 

incorporate concepts, skills, and critical think-

ing from mathematics, language arts, social 

studies, and applied technology.  Using 

techniques such as problem solving, rea-

soning, simulation, and direct application of 

these concepts, students will be empowered 

to become informed citizens of the 21st 

century.  Students will explore the real num-

ber system, linear equations and inequali-

ties, quadratics, polynomials, exponential 

equations, logarithmic equations, data, 

spreadsheets, scatter pots, regressions, 

modeling, and much more and apply these 

to real-world financial situations. 

 

Performance objectives: Upon successful 

completion of the course, the student will be 

able to:  

Use statistics to help negotiate sales or 

purchase 

Use and interpret graphs to display 

information and make informed finan-

cial decisions 

Use mathematics to interpret various 

costs and payments 

Use formulas to understand, analyze, 

and model financial relationships 

Understand and analyze periodic finan-

cial information 

Understand business, supply and de-

mand, banking, and sock markets 

Describe and analyze the impact of 

credit on money management 

Understand and analyze the impact of 

budgeting on one’s daily life 

 

PRE-CALCULUS 1, 2          11 - 12 
 

Prerequisite:  Grade of B or better in 

Intermediate Algebra 1, 2.   

Contains college-level algebra and trigo-

nometry topics including equations, alge-

braic functions, inequalities, systems, conic 

sections, sequences and series, trigonomet-

ric functions, and optional topics.  A graph-

ing calculator is required (TI-89 and TI-92 

are prohibited). 

 

Performance objectives:   

Upon successful completion of the 

course, the student will be able to: 

Solve rational, literal, quadratic, quadratic

-in-form, absolute value, radical, and 

trigonometric equations. Predict the na-

ture of the roots of quadratic equations. 

Reconstruct the quadratic equation from 

its given roots.  

Solve application problems.  

Define a function by ordered pairs, a 

graph, and algebraically. Use function 

notation. Use the algebra of functions, 

including addition, subtraction, multiplica-

tion, division, composition, and inverses.  

Solve quadratic, absolute value, and 

rational inequalities.  

Graph functions, including linear, quad-

ratic, rational, and higher-order polynomi-

als.  

Solve systems of linear equations graphi-

cally, algebraically, and by matrices. 

Solve systems of equations, including 

quadratic equations, graphically and 

algebraically.  

Solve exponential and logarithmic equa-

tions. Solve problems and model (curve-

fitting) using exponential and logarithmic 

functions.  

Use the standard equations of the four 

conic sections.  

Use the Binomial Theorem to expand 

binomials.  

Define, describe, graph, and evaluate the 

six trigonometric functions.  

Solve algebraically equations involving 

trigonometric functions.  

Use trigonometric identities to simplify 

expressions and solve equations.  

Convert between radian and degree 

measure.  

Define, describe, graph, and evaluate 

inverses of the trigonometric functions.  

Use the law of sines and the law of co-

sines.  

Recognize, write, and use arithmetic and 

geometric sequences and series.  

Perform operations on complex expres-

sions 

Define, describe, graph, and evaluate the 

six trigonometric functions.  

Solve algebraically equations involving 

trigonometric functions. 
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Use trigonometric identities to simplify 

expressions and solve equations.  

Convert between radian and degree 

measure.  

Define, describe, graph, and evaluate 

inverses of the trigonometric functions.  

Use the law of sines and the law of co-

sines.  

Recognize, write, and use arithmetic and 

geometric sequences and series.  

Perform operations on complex expres-

sions.  

 
PRE-CALCULUS HONORS 
11 - 12 
 
Prerequisite:  Grade of B or better in Hon-

ors Intermediate Algebra or grade of A in 

Intermediate Algebra .  This course is de-

signed to cover the topics of pre-calculus to 

greater depth and covers additional topics, 

including polar and/or parametric equations 

and limits.  A more extensive use of the graph-

ing calculator is required.   

This course provides a strong foundation for 

success in AP Calculus. 

Additional objectives: 

Students will be expected to master Pre-

Calculus objectives in addition to the fol-

lowing: 

Use binomial theorem to expand a polyno-

mial. 

Graph polar form.  

Find the partial fraction accomposition. 

Parametric Equations 

Proofs using the Principle of Mathematical 

Induction 

Limits 

 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT  
CALCULUS A/B                         11 - 12 

 
Prerequisite:   Grade of B or better in Pre-

Calculus or Honors Pre-Calculus.  This 

course is taught strictly as a college level Ad-

vanced Placement course.  This is an introduc-

tion to analytical geometry and calculus.  Top-

ics include: limits, continuity, differentiation and 

integration of algebraic, basic trigonometric 

functions and transcendental functions and 

techniques and applications of differentia-

tion and integration.  (Course content is 

developed by the College Board.)  Students 

may earn college credit for this course upon 

successful completion of the Advanced 

Placement Exam.  A graphing calculator is 

required (TI-89 and TI-92 are prohibited). 

Performance objectives:   

Upon successful completion of the course, 

the student will be able to: 

Analyze graphs to explain or predict 

behavior.  

Understand, calculate, and estimate 

limits using algebra, graphs, or tables 

of data. 

Understand and describe asymptotic 

behavior in terms of graphs and limits. 

Understand continuity intuitively and in 

terms of limits. 

Understand concept of derivative as 

presented in various forms. 

Calculate the derivative of a function at 

a point. 

Use the tangent line to a curve a point 

for linear approximations. 

Demonstrate instantaneous rate of 

change as the limit of average rate of 

change. 

Approximate rate of change from 

graphs and tables of values. 

Understand corresponding characteris-

tics of graphs of function, its 1
st
 deriva-

tive, and its 2
nd

 derivative. 

Solve applications problems that utilize 

derivatives. 

Compute and estimate derivatives. 

Interpret and calculate integrals. 

Solve applications of integrals. 

Use the Fundamental Theorem of Cal-

culus to evaluate definite integrals and 

to represent antiderivatives. 

Solve applications of antiderivatives 

using differential equations. 

Approximate definite integrals using 

Riemann sums. 

 
 STATISTICS 1,2        11-12 
 
Prerequisites: Algebra Intermediate  or 
equivalent 
 
Statistics offers students an introduction to 

the major concepts and tolls for collecting 
analyzing, and drawing conclusions from 
data.  Statistics examines the method for 
planning experiments, obtaining data, and 
then analyzing and interpreting that data.  
 
 

AP STATISTICS 1,2        11-12 
 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of 

Intermediate Algebra (Grade of B or better 

is highly recommended) 

AP Statistics is taught strictly as a college-

level Advanced Placement course. 

Throughout the course students will de-

velop strategies for collecting, organizing, 

analyzing and drawing conclusions from 

data. Course content, developed by the 

College Board, includes four broad concep-

tual themes around which the course is 

organized. They are: 

Exploring data: Describing patterns 

and departures from patterns 

Sampling and experimentation: Plan-

ning and conducting a study 

Anticipating patterns: Using probability 

and simulations to explore phenomena 

Statistical inference: Establishing pa-

rameters and testing hypotheses 

 Students are expected to take the AP 

Exam at the end of the course. Students 

may earn college credit for this course 

upon successful completion of the Ad-

vanced Placement Exam. Use of a 

graphing calculator will be required. 
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TUSD Requirements for Graduation   

Science ………………………………………………………………………...3 credits 

(Biology by end of sophomore year)  

 

Our courses offer a wide variety of meaningful and exciting activities that challenge students to perform at their highest cognitive lev-

els. Our program integrates classroom, laboratory, and field activities to build a strong science foundation.  Students will learn about 

such topics as Cellular biology, the human body, atomic models, chemical properties, chemical reactions, biomes, life cycles, environ-

mental cycles, the universe, and physical laws (thermodynamics, relativity, force and motion), just to name a few.   

 

To accomplish this goal, the science department implements a diverse, equitable curriculum aligned to Arizona State Standards as 

well as working with The University of Arizona’s STEM program. We emphasize high expectations for all students, as well as imple-

menting 21
st
 century skills in the classroom. We create a learning environment that focuses on conceptual learning that engages stu-

dents in meaningful activities that enable them to apply and communicate their knowledge.  The inquiry-based process uses varied 

instructional strategies and scientific technologies to enable students to develop as self-directed 21
st
 century learners and to compete 

in a global society. 

               

Science 

Biology 1, 2   9-10 
 
Students will study components of the 

living world. Emphasis is placed on the 

role of the cell and cellular processes, 

genetics, evolution and ecology. Lab work 

will include microscopy in cell biology, 

classification, modeling of hereditary prin-

ciples and population dynamics. In addi-

tion to learning biological concepts, stu-

dents will apply and use components of 

the Scientific Method to investigate life 

science topics. This class must be taken 

by the sophomore year and the AIMS 

Science test is administered to students 

enrolled during the spring semester. 

Biology Course Outcomes: 

Students will Explain and apply their 

understanding of: 

The molecular basis for the form and 

function of cells. 

The organization and transfer of ge-

netic information. 

The principles of evolutionary biology 
and the phylogenetic relationships of 
the major groups of organisms. 

Population growth patterns, ecology, 

and global issues. 

Interpret Biological data and draw 

conclusions from experiments. 

 
 
 
 

Chemistry 1, 2              10-12 
 

Recommended: Successful completion of 

Algebra I and successful completion of one 

year of a lab science.  

 

This one-year course will cover topics such 
as, mathematics of chemistry, safety, labo-
ratory procedures, elements-compounds-
mixtures, atomic theory and structure, and 
organization of the periodic table, mole 
concept, chemical bonding, nomenclature, 
chemical equations chemical bonding, no-
menclature, chemical equations, 
stoichiometry, kinetic theory, gases-liquids-
solids-solutions, acids-bases-salts, equilib-
rium, thermo chemistry, electrochemistry, 
organic chemistry, nuclear chemistry, 
chemistry of the environment, and career 
opportunities.  Additional topics may in-
clude: history of chemistry, biochemistry, 
qualitative chemistry, and research pro-
jects.  This course fulfills graduation re-
quirements and is required for college en-
trance requirements for a laboratory sci-
ence. 

Pre-AP/Honors Biology 1, 2         9-10 
 

Recommended:  Successful comple-

tion of High School Algebra with a 

grade of “B” or higher. 

This course is an honors level course and 

is intended to develop skills, habits of 

mind, and concepts students will need to 

be successful for college level/AP aca-

demic course work.  This is a rigorous 

course and students are consistently be-

ing challenged to expand their knowledge 

and skills to the next level, and are ex-

pected to work to their fullest potential.  

This course will go into much more depth 

and detail than a regular General Biology 

course. 

Pre-AP/Honors Biology Course Out-
comes:  

Science practices by observing, 

measuring, organizing and analyzing 
data, 

classifying, inferring, modeling, and 

communicating findings. 

The effective use and understanding 

of computer technology in science 
practices for data collection, research, 
analysis, and communication. 

Biology-related career opportunities 

available in modern society and re-
quirements for entering that chosen 
career path. 

How experimental results lead to fur-

ther investigation. 



 

 

Chemistry course outcomes: 
Upon completion of the course, students 
will: 

Problem solve with confidence. 

