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MISSION STATEMENT
Sharon High School is a safe and supportive community that provides relevant and diverse opportunities for all students to become
active learners and responsible citizens. By fostering a climate of respect, honesty, and accountability, Sharon High School empowers
students to apply academic skills, take creative risks, strive for excellence, and achieve their highest potential.

Mission Statement Acronym:

Respect – Empower – Achieve – Create – Honor

EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENT PERFORMANCE
ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS
Students at Sharon High School will:
•Read and listen effectively
•Write and speak effectively
•Solve problems analytically and critically
•Work both independently and cooperatively
•Use technology effectively

SOCIAL EXPECTATIONS
Students at Sharon High School will:
•Value the physical and emotional well-being of self and others
•Demonstrate respectful behavior
•Participate in activities beyond the classroom

CIVIC EXPECTATIONS
Students at Sharon High School will:
•Demonstrate responsible citizenship with a global perspective
•Value community diversity
•Demonstrate an honest and moral character

ACCREDITATION STATEMENT
Sharon High School is accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges, Inc., a non-governmental, nationally
recognized organization whose affiliated institutions include elementary schools through collegiate institutions offering postgraduate
instruction.
Accreditation of an institution by the New England Association indicates that it meets or exceeds criteria for the assessment of
institutional quality periodically applied through a peer group review process. An accredited school or college is one which has
available the necessary resources to achieve its stated purposes through appropriate educational programs, is substantially doing so,
and gives reasonable evidence that it will continue to do so in the foreseeable future. Institutional integrity is also addressed through
accreditation.
Accreditation by the New England Association is not partial but applies to the institution as a whole. As such, it is not a guarantee of
the quality of every course or program offered, or the competence of individual graduates. Rather, it provides reasonable assurance
about the quality of opportunities available to students who attend the institution.
Inquiries regarding the status of an institution’s accreditation by the New England Association should be directed to the administrative
staff of the school or college. Individuals may also contact the Association:
NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES
209 BURLINGTON ROAD
BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 01730-1433
617-271-0022
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FOREWORD
On behalf of the faculty and staff of Sharon High School, I am pleased to present the SHS Program of Studies for the
2017 - 2018 school year. The process that begins this week is a very important part of the education of our students, as a
great deal of time and effort has gone into developing a sound academic program that attempts to meet the needs and
interests of all students. Consequently, there is an expectation that students avail themselves of the opportunities that
Sharon High School offers.
As we all know, the time that a student spends at Sharon High School is very important, and it is imperative that students
make conscientious decisions about their academic program. There are certain goals and competencies that each student
will want to fulfill, and the SHS Program of Studies will provide some of the information that each student needs to
make thoughtful choices. This booklet contains information about our graduation requirements, the course selection and
scheduling process, and includes brief descriptions of every course offered. Also included are related policies, as well as
sections devoted to some of the specialized services that are provided.
In order to develop an appropriately challenging and stimulating educational program, I advise all students to seek the
advice of the adults around them, including their teachers, guidance counselors, and family. All are ready to assist
students plan an educational experience that will serve as a foundation for current and future success. It is our collective
and sincere hope that all students reach the goals, dreams and aspirations they establish.
Good luck and enjoy the remainder of the school year! If there is any way in which I can be of assistance, please let me
know.
Sincerely and respectfully,

Jose Libano, Ed.D.
Principal

ADMINISTRATION
Guidance Counselors & Office Staff
Student Counselor Assignments for 2017 – 2018
•
•

To	
  contact	
  a	
  teacher	
  of	
  staff	
  member,	
  please	
  call	
  781-‐784-‐1554	
  and	
  enter	
  the	
  individual’s	
  extension.	
  	
  	
  
You may also use the dial by name feature by pressing #1.

To	
  e-‐mail	
  a	
  faculty	
  or	
  staff	
  member	
  use	
  their	
  name.	
  	
  For	
  example	
  to	
  e-‐mail	
  John	
  Doe:	
  	
  (j_doe@sharon.k12.ma.us).	
  
The e-mail system is NOT case sensitive

STAFF

STUDENT ASSIGNMENTS

SHS Administration &
Guidance Office Staff
Jose Libano, Principal

X 8001

Nick Bacigalupi, Assistant Principal

X 8003

Mary Trahan, Assistant Principal

X 8002

Bob Pomer, Guidance Director

X 8027

Jennifer Graveline, Special Ed. Administrator

X 8015

Andrea d’Entremont

X 8021

Jacquie Kaye

X 8020

Tanya Keeney

X 8019

Susan McAvoy

X 8024

Shelley Myerson

X 8022

Erin Regan

X 8023

Dawn Phelps, Secretary

X 8025

Maureen Olsen, Secretary

X 8070

Ext.

Guidance Counselor

Mr. Bacigalupi
Class of
2021

Ms. Trahan
Class of
2020

Mr. Bacigalupi
Class of
2019

Ms. Trahan
Class of
2018

Ms. Keeney

TBD

A – Da

A - Dat

A-D

Ms. d'Entremont

TBD

De - Ha

Dav - Gre

E-H

Ms. Regan

TBD

He - Kl

Gri - Lil

I -L

Ms. Myerson

TBD

Ko - Mo

Lis - Ran

M-P

Ms. McAvoy

TBD

Mu - Sp

Rav - Sta

R-S

Ms. Kaye

TBD

St - Z

Ste - Z

T-Z
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GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA)
The GPA is a cumulative computation of a student’s
academic standing. Final grades from all academic major
courses and leveled electives that are taken in grade 9
through grade 11 (six semesters) are used to determine the
GPA, which is weighted according to the level of the
course. The GPA is updated annually at the end of the
school year. The school profile shows the relative
strength of the student in their class, as well as the
strength of the class in terms of grade achievement.
Students who transfer to SHS from another High School
will have a GPA calculated using ONLY SHS grades,
unless the student transfers in prior to the start of grade
10.

NATIONAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC
ASSOCIATION (NCAA)
Not all Sharon High School courses have been approved by the
NCAA. It is the responsibility of the student to verify their
eligibility for participation in NCAA Division I and II athletics.
More information is available at www.eligibilitycenter.org.
The Sharon High School code is 221895.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
The Sharon High School Diploma is awarded for successfully
earning a minimum of 102 credits, passing the state’s mandatory
MCAS examinations, and attaining a passing grade in the
following course areas:

The weighted GPA is based on
a 6.3 point scale as follows:

Letter
Grade

Advanced
Placement
& Honors

Standard
&
Accelerated

Foundations

A+

6.3

5.3

4.3

A

6.0

5.0

4.0

A-

5.7

4.7

3.7

B+

5.3

4.3

3.3

B

5.0

4.0

3.0

B-

4.7

3.7

2.7

C+

4.3

3.3

2.3

C

4.0

3.0

2.0

C-

3.7

2.7

1.7

D+

3.3

2.3

1.3

D

3.0

2.0

1.0

D-

2.7

1.7

0.7

F

0

0

0

English

Social Studies

20 credits
(English I, English II or World
Studies, English III or American
Studies, English IV or
Humanities)
15 credits including:
World History I, II, or World
Studies, and US History or
American Studies

Mathematics

20 credits

Science

15 credits

Foreign Language

10 credits
of the same language

Unified Arts

5 credits*
from Theatre Arts, Visual Arts,
Musical Arts, or Electronic Media

Wellness

5 credits
(1 each in grades 9 & 10)

Additional Elective
Courses

Additional credits to equal 102

* Beginning w/class of 2021
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COURSE LEVELS
The educational program at Sharon High School is based upon our fundamental belief that students are life-long learners, and that Sharon High
School has a responsibility to provide its students with a diverse set of learning opportunities. All courses offered at Sharon High School are
considered college-preparatory in nature. They are differentiated by the degree of difficulty, the intensity of study, and the pace at which the material
is presented; therefore, course levels have been designed to provide the maximum intellectual challenge to each student, and students should make
decisions about their future courses based on their past academic performance, as well as departmental recommendations, and the advice of their
teachers, guidance counselor, and parent(s)/guardian(s). Placement assumes that ability will allow for success, but student effort is required, and it is
expected that a student earning low grades will commit to improvement by working with her/her teacher during Eagle Block or after school. Even
so, low grades are not sufficient grounds for a course or level change. Please read the headings and narratives for each course carefully; they will
allude to the rigor and academic expectations for each course. It is also essential that students converse with the adults in their lives, learn as much as
they can about each course, and then make careful and thoughtful decisions about choosing the appropriate level during the course selection process.
It should also be noted that while colleges and universities look favorably upon students who challenge themselves with a vigorous course load, they
also look very favorably upon students who lead well-balanced lives and attain good grades – meaning, students who manage their time well, don’t
overextend themselves, and strive to always perform at a high level. Consequently, any student who signs up for AP or Honors courses must be
prepared to balance their personal interests (i.e. family, sports, activities) with the extra time and effort that it may take to be academically successful,
especially if they is heavily involved outside of the classroom, or prior educational experiences and testing (MCAS, PSAT, SAT, ACT) indicate that
attaining good grades may be difficult.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES
The Advanced Placement (AP) Program gives students the opportunity to pursue college-level studies while in high school and to receive advanced
placement credit at colleges that are willing to grant credit. By challenging and stimulating students, the AP Program accelerates learning, rewards
achievement, and enhances both high school and college programs. Advanced Placement examinations are offered in May to give high school
students the opportunity to demonstrate college-level achievement. The cost for each test in 2017 is $93.00, and while there is no guarantee of credit
or placement in college, taking an AP exam and submitting the scores does add strength to a student’s credentials for college admission. Payment is
collected in early March, and it is expected that students who enroll in Advanced Placement courses will take the corresponding Advanced Placement
exam.

HONORS COURSES
Honors courses are designated as such because the work pace, workload, and daily expectations are significantly more demanding than the Standard
courses offered at Sharon High School. Students should fully understand that there is an obligation to exert extra time and effort in order to ensure
success in these courses.
Students who choose to enroll in Honors courses should be able to navigate the curriculum without help from tutors, parents, or extensive help from
the teacher.

STANDARD / ACCELERATED COURSES
ALL courses at Sharon High School, regardless of title and level designation, are designed to prepare students for the pursuit of higher education. In
light of this fact, as well as Sharon High School’s academic history and profile, students can be assured that courses, regardless of designation (i.e.,
“AP”, “Honors”, “Accelerated”, “Standard”, “Foundations”), are vigorous and challenging in nature.

MULTI-LEVELED COURSES
Multi-Leveled courses allow students to pursue the course at a level of their choosing. Courses designated as multi-leveled have different
requirements for each level that is offered. Teachers provide each student with the work expectations for each level on the first day of class.
Students will then be expected to select the level to which they will commit for the remainder of the course using the following deadlines:
•
•
•

For semester courses, this decision must be made by the end of the second cycle (12th school day).
For year-long courses, this decision must be made by the end of the third cycle (18th school day).
Requests for level changes will not be honored after a student commits to a specific level.

FOUNDATIONS COURSES
In these college-preparatory courses students work with increasing independence on critical thinking, problem solving, reading, and writing within
the content area. The classes are often smaller, feature more structured instruction, and in some cases offer co-teaching to allow for more
individualized attention.

UNLEVELED COURSES
Unleveled courses are those for which the final grade is not factored into the student’s GPA.
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THE SCHEDULING PROCESS

COURSE CHANGE POLICY

Planning an educational program is an ongoing process, and
it should involve as many people as possible, including,
YOU, your parent(s)/guardian(s), your teachers and your
guidance counselor.
By engaging in frequent and
collaborative discussion, you are sure to make well-informed
decisions, so please keep the following in mind:

The master schedule for Sharon High School is created based
upon the requests of all students. The course selection
process helps determine teacher assignments, courses offered
or not offered, room assignments, and the number of sections
of each course that is offered. Because the course selection
process is a cooperative venture between the student, the
parent(s)/guardian(s), the teacher, and the guidance
counselor, it is expected that when course selections are
made, the student will have the fortitude to stick with the
decision. It is also our assumption that a responsible and
thoughtful decision has been made. Therefore, any proposed
change must be discussed with the teacher involved, the
department coordinator, and the guidance counselor.
Although some changes may be made, it should be clearly
understood that requests will not automatically be honored or
approved.

The Program of Studies has been prepared with YOU in
mind. Read it first to obtain information on the entire high
school curriculum; then, read it a second time, more
carefully, to obtain specific information on those courses
which are either required for next year, or in which you have
a particular interest and may choose to elect.
Over the course of the next few weeks, you are strongly
encouraged to have conversations with your classroom
teachers and department coordinators. The classroom teacher
has an in-depth knowledge of the content of various courses
taught within their academic department. In addition, they is
usually aware of the level of expectation within each course.
Knowing you as a student, your teacher can recommend an
appropriate course or level to select within the curricular
area.

Sharon High School has a course change policy that takes its
scheduling process into account; the parameters are outlined
below and require a student to complete a full cycle (6 school
days) to experience the courses in which they is enrolled
before pursuing any potential schedule change.
• No schedule changes will be entertained during
the first cycle (6 school days) of the school year.
• Schedule changes may be proposed at the start of
the second cycle (7th school day) of the
school year.
• Schedule changes for semester courses must be
completed by the end of the second cycle (12th
school day) of the semester.
• Schedule changes for year-long courses must be
completed by the end of the third cycle (18th
school day) of the school year.
• Students granted approval for a course change
will be required to complete all work necessary to
catch up to the curriculum being addressed in the
new course.

Your guidance counselor can also help. She has a broad
understanding of the entire curriculum, and besides having a
strong sense for your performance and ability level, the
counselor is very much aware of the courses you need to
fulfill graduation requirements. Your guidance counselor
will also be able to provide suggestions about the kind of
program and courses that will be helpful as you prepare to
pursue post-high school plans.
On Thursday, March 2nd @ 6:30 p.m. an overview of the
Program of Studies and the scheduling process will be
presented in the auditorium. Department coordinators,
teachers, and administrators will participate in this
presentation, and you and your parent(s)/guardian(s) are
invited and encouraged to attend because you are likely to
receive beneficial information regarding this important
process.

During the first cycle, and following this “add/drop period”,
schedule changes will not be entertained unless teachers,
department chairs, guidance counselors and administrators
deem the reason valid and appropriate. Low grades are not
sufficient grounds for a course change. The final decision to
approve or deny any course change request lies solely with
the Principal.

You must submit your course selections online by Sunday,
March 19th.
While the school will do its best to
accommodate your requests, not all student choices can be
accommodated because of budget decisions, scheduling
constraints, student enrollment, teacher availability, and
school placement policies.
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TIME MANAGEMENT WORKSHEET
The purpose of this worksheet is to help you budget your time. In any given 7-day week you have a lot of responsibilities to juggle in
and outside of school. By thinking about and documenting how you spend your time, you may be able to make more informed
decisions and reduce some stress as a result.
Next to each course in the Program of Studies is a reference to the approximate amount of time that you should probably budget per
week for homework in that course. These numbers are not intended to be exact figures and may change from week to week.
Variables that can affect the time you spend on homework each week may include: whether or not you were recommended for the
course/level, your personal study habits, where you choose to study, your academic strengths, & if you are distracted by TV, social
media, etc. From a teacher’s perspective, the time you spend on homework might also change depending on: the curricular topic, the
nature of a homework assignment, & the point in time during the school year.
Though the amount of time you spend on homework can vary for a variety of reasons, you are strongly encouraged to use this
worksheet and the approximate times listed next to each course in the Program of Studies. Doing so can help you create a balanced
schedule guided by your interests and commitments outside of school. It is our hope that these resources prove helpful to you as you
manage your life as a student at Sharon High School.