Describe and differentiate between sub-

atomic particles, elements, compounds, 
and mixtures. 

Predict the products of a chemical reac-

tion, and write a balanced equation repre-
senting the reaction. 

Explain the movement of molecules in the 

three states of matter. 

Understand the conservation and transfer 

of energy. 

 

Pre-AP/Honors Chemistry 1, 2         10
-12 
 

 Recommended:  Successful completion 
of Biology or Pre-AP/Honors Biology 
with a grade of “B” or higher.  This course 
is an honors level course and is intended to 
develop skills, habits of mind, and concepts 
students will need to be successful for college 
level/AP academic course work.  This is a 
rigorous course and students are consistently 
being challenged to expand their knowledge 
and skills to the next level, and are expected 
to work to their fullest potential.  This course 
will go into much more depth and detail than a 
regular Chemistry course. 
 

Pre-AP/Honors Chemistry course out-
comes: 
In addition to the general Chemistry out-

comes students taking this course will: 

Develop the critical thinking skills, prob-

lem solving, and development of analyti-

cal skills in the laboratory, needed for 

advanced science courses. 

Earth Science 1, 2            9-12 
 

This course focuses on the study of the Earth 
as a planet and the formation and make-up of 
our galaxy..  Topics such as astronomy, mete-
orology, oceanography, and geology are ex-
plored to develop an appreciation of our planet 
as an integrated system.  Includes analyses of 
the dynamic processes of the Earth’s interior, 
surface, oceans, atmosphere and astronomi-
cal surroundings. 
 

Earth Science Course Outcomes: 
Upon completion of the course, students 
will: 

Geochemical Cycles 

Energy in the Earth System (Both internal 

and external) 

Origin and evolution of the Universe 

Plate tectonics, and evolution of the 

Earth System 

Solar System and Astronomy 

Ozone and Climate Change 

 

Ecological Systems 1, 2 
 
Ecological Systems is the study of how liv-
ing things interact with each other and the 
nonliving environment.  This course enables 
students to develop an understanding of 
natural and man-made environments as 
well as the environmental problems that 
challenge us.  The course includes the ecol-
ogy and challenges unique to the desert. 

 

Advanced Marine Biology 1, 2  
11-12 
 

Recommended:  Successful comple-
tion of Chemistry.  Marine science is a 
one year rigorous science laboratory course 
that covers the physical and biological as-
pects of marine ecosystems.  Concepts of 
oceanography and marine biology are cov-
ered throughout the year.  This includes:  
topography of the ocean floor, tides, cur-
rents, pressure, plankton, marine inverte-
brates and vertebrates, ecology of the 
oceans, and ocean ecosystems.  This 
course does include laboratory dissections 
and laboratory techniques. 
 

Advanced Marine Biology Course Out-
comes: 
Upon completion of the course, stu-
dents will: 

Predict the effects of ocean topogra-

phy, tides, waves, currents, ocean 
chemistry and pressure on marine life 
and their ecosystems. 

Differentiate between plankton types 

and evaluate their importance in the 
marine food chain. 

Use experimental analysis, including 

dissection,  compare and contrast  the 
phyla of invertebrates and vertebrates 
and their interrelationships within the 
marine ecosystems. 

Recognize the effects of pollution, over

-fishing, global warming and other man
-made problems on marine life and 
formulate solutions that counter-act the 
negative effects of humans on the 
ocean environment. 

 

Anatomy and Physiology 1, 2   
 11-12 
 

This is an advanced science laboratory 
class with a focus of study on the structure 

and function of the human body. A system-
atic study of the major systems of the hu-
man body as well as understanding the 
relationships between structure and func-
tion in living organisms. This course in-
cludes fundamental concepts and princi-
ples of chemistry and biology, including 
cells and tissues, necessary for under-
standing the major topics. This course will 
study systems of the human body -- nerv-
ous, endocrine, reproductive, circulatory, 
immune, respiratory -- in detail as well as 
histology. Various dissections will be in-
cluded in this course. 
 

Anatomy and Physiology Course Out-
comes: 
Upon completion of the course, stu-
dents will: 

Observe and describe differences in 

basic tissue types in order to be able 
to predict tissue and  organ function 
based on structure. 

List the eleven organ systems, the 

organs they include, and their basic 
function, in order to carry out a sys-
tematic (as opposed to regional) study 
of the human body. 

Relate structure to the function of 

cells, tissues, and selected organs in 
order to demonstrate an understand-
ing of the physiology of the eleven 
systems of the human body. 

Describe the results of homeostatic 

imbalance of the same important vari-
ables in order to relate changes to the 
underlying causes of various diseases. 

 

Physics 1, 2            11-12 
 

Recommended:  Successful completion 
of geometry AND concurrent enrollment 
or completion of Intermediate Algebra 
1,2  
Physics is the science of relationships be-
tween matter, energy and motion.  Stu-
dents will study linear motion, two dimen-
sional motion, laws of motion, force, mo-
mentum and collisions, work and energy, 
rotational motion, gravitational interactions, 
matter, thermodynamics, waves, sound, 
light, color, electricity and magnetism. Em-
phasis will be placed on appreciating phys-
ics as a human endeavor to understand the 
concepts, theories, and laws governing the 
interaction of matter, energy, and forces as 
well as encouraging application of physics 
to common life experiences.  The course 
will focus on the applications to the physical 
world through exploratory investigations 
and mathematical applications. 
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AP Environmental Science 1, 2 
11-12 
 
Recommended:  Successful Completion of 
Chemistry 1,2 (B or higher)    
 
Advanced Placement Environmental science is 
designed as a course to provide college level 
science work for students who would typically 
NOT be attracted to other, more analytical 
sciences.  AP Environmental Science is an 
interdisciplinary experience; it embraces a wide 
variety of topics from different areas of study.  
The goal of the AP Environmental Science 
course is to provide students with the scientific 
principles, concepts and methodologies re-
quired to understand the interrelationships of 
the natural world, to identify and analyze envi-
ronmental problems and issues both natural 
and human-made.  To evaluate the relative 
risks associated with these problems and is-
sues, and to examine alternative solutions for 
resolving or preventing them.  Students are 
expected to take the Advanced Placement 
Exam at the conclusion of the course. 
 

AP Biology            11-12 
 
Recommended:  Successful completion 
Chemistry 1,2 or Pre-AP/Honors Chemistry 
1,2 (B or higher)  
 
 Advanced Placement Biology is a course for 
capable college preparatory juniors and sen-
iors. The course follows the curriculum set by 
the College Board, including recommended 
laboratory activities, and prepares students for 
College-level science work and the Advanced 
Placement Exam in Biology. Course of study 
includes Biochemistry, Cell Biology, Molecular 
Genetics, Mendelian Genetics, Evolution, 
Population Genetics, Ecology, and Plant and 
Animal Physiology. The ability to read complex 
material, and to write clearly are essential to 
success in this course. Summer work, nightly 
homework, and independent study are re-
quired. In May, students in this class are 
expected to take the AP examination. The 
required laboratory work may occasionally 
extend beyond the regularly scheduled class 
time. 

 
AP Biology Course Outcomes: 
Students Will Explain and apply their under-
standing of: 

The relationship between structure and 

function at all levels: molecular, cellular, 
and organismal. 

The form and physiological function of 

multicellular organism (plants and ani-
mals). 

The importance of evolutionary theory as 

a unifying principle of biology. 

The cellular basis for physiological 

and developmental processes. 

Interactions between organisms and 

their abiotic and biotic environment. 

Use mathematical equations and 

models to predict biological out-
comes. 

 

AP Chemistry            11-12 
 
Recommended:  Successful completion 
Chemistry 1,2 or Pre-AP/Honors Chem-
istry 1,2 (B or higher) Successful com-
pletion of College Algebra (B or higher) 
or concurrent enrollment in Pre- Calcu-
lus.   
 
Advanced Placement Chemistry is a 
course for capable, college preparatory 
juniors and seniors. AP Chemistry will 
follow the guidelines and curriculum estab-
lished by the College Board. Recom-
mended laboratory exercises will be in-
cluded to the greatest extent possible.  
Laboratory work is both collaborative and 
self-directed. This course will emphasize 
advanced topics in chemistry such as ther-
modynamics and oxidation-reduction. The 
course will prepare students for college-
level science work and to take the AP 
exam in chemistry. Nightly homework and 
independent study are required. In May, 
students in this class are expected to take 
the AP examination. The required labora-
tory work may occasionally extend beyond 
the regularly scheduled class time. 
 

AP Chemistry Course Outcomes:  
Upon completion of the course, stu-
dents will: 

Apply scientific reasoning to solve 

problems using chemical principles. 

Conduct independent and group labo-

ratory investigations and keep records 
in a bound notebook. 

Use integrated rate laws. 

Understand rates of reaction and 

conditions affecting rates 

Use kinetics to postulate a reaction 

mechanism 

Perform basic laboratory techniques 

including data manipulation and 
analysis. 

 

AP Physics B         11-12 
 

Recommended:  Successful completion 
of Physics 1,2 (B or higher) successful 
completion of Pre-Calculus (C or higher) 
 
The AP Physics B course includes topics in 
both modern and classical physics.  The 
goal of the course is to provide a system-
atic development of the main principles of 
physics, emphasizing problem solving and 
helping the student to develop a deep un-
derstanding of the physical concepts usu-
ally encountered in an introductory college 
physics course. AP Physics will follow the 
guidelines and curriculum established by 
the College Board.  
 
AP Physics Course Outcomes: 
Upon completion of the course, stu-
dents will: 

Develop Critical Thinking Skills. Many 

of the problems given in the class 
have multiple solution techniques.   

Learn to work individually and in 

groups. You will often work hands on 
with Lab equipment. You will also be 
asked to present solutions in class or 
to evaluate the solutions others have 
used by yourself and in consultation 
with peers. 

Show the ability to use Scientific In-

quiry to solve lab problems and dis-
cover concepts.  
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TUSD Requirements for Graduation – class of 2013/2014  & 2015               

Social Studies (American Government,………………………………………………………….3 credits 

American History, World History & Economics)    

 

The Social Studies Department is an integral unit of Sahuaro High School. In order to foster the development of compe-

tent and responsible citizens, we provide an educationally sound environment to all students at Sahuaro. We believe that 

intellectual skills in all social studies disciplines are inseparable from content.  Students will be able to take and defend a 

position about a particular topic or issue. Curriculum is focused on procuring political, economic, historical, geographical, 

and technological literacy. 

Social Studies 

WORLD HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY    10 
 
A study of World History is integral for stu-
dents to analyze the human experience 
through time, to recognize the relationships of 
events and people, and to interpret  
significant patterns, themes, ideas, beliefs, 
and turning points in American and world his-
tory. Students should be able to apply the 
lessons of World History to their lives as citi-
zens of the United States and members of the 
world community. 

 
Student Outcomes  

Research Skills for History 

Early Civilizations 

World in Transition 

Renaissance and Reformation 

Encounters and Exchange 

Age of Revolution 

Age of Imperialism 

World at War 

Contemporary World 

 
Reading focus: 

Sections and/or chapters out of appropri-

ate textbook are assigned to be read in 
class or as homework. 

Students are taught reading strategies 

such as note taking, SQ3R, outlining and 
webbing. 

Students learn to access online sources 

of information, such as the SIRS data-
base, for research and class projects. 

Students read newspaper and magazine 

articles relevant to the curriculum. 

Students are taught to read and interpret 

graphs, charts, maps and diagrams. 

speeches, letters, political cartoons and 

propaganda materials. 
 
Writing focus: 

Students write paragraph or essay re-

sponses on tests and quizzes. 

Students write research papers dealing 

with relevant curriculum topics, and the 
use of appropriate source citation is 
emphasized. 

Students write speeches, commercial/

radio scripts, skits or short plays deal-
ing with the content being taught. 

Students write timed essays in re-

sponse to a given prompt which re-
quires them to interpret a passage or 
chart/graph and provide examples from 
the content which they have learned. 

Students write persuasive pieces, such 

as letters to the editor or opinion edito-
rials, in relation to the curriculum. 

Other written assignments, such as 

summarizing and reflecting on current 
events or responding to critical thinking 
questions, are given often. 

 
HONORS World History/
Geography                 10 
 
This course focuses on the study of world 
cultures through an examination of different 
peoples, their history and environment.  
Students will analyze how political, cultural, 
religious, and social beliefs interact to shape 
patterns of human populations, inter-
dependence, cooperation, and conflict.  This 
course fulfills the sophomore World Geogra-
phy/History requirements. 
 
 

American History/ Multiple Per-
spectives                                      11 
 
Multiple Perspectives is an alternative 
choice to the traditional United Sates history 
class and meets all of the state standards.  
Students read from Howard Zinn’s A Peo-
ple’s History of the United States about 
issues of racial injustice, gender inequality, 
and class privilege during significant histori-
cal ears.  Students are given the opportunity 
to critically examine our nation’s progress 

and policy-makers so they may determine 
for themselves where the nation has lived 
up to its ideals of equality, liberty, and jus-
tice for all as well as where it has fallen 
short.  Multiple Perspectives is a challeng-
ing and rigorous curriculum that requires 
students to complete analytical reading 
assignments that require 2-3 hours of 
homework per week. 

 

UNITED STATES HISTORY         11 
 
An in-depth study is provided of important 
social, economic and political develop-
ments in the nation’s history.  It includes 
the contributions of people from various 
racial, ethnic, and religious groups.  Impor-
tant concepts, skills, and values closely tied 
to important American institutions and ide-
als along with Arizona History are covered. 
 
Student Outcomes 

Research Skills for History. 

Early Civilizations – Pre-1500. 

Exploration and Colonization – 1500s-

1700s. 

Revolution and New Nation – 1700s-

1820. 

Westward Expansion – 1800-1860. 

Civil War and Reconstruction – 1850-

1877. 

Emergence of the Modern United 

States – 1875-1929. 

Students are taught to read and inter-

pret primary sources such as   

Great Depression and World War II – 

1929-1945. 

Postwar United States – 1945-1970s. 

Contemporary United States – 1970s-

Present. 
  



 

 

Reading focus: 

Sections and/or chapters out of appropri-

ate textbook are assigned to be read in 
class or as homework. 

Students are taught reading strategies 

such as note taking, SQ3R, outlining and 
webbing. 

Students learn to access online sources of 

information, such as the SIRS database, 
for research and class projects. 

Students read newspaper and magazine 

articles relevant to the curriculum. 

Students are taught to read and interpret 

graphs, charts, maps and diagrams. 

Students are taught to read and interpret 

primary sources such as speeches, let-
ters, political cartoons and propaganda 
materials. 

 
Writing focus: 

Students write paragraph or essay re-

sponses on tests and quizzes. 

Students write research papers dealing 

with relevant curriculum topics, and the 
use of appropriate source citation is em-
phasized. 

Students write speeches, commercial/

radio scripts, skits or short plays dealing 
with the content being taught. 

Students write timed essays in response 

to a given prompt which requires them to 
interpret a passage or chart/graph and 
provide examples from the content which 
they have learned. 

Students write persuasive pieces, such as 

letters to the editor or opinion editorials, in 
relation to the curriculum. 

Other written assignments, such as sum-

marizing and reflecting on current events 
or responding to critical thinking . 

 

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT     12 
(.5 Credit) 
Local, state, and federal government functions 
of the American political system, and the im-
portance of a constitutional form of govern-
ment, including the essentials, sources and 
history of the constitutions of the United States 
and Arizona are stressed. 
 
Student Outcomes 

Foundations of government.. 

Structure of government. 

Functions of government. 

Rights, responsibilities, and roles of citi-

zenship. 

Government systems of the world. 

 

ECONOMICS 
(.5 Credit)  

Economics is the study of human interac-
tions.  The study of economics leads stu-
dents to understand how countries, busi-
ness and individuals interact for their 
benefit in acquiring goods and services 
and improving their standard of living.  
Students will understand these concepts 
and also lean their application to real world 
settings.   

 
Student outcomes: 
Basic Concepts of Economics which 
includes and understanding of  

Scarcity 

Money as an exchange unit 

Opportunity costs  

Property rights 

Decision making  

Employment and labor/specialization.   

Macro and Micro Economics terminol-
ogy and application of : 

Supply and demand,  

Business cycles, 

Fiscal policy and terminology  

Elasticity  

Comparative advantage 

 GDP    

 Personal Finance understanding and 
development of skills in the use of: 

Personal insurance 

Credit  

Savings and Investment, 

 Money management 

Income and other taxes  
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT U. S.  
HISTORY                                 11 
 
Advanced Placement United States His-
tory is offered to college bound juniors who 
wish to complete advanced work in Ameri-
can History.  The curriculum will be driven 
by state standards and preparation for the 
National Advance Placement Exam.  Stu-
dents are expected to take the advanced 
placement exam at the conclusion of the 

course. 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT/ U. S. 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS                 
12 

 
A college level introductory course in 
American government, aligned with the 
“AP Government and Politics Course 
Description”, providing students with an 
analytical perspective on government and 
politics in the United States.  Students will 
examine our governmental institutions and 

processes through an analysis of:  the con-
stitutional foundations of American govern-
ment, public opinion and voting behavior, 
political parties and interest groups, the role 
of the media and our civil rights and liber-
ties.  This course complies with State Stan-
dards. 
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) 
PSYCHOLOGY           11 - 12  
(Does not satisfy Social Studies re-
quirement) 
 
Prerequisite:  3 years of Science.  
Psychology is the systematic study of be-
havior and mental processes and the fac-
tors that influence those processes. This 
course will survey the field of psychology 
with special emphasis on: 

 The use of the scientific method as 

the means for exploring the mind and 
behavior.  

Consideration of the psychological 

facts, principles and phenomena asso-
ciated with each of the major sub-
fields within psychology and the meth-
ods psychologists use in their science 
and practice.  

Students will demonstrate an en-

hanced curiosity about understanding 
people. 

Understanding human thought, action. 

Topics include human growth and 
development, learning and memory, 
motivation & emotion, personality, 
perception, abnormal psychology and 
therapies.  

Insights into the reasons behind their 

behavior.   

Hypnosis, IQ testing, dream analysis, 

the use of reward and punishment to 
control behavior, ethics of psychologi-
cal research and the rights of the men-
tally ill are just some of the topics cov-
ered  
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TUSD Requirements for Graduation – class of 2013/2014  & 2015               

Fine Arts or Career and Technical Education,………………………………………………………….1 Credit 

 

Career and Technical Education programs are JTED enhanced and pro-

vide several distinctive benefits to students.  We offer premier career and 

technical education in partnership with business, industry and community 

stakeholders.  

Career & Technical Education/ JTED 

Dual Enrollment: Pima Community College Credit 

 
Dual enrollment programs are the product of partnerships between Arizona’s community colleges and high 
schools.  These programs allow qualified high school students to take college courses that may be counted 
toward both high school and college graduation.  The program provides students with the ability to shorten 
the time required to complete a degree or certificate program.   
 
The benefits of dual enrollment are: 

Provides students with the opportunity to earn college credits towards a college degree while in high 
school. 
Enriches course offerings that can be applied towards a high school diploma. 
Fosters a smoother transition between high school and college. 
Provides cost savings due to the reduction in the length of time it takes to earn a degree after high school 
graduation. 
Enhances student interest towards pursuing high education. 

 
The following classes have been identified for possible dual enrollment with  

Pima Community College  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
   
  
    

 

Automotive Technology 

Technology Applications & 
Publications for Business 

Information Technology  

Sports Medicine 

Photo Imaging/Communications 

Culinary Arts  
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Work-based/Internships/Opportunities:  

CTE programs offer work-based opportunities for each program area. The following CTE courses have possible internship opportunities: 

BMAS (Technical Applications)  

Automotive 

Culinary   

Sports Medicine  

PC Management 

Photo Imaging/Communications 

 

Student Organizations: 
CTE offers seven student organizations which support CTE Programs: DECA, FBLA, FCCLA, FEA, FFA, HOSA, and Skills USA 

  
Career Pathways: 
Students are provided program information in career clusters identifying pathways for secondary school and post secondary careers, as well 
as local, state and national employment opportunities and salaries. Students use the pathways to plan their high school curriculum and see 
how their education affects the future. http://instech.tusd.k12.az.us/catalog.asp 

Transportation  Technology  

 
Automotive Technology 1,2         9-12 
 
Prerequisite:  None. 
Students will: 

Be introduced to automotive design 

Be exposed to basic information about 

automotive systems 

Be instructed on safe work practices and 

proper use of power and hand tools 

Be instructed in hands-on procedures of 

basic car maintenance 
 

Automotive Technology 3, 4      10-12 
 
Prerequisite: Automotive Technology 1, 2 
Students will : 

Continue to complete auto tasks as set 

forth by NATEF and AYES in the areas of 
Brakes, Suspension, Electrical, and En-
gine Performance 

Be introduced to leadership training skills 

through SkillsUSA 

Be able to have the opportunity to Job 

Shadow and possibly  apply for an Intern-
ship 

Be able to compete in Regional and State 

Competitions 
 

Automotive Technology 5, 6      11-12 
 
Prerequisite: Automotive Technology 3, 4  
Students will: 

Complete auto tasks as set forth by 

NATEF and AYES in the areas of Brakes, 
Suspension, Electrical, and Engine Per-
formance 

Be assessed by end of course Arizona 

Department of Education exam. 

Continue in leadership training skills 

through SkillsUSA 

Be able to have the opportunity to Job 

Shadow and possibly  apply for an 
Internship 

Be able to compete in Regional and 

State Competitions 

 
Automotive Technology 7, 8    12 

 
Prerequisite; Automotive Technology  
5, 6 
Students will: 

Complete auto tasks set forth by 

NATEF and AYES in the areas of 
Brakes, Suspension, Electrical, and 
Engine Performance 

Continue in leadership training skills 

through SkillsUSA 

Have the opportunity to Job Shadow 

and possibly  Intern. 

Compete in Regional and State Com-

petitions 

 
Business Administration &  

Computer Technology 

 
Students Will: 

Participate in work-based learning 

experiences. 