A. Activities of Daily Living

Approximate Hours/7-Day Week

Sleep (average/night)
Personal Care (readying for school, outings)
House Chores
Family Time & Meals
Exercise & Fitness (non-SHS related)
Religious Observance
Other use of time?
Total Hours

B. School Academic Activities

Approximate Hours/7-Day Week

Attendance (calculated 8:00– 2:45)
Transportation to/from SHS
English HW
Social Studies HW
Math HW
Science HW
Foreign Language HW
Elective #1 HW
Elective #2 HW

33.75

Total Hours

C. Extra-Curricular Activities

Approximate Hours/7-Day Week

SHS Sports (Practices/Games)
SHS Clubs (Meetings, Rehearsals, Performances)
Job/Scheduled Work
Community Service
Tutoring/Test Prep/Private Lessons
Online Activities (Social Media, Computer)
Hanging Out with Friends
Hobbies/Interests
Other use of time?
Total Hours

Summary of Total Hours:
A

B

+

C

+

=
Cannot Exceed
168 Hours/Week

Interactive Time Management Calculator
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EXTENDED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES & INDEPENDENT STUDY
Although Sharon High School offers a rich and diverse academic program, there are subjects of interest to our students that may not
necessarily be offered at Sharon High School. In order to meet the needs and interests of all students who express a desire to pursue
such interests and enhance their educational experience, Sharon High School offers students in grades 11 and 12 the opportunity for
Independent Study and Extended Learning Opportunities.
Independent Study is coordinated through student/teacher collaboration to further explore a curricular area at SHS. In addition,
Sharon High School is developing partnerships with several organizations to provide these Extended Learning Opportunities – such
as, on-line courses, adult education, dual-enrollment programs or independent study. Due to the vigorous nature of the existing
Sharon High School curriculum, participation in such programs is generally only recommended for students who are self-directed
and extremely motivated. It is Sharon High School’s intent to work collaboratively with outside agencies, and Sharon High School
is willing to consider joint ventures beyond those named below. Currently, there are working relationships with the following
organizations: Virtual High School Incorporated (see Virtual High School, page 11), Framingham State University, Sharon
Community Education, Cottage Street School, the Sharon Early Childhood Center, and the Sharon Advocate.
Students who wish to pursue a course of study through either program must complete the Extended Learning
Opportunity/Independent Study Application, which may be acquired in the Guidance Department Office.
The application must indicate and include the following:
• a description of the student’s proposed program(s) of study
• the curricular topic and a summary of the resources that will be used to facilitate the program of study
• the proposed duration of the program, and the forms of assessment that will be utilized to measure the student’s
successful completion of the proposed program
• the proposed number of credits (not to exceed 2.5 per semester)
• commitment signatures from the student, parent or guardian, and the participating faculty member (teacher, guidance
counselor, or administrator), and approval signatures from the student’s guidance counselor and the subject area
coordinator
• students with at least one grade below B- on their most recent report card must submit a written appeal to
participate in these programs
Applications are due by the end of the second cycle of the intended semester of study. Submitted applications will be reviewed in a
timely fashion by the Principal and the Guidance Coordinator, who will determine if the partnership/program of study can be
aligned with both the school’s mission and the goals of the student.
The Principal and the Guidance Coordinator will communicate in writing any approval, denial, and/or recommendation or
expectation for change required for future approval.
Programs of study submitted for review after-the-fact or after the deadline date will generally not be considered but may be
appealed to the Superintendent.
In light of the fact that Sharon High School does offer a rich and diverse academic program, and because there is an expectation that
all students at Sharon High School take a full complement of courses each year (30.0 credits), Sharon High School reserves the right
to limit the number of participating students, as well as the number of credits that may be granted and applied towards the
fulfillment of Sharon High School’s graduation requirements through such programs. At the present time, those students who meet
at least one of the following conditions will be given consideration to participate:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

those who lack the necessary credits to maintain pace with their anticipated graduation date
those with scheduling conflicts that cannot be resolved, thereby preventing students from taking certain courses
those with documented medical concerns that prevent them from attending school for a significant period of time
those considering withdrawing from school during their senior year (see Withdrawal from School in the
Parent/Student handbook)
those wishing to take on additional coursework, above and beyond a full schedule (30 credits)
those involved in specialized travel or training over a limited period of time that effects regular school attendance
those wishing to pursue vocational or technical careers, or to explore possible career options
those wishing to explore coursework above and beyond that which is offered at Sharon High School

Participating students are expected to meet and consult with their cooperating teacher either before or after the regular school day on
a regular, pre-determined basis (i.e. weekly), and will be graded on a Pass/Fail basis. Those who successfully complete a program
of study through the Extended Learning Opportunity/Independent Study Program will be awarded credits in accordance with Sharon
High School’s existing credit structure. The student’s transcript will be updated to reflect completion of the program (a grade of
Pass or Fail); however, grades from these programs of study are not incorporated into GPA calculations or Honor Roll decisions.
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At no time may a student pursue multiple programs of study through Independent Study/Extended Learning Opportunities and/or
Internship (see below) concurrently, or earn more than 5.0 credits through such programs in a given year.
Finally, though Sharon High School is committed to providing students with varied and rewarding opportunities, there are often
transportation and/or enrollment costs associated with the pursuit of such a program. Funds are generally not available to support
Extended Learning Opportunities/Independent Study, and students (and parents/guardians) should be prepared to incur any related
expenses.

INTERNSHIPS
Students interested in pursuing career-oriented study in technology or education may have the opportunity to participate in an
internship at Sharon High School. Internships are currently available through the English and Mathematics departments, as well as
the Technology department and Pathways program. Unlike Extended Learning Opportunities and Independent Study, Internships
are designed to be integrated into the school day, serving as the student’s sixth course.
Internships meet five times in the six-day cycle for a semester or full year, and students are assigned to a particular period in the
schedule. Semester internships will generally be awarded 2.5 credits, and 5.0 credits for a full year. Expectations are outlined in the
course descriptions (Internships, page 93).
As there are a limited number of internships available each year, students must apply to participate, and not every applicant may
have the opportunity to participate. The application may require teacher recommendation or endorsement, an interview with the
collaborating staff member, or other requirements as determined by that staff member.
Participating students are expected to meet and consult with their cooperating teacher on a regular, pre-determined basis, and will be
graded on a Pass/Fail basis. Those who successfully complete an internship will be awarded credits in accordance with Sharon
High School’s existing credit structure. The student’s transcript will be updated to reflect completion of the program (a grade of
Pass or Fail); however, these grades will not be incorporated into GPA calculations or Honor Roll decisions. At no time may a
student pursue multiple programs of study through Internship and/or Independent Study/Extended Learning Opportunities
concurrently, or earn more than 5.0 credits through such programs in a given year.

VIRTUAL HIGH SCHOOL
Virtual High School (VHS) is a non-profit organization that offers online learning opportunities to high school students throughout
the United States and the world. VHS utilizes teachers from member schools to teach courses. Because of the large number and
variety of member schools in VHS, VHS offers a wide range of classes. Many courses are available, including Advanced
Placement, honors, and standard courses spanning a variety of disciplines and interests.
Juniors and seniors at Sharon High School may apply to take courses through VHS. Because VHS uses an online format, students
must possess a high degree of self-discipline and independence in order to keep up with the coursework. Interested students should
peruse the VHS catalogue of courses and see if there are courses that interest them. Some courses have grade level restrictions, so
students should make sure that they are at the appropriate level. Students may not take a VHS course that directly duplicates a
course offered at Sharon High School. Students will receive credits for VHS courses, but VHS courses will not count towards the
Sharon High School GPA, and may not be used to meet specific graduation requirements. Any exceptions to these policies will
require the approval of the relevant Department Coordinator, the Director of Guidance, and the Principal.
Students should take the VHS on-line quiz to see if they possess the necessary skills to be successful in the program. Students who
feel that VHS is an appropriate choice should find a course of interest in the VHS catalog, fill out an application (available in the
Guidance Department Office) and obtain support from a faculty member. Once this paperwork is complete, the student should
make an appointment with their guidance counselor to review the application and discuss the VHS program. The guidance
counselor will then forward the application to the VHS coordinator, who will evaluate the student's application. If approved, the
student will be assigned an account on VHS and be enrolled in the course. Sharon High School is allotted 25 VHS seats per
semester. If there are more qualified students interested in VHS than seats available, a lottery will be held to select students.
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Learning through VHS is asynchronous. This means that students can log in at any time to complete their work. VHS teachers post
reading material, videos, audio, links, tests, and other assignments online. Students participate by posting responses, assignments,
videos and audio files. In most VHS classes, students are expected to participate in online discussions, and work together
electronically to complete assignments. This means that students are expected to log into VHS and participate on a weekly basis,
and at a minimum of three times per week (students cannot just do all their work in one 24 hour session on a weekend, for example).
Because of some group work, students may need to schedule specific online time, but for the most part, work time can be very
flexible. Most VHS classes work on a Wednesday-Tuesday cycle, with new assignments coming online by Wednesday, to be
completed by the end of the cycle on Tuesday.
The VHS school year is divided into two semesters. The fall semester starts in early September and ends mid December. The winter
semester begins in early to mid January, and ends in mid May. VHS begins enrollment in the spring of the preceding academic year.
Popular courses fill up quickly, so students requesting these courses after the start of enrollment may find themselves waitlisted or
unable to enroll in particular courses. Most VHS courses are one semester long. Advanced Placement courses are an exception,
which last an entire year.
Students who enroll in a semester VHS course must have a minimum of 5.5 courses at Sharon High School, and students who opt for a
full year course through VHS must have 5 full year courses at Sharon High School. Students should understand that depending on the
level of the course (AP, Honors or Standard), the VHS courses may require 6-12 hours of work each week.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM
Grade Levels

COURSE
NUMBER

EARNED
CREDITS

Approximate
Weekly
Homework

COURSE NAME

611001

5

30 min. - 1 hour

Foundations of English I

X

611002

5

2 - 4 hours

English I

X

612001

5

1 - 2 hours

Foundations of English II

X

612002

5

2 - 4 hours

English II

X

612202

5

2 - 4 hours Std.
3 - 5 hours Hon.

World Studies/English

X

612003

5

3 - 5 hours

Honors English II

X

613001

5

1 - 2 hours

Foundations English III

X

613002

5

2 - 4 hours

English III

X

613003

5

3 - 5 hours

Honors English III

X

615002

5

2 - 4 hours Std.
3 - 5 hours Hon.

American Studies/English

X

614002

5

2 - 4 hours

English IV

X

614003

5

3 - 5 hours

Honors English IV

X

614004

5

4 - 6 hours

AP English IV

X

616002

5

Humanities/English

X

611222

2.5

611232

2.5

611462

2.5

612102

2.5

613102

2.5

611822

2.5

611912

2.5

2 - 4 hours Std.
3 - 5 hours Hon.
1 - 2 hours
both levels
1 hour /
both levels
1 - 2 hours Std.
1 - 3 hours Hon.
1 - 2 hours Std.
1 - 3 hours Hon.
1 - 2 hours Std.
1 - 3 hours Hon.
1 - 1.5 hours /
both levels
1 - 2 hours /
both levels

612013

5

2 - 3 hours

611922

2.5

1 - 2 hours

611932

2.5

1 - 2 hours

*Creative Writing (SEM)*

9

X

*Advanced Creative Writing (SEM)
*Comics & Culture (SEM)

X

*Film Directors (SEM)

10

11

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

*Film Genres (SEM)
*Public Speaking (SEM)

X

X

X

*Introduction to Journalism (SEM)

X

X

X

*Honors Print & Digital Journalism
*Detective Fiction (SEM)
*Philosophy of Science Fiction (SEM)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

* Courses denoted with an asterisk cannot be used to fulfill the English requirement for graduation.
(SEM) indicates that this is a semester course.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM SEQUENCE	
  
Level

Grade 9

Grade 10

Grade 11

Grade 12

Foundations English I
Foundations

Foundations English II
Foundations English III

	
  	
  

English I
English II

Standard

English III
English IV

	
  	
  

Honors English II
Honors English III
Honors
*Honors Print & Digital
Journalism

Honors English IV
*Honors Print & Digital
Journalism

	
  	
  

AP

AP English IV

	
  	
  

World Studies English
American Studies English
Humanities English

Multi-level

	
  

	
  

*Creative Writing (SEM)*

*Creative Writing (SEM)*

*Creative Writing (SEM)*

*Creative Writing (SEM)*

*Comics & Culture (SEM)

*Comics & Culture (SEM)

*Comics & Culture (SEM)

*Comics & Culture (SEM)

*Public Speaking (SEM)

*Public Speaking (SEM)

*Public Speaking (SEM)

*Public Speaking (SEM)

*Detective Fiction (SEM)
*Philosophy of Science
Fiction (SEM)
*Introduction to
Journalism (SEM)

*Detective Fiction (SEM)
*Philosophy of Science
Fiction (SEM)
*Introduction to
Journalism (SEM)
*Advanced Creative
Writing (SEM)
*Film Directors (SEM)

*Detective Fiction (SEM)
*Philosophy of Science
Fiction (SEM)
*Introduction to
Journalism (SEM)
*Advanced Creative
Writing (SEM)
*Film Directors (SEM)

*Detective Fiction (SEM)
*Philosophy of Science
Fiction (SEM)

*Film Genres (SEM)

*Film Genres (SEM)

	
  

*Advanced Creative
Writing (SEM)
*Film Directors (SEM)

* Courses denoted with an asterisk cannot be used to fulfill the English requirement for graduation.
(SEM) indicates that this is a semester course.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM
WRITTEN COMPOSITION AND LANGUAGE
Writing is a major focus of all ELA classes, and the exploration of language enables students to perform the four essential writing
functions of analyzing, informing, persuading, and inspiring. Specifically, students will develop and master fluencies in diverse
writing modes: narrative, expository, analytical, and creative. Students will demonstrate competence in writing using a variety of
sentence structures, paragraphs, and essays. Writing is a craft that must be learned and practiced, and a process approach to honing
this craft is embraced in ELA courses.

READING AND LITERATURE
The study of literature and the development of improved reading skills are life-long activities. Studying fiction and non-fiction
helps students interpret stories that mirror their own, and access others’ experiences. As they see characters experiencing moments
of anxiety and joy, students enrich their understanding and empathy of the world around them. This philosophy is embraced in all
ELA classes. All academic levels concentrate on close and critical reading, and the use of literature as a springboard to writing.

RESEARCH
Research skills are introduced and reinforced in all ELA courses. Throughout their four years, students will gain practice in
accessing, selecting and evaluating sources, navigating databases, collecting and organizing information from a range of texts, and
properly citing evidence. Students are taught MLA style and are trained to use NoodleTools as an online platform for managing
their research. Online research and media literacy, particularly the ability to gauge reliable sources, play an important role in 21st
century learning and are emphasized in the research curriculum. *Writing and passing a senior research paper is a requirement for
graduation.

VOCABULARY
The continuous study of vocabulary is essential in order to express ideas effectively. Honing vocabulary skills sharpens the ability
to understand the ideas of others, not only in literature but also through an increasingly complex array of media. Context
vocabulary is a primary focus in all grades. The emphasis is for all students to actively use words to enrich their writing and speech,
rather than only know their definitions.

OUTSIDE & SUMMER READING
The ability to read effectively and the habit of reading frequently are even more important with each new advance in technology.
As a way of building good reading habits and exposing students to independent thinking, outside reading requirements have been
built into the curriculum, both during the school year and over the summer. Students entering each and every course level will be
given a list of required summer reading in June. Students are expected to closely read these books and articles, and they should
expect in the fall to complete brief assessments and projects. These requirements are posted on the Sharon Website at
www.sharon.k12.ma.us, in The Talon (the SHS newspaper), Sharon Cable 8, The Sharon Advocate, The Sharon Public Library, and
in most local bookstores beginning in June and continuing for the entire summer.

Information regarding the Common Core Standards – standards that have been adopted by the state of Massachusetts – can be
accessed at the following link: http://www.corestandards.org/
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
611001
FOUNDATIONS OF ENGLISH I
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 9
Approximate Weekly Homework: 30 minutes - 1 hour
Placement in Foundations of English I can be determined by the recommendation of grade 7 and 8 English Language Arts teachers,
the coordinator, and the guidance counselor.
This course is designed for freshman who need specific skill instruction in reading comprehension and writing, and who exhibit
difficulty in the decoding of words and phrases. Emphasis is placed on strengthening and reinforcing the fundamentals of oral and
written expression. Through the study of grammar, mechanics and style (which may include Construct English), students develop
proficiency in writing simple essays to explain, to persuade and to entertain. They develop skills for studying vocabulary; students
will use the essay format to learn how to write multi-paragraph essays and letters. Students will be required to study context and
isolated vocabulary. Selections from Man The Mythmaker, Romeo and Juliet or Julius Caesar, A Raisin In The Sun, The Pearl, The
Catcher In The Rye, A Separate Peace, The Chocolate War, To Kill A Mockingbird, and Tuesdays With Morrie are some of the
selections that may be read and analyzed for theme, content and style. Students will learn “eight ways of understanding a poem,”
strategies taken from selections in a class anthology. The course also introduces students to standardized testing strategies for
success on language, literature and composition tests.
611002
ENGLISH I
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 9
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 - 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: successful completion of grade 8 English
This course is designed for freshman to develop proficiency in essay writing and test analysis. Students will write to explain,
analyze, persuade, and entertain. Students practice elements of grammar, mechanics and style (which may include Construct
English), and they develop approaches to studying vocabulary. Students practice reading skills, especially those requiring close
textual analysis. The literature program in Grade 9 center on the study of six archetypical patterns as presented in the text. Man the
Myth Maker. Other assigned books may be selected from the following list: To Kill a Mockingbird, Romeo and Juliet or Julius
Caesar, Farewell to Manzanar, Hamilton’s Mythology, A Raisin in the Sun, A Separate Peace, The Catcher in the Rye, The Pearl,
The Odyssey, Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience, and American Born Chinese. In addition, students may learn the “eight
ways of understanding a poem,” strategies taken from selections in a class anthology.
612001
FOUNDATIONS OF ENGLISH II
Full-year Course - 5 credits
Grade: 10
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Department recommendation: successful completion of Foundations of English I.
Placement in Foundations of English II can be determined by the recommendation of grade 9 English Language Arts teachers, the
coordinator, and the guidance counselor.
This course is designed for sophomores who require specific skill instruction in reading comprehension and writing, and who
exhibit difficulty in the decoding of words and phrases. Emphasis is placed on strengthening and reinforcing the fundamentals of
oral and written expression. Through the study of grammar, mechanics and style (which may include Construct English), students
develop proficiency in writing more complex essays to explain, persuade and entertain. Learned vocabulary study skills are
reinforced; students will use the essay format to write multi-paragraph essays and letters. Students will also be required to study
context and isolated vocabulary. Selections from Beowulf, The Oedipus Cycle, Macbeth or Much Ado About Nothing, Animal Farm,
Kite Runner, and Persepolis are some of the texts that may be read and analyzed for theme, content and style. The study of poetry is
continued with poems taken from selections in the class anthology. The course also introduces students to standardized testing
strategies for success on language, literature and composition tests.
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612002
ENGLISH II
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 10
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 - 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: successful completion of English I.
Students continue the process of developing and defending a thesis in the multi-paragraph essay. The concept of literary analysis is
reinforced. Students support their thesis with primary source quotes and in-text citations. Grammar, mechanics and style (which
may include Construct English) rules are reviewed and students are expected to incorporate more developed sentence patterns into
their writing. Various rules of usage are reviewed and the mastery of these rules is expected by the end of the tenth grade. Students
increase their context vocabulary skills, and improve their close reading skills. Readings focus on selections from world literature,
past and present, and may include the following: Beowulf, The Oedipus Cycle, Siddhartha, The Tao of Pooh, Animal Farm, The
Kite Runner, Persepolis, All Quiet on the Western Front, Macbeth, Women of the Silk, and The Canterbury Tales. In addition to the
required close reading assignments, outside readings may be assigned throughout the academic year. This course will address the
components of the standardized test language and literature and composition test.
612202
WORLD STUDIES/ENGLISH
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Full-year course – 5 credits
Grade: 10
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 - 4 hours Standard / 3 - 5 hours Honors
Departmental Recommendation: None
Notes: Enrollment in World Studies/English and World Studies/Social Studies is limited to 25 students and will be decided by a
lottery drawing. Those students who request World Studies and whose names are not drawn in the lottery will have to make
alternate course selections for both English and Social Studies.
**Students enrolled in World Studies must take both World Studies (Social Studies) and World Studies (English) at the
same level (Standard or Honors).
World Studies is a program that is an interdisciplinary approach to world history and literature. This course mirrors the topics and
themes found in the World History Standard course. Students will work with nonfiction readings, primary sources, fiction, drama,
and poetry to help them connect with the important issues our world today. By enrolling in the World Studies program, students will
find that their work in the Social Studies section is much more intertwined with the work they do in the English section of World
Studies, as literature will be a crucial part of illuminating the history that is studied. Students should expect to have a number of
writing assignments, tests and projects that will crossover between the two courses. Readings may be derived from the following
list: Animal Farm, All Quiet on the Western Front, Hard Times, The Kite Runner, Queen of Water, Things Fall Apart, Macbeth, and
Persepolis. Students will hone close reading skills and increasingly complex essay writing skills in this course.
612003
HONORS ENGLISH II
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 10
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 5 hours
Departmental recommendation: Teacher recommendations are highly valued as the primary means of gauging student
readiness for an Honors course. An A- grade earned in English I is the suggested benchmark for those students wishing to
enroll in English IIH.
Honors English 10 has more vigorous grading expectations, requires students to complete supplemental readings, to pursue
independent work, and to demonstrate increasingly complex essay writing skills. Students master various forms of paragraph
development, and explore the multi-paragraph essay in detail. Students review grammar, mechanics and style (which may include
Construct English) rules, and are expected to incorporate more sophisticated sentence patterns into their writing. They review rules
of usage in order to achieve mastery by the end of tenth grade. Students work to increase both context and isolated vocabulary, and
to hone close reading skills. They practice literary analysis based on selections from world literature. Students support their thesis
with primary source quotes and in-text citations. Readings may be derived from the following list: Beowulf, The Oedipus Cycle, A
Tale of Two Cities, The Canterbury Tales, Siddhartha, The Tao of Pooh, Animal Farm, All Quiet on the Western Front, Candide,
The Kite Runner, Macbeth or Much Ado About Nothing, Crime and Punishment, and Persepolis. Additional reading and writing
above and beyond the Standard level is mandatory, and the pace is intensified. Students practice research skills and test
preparation. The course demands its students submit intensive and rigorous work in thesis and expository writing. In addition to
the required class reading assignments, students may be expected to read extended outside works each marking period. The course
will address the components of the standardized test language and literature and composition test.
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613001
FOUNDATIONS OF ENGLISH III
Full-year Course - 5 credits
Grade: 11
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Department recommendation: successful completion of Foundations of English II.
Placement in Foundations of English III can be determined by the recommendation of grade 10 English Language Arts teachers,
the coordinator, and the guidance counselor.
This course is designed for juniors who require specific skill instruction in reading comprehension and writing, and who exhibit
difficulty in the decoding of words and phrases. Emphasis is placed on using grammar and mechanics to strengthen and reinforce
the fundamentals of oral and written expression. Students will develop proficiency in writing more complex essays to explain,
persuade and entertain. Students will also be required to study context and isolated vocabulary. Of Mice and Men, The Crucible,
The Things They Carried, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian, Feed, and The Great Gatsby are some of the texts that
may be read and analyzed for theme, content and style. The study of poetry is continued with poems taken from selections in the
class anthology.
613002
ENGLISH III
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 11
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 - 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: successful completion of English II or Foundations of English II.
English III is a course based on the exploration American Literature. While studying art, music, and various literary genres (such as
poetry, short stories, essays, novels, and plays), students will explore literary and cultural movements that shape the many facets of
American identity. Students write multi-paragraph essays and concentrate on a variety of paragraph development strategies.
Students continue the process of developing a thesis and defending it in multi-paragraph essays and research papers. Context
vocabulary is studied in preparation for all standardized exams. Students study sentence structure carefully to further increase their
sophistication in manipulating various sentence patterns. They experiment with various sentence lengths, beginnings, and
patterns. The fine points of syntax, grammar and usage, and mechanics are also covered. Students practice techniques of good
public speaking as they develop oral skills presenting their original work. In addition to literary and expository essays, students will
write personal narratives that explore identity, personal history and course themes.
Close reading analysis of difficult texts is mandatory. The study of American novels and short stories focuses on literary and
historical time periods. Readings focus on selections from American literature and may include the following: The Great Gatsby,
All Souls, Winesburg, Ohio, The Grapes of Wrath or Of Mice and Men, Inherit the Wind, Death of a Salesman or The Crucible,
Slaughterhouse Five, The Old Man and the Sea, Malcolm X, Going to Meet the Man, The Scarlet Letter, Our Town, Their Eyes
Were Watching God, The Joy Luck Club, The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven, Spoon River Anthology, The House on
Mango Street, The Things They Carried. Selected American short stories will also be included in the curriculum. Outside reading
books may be assigned throughout the year.
613003
HONORS ENGLISH III
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 11
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 5 hours
Departmental recommendation: Teacher recommendations are highly valued as the primary means of gauging student
readiness for an Honors course. An A- grade earned in English II is the suggested benchmark for those students wishing to
enroll in English IIIH.
Honors English III is a course based on the exploration of American Literature. While studying various literary genres (such as
poetry, short stories, essays, novels, art, music, and plays), students will explore themes of personal identity, the effect of
environment upon an individual, and the diversity of what it means to be an American. Students will gain a better understanding of
literary analysis through a historical examination of the literary movements. Each student will be responsible for independently
researching and presenting the work of an established American poet. The major focus of writing is the development of multiparagraph essays based on student-generated thesis statements. Literary focus will include selections from the following American
Literature texts: Leaves of Grass, The Great Gatsby, Their Eyes Were Watching God, Winesburg, Ohio, All Souls, The Grapes of
Wrath, Of Mice and Men, The Things They Carried, The Joy Luck Club, Death of a Salesman or The Crucible, The Color of Water,
Feed, and an array of poetry selections. Because this course involves in-depth exploration and discussion, students must be selfmotivated workers who are independent thinkers and readers. Outside reading books may be assigned throughout the year.
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615002
AMERICAN STUDIES/ENGLISH
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 11
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 - 4 hours Standard / 3 - 5 hours Honors
Department recommendation: Successful completion of English II. Please note: Teacher recommendations are highly
valued as the primary means of gauging student readiness for an Honors course. An A- grade earned in English II is the
suggested benchmark for those students electing to take American Studies for honors credit.
Note: Enrollment in American Studies/English and American Studies/Social Studies is limited to 75 students and will be decided
by a lottery drawing. Those students who request American Studies and whose names are not drawn in the lottery will have to make
alternate course selections for both English and Social Studies.
**Students enrolled in American Studies must take both American Studies (Social Studies) and American Studies (English)
at the same level (Standard or Honors).
American Studies is a course that takes an interdisciplinary approach to American history and literature. This course mirrors, in
some respects, the US History 11th grade program as well as the American Literature English III course. American Studies
examines how America’s history and culture have developed from Revolutionary America to modern day America. Students will
read nonfiction selections, primary sources, fiction (short story, play and novel form), as well as participate in diverse classroom
activities in order to connect the readings to important issues facing our country today. By enrolling in American Studies, students
will find their coursework intertwined: The English section of American Studies will serve an integral part in illuminating the
history that occurred simultaneously. Readings may include The Great Gatsby, Of Mice and Men, The Crucible, The Joy Luck
Club, The Things They Carried, the short stories of Poe and Faulkner, The Awakening, and excerpts from American Protest
Literature. In addition to the core work(s) in each unit, students will also study and analyze poetry of the time period. Students
taking the course for Honors credit will be required to complete additional outside reading assignments each semester.
614002
ENGLISH IV
Full Year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 - 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: successful completion of English III.
English IV will focus on the continued honing of reading skills (especially close reading skills), literary analysis and explorations of
the following themes: the nature of humanity, the nature of society, and the nature of our ethical responsibilities. The following
question is the over-arching premise the course explores: “What do the characters (or authors) within the works discover about
themselves, and what elements impact the complex nature of humanity and its societies?” The works students will read may include
selections from the following texts: Othello or Hamlet, Ella Minnow Pea, Lord of the Flies, Frankenstein, Brave New World, 1984,
Everyman, Dracula, Paradise Lost, The Green Mile, The Bean Trees, House of the Spirits, The Divine Comedy, The Bible, The
Bluest Eye or Beloved, Ethan Frome, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, and The Stranger. Non-fiction essays, articles, poetry
and additional short stories will also be included.
Students will complete narrative essays (e.g. college essay), expository essays, the senior research paper (required for graduation),
and creative essays/writing. Importance will be placed on both content and mechanics. Revision will be considered an essential
component of all writing. Mechanics and Usage will be reinforced throughout the course and culminate in the required senior
mechanics and usage assessment. Outside reading books are assigned throughout the year. Please note: The course is designed to
prepare students for the writing of research papers, the continued development of reading and analytical skills, and other ELA skills
needed for college and career readiness
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614003
HONORS ENGLISH IV
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 5 hours
Departmental recommendation: Teacher recommendations are highly valued as the primary means of gauging student
readiness for an Honors course. An A- grade earned in English III or American Studies (standard level) is the suggested
benchmark for those students wishing to enroll in English IVH.
Honors English IV will focus on reading skills (especially close reading skills), in-depth literary analysis and explorations of the
following themes: the nature of humanity, the nature of society and the nature of our ethical responsibilities. The following
question is the over-arching premise the course explores: “What do the characters (or authors) within the works discover about
themselves, the nature of humanity and its societies, and their own individual or collective responsibilities?” Students will be
expected to work independently, make connections between the works studied and lead class discussions. The works that students
will read may include selections from the following texts: Othello or Hamlet, Ella Minnow Pea, Lord of the Flies, Frankenstein,
Brave New World, 1984, Everyman, Dracula, Paradise Lost, The Green Mile, The Divine Comedy, The Bible, House of the Spirits,
The Bean Trees, The Bluest Eye or Beloved, Ethan Frome, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The Spoon River Anthology, and
The Stranger. Non-fiction essays, articles, poetry and additional short stories will also be included.
Students will complete narrative essays (e.g. college essay), expository essays, the senior research paper (required for graduation)
and creative essays/writing. Students are expected to generate and support thesis statements independently. Importance will be
placed on analysis, content and mechanics. Revision will be considered an essential component of all writing. Mechanics and
Usage will be reviewed throughout the course and culminate in the required senior mechanics and usage assessment. Outside
reading books are assigned throughout the year. The course is designed to prepare students for the writing of research papers, the
continued development of reading and analytical skills, and other ELA skills needed for college and career readiness.
614004
AP ENGLISH IV
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 4 - 6 hours
Departmental recommendation: A- or better in English III Honors; Teacher recommendations are highly valued as the
primary means of gauging student readiness for an AP course.
Questions for consideration:
• Are you an avid reader?
• Will you enjoy actively engaging in literary discourse that often leads to essential philosophical debate?
• Do you become enthusiastic about developing precision of language and appreciating the nuances of style
in the literature you read?
• Are you ready to accept the challenge of a course that emphasizes higher order thinking and sharing
increasingly abstract concepts?
In AP English -- an extremely challenging college level course in literature, composition, and language -- students spend a great
deal of time on close textual analysis. The core of this course is the frequent writing of minor research or analytical papers and
careful revision of themes on subjects that challenge both thought and linguistic powers. Readings are taken from the
following: Becket, A Man for All Seasons, Hamlet, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead, Robinson Crusoe, Pride and
Prejudice, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Return of the Native, Native Son, Notes of a Native Son, The Stranger, Waiting for
Godot, Lord of the Flies, Brave New World, 1984, The Bluest Eye or Beloved. Additional short story, essay, and poetry readings
(mainly culled from the Norton Anthology) are a requirement. A number of fictional works are required to be read during the
summer prior to taking the course. Outside reading books are assigned throughout the year.
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616002
HUMANITIES/ENGLISH
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Full-year course – 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 - 4 hours Standard / 3 – 5 hours Honors
Departmental recommendation: successful completion of English III. An A- grade earned in English III or American
Studies (standard level) is the suggested benchmark for those students wishing to enroll in Humanities for honors credit.
Note: Students enrolled in Humanities (English) must also enroll in Humanities (Social Studies).
The Humanities program is a comprehensive multi-level course that explores and analyzes literature, art, music, film, technology
and trending political and contemporary social issues. This intellectually rigorous course weaves the study and reading of literature,
poetry, drama, art, economics, anthropology, philosophy, ethics, sociology and history. The class is student-centered and — in
addition to structured, thesis driven essay assignments — is geared toward students who work best in a project/presentation based
environment and toward those who prefer alternative assessments. The readings include, but are not limited to, Into the Wild,
Ishmael, 1984, Macbeth, Brave New World, Man’s Search for Meaning, A Streetcar Named Desire, The Bluest Eye, A Lesson
Before Dying, A Man for All Seasons, as well as selected films, poems and short stories.
The course grapples with the timeless themes that have challenged humanity for centuries: What are the origins of culture? What
does it mean to be free? How and why do we make moral decisions? Why is art important to human growth? How do caste and
class play into our lives? How can we live authentic lives? Research is vital component of the class and students will learn and
develop skills that will make them college and career ready.
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ENGLISH SEMESTER COURSES
The following courses DO NOT fulfill the English course requirement for graduation.
They are to be taken in addition to the required English Courses.
Students who choose to take a course for Honor’s credit will not be able to change to a Standard section because
of low grades or the intensity of required reading and writing assignments.
611222
CREATIVE WRITING
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours / both levels
“Logic will take you from A to B; Imagination will take you everywhere else.” (Albert Einstein)
• Do you want to write poetry, fiction, and creative non-fiction? Do you want to delve into the artistic chaos that makes
you endlessly intrigued, boundlessly happy, uncontrollably angry, or morbidly disturbed?
• Do you want to be able to organize and come to a resolution with your thoughts and feelings in reactive, honest writing?
This dynamic course will provide the opportunity for students to find their own style and voice through a range of practical, yet
imaginative approaches, including workshops that focus on the craft of writing.
611232
ADVANCED CREATIVE WRITING
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 hour / both levels
“We are what we imagine ourselves to be.” (Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.)
Opening lines, strong nouns and verbs, dialogue, sensory details, showing/not telling, polysyndeton and asyndeton are a few of the
skills students address in the advanced semester of this course. Topics will be varied and skills acquired are cumulative in
nature. Students will thoroughly explore both writing and reading during the course of the semester with the goal of becoming
published in Euphony, the SHS literary arts magazine, or The Talon, the SHS newspaper.
611462
COMICS AND CULTURE – The Graphic Novel and its Impact on Society
Multi-leveled - Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours Standard / 1 - 3 hours Honors
Comics and Culture is a one-semester elective that examines the many ways in which comics reflect and shape culture, history,
public opinion, and personal identity. By examining several forms within the medium (newspaper comic strips, comic books,
graphic novels, editorial cartoons and web comics) through multiple lenses, students will gain a broad understanding of how
sequential art reflects the human experience, past and present. By the end of the course, the student will be able to deploy the basic
vocabulary of graphic storytelling (including text balloons, captions, emanata, layout terminology, color, and technique), as well a
variety of visual literacy skills for analyzing comics. Assignments will include written reflections, multimedia projects and
activities (including original comics), and a culminating class Comic-Con gallery in which students showcase mastery of course
skills and content through an adopted or created comic superhero.
612102
FILM DIRECTORS
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours Standard / 1 - 3 hours Honors
This semester course will focus on major film directors from Hollywood’s “Golden Age” (such as Alfred Hitchcock, Billy Wilder,
Orson Welles, and John Ford), and connect their traits and work with more contemporary Hollywood directors (such as The Coen
Brothers, Martin Scorsese, and Quentin Tarantino). The aim is to examine and analyze the ways in which today’s filmmakers
were/are influenced by their predecessors. Ultimately, students will learn to identify an individual director’s unique elements,
theme, and style. Weekly viewing of films will accompany class discussion. Assessment methodologies may include quizzes on
each director, essay assignments and the writing of weekly film responses. Students will be responsible for completing a final
project on a director at the end of the semester. Because the Honors level of this course involves in-depth exploration and analysis,
students taking the course for Honors credit must be self-motivated workers who are critical independent thinkers and readers.
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613102
FILM GENRES
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours Standard / 1 - 3 hours Honors
This semester course will focus on a variety of noteworthy film genres (i.e., horror, film noir, comedy [light and dark], international,
independent, gangster, war). Students will view classic films in each genre, as well as each genre’s more contemporary
manifestations. Students will learn to identify an individual film’s unique elements and style by mastering terminology associated
with film studies, and they will become familiar with the conventions of each film genre. Weekly viewing of in-class films will be
followed by class discussion. Assessment methodologies may include quizzes on each genre, essay assignments, and the writing of
weekly film responses. Students will be responsible for completing a final, comprehensive genres-based project at the end of the
semester. Because the Honors level of this course involves in-depth exploration and analysis, students taking the course for Honors
credit must be self-motivated workers who are critical independent thinkers and readers.
611822
PUBLIC SPEAKING
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 1.5 hours / both levels
“Speech is power. Speech is to persuade, to convert, to compel. It is to bring another out of his bad sense into your good sense.”
(Ralph Waldo Emerson).
Learn how to get your point across passionately and persuasively without losing your cool! Students will learn the power of the
spoken word through the presentation of various types of informative and persuasive speeches. The course will emphasize the
importance of preparing a speech, knowing an audience, researching a topic, and communicating with confidence and poise. This
course is for those students who want to improve not only their classroom oral presentations, but also their speaking in any of the
activities offered at SHS: SHS Morning News, Theatre, Mock Trial, Model UN, and Student Council. Since the need to make a
difference through oral communication motivates the speaker, and the need to know how to make a difference motivates an
audience to listen, this course will emphasis how to effectively organize ideas to achieve specified purposes. Speeches will be
frequently videotaped to facilitate a more comprehensive and immediate analysis of students’ progress. By better improving human
communication, students will better understand human nature
611912
INTRODUCTION TO JOURNALISM
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10 & 11
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours / both levels
Departmental Recommendation: None
“Hot of the Press” - Do you want to write for The Talon in your junior and senior year of high school? Thinking about
communications as a major in college? Then, this course is for you! Students will become the reporters of The Talon and will write
journalistic texts in a variety of forms, including blogging. Topics may include covering school news, sports, opinion columns,
movie and book reviews, editorial writing, and sports writing. Being a vital part of The Talon staff allows students to observe the
actual mechanics of producing a newspaper, understand the qualities of advertising, and learn about the ethical considerations of
being a journalist.
612013
HONORS PRINT & DIGITAL JOURNALISM
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 - 3 hours
Departmental recommendation: None
Students enrolled in this dynamic “newsroom-style” class will learn cutting edge journalistic and software skills while publishing
monthly editions of The Talon and maintaining the daily award-winning online edition: http://sharontalon.com. Students will
assume editorial positions and utilize social media (Wordpress, Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram) to promote and disseminate
news. Students will write school, community, and international news stories; feature and human interest stories, editorials, sports
stories, music, film, theater, and restaurant reviews. Students will also learn and master Adobe PhotoShop and InDesign software
and explore advanced principles of layout and design.
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611922
DETECTIVE FICTION – Did the Butler really do it? – A Survey of Detective Fiction
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours / both levels
Departmental Recommendation: None
They say everyone loves a good mystery, and it's easy to understand why. So many stories -- across every fold of historical eras and
cultures -- rely on the trappings of a good 'who-dunnit.' Whether it is Harry Potter uncorking the truth of his family's past or
Oedipus Rex striving to understand the plight of his own kingdom, one literary truth certainly emerges: We relish the solving of a
riddle, the perseverance over a puzzle. For this reason, it is time for SHS to highlight a course devoted exclusively to the mystery
genre. This elective will focus on the many styles comprising the larger 'umbrella' of the mystery: The Victorian detective novel, the
hard-boiled fiction, the gothic horror story, and the locked room mystery. Along the way, familiar and new literary figures will
emerge from the shadows of each assigned reading. From Sherlock Holmes to Nancy Drew, students will leap inside the minds of
detectives from different historical eras and cultures.
611932
PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE FICTION
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours / both levels
Departmental Recommendation: None
Star Wars, Star Trek, Seinfeld, and Socrates: what do they have in common? Students enrolled in this new elective will explore
philosophical ideas surrounding human nature through the core text, Sophie’s World, and films, such as Star Wars, television shows
such as Star Trek and Seinfeld, and additional stories. Discussion, reflection and analysis are main components of this course.