Demonstrate oral communication 

skills. 

Demonstrate written communication 

skills. 

Demonstrate business and financial 

management practices. 

Participate in leadership activities 

(DECA). 

Demonstrate marketing concepts. 

Demonstrate general management 

practices. 

Demonstrate administrative and com-

munication functions. 

Use computerized information systems 

and technology. 
 

Technology Applications 1, 2  
9-12 
Prerequisite:  None. 

This course will introduce students to 
business and computer skills essential 
for their success as they progress 
through high school.  Students will be 
introduced to basic Microsoft Office pro-
grams such as Word, Excel, Publisher 
and PowerPoint as well as continue to 
develop their keyboarding skills.  They 
will learn the basics of business plan-
ning, concepts and communications.  
Students will begin to build their skills 
and understanding of personal finance 
through the use of Virtual Personal Fi-
nancing and Retailing software.  Stu-
dents will experience basic marketing 
concepts and explore the field of busi-
ness management through hands on 
participation in the daily operation of the 
Cougar Den (school store).  Students 
will also be introduced to DECA and in-
vited to participate in leadership confer-
ences and regional, state and national 
competitions.  
 

Technology Applications 3, 4 
10-12 
Prerequisite:  Technology Applications 1,2  
This course will continue to produce data 
and materials used in the business world.  
Students will be introduced to the stan-
dards and technical operations necessary 
for successful business operations.     

http://instech.tusd.k12.az.us/catalog.asp
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Students will be provided a variety of advanced 
experiences dealing with not only Microsoft 
software, but management, communications 
(written & verbal), ethics and entrepreneurship.  
Students will expand their marketing knowl-
edge and skills through the use of Virtual 
Sports & Entertainment and Business Man-
agement software.  Students will operate and 
manage the school store which will include 
ordering, scheduling, inventory, marketing 
products and finance.  A more active role in 
DECA will complete this more advanced pro-
gram. 

 
Technology  Applications 5, 6      
11-12 
Prerequisite:  Technology Applications  
3,4  
This course will complete the standards neces-
sary to produce data and materials used in the 
business world.  Students will complete the 
standards and technical operations necessary 
for successful business operations.  Students 
will learn how to plan, price, promote, sell 
and distribute items sold in the Cougar Den 
(school store) at a more advanced level.  Stu-
dents will continue to expand their marketing 
knowledge and skills through the continued 
use of the Virtual Business software (Retail, 
Finance, Management and Sports & Entertain-
ment).  Students will continue to participate 
actively in DECA completing this advanced 
program.  
 

Technology Applications 7, 8        12 
Prerequisite:  Technology Applications  
5,6  
This course will allow students to apply and 
demonstrate business functions involved in 
running a successful school-based enterprise 
by working and operating the Cougar Den 
(school store).  Students will study accounting, 
research, promotion, planning, managing and 
selling.  Students will continue to develop skills 
and competence in marketing careers, build 
self-esteem, experience leadership and prac-
tice community service.  Students will continue 
to participate actively in DECA completing this 
advanced program.   

 

Publications for Business 1, 2    9-12 
(Mountain Shadows Newspaper) 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course introduces students to publications 
for business.  Students will learn everything 
from the purpose of business journalism, to 
how to produce their own newspaper.  
Course focuses on how a business publication 
would function, but also includes:  writing news 
stores, photography, creating advertisements, 
advertising, marketing, graphic design, study-
ing modern mass media, technology and more. 
The main purpose of the course is to prepare 
students for advanced publications for busi-

ness and publishing the school newspa-
per. 

 
Publications for Business 3, 4    
10-12 
Prerequisite:  Publications for Business 
1,2  
This course continues publications for 
business at a more advanced level.  Stu-
dents will work in a technologically 
advanced computer lab.   Responsibili-
ties include but are not limited to:  writing 
news stories, securing advertising, manag-
ing the budget, web design, graphic de-

sign, photography, and more.   
 

Publications for Business 5-6    
11-12 
Prerequisite:  Publications for Business 
3,4 
This course completes the standards nec-
essary to produce data and materials used 
in publishing the school newspaper.  Stu-
dents are usually assigned to leadership 
positions where they actually run the class 
product of the school newspaper.  They 
will receive advanced training in communi-
cations, time management, problem solv-
ing, team building, design and layout, pro-
motion and marketing and customer rela-
tions.    
 

Publications for Business 7-8   12 
Prerequisite:  Publications for Business 
5,6 
Students taking this course will usually be 
assigned to leadership positions where 
they will apply and demonstrate publica-
tions functions by managing and training 
the publications staff for the school news-
paper.   

 
Information Technology 

(Computers) 

 
Students will: 

Identify Network Operating System 

basics and Network Operating Sys-
tem components.  

Identify Network design and topology, 

Media types and effectiveness.  

Identify Internet connection.  

Identify Network services including 

remote access and directory services.  

Identify NIC and IP address configu-

ration.  

Identify NOS installation planning.  

Identify Windows 2000 installation.  

 

PC Mgmt/Maintenance (A+) 1,2                                             
9-12 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course presents an in-depth exposure 
to computer hardware and operating sys-
tems. Students learn the functionality of 
hardware and software components as well 
as suggested best practices in mainte-
nance, and safety issues. Through hands 
on activities and labs, students learn how to 
assemble and configure a computer, install 

operating systems and software, and trou-
bleshoot  hardware and software prob-
lems. In addition, an introduction to net-
working is included. This course helps 
students prepare for CompTIA's A+ certi-
fication.  

 
PC Mgmt/Maintenance Server  
3 & 4                                         10-12 
Prerequisite: Intro to Computer Main-
tenance (A+)  
1 & 2 
HP IT Essentials: Network Operating Sys-
tems, sponsored by Hewlett-Packard Com-
pany, is an intensive introduction to net-
working fundamentals and multi-user/
multitasking network operating systems. 
Characteristics of the Linux and Windows 
network operating systems will be dis-
cussed. Students will explore a variety of 
topics including installation and configura-
tion procedures. More advanced adminis-
trative tasks such as troubleshooting is-
sues, security issues, and remote access 
will also be covered. Upon successful 
completion of this course, the student 
will receive a Certificate for IT Essentials 
II: Network Operating Systems. This 
course helps students prepare for Comp-
TIA's Server+ certification.  

 
Web Page Technology 

 
Students Will: 
 

Demonstrate the appropriate use of 

Quick Time, Flash, Shockwave, 
RealPlayer and Windows Media Player in 
adding multimedia to a website. 

Demonstrate when to use image and file 

formats such as GIF, JPEG 1.0/2.0, 
PNG, 

PDF, TIFF, BMP, MOV and AVI. 

Explain the importance of compatibility 

between browsers. 

Explain the importance of creating cross-

browser coding in HTML and XHTML. 

Create Cascading Style Sheets, Etensi-

ble Style Sheet Language, DHTML and 
XHTML code. 
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Demonstrate knowledge of page layout 

principles in the design of pages. 
Explain essential differences between 

HTML 4.01 and XHTML standards. 

Web Page Development 1, 2        9-12 
 

Prerequisite: None (PC Mgmt/Maintenance 
1 & 2 is recommended) 
Students will learn basic to complex html cod-
ing, image refinement, and layout techniques 
involving frames, forms, tables and style 
sheets.  Students will be introduced to the prin-
ciples of computers with an emphasis on basic 
concepts of network technology, software de-
velopment and web page development, while 
also developing an understanding of the IT 
Industry, computer mathematics, and the evo-
lution of the computer.  This course prepares 
students for Web Page Development II.  This 
two-year course sequence is recommended 
for students pursuing a degree in technol-
ogy or direct employment in the field. 
 

Web Page Development 3, 4      10-12 
 

Prerequisite:  Web Page Development 1 & 2 
This two semester course is the second course 
in the Web Page Development path.  At the 
beginning of this course some soft skills will be 
reviewed.  Students will learn the web server 
side of the web page world.  They will set up a 
web server and learn the administration of that 
server. 

 

Culinary Arts 
 

Students Will: 

Develop fundamental skills in the prepara-

tion of cold items to include soups, salads, 
sauces, dressings, marinades, relishes, 
sandwiches, canapés, and hors d’oeu-
vres. 

Identify levels of training required for food 

service and hospitality occupations 

Identify and prepare various stocks, 

soups, and sauces. 

Identify and prepare various fruits, vegeta-

bles, starches and farinaceous items 

Identify a variety of cooking methods, 

including roasting and baking, broiling, 
grilling, griddling, sautéing, frying, deep 
frying, braising, stewing, poaching, and 
steaming. 

Identify and demonstrate proper use of 

utensils, pots, pans, hand tools and equip-
ment. 

Identify and prepare various meats, sea-

food and poultry. 
 

CULINARY ARTS 1, 2               9-12 
 

Prerequisite:  None 
This one-year course is open to serious 
students who are seeking knowledge and 
experience in nutritional health, food selec-
tion, and culinary skills.  Students will ex-
plore food groups, human nutrition and 
practice basic cooking and baking tech-
niques.  The curriculum is tied to the Ari-
zona’s academic standards and includes 
classroom activities that integrate reading, 
math, and writing as they relate to the food 
industry. 
In addition to classroom studies, weekly 
lab work will give students the opportunity 
to practice food safety & sanitation 
standards; knife skills; fruit and vegeta-
ble preparation; meat cookery; and 
baking.  Students will work in small lab 
groups to prepare a variety of foods includ-
ing ethnic foods from various regions in 
the United States and foreign countries.   
Service projects, competitions, and leader-
ship opportunities will be available through 
the Family, Career, Community Leaders of 
America (FCCLA) organization.  
 

CULINARY ARTS 3, 4           10 -12 
 
Prerequisite:  Culinary Arts 1, 2  
In addition to learning advanced cooking 
and baking techniques, the students will 
develop skills in making foods appealing 
thorough artistic arrangements, and 
unique plating.. Topics include food safety 
and sanitation; knife skills; the use of in-
dustrial culinary equipment; and the prepa-
ration of hot & cold foods, breads, des-
serts, and pastries. 
Students will also learn hospitality princi-
ples for front of the house work and menu 
design to meet customer needs.   
In addition, the class provides the students 
with a view of the business world and food 
industry with catering opportunities, field 
trips, competitions, scholarship opportuni-
ties, and guest speakers.   

 

CULINARY ARTS 5, 6         11 – 12 
 
Prerequisite:  Culinary Arts 3, 4  
Students continue completing standards in 
the Culinary Arts program designed to 
prepare students to apply technical knowl-
edge and skills required for food produc-
tion and service occupations in institutional 
and commercial food establishments. Culi-
nary Arts 5, 6 is designed for students who 
are planning careers in the Food and Hos-
pitality industry and have completed four 
semesters of Culinary Arts.  Students will 
participate in culinary job shadowing fol-
lowed by an internship or employment 
arrangement with a local food service, 
restaurant or resort.  

 

Allied Health Sciences 
 

 SHS Sports Medicine Program 
  

Has been designed for students interested 
in fields such as athletic training, physical 
therapy, medicine, fitness, exercise physiol-
ogy, kinesiology, nutrition and other Allied 

Health related fields. 
 

 Students Will: 

Identify the signs and symptoms of 

injuries. 

Using taping techniques and protective 

equipment to prevent support or treat 
sports injuries. 

Apply problem solving processes to 

allied health situations. 

Use medical terminology in order to 

interpret, transcribe, and communicate 
data, information, and observations in 
the health care setting. 

Identify indications and contradictions 

for the use of various modalities in the 
treatment of common athletic injuries  

 

Fundamentals of Sports Medicine 
and Other Health Careers  1,2      
 9– 10 

 
This class is open to students’ grades 9 & 
10 and will include class work and hands 
on applications in the . following areas:  
Basic medical terminology, human anatomy 
as it relates to bones and muscles, body 
systems, nutrition and supplements, body 
composition, and medical careers.  In addi-
tion each student will receive training and 
have the opportunity to become CPR and 
First Aid certified 
 

Sports Medicine 1-2         10 -12 
 
Prerequisite: One year high school level 
science class or successful completion 
of Fundamentals of Sports Medicine and 
Other Health Careers.  
 

Students who complete the entire year 
of this course will satisfy the Health 
graduation requirement, receiving 0.5 
credit Sports Medicine + 0.5 credit 
Health on their transcript. 
 
This class will include class work and 
hands-on applications in the following ar-
eas: Prevention, treatment and rehabilita-
tion of sports injuries, taping and wrapping 
of injuries, first aid/CPR, emergency proce-

dures and health related careers.  
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Sports Medicine Lab  1,2    11-12 

 
Prerequisite: Completion of Sports Medi-
cine 1-2 
The second year of this program will expand 
on areas covered in Sports Medicine I as well 
as nutrition, sports psychology, rehabilitation, 
therapeutic modalities, and fitness, condition-
ing, and strength programs.  

 
Sports Medicine Internship 

  
Prerequisite:  Enrolled in or completed 
Sports Medicine 3-4 and Instructors per-
mission. 
Internships are open to seniors who are en-
rolled in the Sports Medicine II program.  Stu-
dents will work side by side with Sahuaro’s 
Athletic Trainer both after school and during 
athletic contests.  They will be able to observe 
both the day to day and game day operations 
of a high school interscholastic training room.  
Students must fill out an application and have 
instructor approval before being approved for 
an Internship.  

 
GRAPHIC COMMUNICATIONS 

 
Photo Imaging 

 
Photo Imaging is designed for students who 
wish to pursue careers in the graphic commu-
nications industry, such as, photojournalism, 
advertising, desktop publishing, portrait, public 
relations. This all digital class uses Canon 
cameras, iMac computers, and Epson inkjet 
printers.  
 
Students Will: 

Apply manual functions to get specific 

looks. 

Apply design, layout, and photography to 

produce brochure covers. 

Use a variety of light situations, natural 

light, on camera flash, and studio lighting. 

Learn the language used in the graphic 

communication field. 

Become Members of SkillsUSA. 

 
Photo Imaging 1,2               9 –12 

 
Prerequisite: None  
This class will introduce students to the pho-
tography industry as well as cover computer 
skills and Photoshop. Through a series of 
hands on assignments students gain the 
knowledge necessary for a carrier in graphics 
communication. They will gain Mac computer 
skills, layout, design skills, workplace skills 
and photo taking skills. 

 

Photo Imaging 3,4                10-12 

 
Prerequisite: Photo Imaging 1,2.  
This class uses advanced Photoshop tech-
niques, studio lighting, multiple flash units 
on location, and assignment to challenge 
the student. Students start to develop a 
style to there work as they work independ-
ently to create a portfolio of their work. 

 
Photo Imaging 5,6               11-12 

 
Prerequisite: Photo Imaging 3,4.  
Students who take this class work on their 
portfolios and style. Research which further 
education options and job opportunities. 
Provide images for yearbook and CTE 
classes. 
 

Photo Imaging 7,8                   12 

 
Prerequisite: Photo Imaging 5.6.  
This is an independent study class for stu-
dents to fine tune their professional skills in 
photography.  Students will continue to work 
on their portfolios in print and electronic 
media.  There will be additional professional 
types assignments throughout the year. 

 
Photo Publications 

 
Photo Publications is a class that creates 
the Sahuaro yearbook. It is designed for 
students who wish to pursue careers in the 
graphic communications industry, such as, 
photojournalism, desktop publishing, public 
relations and writing. 
 
Students Will: 

Use decision making process to iden-

tify production problems and solve 
them. 

Apply design, layout, and photography 

and writing skills to the creation of 
yearbook pages using online design 
software. 

Use the editing process to evaluate 

others as well as themselves. 

Improve communication and people 

skills through interviews, photography 
and customer relations. 

Develop concepts to improve overall 

organizational performance and prod-
uct from previous year. 

 

Photo Publications 1, 2          9– 12 

 
Prerequisite:  None 
This class will introduce students to the 
yearbook publishing industry as well as 
cover the photographic industry. Students 

will receive on the job training in Mac com-
puter skills, layout, writing, editing and de-
sign skills, workplace skills and photogra-
phy. Students will also be instrumental in 
the creation of the yearbook. 

 
Photo Publications 3, 4        10– 12 

 
Prerequisite:  Photo Publications  1, 2 
This class will expand on areas covered in 
Photo Pub. 1,2 as well as leadership, ad-
vertising, media law, business ethics, budg-
ets and Adobe Photoshop.  

 
Photo Publications 5, 6          11-12 

 
Prerequisite:  Photo Publications  3, 4 
Students who take this class are usually 
assigned to leadership positions where 
they actually run the class production of the 
yearbook. They will receive advanced train-
ing in communication, time management, 
problem solving, team building, design and 
layout, promotion and marketing, customer 
relations and photographic techniques. 

 
Photo Publications 7, 8               12 

 
Prerequisite:  Photo Publications 5, 6 
Students who take this class are usually 
assigned to leadership positions where 
they are actually responsible for the  pro-
duction of the yearbook. 

 

CTE Internship Program        11-12 

 
The Sahuaro CTE Internship program pro-
vides CTE students an opportunity to en-
gage in learning through participation in a 
structured work experience that involves 
the application of previously developed 
CTE knowledge and skills. Students who 
are classified as seniors (12th grade) and 
at least 16 years of age are eligible to par-
ticipate. Students must have completed at 
least one unit of Career Preparation (Level 
III) instruction in a CTE program prior to 
enrolling in a CTE Internship.  
 

Hospitality Management 

 
Hospitality Management 1, 2  
9 - 12 
 
Prerequisites: None 
Students begin completing standards in the 
Hospitality Management program that pre-
pares students for careers in a variety of 
hospitality services and facilities (hotels, 
resorts, convention centers, National parks, 
travel agencies, cruise lines). This is a 
Pima JTED enhanced course.  
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PCJTED CENTRAL SITE COURSES 
 
The following classes are held at the 
Pima County JTED Central Site  lo-
cated on the  southeast corner of  
Camino Seco and 22nd Street.  
Please see the Career  Counselor in 
the College and Career Center for 
further information. 
 

Cosmetology 
(2 year program) 

 

Cosmetology 1, 2                  11, 12 
 

Prerequisites: Authorization Required 
Students begin completing standards in Cos-
metology. This course introduces students to 
careers in Cosmetology by preparing them to 
apply academic, employability and technical 
knowledge and skills related to common indus-
try standards and practices. This is a Pima 
JTED enhanced course. Community college 
credit may be available for this course. 

 
Cosmetology 3, 4                  11, 12 
 

Prerequisites: Authorization Required, Cos-
metology 1,2 
Students continue completing standards in 
Cosmetology. This course introduces students 
to careers in Cosmetology by preparing them 
to apply academic, employability and technical 
knowledge and skills related to common indus-
try standards and practices. This is a Pima 
JTED enhanced course. Community college 
credit may be available for this course. 

 

Cosmetology 5, 6                        12 
 

Prerequisites: Authorization Required 
-Cosmetology 3,4 
Students continue completing standards in 
Cosmetology. This course introduces students 
to careers in Cosmetology by preparing them 
to apply academic, employability and technical 
knowledge and skills related to common indus-
try standards and practices. This is a Pima 
JTED enhanced course. Community College 
credit may be available for this course. 

 
Cosmetology 7, 8                         12 
 

Prerequisites: Authorization Required 
Cosmetology 5,6 
Students continue completing standards in 
Cosmetology. This course introduces students 
to careers in Cosmetology by preparing them 
to apply academic, employability and technical 
knowledge and skills related to common indus-
try standards and practices. This is a Pima 
JTED enhanced course. Community college 
credit may be available for this course. 

 
Cosmetology 9, 10                      12 
 

Prerequisites: Authorization Required 
Cosmetology 7,8 
This course continues to prepare students 
for careers in Cosmetology by preparing 
them to apply academic, employability and 
technical knowledge and skills related to 
common industry standards and practices. 
This is a Pima JTED enhanced course. 
Community college credit may be avail-
able for this course. 

 

Cosmetology Co-op 1, 2             12 
 

Prerequisites: Authorization Required 
Cosmetology 2, Senior, 1 year 
This course utilizes a cooperative educa-
tion methodology to combine school-based 
and supervised work-based learning ex-
periences, directly related to the standards 
identified for the Cosmetology program. 
This is a Pima JTED enhanced course. 
Community college credit may be avail-
able for this course. 

 

Nursing Services 
(2 year program) 

 

Health Care Technology 1, 2        
10 -12 
 

Prerequisites: None 
Students are exposed to patient care and 
given an opportunity for in-hospital experi-
ence in an organized structural manner. 
Students completing this program will de-
velop the technical knowledge and skills 
required for entry-level employment or for 
acceptance into articulated health occupa-
tions program at the post secondary level. 
This is a Pima JTED enhanced course. 
Community college credit may be avail-
able for this course. 

 

Patient Care Technician 1, 2      
11, 12 
 

 Prerequisites: Health Care Technol-
ogy 1,2 
This is a hands-on skills class to prepare 
for certification as a Certified Nursing As-
sistant. Students learn multiple competen-
cies in the classroom and practice them in 
the lab. Students go to multiple sites for 
practice gaining over 40 hours of clinical 
and a total of 120 hours in the program. At 
the completion of the class it’s required 
that the student take the certification writ-
ten test and hands on skill test with the 
State Board of Nursing approved facility. 

This is a Pima JTED enhanced course. 
Community college credit may be avail-

able for this course. 

 

Patient Care Technician 3, 4       12 
 

Prerequisites: Patient Care Technician 
1, 2 
This is a hands-on skills class to prepare 
for certification as a Certified Nursing As-
sistant. Students learn multiple competen-
cies in the classroom and practice them in 
the lab. Students go to multiple sites for 
practice gaining over 40 hours of clinical 
and a total of 120 hours in the program. At 
the completion of the class it’s required that 
the student take the certification written test 
and hands on skill test with the State Board 
of Nursing approved facility. This is a Pima 
JTED enhanced course. Community col-
lege credit may be available for this 
course. 