25

SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM
COURSE
NUMBER

EARNED
CREDITS

Approximate Weekly
Homework

COURSE NAME

621001

5.0

30 minutes - 1 hour

621002

5.0

622002

Available to
Grade Levels
9

10

Foundations of World History

X

X

2 - 4 hours

World History I

X

5.0

1 - 3 hours

World History II

X

622202

5.0

1 - 3 hours Std.
3 - 6 hours Hon.

World Studies/Social Studies

X

622003

5.0

3 - 6 hours

Honors World History II

X

623002

5.0

1 - 2 hours

U.S. History

X

623003

5.0

3 - 5 hours

Honors U.S. History

X

623004

5.0

3 - 5 hours

AP U.S. History

X

625002

5.0

American Studies/Social Studies

X

626002

5.0

626004

5.0

3 - 5 hours

AP Government & Politics (U.S.)

X

X

627004

5.0

3 - 5 hours

AP European History

X

X

628004

5.0

3 - 4 hours

AP Psychology

621314

5.0

3 - 5 hours

AP Economics

621122

2.5

621212

2.5

621312

2.5

621412

2.5

621512

2.5

622032

2.5

621722

2.5

621812

2.5

621912

2.5

622022

2.5

621132

2.5

1 - 4 hours Std.
2 - 4 hours Hon.
1 - 1.5 hours Std.
1.5 - 3 hours Hon.

30 minutes - 1 hour Std.
1.5 - 2 hours Hon.
1 hour Std.
1 - 1.5 hours Hon.
1 - 3 hours Std.
2 - 4 hours Hon.
1 - 2 hours Std.
1.5 - 3 hours Hon.
30 minutes - 1 hour Std.
1.5 - 3 hour Hon.
30 minutes - 1 hour Std.
1 - 2 hours Hon.
1 - 1.5 hours Std.
1 - 2 hours Hon.
30 minutes - 1 hour Std.
1 - 1.5 hours Hon.
30 minutes - 1 hour Std.
1 - 2 hours Hon.
1.5 - 3 hours
both levels
1 - 3 hours Std.
2 - 5 hours Hon.

11

Humanities/Social Studies

12

X

X
X

X

Gender, Class & Race in the US (SEM)

X

X

X

Psychology (SEM)

X

X

X

Economics (SEM)

X

X

X

Media Awareness (SEM)

X

X

X

American Legal System & Govt. (SEM)

X

X

X

The Making of Modern America (SEM)

X

X

X

The World Today (SEM)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

The Ethics, Philosophy, and History of
Altruism & Love (SEM)
World Religions (SEM)
Introduction to Debate (SEM)
Preventing/Confronting Global Injustice (SEM)

(SEM) indicates that this is a semester course.
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X

SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM SEQUENCE	
  
Level
Foundations

Grade 9

Grade 10

Foundations of World
History

Foundations of World
History

	
  

	
  

Grade 11

Grade 12
	
  

	
  

	
  

World History I
Standard

World History II
U.S. History

Honors

AP

	
  

	
  

	
  

Honors World History II

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Honors U.S. History

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

AP U.S. History	
  
AP Government & Politics
(U.S.)
AP European History

AP Government & Politics
(U.S.)
AP European History

	
  

	
  

AP Economics

AP Economics

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

AP Psychology
	
  

	
  

World Studies
Social Studies
American Studies
Social Studies
Introduction to Debate
(SEM)
World Religions (SEM)

Introduction to Debate
(SEM)
World Religions (SEM)

Humanities
Social Studies
Introduction to Debate
(SEM)
World Religions (SEM)

Economics (SEM)
American Legal System &
Govt. (SEM)
The World Today: (SEM)

Economics (SEM)
American Legal System &
Govt. (SEM)
The World Today: (SEM)

Economics (SEM)
American Legal System &
Govt. (SEM)
The World Today: (SEM)

Media Awareness (SEM)
The Making of Modern
America: (SEM)
Psychology (SEM)
Gender, Class & Race in
the US (SEM)
The Ethics, Philosophy, and
History of Altruism & Love
(SEM)	
  
Preventing/Confronting
Global Injustice	
  

Media Awareness (SEM)
The Making of Modern
America: (SEM)
Psychology (SEM)
Gender, Class & Race in
the US (SEM)
The Ethics, Philosophy, and
History of Altruism & Love
(SEM)
Preventing/Confronting
Global Injustice

Media Awareness (SEM)
The Making of Modern
America: (SEM)
Psychology (SEM)
Gender, Class & Race in
the US (SEM)
The Ethics, Philosophy,
and History of Altruism &
Love (SEM)
Preventing/Confronting
Global Injustice

	
  
Introduction to Debate
(SEM)

	
  
Multi-level
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

(SEM) indicates that this is a semester course.
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SOCIAL STUDIES
OVERVIEW
In the Social Studies Department, teachers and students do what historians, geographers, economists, sociologists, psychologists,
anthropologists, and archaeologists do. We analyze, investigate, speculate, argue, classify, compare, generalize, hypothesize,
question, and debate. Increasingly, our middle and high school program places questions at the center of students’ work. We want
our social studies courses to be alive, not places where memorization and recitation of names and dates is paramount, but where
students wrestle with issues, perspectives, and choices, and learn to use the available evidence in a way that supports their search for
understanding.
Students who successfully follow a full sequence of social studies courses will be better able to comprehend the ideas and events
that have shaped the present conditions of the United States and the world, and thus be better prepared to exercise and understand
their rights and responsibilities as citizens of the United States and the world community.

REQUIREMENTS
All students must pass three years of social studies in order to graduate, per the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education Mass Core recommendations for high schools. Students graduating in 2016 or later must take and pass both
United States history as well as one year of world history (either Foundations of World History, World History I, World History II
or World Studies). However, our experience has been that the students who have done best in United States history as juniors are
students who have successfully completed both World History I and World History II in succession.

SKILLS
The Social Studies Department, through our many year- and semester-long courses, offers students the chance to explore in depth
various aspects of history as well as the other social sciences. We help students develop the skills they need to be not only
successful students but also active and involved citizens of the country and world.
Students learn to identify and utilize evidence in support of an argument, to read critically to identify ideas and themes, to write
clearly to persuade or inform, to use questions to help direct their research of topics, to make inferences based on primary and
secondary sources, and to synthesize information from multiple sources and points of view in a way that helps uncover the essential
truths of an event or time period.

LEVELS
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) – AP courses are designated by the College Board and have set curricula that correspond to
similar college level courses. Students in AP courses are expected to work independently in and out of class, have strong reading
skills, write frequently, and to be challenged by the material, their teacher, and their fellow students. All Social Studies AP courses
have required summer reading and writing assignments. Students are expected to take the AP exam in May.
HONORS – Honors courses are designed for highly motivated students who want to challenge themselves. Students will read more
complex material, write more frequently, and participate in more research than in standard level courses. Students who are
successful in honors courses demonstrate an ability to pursue independent work, a willingness to engage in deeper analysis of the
material, and participate frequently and thoughtfully in class discussions and debates.
STANDARD – Standard courses are designed to prepare students for future success in high school courses and college. Students in
these courses develop critical reading, writing, and research skills. Key social studies skills are integral parts of standard courses;
students work with primary and secondary sources, examine the role of geography, and identify important political, economic, and
social characteristics of a time period or region.
FOUNDATIONS – Foundations level courses are designed for students who need to strengthen their understanding of essential
social studies skills as well as fundamental skills in reading and writing. While students are exposed to many of the same topics in
the standard level courses, the emphasis is on the skills and concepts that will best prepare the students for future success in a
standard level course. Placement in these courses is based on prior academic performance as well as recommendations from
guidance counselors and classroom teachers.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
621001
FOUNDATIONS OF WORLD HISTORY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 9 or 10
Approximate Weekly Homework: 30 minutes - 1 hour
Departmental recommendation: Placement in Foundations of World History is determined by academic performance in
grades 7 and 8, and with the recommendations of classroom teachers, the coordinator, and guidance counselors.
Foundations of World History allows students to gain an understanding of the major political, economic, and philosophical systems
that have impacted world history. By building on work done in the 7th and 8th grade, students will be able to use the institutions of
the United States as a reference point as they study other world civilizations. This course differs from World History I and II in that
it is taught thematically rather than chronologically and combines units from both courses, but it includes many of the same themes
such as: characteristics of a civilization, development of world religions, causes and effects of revolutions, and the political,
economic, and social impact of world events. This course is designed specifically to help students who have not succeeded in
previous history classes by focusing on social studies skills, reading skills, effective writing, and adjustment to the high school
experience. This course is intended to prepare students to be successful in standard level history classes in their sophomore or
junior year. Foundations of World History is intended either for freshmen entering SHS or for sophomores who did not take
World History I.
621002
WORLD HISTORY I
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 9
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 - 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: None
World History I is a survey of ancient and medieval world history, spanning 2,000 years, allowing students to examine the global
connections that existed prior to the modern era and the influences of the past on the world as it is now. The course begins with
foundational work in how people view themselves and others, and then is organized geographically. Each region is studied to
understand the political structure, economy, social system, religion and philosophies, cultural achievements, and the role of
geography for the empires and civilizations in the area and time period. As they move through the year, students identify the
similarities as well as the actual connections between the various civilizations of the medieval world. Students will study
civilizations in the Middle East, Africa, Asia, and the Americas, finally ending with the rise of Europe. Through this work, students
will gain an understanding and appreciation of our world’s cultural diversity.
Students should expect to learn through discussion, group work, textbook reading, and by analyzing artifacts of culture such as art,
literature, and architecture. Simulations help students understand the broad concepts presented in class in a manner that makes
history come to life. Writing is a critical component of this course, as students work to craft and defend thesis statements,
incorporate evidence from sources, and develop their analytical writing skills. Students also build additional skills, such as
interpreting primary sources, research, as well as organization and study skills appropriate for 9th graders.
622002
WORLD HISTORY II
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 10
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 3 hours
Departmental recommendation: None
The second year of the two-year World History program builds on the skills and knowledge of World History I while placing an
increased emphasis on the factors shaping the modern world. World History II is primarily a study of the 19th and 20th Centuries
through the history of Europe, Latin America, Africa, the Middle East, South Asia, and East Asia. Topics include the following:
political and technological revolutions of the 17th and 18th Centuries; the impact of liberalism, nationalism, imperialism,
communism, and fascism; World War I and World War II; and the Cold War and the rise of the new global powers. In addition,
current issues in the world today are highlighted throughout the course.
Students learn to make meaning of the world around them by studying contemporary issues and their historical roots. Students are
encouraged to think critically as they come to understand the forces that have shaped the modern world. Some of the questions
students will consider are: What role should governments have in the lives of their citizens? How has nationalism been able to both
unify and divide people? Why are people willing to support dictators? How has nonviolence been employed as a force for positive
change in the world? Through primary and secondary sources, multimedia, discussions, debates and role-plays, students will
become more fluent in the issues of the world today.
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622202
WORLD STUDIES/SOCIAL STUDIES
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Full-year course – 5 credits
Grade: 10
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 3 hours Standard / 3 - 6 hours Honors
Departmental recommendation: None
Note: Enrollment in World Studies/English and World Studies/Social Studies is limited to 25 students and will be decided
by a lottery drawing. Those students who request World Studies and whose names not drawn in the lottery will have to
make alternate course selections for both English and Social Studies.
**Students enrolled in World Studies/Social Studies must also enroll in World Studies/English.
World Studies is a program that is an interdisciplinary approach to world history and literature. This course mirrors the topics and
themes found in the World History II course, focusing on the 19th and 20th Centuries in Europe, Latin America, Africa, the Middle
East, South Asia, and East Asia. Topics include the political and technological revolutions of the 17th and 18th Centuries; the
impact of liberalism, nationalism, imperialism, communism, and fascism; World War I and World War II; and the Cold War and the
rise of the new global powers. In addition, current issues in the world today are highlighted throughout the course. Through the
World Studies program, students will see that their work in the Social Studies section is intertwined with the work in the English
section, as they work with nonfiction readings, primary sources, fiction, drama, and poetry to help them connect with the important
issues of our world today. Students should expect to have a number of writing assignments, tests, and projects that will crossover
between the two sections.
622003
HONORS WORLD HISTORY II
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 10
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 6 hours
Departmental recommendation: The department recommends that students selecting this course previously earned a B+ or
better in World History I. In our experience, teacher recommendations effectively gauge student readiness for an Honors
course.
The second year of the two-year World History program builds on the skills and knowledge of World History I while placing an
increased emphasis on the factors shaping the modern world. Honors World History II is primarily a study of the 19th and 20th
Centuries through the history of Europe, Latin America, Africa, the Middle East, South Asia, and East Asia. Specific topics include
the following; the impact of the industrial revolution, nationalism, imperialism, liberalism, communism, and fascism; World War I
and World War II, the Cold War and the rise of Communist China, as well as contemporary issues.
While this course covers many of the same topics and questions as World History II, Honors World History II is the more
demanding grade 10 class. Students will find an emphasis on independent text reading, interpretation of 19th and 20th Century
primary sources, and essay writing. Successful students in this course are those who have fostered independent study skills and
diligent work habits. It is intended for students who are highly motivated and who plan to take either an Advanced Placement or
Honors level U. S. History course in grade 11.
623002
U.S. HISTORY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 11
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Departmental recommendation: None
This survey course focuses on the American ideals of democracy, rights and liberties, equality, and opportunity. These broad ideas
are investigated throughout the year and guide students as they learn about immigration, civil rights, foreign policy, and economic
factors in American life. This course highlights 20th Century American history, though students will also learn about earlier events
that have shaped American history and identity and continue to impact our lives today. In addition to a traditional textbook,
students will use print primary and secondary sources, as well as film, literature, art, and music, to examine the key matters
throughout American history. Students can expect a variety of assessments and classroom activities that will help them connect
with the important issues facing our country today.
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623003
HONORS U.S. HISTORY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 11
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 5 hours
Departmental recommendation: The department recommends that students selecting this course previously earned a B- or
better in Honors World History II or B+ or better in World History II. In our experience, teacher recommendations
effectively gauge student readiness for an Honors course.
Honors American History is an intensive and interdisciplinary survey course dedicated to exploring the political, social, and
economic foundations of America as well as the current trends and patterns that continue to shape the American identity. Students
will analyze primary historical documents including literature, film, music and art to gain a stronger understanding of the values,
ideals, and personalities that have molded America into the country that it is today. The course curriculum is designed to draw
parallels between historical events and current issues as well as to challenge students to think critically, discuss and defend
viewpoints, and conduct independent historical research using both traditional print and electronic sources. In addition, the course
includes the themes and ideas of the “Facing History and Ourselves” program, where students consider human behavior as a means
to understanding historical and current choices. As an honors course, focused writing, collaborative projects, and independent
reading are all critical components, and students in this course are expected to be self-directed learners with diligent work habits.
623004
AP U.S. HISTORY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 11
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 5 hours
Departmental recommendation: The department recommends that students selecting this course previously earned an A- or
better in World History II or B or better in Honors World History II. In our experience, teacher recommendations
effectively gauge student readiness for an AP level course.
NOTE: Substantial summer reading and writing assignments are required, and are due the first day of the course.
This course is a traditional Advanced Placement United States History course as it fulfills the objectives of The College Board, yet
Sharon High School’s version of AP U.S. History is non-traditional by the nature of its structure. Rather than proceeding along a
strict, chronological timeline, the course is designed to allow students to understand U.S. history through a series of “mini-courses”
that examine a variety of topics in depth: the struggle for racial and gender equality, the history of American foreign policy, the
foundations and evolution of the American political system, Native American history, U.S. immigration policy, and social class
history. The themes and ideas of the “Facing History and Ourselves” program are embedded throughout the curriculum, where
students consider human behavior as a means to understanding historical and current choices.
Students are required to do a great deal of reading, writing, and analysis, as well as working collaboratively with each other as they
grapple with the moral, political, social, and economic issues in American history. Throughout the course, students are encouraged
to make connections to contemporary issues and consider the impact of history on current events. In addition to traditional essays
and tests, students will be expected to develop and support their own opinions about topics as they also critically examine how
prominent historians have interpreted the events of the past. By combining the rigor of a college level course, with the ability to
examine complex themes in depth, students will do what historians do, and in doing so they learn that the past is not dead and that
who we are is who we were.
625002
AMERICAN STUDIES/SOCIAL STUDIES
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Full-year course – 5 credits
Grade: 11
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 4 hours Standard / 2 - 4 hours Honors
Departmental Recommendation: None
Note: Enrollment in American Studies/English and American Studies/Social Studies is limited to 75 students and will be
decided by a lottery drawing. Those students who request American Studies and whose names are not drawn in the lottery,
will have to make alternate course selections for both English and Social Studies.
**This course fulfills Sharon High School’s US History graduation requirement. Students enrolled in American Studies
(Social Studies) must also enroll in American Studies (English) at the same level (Standard or Honors).
American Studies is a program that is an interdisciplinary approach to American history and literature. This course mirrors the
topics and themes found in the US History Standard and Honors courses, with a primary focus on 20th Century American history.
Students will work with nonfiction readings, primary sources, fiction, and diverse classroom activities in order to help them connect
with the important issues in our country today. In addition, the themes and ideas of the “Facing History and Ourselves” program are
explored throughout the curriculum, where students consider human behavior as a means to understanding historical and current
choices. By enrolling in the American Studies program, students will find that their work in the Social Studies section is much
more intertwined with the work they do in the English section of American Studies, as literature will be a crucial part of
illuminating the history that is studied. Students should expect to have a number of projects and assignments that will crossover
between the two courses.
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626002
HUMANITIES/SOCIAL STUDIES
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 1.5 hours Standard / 1.5 - 3 hours Honors
Departmental recommendation: None
** Students enrolled in Humanities (Social Studies) must also enroll in Humanities (English) at the same level (Standard or
Honors).
The Humanities program is a comprehensive study of the human condition through an intellectually vigorous, multi-leveled,
interdisciplinary exploration of anthropology, art, economics, film, history, music, philosophy, religion, and sociology. Students
examine timeless questions that have challenged humans throughout time and across the world:
• What are our origins?
• How do humans construct their world?
• What gives our lives meaning?
• How do we define reality?
• What is freedom?
• Why do we fight?
• What unites us?
• What divides us?
• What end awaits us?
Humanities discussions require students to tolerate and value ambiguity and open-ended questions while engaging in analytical,
creative, and organized communication. Students should expect projects and assignments that combine materials from both the
English and Social Studies sections of this course, including a comprehensive capstone project addressing one or more themes from
the course. Those students who elect to take this course for honors credit will be expected to complete an extensive community
service project.
626004
AP GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS (U. S.)
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 5 hours
Departmental recommendation: The department recommends that sophomores selecting this course previously earned an
A- or better in World History II or B or better in Honors World History II.
The department recommends that juniors selecting this course previously earned a B- or better in AP United States History,
B or better in Honors United States History, or A- in United States History. In our experience, teacher recommendations
effectively gauge student readiness for an AP level course.
NOTE: Substantial summer reading and writing assignments are required, and are due the first day the course meets.
This full year course is geared for students who have an interest in government and politics and would like a more in-depth
examination of the foundations and institutions of the United States government than what is available in history courses. The
course focuses on the following topics established by the College Board:
• Constitutional Underpinnings of the United States Government
• Political Beliefs and Behaviors
• Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media
• Institutions of National Government (Congress, Presidency, Bureaucracy, Judiciary)
• Public Policy
• Civil Rights and Civil Liberties
Throughout this course, students will analyze current events and connect them to the issues raised in each of the main units. This
course is designed to help students earn college credit by preparing them to take the Advanced Placement Government and Politics
(United States) Examination in May, which all students are expected to take.
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627004
AP EUROPEAN HISTORY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 5 hours
Departmental recommendation: The department recommends that juniors selecting this course previously earned a B- or
better in AP United States History, B or better in Honors United States History, or A- in United States History. In our
experience, teacher recommendations effectively gauge student readiness for an AP level course.
Note: Substantial summer reading and writing assignments are required, and are due on the first day of the course. 	
  