 

Fire Science 
(2 year program) 

 
Fire Science 1,2                      11, 12 
 
Prerequisites: None 
Students are introduced to the Fire Science 
program standards that prepares them with 
basic knowledge and training in the fi re 
service career field and for continuation in a 
post-secondary college degree program. 
The students will study fire behavior, fire 
suppression, firefighter safety and survival 
building construction, fire hydraulics, fire-
fighting and rescue systems, wild land fire-
fighting, emergency medical procedures 
and fire prevention practices. This is a 
Pima JTED enhanced course. Community 
college credit may be available for this 

course. 

 
Fire Science 3, 4                           12 
 
Prerequisites: Fire Science 1,2 
Students complete the standards in the Fire 
Science program preparing them with basic 
knowledge and training in the fire service 
career field and for continuation in a post-
secondary college degree program. The 
students will study fire behavior, fire sup-
pression, firefighter safety and survival 
building construction, fi re hydraulics, 
firefighting and rescue systems, wild land 
firefighting, emergency medical procedures 
and fire prevention practices. This is a 
Pima JTED enhanced course. Community 
college credit may be available for this 
course. 
   



 

 

Fire Science Internship 1, 2         12 
 
Prerequisites: Authorization Required, Fire 
Science 2, Senior, 1 year 
This course provides students an opportunity 
to apply previously developed fire science 
knowledge and skills while participating in a 
structured work experience. Students may be 
paid or unpaid. This is a Pima JTED enhanced 
course. Community college credit may be 
available for this course. 
 

 

Law, Public Safety and Security 
(2 year program) 

 

Law, Public Safety and Security 1, 2                                      
9 - 12 
 
Prerequisites: None 
This course begins to prepare students to 
apply academic and technical knowledge and 
skills related to common industry standards 
and practices in a variety of settings within 
Law, Public Safety and Security services. This 
is a Pima JTED enhanced course. Community 

college credit may be available for this 
course. 

 
 

Law, Public Safety and Security 
3, 4                                      10 - 12 
 
Prerequisites: Law, Public Safety and 
Security 1,2 
This course prepares students to apply aca-
demic and technical knowledge and skills 
related to common industry standards and 
practices in a variety of settings within Law, 
Public Safety and Security services. This is 
a Pima JTED enhanced course. Community 
college credit may be available for this 
course. 

 
Law, Public Safety and Security  
5, 6                                            11, 12 
 
Prerequisites: Law, Public Safety and 
Security 3,4 
This course prepares students to apply aca-
demic and technical knowledge and skills 

related to common 
industry standards and practices in a vari-
ety of settings within Law, Public Safety 
and Security services. This is a Pima JTED 
enhanced course. Community college 
credit may be available for this course. 

 
 

Law, Public Safety and Security 
Internship 1, 2                              12 
 
Prerequisites: Authorization Required, 
Law, Public Safety and Security 1,2, 
Senior, 1 year. 
This course provides students an opportu-
nity to apply previously developed law, 
public safety and security 
knowledge and skills while participating in a 
structured work experience. Students may 
be paid or unpaid. This is a Pima JTED 
enhanced course. Community college 
credit may be available for this course. 
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Fine Arts or Career and Technical Education,………………………………………………………….1 Credit 

 

The mission of the Sahuaro High School Fine Arts Department is to provide a quality, comprehen-

sive instructional program in art, dance, music and theatre that reflects District, State and Na-

tional Standards while providing the foundation for life-long learning, enrichment, and profi-

ciency in the arts for all students who enroll regardless of their future career paths. The Sa-

huaro Fine Arts Department also strives to provide a safe, nurturing environment in which stu-

dents can explore self-expression, test creativity and reaction, develop curiosity, and take 

chances through performing and creating art. 

To achieve this end, dedicated and certified staff will be employed to present curricula that are 

designed to engage students while stimulating and challenging both artistic achievement and 

creative thinking, focused always upon guiding each student to the fulfillment of his or her ar-

tistic potential.     

 

In addition to artistic proficiencies, it is the goal of the department that students will de-

velop:                                                                                                                    

Life skills using right-brained and higher-order thinking proficiencies. 

A means of self-expression; a “voice”. 

Recognition of cultural and individual diversity/needs. 

A place for themselves in an artistic community. 

A sense of pride that matures through hard work, self-discipline, and strong work ethics. 

 

FINE ARTS 



 

 

ART 

 
Accolades: 

Sahuaro students have a wide variety of 

opportunities to exhibit their art-
work.  These include: 

The yearly Watercolor Guild Art Show 

The Congressional High School Art Com-

petition 

The Tucson/Pima Arts Council Scholar-

ship show 

The National Conferences for the Educa-

tion of the Ceramic Arts 

The annual Sahuaro Art Exhibition, as well 

as other public businesses and govern-

mental buildings.          
 
Student Outcomes:  
Students will: 

Apply media, techniques, and processes 

with sufficient skill, confidence, and sensi-
tivity that their intentions are carried out in 
their artworks. 

Conceive and create works of visual art 

that demonstrate an understanding of how 
the communication of their ideas relates to 
the media, techniques, and processes 
they use. 

Demonstrate the ability to form and de-

fend judgments about the characteristics 
and structures to accomplish commercial, 
personal, communal, or other purposes of 
art. 

Evaluate the effectiveness of artworks in 

terms of organizational structures and 
functions. 

 

BEGINNING  ART                        9 – 12 
 
Prerequisite:  None 

This course will introduce students to the use 
of basic drawing and observation skill. They 
will use the elements of design and the princi-
pals of composition in their artwork.   Instruc-
tion will include drawing, commercial design, 
and on-going group critiques resulting in a 
viable portfolio.  The final projects will use a 
variety of materials to develop self-expression. 

 
Intermediate Art                         10 - 12 
 
Prerequisite:  Beginning Art or previous 
artwork approved by instructor. 
This course will further develop student’s tech-
nical skills and self-expression as well as fur-
ther exploration of various mediums.  The first 
semester focuses on in-depth study of ceram-
ics and the second semester deals with dimen-
sional art assignments. 
 

 

 
AVANCED  ART                   10 - 12 
 
Prerequisite:  At least one previous art 
course, portfolio, AND instructor’s sig-
nature. 
The overall goal of this course is to de-
velop the student’s personal artistic style 
and to expand the student’s ability to cre-
ate “portfolio” pieces.   Class critique and 
individual portfolio reviews are utilized in 
further assisting students in achieving a 
proficient and viable portfolio. Students 
wishing to create an Advanced Placement 
portfolio in which college credits are 
earned have this option available to them 
within the Advanced Art Program. 

 

DANCE 

 
Accolades: 

Kubyina, an original piece conceptual-

ized by Sahuaro students, debuted in 
the Egbert Auditorium to a packed 
house at the 2007 Spring Dance Con-
cert. It was filmed and played on 
TUSD T.V. for a year as an instruc-
tional video for cultural awareness, 
diversity and global genocide. 

Sahuaro dancers have performed at 

the Martin Luther King Classic at the 
McKale Center and Reid Park. 

Sahuaro dancers have been invited to 

dance at events and schools around 
the Tucson area. 

 
Student Outcomes:  
Students will: 

Demonstrate and apply the elements 

of dance: time, space and energy. 

Demonstrate rhythmic acuity and 

projection while performing dance 
skills. 

Demonstrate a synthesis of skeletal 

alignment, articulation of body parts, 
strength, flexibility, agility and coordi-
nation in locomotor and nonlocomo-
tor/axial movements. 

Create and perform combination in a 

variety of dynamic ranges and move-
ment qualities. 

Identify and demonstrate a greater 

length and complexity of steps of 
patterns from a variety of dance 
styles, including modern, hip-hop, 
ballet and jazz. 

Identify and demonstrate a range of 

choreographic processes, structures 
and forms. 

Create a dance that effectively com-

municates a contemporary social 
theme. 

Identify specific criteria for making 

informed critical evaluations of the 
quality and effectiveness of perform-
ances, choreography and improvisa-
tions; apply these criteria to personal 
participation in dance. 

           
BEGINNING DANCE               9 – 12 
 
Prerequisite: Audition AND teacher per-
mission required. 
Students will develop a basic understand-
ing of dance through four primary 
forms:  modern, hip-hop, ballet, and 
jazz.  Dances from various world cultures 
will also be introduced.  No experience is 
necessary.  Emphasis will be given to ex-
ploring dance movement as a means of 
communication and self-expression. Stu-
dents gain performance experience and 
have opportunities to choreograph their 
own works.  

 

INTERMEDIATE DANCE         9 - 12 
 
Prerequisite: Audition Required 
This course builds on a foundation of dance 
included in Beginning Dance. Basic tech-
niques in modern, hip-hop, ballet and jazz 
should be demonstrated. Choreographic 
instruction is expanded and students are 
expected to perform in the school’s dance 
concert. 

 

ADVANCED DANCE             10 - 12 
 
Prerequisite:  Audition Required 
This course is designed for students who 
are advancing from an intermediate to a 
more advanced level of dance technique in 
modern, hip-hop, ballet, and jazz.  Dances 
from various world cultures will also be 
studied.  Continued study in these forms 
will build upon the vocabulary and technical 
skills gained from Beginning and Intermedi-
ate Dance, and focus will be given to devel-
oping individual artistry. Students gain per-
formance experience and have opportuni-
ties to choreograph their own works.  This 
class may participate in musical theatre 
and community performances, their own 
recital as well as school assemblies. 
 

MUSIC – INSTRUMENTAL 

 
BAND 

 
Accolades:  
Perform at music events all over the state 
of Arizona and the southwest US with the 
marching band, concert bands, color guard, 
and percussion  
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Students participate and perform in South 

Central All Region Band, Jazz Academy 
ensembles, Tucson Youth Symphony 
Orchestra, and many other extracurricular 
activities that give them ample perform-
ance opportunities.  

 
Student Outcomes: 

Students are able to read and interpret 

quality music literature. 

Students develop performance skills that 

will benefit them as they move through 
high school and beyond in any perform-
ance setting. 

Students will learn valuable leadership 

skills that will teach them problem solving, 
communication, and various other social 
skills that will carry with them through 
high school, college, and beyond. 

 

 
JAZZ  BAND                              10 - 12 
 
Prerequisite:  Audition Required 
Jazz band is an advanced instrumental en-
semble, studying traditional Jazz as well as 
other styles including Latin, Rock, Funk, and 
others.  Students will learn to improvise solos 
on their instrument. Concurrent enrollment in 
Symphonic Band or Wind Ensemble is re-
quired. Enrollment is for the full year only, and 
attendance at rehearsals AND performances 
outside the school day are required. 
 

INTERMEDIATE BAND               9 - 12 
 
In this class, students will rehearse and per-
form quality concert band literature.  This en-
semble requires an audition for chair place-
ment, but not for registration in the class.  En-
rollment is for the full year only, and atten-
dance at rehearsals AND performances 
outside the school day are required. 

 
ADVANCED BAND              10 - 12 

This advanced ensemble requires an audition, 
and enrollment is strictly limited to a specific 
number. Participation in all scheduled activities 
is conditional to enrollment in this ensem-
ble.  This is the advanced performance en-
semble of the band program.  Enrollment will 
first be limited to those with past successful 
and dedicated experience in the Sahuaro band 
program.  Selected winds and percussion will 
perform on occasion with the Symphonic Or-
chestra. Attendance at rehearsals, competi-
tions, AND performances outside the 
school day are required. 