In addition to providing an in-depth study of European military and political traditions from 1450 to the present, this course will
help students think critically about problems and topics in European history including differences in intellectual thought, changing
patterns of lifestyle, and the development of modern economics. This course also emphasizes European cultural traditions including
the history of Western art, architecture, music, and folkways. There are substantial reading and writing assignments throughout the
year. This course is designed to help students earn college credit by preparing them to take the Advanced Placement European
History Exam in May, which all students are expected to take.
628004
AP PSYCHOLOGY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: The department recommends that juniors selecting this course previously earned a B- or
better in AP United States History, B or better in Honors United States History or Honors American Studies, or A- in
United States History or Standard American Studies. In our experience, teacher recommendations effectively gauge student
readiness for an AP level course.
Note: Substantial summer reading assignments are required, and an assessment based on the summer reading assignments
will be given in class the first week of school.
** Students who have taken the Semester elective Psychology may not enroll in this course because important aspects of the content
and material in both courses are very similar.
This course reflects psychology’s new emphasis on science. As a result, the first ten weeks of the course introduce students to
research methods and statistics, brain anatomy, the nervous system, and the senses. Cognitive aspects of psychology such as
memory and intelligence are followed with clinical considerations: personality, psychological disorders and their treatments, and
social psychology. These topics replicate a typical college “Introduction to Psychology” course and illustrate the broad variety of
research conducted by psychologists who systematically study human behavior and mental processes. Students have many
opportunities to participate in activities, discussion, demonstrations, and small group work. Students demonstrate their knowledge
by completing an extensive group research project that makes up a substantial portion of the fourth term grade. This course is
designed to help prepare students to meet the expectations of colleges so there is a substantial amount of outside reading, extensive
writing, and three unit tests per term. All students are expected to take the Advanced Placement Psychology Exam in May.
621314
AP ECONOMICS
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 5 hours
Departmental recommendation: The department recommends that sophomores selecting this course previously earned an
A- or better in World History II or B or better in Honors World History II.
The department recommends that juniors selecting this course previously earned a B- or better in AP United States History,
B or better in Honors United States History, or A- in United States History. In our experience, teacher recommendations
effectively gauge student readiness for an AP level course.
NOTES: Substantial summer reading and writing assignments are required, and are due the first day the course meets.
** Students who have taken the Semester elective Economics may not enroll in this course because important aspects of the content
and material in both courses are very similar.
The purpose of the AP Economics course is to provide students with a thorough understanding of the principles of microeconomics
and macroeconomics.
• Microeconomics topics include the functions of individual decision makers, both consumers and producers,
within the economic system, the nature of the functions of product markets and factor markets, and of the role of
government in promoting greater efficiency and equity in the economy.
• Macroeconomics considers the economic system as a whole, examining topics including national income and
price-level determination, economic performance measures, the financial sector, stabilization policies, economic
growth, and international economics.
This course is designed to prepare students for the two AP Economics examinations: AP Microeconomics and AP Macroeconomics,
both of which all students are expected to take.
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SOCIAL STUDIES SEMESTER COURSES
621122
GENDER, CLASS & RACE IN THE U.S. - A Sociological Perspective
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 30 minutes - 1 hour Standard / 1.5 - 2 hours Honors
Departmental recommendation: None
Gender, race, and class have divided and stratified our society and influenced our history in a variety of ways. We begin this class
by exploring our own identities and experiences. Then we analyze the role the Eugenics Movement in the United States played in
reinforcing inequities between and within groups in our culture. Through this lens we examine race, class, and gender not as
separate identities, but as identities that intersect and interact with one another. We study the connections, struggles and conflicts
between the privileged and the oppressed. The questions we address include: What are the ways we identify ourselves? How do
these labels or multiple identities shape our thinking, feelings and behavior? How do the social constructs of gender, class and race
influence the social, political and economic policies of the U.S.A.? How have these systems increased and reinforced inequality in
our culture? What strategies have groups used to challenge and change unequal systems as they strive for inclusion in American
society?
621212
PSYCHOLOGY
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 hour Standard / 1 - 1.5 hours Honors
Departmental recommendation: None
**Students may not take this course and AP Psychology because important aspects of the content and material in both courses are
very similar.
This introductory course presents a broad overview of the study of human behavior and mental processes. Topics include (but are
not limited to) the following:
• research and biology
• sensation and perception
• intelligence and creativity
• memory; the structure and function of the brain
• dreaming and consciousness
• personality theory
• abnormal Psychology
• social Psychology
This is a discussion driven course that provides students opportunity for active learning including participation in demonstrations,
in-class projects, experiments, and small group learning. Material will draw from writings, film and video, social media, as well as
other sources.
621312
ECONOMICS
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 3 hours Standard / 2 - 4 hours Honors
Departmental recommendation: None
This course provides an introduction to the principles of economics. Students manage hypothetical investments, and examine case
studies relevant to current events and their daily lives. This course applies economic principles to answer questions ranging from
“Is capitalism a just and effective system?” to “Why do professional athletes make tens of millions of dollars?” Students study
economic systems, principles of the U.S. economy, supply and demand, business and labor issues, consumer behavior and monetary
policy. Students who intend to take AP Economics in either grade 11 or 12 should not enroll in this course.
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621412
MEDIA AWARENESS
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours Standard / 1.5 - 3 hours Honors
Departmental recommendation: None
Mass media messages are frequently bombarding us. For that reason, the goal of this course is for students to become “media
literate,” and to be able to decode even the subtlest messages that the media send. We will seek to answer some of the following
questions:
• How is the Internet shaping the way we think?
• How is it changing our relationships and the way that we interact with one another?
• What are the immediate and long-term effects of these new technologies?
• What messages does the media send about what it means to be a man? A woman? A member of a particular
race, religion, or ethnicity?
• How does all of this impact the way that we see ourselves, the way that we see others?
• Who owns and controls the mass media and how do their decisions influence our thoughts, values, purchases,
and votes?
Throughout the semester, we will seek to answer these questions in order to become wise consumers and knowledgeable, active
citizens.
621512
AMERICAN LEGAL SYSTEM & GOVERNMENT
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 30 minutes - 1 hour Standard / 1.5 - 3 hours Honors
Departmental recommendation: None
American Legal System & Government provides an in-depth study of the American court system and its relationship to American
society and the other branches of government. It is a survey course that explores how laws are made, interpreted, and
enforced. There is a basic exploration of criminal and civil law with a heavy emphasis on search and seizure and the criminal
justice process from arrest to sentencing. Simulations, mock trials, historic and current case studies, legal research, debates and
current issues are all regular classroom procedures.
622032
THE MAKING OF MODERN AMERICA - Politics and Protest from 1960 to Today
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 30 minutes - 1 hour Standard / 1 - 2 hours Honors
Departmental recommendation: None
Students go beyond the traditional “textbook” history to get an in-depth look at the dramatic cultural, social, and political shifts that
have taken place in the United States since 1960. We will examine how the political and cultural events of the tumultuous 1960’s
and 1970’s influenced the attitudes of Americans and the image of the United States worldwide. In particular, we will examine the
cultural, social, and political movements that arose and altered this country in profound ways, and look at the backlash to those
movements and the changes that also took place. Students will also look at the current movements in the United States and connect
them to prior efforts. What allowed certain grassroots movements to succeed while others failed at changing the status quo? What
role do citizens play in shaping the history of this country? Students will use readings, films, music, art, and primary sources as
their textbook. Students should expect individual and group projects, debates, discussions, as well as other alternative
assessments.
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621722
THE WORLD TODAY - Aspects of Global Citizenship
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grade: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 1.5 hours Standard / 1 - 2 hours Honors
Departmental recommendation: None
Note: This course will compliment Environmental Studies. Students who wish to deepen their understanding of the social
implications of environmental policy may wish to sign up for both courses, however this is not required. The science aspects
will be the focus of Environmental Science and the social and policy aspects will be addressed more in The World Today. By
signing up for both courses students will gain a deeper understanding of the field of Environmental Studies, which
encompasses both curricula.
This course gives students the opportunity to examine the current world through lenses beyond the conflicts and economic issues
that dominate news headlines. The course presents the world as it is -- truly interconnected through units such as Globalization,,
Sustainable Development, and Social Entrepreneurship and Microfinance, Education in the 21st century and Women’s Rights and
Global Health. Students will understand and debate the role of governmental institutions and NGOs in these issues, and will also
examine how individuals have worked alone and together to make change in the world. Finally, students will begin to see what it
means to be a global citizen as they design and take part in action projects around these issues. Key texts and documentary films
will be supplemented by online resources and current news as is relevant. Students should expect to participate in group discussions,
formal debates or Socratic seminars, formal writing and technology as well as group projects as they hone their 21st century skills
of collaboration, communication, creativity and critical thinking to understand the world and their role within it.
621812
THE ETHICS, PHILOSOPHY, AND HISTORY OF ALTRUISM & LOVE
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grade: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 30 minutes - 1 hour Standard / 1 - 1.5 hours Honors
Departmental recommendation: None
What is love? This course is structured to investigate, activate, and celebrate the power of love as a practical force for good in
today’s world. In addition, we investigate the following ideas:
• What would it mean to create the life you desire on purpose?
• How can we generate greater happiness within ourselves and others?
• Are humans “hard-wired” to be good?
• How can we cultivate more goodness, kindness, and compassion in the world?
In the attempt to answer these questions and more, the course bridges the wisdom of antiquity to the scientific understandings of
today. This course transcends a variety of sub-disciplines including sociology, psychology, anthropology, philosophy, religion,
neuroscience, biology and ethics. The course will include the use of readings, films, music, activities and experiments. We will
have an emphasis on life application of the ideas we explore through participatory workshops in every unit of study. This course is
not merely about information; it is about transformation. The course is organized around issues that relate to personal and public
life so that we can build environments that help us promote the kind of world we want to live in. Getting clear about these matters
and figuring out what’s great about our world and what’s not, what is right and wrong, won’t provide a financial windfall, but will
enrich our lives.
621912
WORLD RELIGIONS
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 30 minutes - 1 hour Standard / 1 - 2 hours Honors
Departmental recommendation: None
Extending beyond material studied in World History I, World Religions takes a comparative approach to studying religious and
spiritual traditions, allowing students to explore particular topics in more depth. Topic to be considered:
• What constitutes reality?
• What is the self?
• Who am I?
• How do we determine what constitutes ethical behavior?
• What lies beyond this world?
Other aspects of the course will include a look at contemporary practices and the role of religion in today’s world. Sources will be
drawn from writings, film, visual art, music, and social media to name a few.
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622022
INTRODUCTION TO DEBATE
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grade: 9, 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1.5 - 3 hours / both levels
Departmental recommendation: None
This course provides an introduction to the public forum style of competitive debate. The focus is on building students’ general
argumentation and communication skills, including studying techniques of debating, using research technologies to examine an
issue from all angles, practicing effective note taking, developing the thinking skills of substantiation and logical reasoning, and
writing persuasive essays/cases of considerable detail. Course content will focus on specific domestic and foreign policy issues
raised by the National Speech and Debate Association.
621132
PREVENTING/CONFRONTING GLOBAL INJUSTICE - A Road to Hope?
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grade: 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 3 hours Standard / 2 - 5 hours Honors
Departmental recommendation: None
What are the warning signs of injustice and how can we learn from history to recognize these signs and prevent it in our world
today? Who is responsible for addressing these problems? This course addresses these questions and many others. It begins by
looking at examples of global injustice today despite the promise of “never again.” Students will then study two genocides of the
20th century- the Armenian Genocide and the Holocaust- in order to understand why the worst injustice, genocide, happens. After
investigating the different historical explanations and human behaviors that contribute to genocide, students will look at how
governments and individuals have responded to injustice in places such as Cambodia, Rwanda, the former Yugoslavia. Students
will also assess the role of journalists, celebrities, and nongovernmental organizations in raising awareness about issues in these and
other places experiencing human rights violations today. By the end of the course, students will profile many inspirational
examples of “upstanders” who have chosen to participate in fighting injustice locally and globally. As a result of taking this course,
students will have clearer ideas about how to address some of the world’s most challenging problems.
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MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM
Grade Levels

EARNED
CREDITS

Approximate
Weekly
Homework

COURSE NAME

631211

5.0

1 - 1.5 hours

Math 9

X

631112

5.0

1 - 2 hours

Algebra 1

X

631115

5.0

1 - 2 hours

Accelerated Algebra I

X

630215

5.0

1 - 2 hours

Accelerated Geometry 9

X

630203

5.0

3 - 4 hours

Honors Geometry

X

630201

5.0

1 - 1.5 hours

Foundations of Geometry

X

630222

5.0

1 - 2 hours

Geometry

X

630255

5.0

1 - 2 hours

Accelerated Geometry 10

X

630145

5.0

1 - 2 hours

Accelerated Algebra II 10

X

630103

5.0

3 - 4 hours

Honors Algebra II

X

631122

5.0

1 - 1.5 hours

Algebra 1 11

X

630122

5.0

1 - 2 hours

Algebra II

X

630155

5.0

1 - 2 hours

Accelerated Algebra II 11

X

630403

5.0

3 - 4 hours

Honors Pre-Calculus & Trigonometry

X

630405

5.0

2 - 3 hours

Accelerated Pre-Calculus & Trigonometry

X

630722

5.0

1 - 1.5 hours

Advanced Math Reasoning

X

630522

5.0

2 - 3 hours

Pre-Calculus

X

630712

5.0

2 - 3 hours

Discrete Math

X

630612

5.0

2 - 3 hours

Statistics

X

630614

5.0

3 - 4 hours

AP Statistics

X

630512

5.0

2 - 3 hours

Introduction to Calculus

X

630502

5.0

2 - 3 hours

Calculus

X

630524

5.0

3 - 4 hours

AP Calculus AB

X

630514

5.0

3 - 4 hours

AP Calculus BC

X

COURSE
NUMBER
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9

10

11

12

X

MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM SEQUENCE	
  
Level
Foundations

Grade 9
Math 9
	
  