ORCHESTRA 

 
Accolades: 
The Sahuaro HS orchestras have: 

Attended festivals all over the state of 

AZ. 

Traveled to universities throughout the 

southwestern US. 

Many Sahuaro HS orchestra students 

have performed in the South Central 
Regional Orchestra, the All-State Or-
chestra, and have received superior 
and excellent ratings at Solo and En-
semble Festivals. 

Sahuaro’s orchestra students have 

won scholarships to major universities 
across the country and have even won 
contests to perform solos with the Tuc-
son Symphony Orchestra. 

 
Student Outcomes: 

Students will read music (including 

pitch, duration, meter, tempo, dynam-
ics, phrasing, etc.). 

Students will learn and use the vocabu-

lary of the orchestra (staccato, mar-
cato, legato, ritardando, accent, fer-
mata, tenuto, interval, timbre, registra-
tion, vibrato, syncopation, etc.). 

Students will be able to translate what 

is on the page to their instrument (bow 
placement, weight, speed, torque, etc., 
including all of the previously men-
tioned markings). 

Students will understand written and 

aural music theory, form, and history 
through -practice and rehearsal. 

Students will understand and make 

great music through a well-developed 
and fun rehearsal setting. 

Students will learn methods that will 

increase productivity while practicing 
and while in sectionals. 

Students will be visited at Sahuaro HS 

by (and will travel throughout the south-
west and Arizona to see) professional 
musicians and university professors 

working in the orchestral art.  Extra 
clinics and rehearsals will be given by 
these professionals including members 

of the TSO. 
 
 
INTERMEDIATE ORCHESTRA        
9-12 
Concert Orchestra is a class for students 
desiring to learn and/or improve technical 
and musical skills on their chosen instru-
ments while studying music ranging from 
standard orchestral literature to the latest 
popular songs.  Students enrolled in this 
class will participate in school and commu-
nity performances and may participate in 
extracurricular performance opportunities 
including festivals.  Enrollment is for the full 

year, AND attendance at after school re-
hearsals and performances are required. 

 

ADVANCED ORCHESTRA   10 - 12 
 
Prerequisite:  Audition required. 
This orchestra is for students who have 
mastered the basics of their instrument, but 
wish to learn advanced techniques and 
literature from standard orchestral literature 
to popular music.  They will also have op-
por-tunities to perform in a full orchestra 
(with winds and percussion) setting.  Stu-
dents enrolled in this class will participate in 
community performances as well as festi-
vals.  Enrollment is for the full year AND 
attendance at after school rehearsals and 

performances are required.  
 

MUSIC - VOCAL 
 

Accolades: 
The Sahuaro HS choirs have: 

Attended festivals all over the state of 

AZ and the west coast receiving supe-
rior ratings 

Many Sahuaro HS Choir students 

have performed in the South Central 
Regional Choir, the All-State Choir, 
and have received superior and excel-
lent ratings at Solo and Ensemble 
Festivals. 

 

Student Outcomes: 

Students will read music (including 

pitch, duration, meter, tempo, dynam-
ics, phrasing, etc.). 

Students will be trained in solfege 

gaining an aural vocabulary of interval 
relationships. 

Students will learn how the vocal 

mechanism functions and how to sing 
with healthy technique.  

Students will perform at a high level 

standard and newly composed choral 
literature from different genres and in 
different languages.  

Students will understand written and 

aural music theory, form, and history 
through -practice and rehearsal. 
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Choirs at Sahuaro High School will travel 

throughout Arizona and the southwest 
attending festivals in order to refine the art 
of choral music.  Extra clinics and rehears-
als will be given by conductors and voice 
instructors around the area to enhance the 
learning process.  

 

BEG. MIXED CHOIR                    9 - 12 
 
This is a non-auditioned choral music class for 
boys and girls who wish to sing.  Emphasis is 
placed on vocal production, basic fundamen-
tals of theory, and performance of solo and 
chorus literature.  Students will participate in 
several concerts during the year.  Academic 
eligibility is necessary for those who wish 
to compete.  

 

ADV. CONCERT CHOIR            10 - 12 
 
Prerequisite:  Audition Required 
Students will study a wide variety of choral 
literature including some of the larger choral 
works in collaboration with orchestra. They will 
also study sight-reading, basic theory funda-
mentals (i.e. scales, major/minor keys, inter-
vals, etc.), as well as musical theatre.   Several 
concerts will be presented.  Academic eligibility 
is required for all class members. 

 

ADV. VOCAL ENSEMBLE  
(SAHUARO SINGERS)                        10 - 12 
 
Prerequisite:  Audition Required 
A variety of styles of music including sacred, 
secular, madrigal, pop/vocal jazz and contem-
porary is studied and performed.  Students 
must be enrolled concurrently in the Advanced 
Concert Choir and will participate in several 
school and community concert performances. 
Academic eligibility is required for all class 
members. 

 

Vocal Music, Advanced 1,2          9-12 
(Girls Chorus)  
 
Prerequisite:  Audition required if not in-
volved in other choral program. 
This is a choir for girls who have completed 
Beginning Chorus and/ or posses demon-
strated vocal ability and knowledge of basic 
theory fundamentals.  Three part treble music 
of all styles is studied and performed.  Student 
enrolled in several school and outside perform-
ances.  Audition required if not involved in 
other choral program. 

 
THEATRE ARTS 

Accolades: 
Sahuaro Theatre Arts Students have: 

Participated in local, state, and interna-

tional festivals and conferences such as: 

The Southern AZ Acting 

Festival (University of Ari-
zona, Tucson) 

AZ State Thespian Confer-

ence (Phoenix, AZ) 

International Thespian Festi-

val (Lincoln, Nebraska) 

Repeatedly earned the status of 

Honor Thespian Troupe in the State 
of Arizona for excellent work in theat-
rical productions, school and commu-
nity involvement, and involvement in 
the International Thespian Society 

Been inducted as members of the 

International Thespian Society since 
1968, and have received individual 
recognition and honors such as: 

Star Thespian 

Honor Thespian 

National Honor Thespian 

International Honor Thes-

pian 

Annually been accepted to prominent 

theatre programs at various colleges, 
universities, and conservatories 
throughout the country . 

 
Student Outcomes:  

Students will have opportunities both 

in the classroom and outside of class 
events to learn the essentials of act-
ing, such as improvisation, concentra-
tion, sense recall, breath and vocal 
control, etc. in order to create original 
characters individually or as an en-
semble. 

Students will collaborate with the di-

rector to develop designs and safely 
construct technical aspects of a pro-
duction (set, costumes, props, light-
ing, sound, etc.) to create environ-
ments that are clearly supported in 
the text. 

Students will develop playwriting skills 

by conceptualizing, devising, impro-
vising, developing, writing and revis-
ing original work specifically written 
for the stage, focusing especially on 
theme, plot, conflict, and dialogue. 

Advanced students will have the op-

portunity to direct their peers in a one 
act, where they take on most of the 
responsibilities of a theatrical director, 
such as analyzing a dramatic text to 
develop a directorial concept, develop 
interesting and feasible interpretations 
and production choices, collaborate 
with designers and actors, and dem-
onstrate leadership skills. 

 
 
 

BEG.  THEATRE ARTS        9 - 12 
 
Beginning Theatre Arts is an introductory 
course in acting, voice, and movement for 
the stage, intended to empower students to 
develop a sense of stage presence and 
confidence through theatrical perform-
ance.  Basic theatre vocabulary and stage-
craft are also stressed, providing students 
with a foundation of theatre knowl-
edge.  Some after-school rehearsals and 
tech days are required; performance atten-
dance is mandatory.   

 

INTER. THEATRE ART      10 - 12 
 
Prerequisite:  Beginning Theatre Arts 
and/or audition,  
This course builds on the basic theatre 
knowledge gained from Beginning Theatre 
Arts.  Emphasis is placed on developing a 
better understanding of onstage techniques 
and backstage technical require-
ments.  Students are involved in children’s 
theatre, showcase performances, and 
smaller-scale stage productions.  Advanced 
students who cannot take the two-hour 
Advanced Block or commit to the out-of-
class rehearsal schedule should enroll in 
this course.  Some out-of-class rehearsal 
time is required.  Students may repeat this 
course for credit with teacher approval. 
 

ADV. THEATRE ARTS BLOCK     
11 - 12 
 
Prerequisite:  Intermediate Theatre Arts 
and/or audition. This two-hour block em-
phasizes advanced theatre techniques 
through practical application.  Students are 
involved in all aspects of major play pro-
duction, as well as acting competitions, 
festivals, conferences, etc.  After-school 
rehearsals, Saturday Tech days, and per-
formance attendance are mandatory.  Stu-
dents who cannot fit the two-hour block into 
their schedules or commit to the out-of-
class rehearsal schedule should enroll in 
Intermediate Theatre Arts.   

 
INTRO TO DIRECTING             12 
           
Prerequisite:  Student must be currently 
enrolled in the Advanced Theatre Arts 
Block AND have teacher permission.   
This course is intended for experienced 
theatre students only who desire additional 
theatrical training in the art of stage direct-
ing.  Those enrolled will meet concurrently 
with a beginning theatre arts class and be 
responsible for various projects, including 
the submission of a director’s notebook and 
the direction of a one-act production. 

 

Page 30 

 
 
 

Fine Arts 



 

 

Page 31 
Physical Education 

 

TUSD Requirements for Graduation – class of 2013/2014 /2015               

Physical Education,………………………………………………………….1 Credit 

 

Students are able to participate in a variety of activities that focus on improvement of their over-

all health and fitness.  Each pupil will be exposed to basic skills necessary to enjoy participa-

tion and observation of varied team and individual sports. 

HEALTH                10 - 12 

 
To provide as much factual information concern-
ing ones physical, mental, and social well being 
during an 18-week course, thereby enabling one 
to make responsible life choices.  

 
  Objectives: 
The classroom instruction will provide students 
with a variety of learning skills all while leaning 
about health related topics.  The student will be 
able to present information to others, work well 
with others, debate, learn test taking skills, and 
acquire reading and writing skills to better prepare 

them for A.I.M.S. testing. 
 

Topics of Discussion: 
Mental Health   
Stress    
Family    
Relationships 
Life Cycle    
Fitness    
Eating Disorders   
Communicable Diseases 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases 
Tobacco/Drug Use 
Alcohol Abuse 
Mental Disorders 
Relationships 
Depression 
Systems of the body 
Nutrition 

 
The student will be able to: 

Make responsible choices towards own 

health. 

Identify different diseases and illnesses. 

Learn the dangers of alcohol and tobacco 

abuse. 

Learn importance of a balanced diet and 

exercise. 

Learn how the body fights off diseases.   

Identify the signs of who may be depressed/

suicidal. 
 

Coed  PE    1, 2      Freshmen    9 
This PE class has a strong emphasis on develop-
ing fitness and skills in a collaborative teaching 
atmosphere.  Activities include: volleyball, flag 
football, soccer, basketball, track and field, bad-
minton, tennis, pickle ball, and lacrosse.  Physical 
fitness will be integrated in each of these sports.  
Classroom instruction  provides an opportunity to 

learn skills, drills and strategies.  All PE 

classes include a reading and writing 
component. 
 