Grade 10
Foundations of Geometry
	
  

Grade 11
	
  

Grade 12
	
  
	
  

Algebra 1
Accelerated Algebra I

Standard/
Accelerated

Accelerated Geometry 9	
  

	
  

	
  

Geometry	
  

	
  

Accelerated Geometry 10	
  

	
  

Accelerated Algebra II 10	
  

	
  

	
  

Algebra 1 11

	
  

	
  

Algebra II
Accelerated Algebra II
11
Accelerated Pre-Calculus
& Trigonometry

Accelerated Pre-Calculus
& Trigonometry
Advanced Math Reasoning
Pre-Calculus
Discrete Math
Statistics
Introduction to Calculus

	
  

	
  

	
  

Calculus
	
  

Honors Geometry	
  
Honors

AP

	
  

Honors Algebra II	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  

AP Calculus AB

	
  

	
  

AP Calculus BC

Honors Pre-Calculus &
Trigonometry
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AP Statistics

MATHEMATICS
A strong mathematics background is essential in a society that relies on science, technology and commerce. The Sharon High
School Mathematics Department accepts the challenge of providing appropriate courses for all students. Students are encouraged to
take the courses at the level that best reflects their interests and strengths and be aware that they are not locked into a particular level
for their high school experience. In addition, students are allowed to take more than one mathematics course when feasible. The
mathematics courses are fully aligned with the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks and with National Council of Teachers of
Mathematics (NCTM) standards. All courses stress critical thinking, problem solving, written and oral communication, reasoning,
and connections to other mathematics courses and real life applications.
All courses at Sharon High School incorporate the use of technology when possible, and problem solving is a universal theme.
Graphing calculators are an important tool for contemporary mathematics. Students are strongly encouraged to purchase a
TI-83 or TI-84 graphing calculator. Graphing calculators allow students to visualize the mathematical concepts they are studying,
and can be used as tools for expediency, amplifiers for conceptual understanding, and catalysts for critical thinking.

LEVEL COURSE EXPECTATIONS
ADVANCED-PLACEMENT (AP)
Advanced Placement courses are available in statistics and calculus. These courses complete one or two semesters of the typical
college curriculum. Thus, advanced placement courses may allow students to receive college credit or to bypass a basic
requirement when enrolling in some colleges and universities. Students in Advanced Placement classes can expect to have
assignments that require a good deal of outside reading and problem solving.
HONORS
Honors level courses are designed for highly motivated students who have demonstrated high achievement and the ability to handle
an accelerated pace. Student work requires thoughtful analysis and attention to detail leading to synthesis of new ideas and prior
learning. Diversified strategies and skills to solve complex, challenging problems, and the ability and desire to think, reason, work
independently and in teams, and communicate mathematically on an abstract and symbolic level will be expected of all
students. Nightly homework may include previewing new material, applying and extending concepts discussed in class, researching
various aspects of mathematics, and completing team projects. This sequence leads to the study of Calculus or Statistics at the
Advanced Placement level in the senior year.
ACCELERATED / STANDARD
Students taking courses at this level, see challenging mathematics from several perspectives – through data, graphs and diagrams,
theory and applications. They are well prepared for college mathematics. Since some students have more difficulty with
mathematics than others, we provide two standard levels in Algebra, Geometry and Algebra II in order to give more students the
opportunity to be successful. Students are still expected to apply what they have learned to new and different situations. This
sequence leads to six different options in the senior year.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
631211
MATH 9
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 9
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 1.5 hours
Departmental recommendation: Placement in Math 9 is determined by academic performance in grade 8, the results of
MCAS testing, and recommendations from the special education staff, classroom teachers, math coordinator, and guidance
department. Departmental approval is required.
The Math 9 course bridges the gap from arithmetic to algebraic thinking. In addition to reviewing conceptual as well as arithmetic
skills, the goal of this course is to teach techniques and strategies needed to achieve success in our algebra program. Careful
attention to national and state mathematics standards such as communication skills, reasoning skills, and making connections will
allow students to successfully achieve the desired transition to algebraic processes. Students will master basic mathematics skills,
and prepare them for the mathematics portion of the Grade 10 MCAS.
631112
ALGEBRA I
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 9
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students in this course should have successfully completed an 8th grade standard level
mathematics course that covers the current standards for 8th grade.
Algebra I students are expected to know how to do operations with integers, simplify and evaluate expressions, solve multi-step
equations, and know the vocabulary and properties associated with these topics. The course will include instruction in linear,
quadratic and exponential expressions and functions as well as some work with rational expressions, absolute value, step and
piecewise functions. Upon completion of this course, students will have a strong understanding of how to interpret functions given
graphic, numerical, verbal or symbolic models. Skills from the Algebra 1 course will be embedded into the geometry curriculum
for sophomore year and will also benefit students throughout their science sequence of study.
631115
ACCELERATED ALGEBRA I
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 9
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students in this course should have successfully completed 8th grade accelerated
mathematics or achieved grades of 85 or better on tests and midyear exam in the 8th grade standard program.
Students in this course will be expected to know how to do operations with integers, simplify and evaluate expressions, solve multistep equations, and know the vocabulary and properties associated with these topics. The course will include instruction in linear,
quadratic and exponential expressions and functions as well as some work with rational expressions, absolute value, step and
piecewise functions. Upon completion of this course, students will have a strong understanding of how to interpret functions given
graphic, numerical, verbal or symbolic models. Extensions will be made throughout the course with critical thinking problems and
activities, and students in this course will be expected to apply concepts to new ideas regularly. Skills from the Algebra 1 course
will be embedded into the geometry curriculum for sophomore year and will also benefit students throughout their science sequence
of study.
630215
ACCELERATED GEOMETRY 9
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 9
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students in this course should have attained a 75 or better on tests and midyear exam in 8th
grade accelerated math.
This is a course designed to develop a strong understanding of planar and spatial relationships by studying properties of
figures. Emphasis in this course is placed on Euclidean geometry, which means that students justify all work using the definitions,
postulates and theorems from the body of study. Some work with formal proofs is expected. Topics include relationships among
lines, angles, congruence, similarity, polygons, triangles, area, volume, transformations, and coordinate geometry. Students relate
these concepts to applications in the real world. Previously developed algebra skills will be practiced and extended in application to
geometry problems.
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630203
HONORS GEOMETRY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 9
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students in this course should have attained a 90 or better on tests and midyear exam in 8th
grade accelerated math.
To be successful in this course, students should have a strong foundation in 8th grade accelerated math. This is a challenging course
in plane and solid geometry using a vigorous approach with respect to the traditional topics of Euclidean Geometry - its language
and its structure. These topics include a study of the properties of all geometric figures, area, volume and spatial relationships,
congruence, similarity and right triangle trigonometry. There is an emphasis on deductive reasoning and students will be expected
to complete both formal and informal proofs. Students study various types of transformations from both an algebraic and geometric
approach. An important link to algebra is also made with coordinate geometry. Assessments will require students to use critical
thinking and to apply concepts that they have learned to new situations. Honors Geometry students are expected to complete a
packet of work in the summer to reinforce the Algebra I skills.
630201
FOUNDATIONS OF GEOMETRY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 10
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - .5 hours
Departmental recommendation: Placement in Foundations of Geometry is determined by academic performance in Grade 9
(Math 9), the results of MCAS testing, and recommendations from special education staff, classroom teachers, the
coordinator, and guidance department. Departmental approval required.
During this year, the course will cover all the basic concepts of Euclidean geometry, such as parallel lines, many properties of plane
figures, especially triangles and quadrilaterals, congruence, similarity, the structure of the proof, transformations, perimeter, area,
and volume. Emphasis is placed on justifying the work using the definitions, postulates and theorems from the body of study. In
addition, MCAS review is incorporated throughout the curriculum, to better prepare students for the mathematics portion of the
MCAS test.
630222
GEOMETRY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 10
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students in this course should have attained a passing grade in either Algebra I or
Accelerated Algebra 1.
The content of this course is designed meet the needs of students who may have struggled with topics in Algebra 1, and is designed
to allow time to review algebraic concepts as needed. During high school, students begin to formalize their geometry experiences
from elementary and middle school, using more precise definitions and developing careful proofs. The concepts of congruence,
similarity, and symmetry can be understood from the perspective of geometric transformation. Geometry topics will include
Congruence, Similarity, Right Triangles and Trigonometry, Circles, Geometric Measurement and Dimension, and Modeling with
Geometry. The curriculum will continue with developing the understandings of the major concepts of Euclidean geometry and
students will be expected to justify all work using the definitions, postulates and theorems from the body of study.
630255
ACCELERATED GEOMETRY 10
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 10
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students in this course should have attained a A or better in Algebra I, B- or better in
Accelerated Algebra 1.
This is a course designed to develop a strong understanding of planar and spatial relationships by studying properties of
figures. Emphasis in this course is placed on Euclidean geometry, which means that students justify all work using the definitions,
postulates and theorems from the body of study. Some work with formal proofs is expected. Topics include relationships among
lines, angles, congruence, similarity, polygons, triangles, area, volume, transformations, and coordinate geometry. Students relate
these concepts to applications in the real world. Previously developed algebra skills will be practiced and extended in application to
geometry problems.
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630145
ACCELERATED ALGEBRA II 10
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 10
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students in this course should have attained B- or better in Accelerated Geometry 9.
Accelerated Algebra II expands on the concepts covered in Algebra I with respect to the real number system, graphing, and solving
equations and inequalities. It will also incorporate geometry concepts from the freshman year. New topics include imaginary
numbers, quadratic equations, polynomial and rational functions, and logarithms. Emphasis is placed on the understanding of the
process and theory of various techniques, as well as on problem solving and modeling data. The necessity to understand the
concepts is much stronger in Algebra II than students have experienced in the more skill driven Algebra I. This course requires that
students have a solid background in Algebra I, hence very little review will occur. Students will be expected to have a solid
comprehension solving multi-step equations, writing equations of lines and graphing linear functions.
630103
HONORS ALGEBRA II
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 10
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students in this course should have attained a B or better in Honors Geometry or an A or
better in Accelerated Geometry along with teacher recommendation.
Algebra II Honors continues the vigorous critical thinking skills developed in Honors Geometry. New topics include imaginary
numbers, systems of equations, matrices, determinants, conics, exponential and logarithmic functions, sequences and series,
probability and statistics, and an introduction to trigonometry. Emphasis is placed on the concept and applications of functions,
which is woven throughout the curriculum. Assessments will routinely require students to apply concepts that they have learned to
new situations.
631122
ALGEBRA I 11
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 11
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 1.5 hours
Departmental recommendation: Placement in Algebra I 11 is determined by academic performance in previous math
classes (Math 9 and 10), the results of MCAS testing, and recommendations from the special education staff, classroom
teachers, math coordinator, and guidance department. Departmental approval is required.
Algebra I students are expected to know how to do operations with integers, simplify and evaluate expressions, solve multi-step
equations, and know the vocabulary and properties associated with these topics. The course will include instruction in linear,
quadratic and exponential expressions and functions as well as some work with rational expressions, absolute value, step and
piecewise functions. Upon completion of this course, students will have a strong understanding of how to interpret functions given
graphic, numerical, verbal or symbolic models.
630122
ALGEBRA II
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students in this course should have attained a passing grade in Geometry.
The Algebra II course builds on the concepts students learned in Algebra I. An emphasis is placed on solving equations, graphing
polynomial functions and understanding applications. New topics include imaginary numbers, matrices, quadratic equations and
functions. Students will be expected to explain and demonstrate understanding of the process and the theory supporting the
material. Some assessments will require students to apply concepts that they have learned to new situations.
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630155
ACCELERATED ALGEBRA II 11
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students in this course should have attained B- or better in Accelerated Geometry 10, or
an A in Geometry along with teacher recommendation.
Accelerated Algebra II expands on the concepts covered in Algebra I with respect to the real number system, graphing, and solving
equations and inequalities. It will also incorporate geometry concepts from the freshman year. New topics include imaginary
numbers, quadratic equations, polynomial and rational functions, and logarithms. Emphasis is placed on the understanding of the
process and theory of various techniques, as well as on problem solving and modeling data. The necessity to understand the
concepts is much stronger in Algebra II than students have experienced in the more skill driven Algebra I. This course requires that
students have a solid background in Algebra I, hence very little review will occur. Students will be expected to have a solid
comprehension solving multi-step equations, writing equations of lines and graphing linear functions.
630403
HONORS PRE-CALCULUS & TRIGONOMETRY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 11
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: students in this course should have attained a B or better in Honors Geometry and Honors
Algebra II.
Students will study infinite series, complex numbers, vectors, matrices, exponential and logarithmic functions and limits. Topics
from the trigonometry unit include circular functions, identities, polar coordinates, graphing, and spherical
trigonometry. Applications to other areas of mathematics and to the real world will be an important part of this class. Assessments
will require students to apply what they have learned to new situations and to demonstrate strong critical thinking ability.
630405
ACCELERATED PRE-CALCULUS & TRIGONOMETRY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 - 3 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students in this course should have attained a B- or better in Accelerated Algebra II 10 or
11 or a passing grade in Honors Algebra II.
In order to be successful in this course, students are expected to have mastered all prior algebra topics such as: graphing and solving
linear equations, solving systems of equations, solving quadratic equations with factoring and the quadratic formula, and graphing
and interpreting functions. A summer packet of work will be assigned to students who plan to take this course. This packet will be
intended to assist students to review the necessary algebra skills. New topics include an in-depth study of trigonometric functions;
trigonometric identities; sequences and series; complex numbers; polynomial, rational, logarithmic and exponential functions; and
limits. Assessments will require students to apply what they have learned to new situations and to demonstrate critical thinking.
630722
ADVANCED MATH REASONING
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 1.5 hours
Departmental recommendation: Placement in AMR is determined by academic performance in previous math classes, the
results of MCAS testing, and recommendations from the special education staff, classroom teachers, math coordinator, and
guidance department. Departmental approval is required.
Students will study assorted topics such as linear equations, exponents, right triangle trigonometry, sequences and series, basic
probability including the applications of permutations and combinations. An introduction to statistics is also presented, with topics
such as: descriptive statistics, basic data analysis and how to organize and present data. Emphasis is placed on understanding the
process of problem solving and integrating new knowledge with prior experience. During the year, students will explore various
financial topics and applications such as banking, using credit cards, understanding the impact of a good credit score, and finding
the best interest rate.
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630522
PRE-CALCULUS
Full-year course – 5 credits
Grades: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 - 3 hours
Departmental recommendation: students in this course should have obtained a C+ grade in Algebra II or a passing grade in
Accelerated Algebra II 11.
This course is for students who had success in algebra and geometry but need a little more reinforcement for the more challenging
topics. The course will begin with Trigonometry and new topics will include right triangle trigonometry, trigonometric functions,
and rules such as the laws of sine and cosine. Trigonometric identities and equations will also be studied in depth. The course will
then move on to Systems of Equations and Matrices, Conic Sections and Parametric Equations, Vectors, Polar Coordinates and
Complex Numbers and Sequences and Series. Assessments will require the students to apply the concepts to real world situations.
630712
DISCRETE MATH
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 - 3 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students in this course should have successfully completed Algebra II or Accelerated
Algebra II 11.
This course has strong application to the social sciences, the physical science and medicine. An attractive alternative to statistics,
students will model mathematical systems as they explore probability, statistical measures and research design, code cracking, and
series and recursion. Students will do problems in election theory, ranking methods, fair division, game theory, graph theory (trees,
circuits, paths) codes and cryptography. Students are expected to create and present projects that are based in real-world
applications.
630612
STATISTICS
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 - 3 hours
Departmental recommendation: students in this course should have attained a C+ or better in Algebra II or Accelerated
Algebra II.
Students will work with probability, data collection, descriptive and inferential statistics, probability, and technological tools to
analyze data. Students will work with statistical measures of centrality and spread, methods of data collection, methods of
determining probability, binomial and normal distributions, hypothesis testing, and confidence intervals. Students will use multiple
representations to present data including written descriptions, numerical statistics, formulas, tables, and graphs. The course will
engage students in an awareness of the use of statistics through reading and understanding statistics in the media. Probability
distributions will also be explored as a means for making statistical inferences. This course is particularly useful for students
considering further study in psychology, social sciences, education, engineering or business/finance. Access to TI-84 graphing
calculators is available in class, and an integral part of the calculation process. Although all computations can be done by hand,
students find them tedious and appreciate the usefulness of the graphing calculators. Students are strongly encouraged to have their
own graphing calculator, so home practice can be more efficient.
630614
AP STATISTICS
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: students in this course should have attained a C+ or better in Honors Pre-Calculus, a B+ or
better in Accelerated Pre-Calculus, or an A in Accelerated Algebra II.
The purpose of the AP course in statistics is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing and
drawing conclusions from data. Students are exposed to four broad conceptual themes: Exploring Data (describing patterns and
departures from patterns) Sampling and Experimentation (planning and conducting a study), Anticipating Patterns (exploring
random phenomena using probability and simulation) and Statistical Inference (estimating population parameters and testing
hypotheses). The topics within each theme will emphasize statistical thinking and minimize computational procedures. This is a
course that will engage students in constructing their own knowledge. Assessments will require students to apply concepts that they
learned to new situations, and students are expected to take the AP exam in the spring. The TI-84 graphing calculator is an
important tool for this course, as it has a statistical package will be used in the classroom. AP Stats is an excellent alternative to
calculus or an additional course for calculus students who are interested in experiencing another type of mathematics. This course is
also useful for students who are considering a future in fields such as psychology, business/finance, the social sciences or careers
that require extensive research because statistics is typically a requirement for these majors.
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630512
INTRODUCTION TO CALCULUS
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 - 3 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students in this course should have attained a grade of A or better in Accelerated Algebra
II (grade 11) or successfully completed Accelerated Pre-Calculus.
This course begins with a study of trigonometric functions and trigonometric identities. The course then focuses on limits and
continuity moving on to the concepts of average and instantaneous rates of change, the derivative and its applications, and finally
briefly discussing integrals.
630502
CALCULUS
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 - 3 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students in this course should have attained a B- or better in Accelerated Pre-Calculus or
a passing grade in Honors Pre-calculus.
This course is intended for students who have a satisfactory understanding of the ideas in algebra, geometry and trigonometry and
who are proficient in their algebra skills. Students will review and extend their concepts of all elementary functions (polynomial,
rational, exponential, piecewise, and trigonometric functions) and their graphs. Topics include limits, differentiation and integration.
Students will be exposed to many types of applications of calculus and to some of the theory behind calculus.
630524
AP CALCULUS AB
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: students in this course should have attained a B- or better in Honors Pre-Calculus or an A
or better in Accelerated Pre-Calculus.
This course is intended for students who have a strong knowledge of algebra, geometry, and trigonometry, as well as a good
understanding of polynomial functions, trigonometric functions and rational functions. Calculus AB is generally equivalent to one
semester of a college calculus course. It is also comparable to the level of the Honors courses taken in prior years. Topics include
limits, continuity, differentiation and integration, as well as the theory related to these topics. Applications related to many fields
including engineering, medicine and business are considered. Assessments will require students to apply concepts that they learned
to new situations, to illustrate understanding of the theory and to demonstrate clear critical thinking skills. Students are also
expected to take the AP exam in the spring. The homework is frequently very challenging and students must be willing to work
diligently to complete problem sets. Students who are coming from accelerated pre-calculus will need to complete some summer
work.
630514
AP CALCULUS BC
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: students in this course should have attained a B or better in Honors Pre-Calculus.
BC Calculus is intended for students who have demonstrated a comprehensive understanding of algebra, geometry, trigonometry
and elementary functions (polynomial, rational, trigonometric, exponential and logarithmic functions). It is equivalent to two
semesters of college calculus, and designed to prepare students for college courses in multivariable calculus, linear algebra, or
differential equations. Accordingly, the course moves at a rapid pace and often requires students to work and learn
independently. BC Calculus imparts an understanding of the theory and practice of differentiation and integration, their
interconnectedness through the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus, their usefulness to the understanding of infinite series, and their
various applications to science, business, medicine, and engineering. The course also values students' ability to communicate
clearly, think critically, and apply their knowledge creatively to new and unfamiliar problems. Homework is robust and
challenging, and students are encouraged to work in study groups. Assessments are comprehensive. BC Calculus students are
expected to complete an assignment in the summer, and to take the AP Examination in May.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE CURRICULUM
COURSE
NUMBER