Coed PE 3  Badminton 10 -12 
 
This PE class is designed to teach students 
the game of badminton.  Students will learn 
technique and develop doubles and singles 
tactical understanding of the game. At the 
completion of the course students will be 
able to compete recreationally or competi-
tively in this popular life long activity. 
 

Weight Training       10 -12 
 

Instruction is provided in the fundamental 
techniques of weight-lifting, spotting and 
aerobic conditioning along with safety and 
etiquette in the weight room. Information on 
training techniques, basic anatomy and diet 
as they relate to weight lifting and aerobic 
conditioning are presented. 
 

Body Conditioning   1,2        10-12 
 

Prerequisite:  Has taken PE or weight 
training class or has the ability to com-
plete all Olympic lifts. 
 Students will utilize 21st a century strength 
and conditioning system to increase per-
formance levels.  Focus will be on explo-
sive high intensity Olympic lifts paired with 
daily fast moving ballistic conditioning.  
Students will increase strength levels, core, 
balance, foot speed and overall cardiovas-
cular endurance.  
 

Body Conditioning 3  Aero-

bics A       10 -12 
 

This PE class focuses on personal fitness 
training through a diverse selection of work-
out routines and activities.  These activities 
are to include Zumba, Pilates, Yoga, P90X 
and Insanity training, Step Aerobics, Resis-
tance Band and Fitness Ball workouts plus 
other individualized cross-training exer-
cises.  The goal of this class is to improve 
students’ overall health-related fitness lev-
els in aerobic capacity, flexibility, muscular 
strength and endurance.  The classroom 
environment will be encouraging and posi-
tive with emphasis on the individual. 

 

DRIVERS EDUCATION   10 
 
The number one cause of death amongst 
teenagers is automobile collisions.  This 
class could save your life! During the 
eighteen weeks of classroom instruction 
we will focus on good attitude, defensive 
driving and learning the rules of the road-
way.  
 Classroom Topics will include: 

Alcohol  

Drugs 

The laws of physics and how each 

affects driving and reaction time.  
 

We will integrate reading, writing, math 
and computers daily, especially during two 
projects that include researching the pur-
chase of a car and planning a trip across 
the United States.  Students will have the 
opportunity to hear from guest speakers 
that include The Tucson Police Depart-
ment, an insurance agent, a motorcycle 
awareness group and a conductor from 
the railroad.  18 hours of simulator ex-
perience will help develop the neces-
sary fundamental skills of operating a 
moving vehicle. 
 

BEHIND THE WHEEL              10 
 
Prerequisite:  Drivers Education 
Qualification for behind the wheel includes 
completing classroom coursework with a 
passing grade and learners permit.  The 
Course includes 6 hours of class time 
outside of the school day.  Minimum 
age is fifteen and six months.  The 
class waives the 30 hours parent/
guardian supervised driving practice 
and the road test the graduated driver 
license.  The student may be eligible for 
discounted rates with auto insurance 
agencies.  There is an added fee for this 
class.  The student will receive training in 
basic car control in the residential, city and 
highway driving area.  Some of the more 
difficult driving situations that will be 
taught and practice are, right on red, left at 
a stop light, U- turns, and parallel parking. 
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Universities require 2 years of a foreign Language for acceptance.  

 

Mandarin Chinese 1, 2             9 - 12 
 
Students are introduced to basic conversational 
vocabulary and sentence patterns of modern 
standard (Mandarin) Chinese as used on the 
Chinese mainland. Students will learn proper 
pronunciation (including the 4 tones) using the 
Pinyin system and will be introduced to 150 sim-
plified Hanzi (Chinese characters) and their rele-
vant character combinations for vocabulary de-
velopment. All four language skills will be devel-
oped with an emphasis on basic oral/aural profi-
ciency through short conversations, dialogs and 
other cultural activities.  Basic reading and writing 
activities will enhance students’ basic compe-
tency with Chinese grammar points. 
 

Mandarin Chinese 3, 4  9- 12 
 
Prerequisites:  Mandarin Chinese 1, 2 or 
equivalent competency. 
 
Students expand their conversational skills 
through enhanced sentence patterns and the 
continued acquisition of new vocabulary through 
simulated real-life situations. In addition, they are 
introduced to an additional 300 simplified Chi-
nese characters (total 450) and their combina-
tions.  Longer readings and short basic writing 
activities will be introduced to develop contextual 
competencies.  Later in the spring, students will 
have an opportunity to exchange “pen-pal” mes-
sages with high-school students in China. 

 

Mandarin Chinese 5,6  9- 12 
 
Prerequisites:  Mandarin Chinese 3,4 or 
equivalent competency. 
 
The third year Chinese course is to help students 
to improve upon their lower-intermediate skills of 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The 
course will focus on comprehending more ad-
vanced materials than in Chinese 3-4.  The ob-

jectives and scope of the third year focus on 
increasing listening comprehension, improving 
conversational ability, composition, skills, and 
extensive character recognition.  This course 
emphasizes reading sill and translation ability 
while coordinating audio-lingual activities with 
reading development.  Understanding cultural 
differences and similarities are continuously 
highlighted through art, music, film, history, 
current events, field trips to the local commu-
nity, and study programs in different regions in 
China 

 

SPANISH 1, 2                        9 - 12 
 
In first-year Spanish, students learn to under-
stand, speak, read, and write basic material.  
The sounds of the language are learned 
through dialogues, practice exercises and 
situations. Students also learn to apply basic 
Spanish grammar, including the present and 
simple past tenses of verbs, to form new ideas 
and to communicate them to others. Cultural 
information about Spanish-speaking countries 
is taught as part of the content. This course is 
an academic elective; it fulfills one of Arizona’s 
college entrance requirements. 
 

SPANISH  3, 4             9 - 12 
 

Prerequisite:  8
th

 grade credit equivalent 
to an A or B, grade of C or higher in 
Spanish 1, 2   
 
The development of skills learned in first-year 
Spanish is continued.  Greater emphasis is 
placed on oral proficiency as well as listening, 
reading, and writing in Spanish. Knowledge of 
grammar is expanded to include most of the 
verb tenses beyond the present and simple 
past tenses. Cultural information is taught 
through basic content readings and supple-
mental materials. Brief cultural projects and 
oral presentations given in Spanish are ex-

pected.  This course is an academic elective; 
it fulfills one of Arizona’s college entrance 

requirements. 
 
 

Korean  1,2                                9-12 
 
Korea has one of the fastest growing econo-
mies in the world and is a leader in the high-
tech and industrial global economy.  This 
class will give you the opportunity to partici-
pate in a global cultural exchange, serve as 
an ambassador to Korean students, develop 
global friendships and possibly give you the 
opportunity to study in Korea.  This course 
offers high school foreign language credit and 
is one of the critical needs languages. 
 

Korean  3,4                                9-12 
 

TBA 
 
 

French 1,2           9 - 12 
 
This course acquaints the student with speak-
ing, listening, writing and reading the French 
language.  There is an emphasis on vocabu-
lary and grammar, as well as the culture of the 
French-speaking world.  Films, plays, stories, 
French cuisine and French games augment 
and enhance this course. 

'It is today we must create the world of 

the future.' Eleanor Roosevelt 

'We need to be the authors of our own life.' 

Peter Senge 



 

 

.Library Media Center 
 

Purpose: 

Ensure that students and staff are effec-

tive users of ideas and information.  This 
mission is accomplished: 

By providing intellectual and physical 

access to materials in all formats. 

By providing instruction to foster compe-

tence and stimulate interest in reading, 
viewing, and using information and ideas. 

By working with other educators to design 

learning strategies to meet the needs of 
individual students. 

 

School wide learning outcomes: 

Identify research needs and locate appro-

priate information efficiently and effec-
tively. 

Familiarity with a variety of materials. 

Use OPAC (online catalog) for locating 

print. 

Navigate databases. 

Give credit to authors of information using 

standard bibliographic format. 

Use parenthetical citations for quotations 

and paraphrased material. 

Use systematic approach to research 

including, but not limited to, note taking 
and graphic organizers. 

Recognize the value of recreational read-

ing and use a variety of strategies to meet 
their personal needs. 

Assess print materials for credibility, 

scope, suitability, and relevance. 

Assess electronic resources for credibility, 

scope, suitability and relevance. 

Use Boolean search strategies to limit or 

expand electronic searches. 

Utilize the variety of search tools unique 

to Internet and database resources. 

Clear understanding of plagiarism, its 

definition, prevention, and conse-
quences. 

Be able to apply knowledge of library 

organization to new environments. 

Be able to utilize worldwide resources 

available outside of the school commu-
nity (public & university libraries). 

 

LIBRARY PRACTICE          10 - 12  
 
Prerequisite:  Excellent attendance re-
quired.   
This course is recommended for the student 
who wants both academic and practical 
work experience in library procedures and 
skills.  Those who enroll will become knowl-
edgeable in many phases of library work 
through practical work experience and be 
exposed to a variety of literature through 
reading and written reviews; letter grades 
are awarded.  Entrance to this course may 
be at the beginning of either semester. One-
half credit is given for each semester com-
pleted. 
 

TEACHER AIDE        10-12 
 
Prerequisite: One credit successfully 
completed in the department.  Teacher 
permission AND regular attendance. 
A department aide is selected to assist the 
teacher in classroom procedures.  A stu-
dent may be a department or office aide 
for a maximum of one credit in the four 
years of high school.  This is a Pass/Fail 
class and will not qualify a student for Sa-
huaro’s academic letters, bars, and lamp. 
 

OFFICE AIDE         10- 12 
 
Prerequisite:  Computer keyboarding or 
Business Education course is recom-
mended. 

Office Aide is a course designed to intro-
duce a student to an office atmosphere and 
to give a student practical skills and work 
experience.  The student will be trained in 
general office work procedures -- working 
with the public, filing, photocopying, typing, 
organizing data, and providing assistance 
to the school secretarial and clerical staff.  
The student should have a strong interest 
in a business career.  A student may be 
an office or department aide for a maxi-
mum of one credit in the four years of 
high school.  This is a Pass/Fail class 
and will not qualify a student for Sahuaro’s 
academic letters, bars, and lamp.  
 
 

STUDENT GOVERNMENT   9- 12 
 

The Student Council comprised of students 
elected as representatives of the student 
body, plans and implements programs and 
activities that contribute to school spirit and 
student involvement. 
 
 

STUDENT SERVICE LEARNING
         11- 12 
 

Prerequisite:   Authorization Required 
 
Service Learning is a form of learning from 
experiences. Students can expect to learn 
critical thinking skills from working with the 
needs of their peers in a classroom setting.  
Activities include peer tutoring and peer 
leadership.  Expect to be supervised by a 
classroom teacher.  Benefits include char-
acter development and valuable life skills 
which will aid and enrich life. 
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General Electives 

'Life is a series of lessons 
that have to be under-

stood.' Thomas Carlyle 

'Destiny is not a matter of 
chance it is a matter of 

choice.' Anon 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