EARNED
CREDITS

Grade Levels

Approximate
Weekly
Homework
2 hours
both levels
2 hours
both levels

COURSE NAME

Introduction to Computer Science (SEM)*

9

10

11

12

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

689152

2.5

689312

2.5

689144

5.0

3 hours

AP Computer Science Principles

X

X

689104

5.0

4 - 5 hours

AP Computer Science A

X

X

Fundamentals of Programming with Python (SEM)*

689152
INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER SCIENCE
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester Course - 2.5 Credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 hours / both levels
Departmental recommendation: Successful completion of 8th grade math course.
Introduction to Computer Science introduces students to fundamental concepts in computer science using computer languages such
as App Inventor and Python. No prior programming experience is required. In this course, students will build a series of apps while
learning about the "Big Ideas" of computing, exploring how information is exchanged on the Web and examining the impact that
data is having across all fields. Students work in pairs throughout the course, developing their computational thinking skills, and
learning to be persistent when programming. In addition, the course explores the social dimension of our digital world.
689312
FUNDAMENTALS OF PROGRAMMING WITH PYTHON
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester Course - 2.5 Credits
Grades: 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 hours / both levels
Departmental recommendation: Successful completion of one of the following courses: Introduction to Computer Science, a
10th grade math course, or an accelerated or higher level 9th grade math class.
This is an introductory programming course that focuses on problem solving using computer languages, such as Racket and Python.
No prior programming experience is required. This course focuses on some of the "Big Ideas" of computing, such as variables,
iteration, conditionals, modularization, abstraction, recursion, simulations and higher-order-functions. Students will work with data
structure, such as lists, and learn the fundamental algorithms of computer science, such as those involved in sorting and searching
data.
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689144
AP COMPUTER SCIENCE PRINCIPLES
Full-year course - 5 Credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 hours
Recommended Prerequisite: B- or better in (sophomore math class).
AP Computer Science Principles introduces students to the central ideas of computer science. This rigorous course promotes deep
learning of computational content, develops computational thinking skills, and engages students in the creative aspects of the field.
Rather than teaching the detailed syntax of any one programming language or tool, the course focuses on using technology and
programming as a means to solve computational problems and create exciting and personally relevant artifacts. In this course
students will develop a range of skills vital to success in subsequent college courses, such as using computational tools to solve
problems, developing effective communication and collaboration skills, working individually and collaboratively to solve problems,
and discussing and writing about the importance of these problems and the impacts to their community, society, and the world. This
course also highlights the relevance of computer science by emphasizing the vital impact advances in computing have on people and
society. Students investigate innovations in other fields that computing has made possible and examine the ethical implications of
new computing technologies. All students are expected to take the AP Computer Science Principles Assessment, which consists of
an end-of course exam (multiple choice) and a through-course assessment (a portfolio consisting of two performance tasks) that will
be completed during 20 class hours.
689104
AP COMPUTER SCIENCE A
Full-year course - 5 Credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 4 - 5 hours
Recommended Prerequisite: B or better in Algebra II.
This course is the equivalent of an introductory college course for students majoring in technical fields such as computer science,
math, science, or engineering. Students will spend the majority of their time solving problems by writing, running, and debugging
computer programs in the Java programming language. Major topics to be covered include algorithms, data structures, abstraction,
and object-oriented programming. Students taking this course are expected to take the AP exam in the spring. It is highly
recommended that students have taken a previous computer science course.
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SCIENCE CURRICULUM
Grade Levels

EARNED
CREDITS

Approximate
Weekly
Homework

COURSE NAME

641001

5.0

3 hours

Foundations of Physics I

X

641002

5.0

3 hours

Physics I

X

641003

5.0

5 hours

Honors Physics I

X

643001

5.0

2 - 3 hours

Foundations of Chemistry

X

643002

5.0

2 - 4 hours

Chemistry

X

643003

5.0

3 - 7 hours

Honors Chemistry

X

642001

5.0

1.5 hours

Foundations of Biology

X

642002

5.0

2.25 hours

Biology

X

642003

5.0

4 hours

Honors Biology

X

644122

2.5

1 - 4 hours
both levels

Introduction to Engineering Design (SEM)*

644133

2.5

1 - 4 hours

644002

5.0

648102

5.0

645002

5.0

645003

COURSE
NUMBER

9

10

12

X

X

Honors Advanced Engineering Design (SEM)*

X

X

Physics II

X

X

1.5 - 3 hours
both levels
3 hours Std.
3.25 hours Hon.

X

11

Biotechnology

X

3 - 4 hours

Anatomy and Physiology

X

5.0

3 - 4 hours

Honors Anatomy and Physiology

X

649102

5.0

1 - 2 hours

Forensic Science

X

646002

5.0

1.5 - 4 hours
both levels

Environmental Science

X

X

644024

5.0

1.5 - 5 hours

AP Physics 1

X

X

644034

5.0

1.5 - 5 hours

AP Physics 2

X

X

644004

5.0

3 - 5 hours

AP Physics C

643004

5.0

3 - 6 hours

AP Chemistry

642004

5.0

7 hours

AP Biology

X
X

X
X

* Introduction to Engineering Design (SEM), and Advanced Engineering Design (SEM) may be used to fulfill the Science
graduation requirement if a student earns a passing grade in both courses.
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SCIENCE CURRICULUM SEQUENCE	
  
Level

Grade 9

Grade 10

Grade 11

Foundations of Physics I

	
  

Foundations of
Chemistry

Foundations
	
  

Grade 12

	
  

	
  

Foundations of Biology

	
  

	
  

	
  

Physics I
Standard

Multi-Level

	
  

Chemistry	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Introduction to
Engineering Design
(SEM)*	
  

	
  

	
  

Biology
Forensic Science
Anatomy and
Physiology
Introduction to
Engineering Design
(SEM)*
Physics II

Introduction to
Engineering Design
(SEM)*
Physics II

Environmental Science

Environmental Science
Biotechnology

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Honors Physics I	
  
Honors Chemistry
Honors Biology
Honors Advanced
Engineering Design
(SEM)*

Honors

AP

Honors Advanced
Engineering Design
(SEM)*
Honors Anatomy and
Physiology

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

AP Physics 1	
  

AP Physics 1

	
  

	
  

AP Physics 2

AP Physics 2

	
  

	
  

AP Chemistry

AP Chemistry

	
  

	
  

AP Physics C

	
  

	
  

AP Biology

* Introduction to Engineering Design (SEM), and Advanced Engineering Design (SEM) may be used to fulfill the Science
graduation requirement if a student earns a passing grade in both courses.
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SCIENCE
A solid fundamental background in science is essential to the complete education of any citizen and or any young scientist. Toward
that end, science classes at SHS are designed to accommodate the needs of a broad range of student backgrounds, interests, goals
and skill levels. In their science classes, students will develop critical thinking and inquiry skills that are the basis for modern
scientific investigation and for the daily decision-making needs of any citizen in any occupation. All science courses integrate and
expand students' mathematical, reading, writing, critical thinking and technological skills in keeping with school-wide learning
goals. Many science courses further cultivate high-level mathematical and reasoning skills. The extent of mathematical skill
developed in and required to succeed in science courses is level and course-dependent.
ADVANCED-PLACEMENT (AP)
AP courses are designed by the College Board and have pre-determined curricula. These courses are designed for the highestachieving students who are able to work independently, analyze problems critically, and develop excellent lab skills. The pace and
rigor of these courses is similar to a first-year college course. Students should expect homework nightly, as well as a research
project, experiments that require time outside of class, extensive reading and summer work.
HONORS
Honors courses, especially chemistry and physics, require a deep mathematical background. These higher-reasoning skills are used
in daily problem solving and critical analysis of problems and data. Honors courses will provide deeper coverage of the curriculum
material, may cover material outside the standard curriculum, and may move at a faster pace than non-honors courses. These classes
may require research or other projects that deepen the learning experience and cultivate skills outside the curriculum, such as the use
of computer technology in data analysis and presentation of results. Students should expect homework nightly. Students are
encouraged to confer with their science & math teachers and guidance counselors to be sure that honors courses are the best path to
success.
STANDARD
Standard courses are designed to build a solid fundamental background in the sciences for success in future high school courses and
in college courses. Students at this level should still expect self-directed inquiry learning, but with more teacher direction than the
honors level. Students will apply math skills daily in physics and chemistry classes. Students should expect homework
nightly. These courses will also comprise formal lab reports, written essays, group activities and discussions, and other projects.
FOUNDATIONS
These courses are designed for students who would be more successful in a less mathematically vigorous class. Students will
benefit from close teacher supervision, a slower pace, and a variety of teaching approaches designed to foster strong fundamental
skills and to help build mathematical and reasoning skills. Students should expect homework nightly, and to be actively engaged in
classroom activities and discussions daily. In addition to the science curriculum, these courses will also build study skills such as
note taking, essay writing and organization. Students in these sections usually also benefit from individualized attention and smaller
class sizes. The Science Department recommends placement into these courses based on prior academic performance, classroom
teacher recommendation, results from standardized testing, and guidance counselor recommendation.
SCIENCE MCAS
All students who intend to graduate from a Massachusetts public high school are required to pass a high school science MCAS
exam. Science MCAS exams are offered in the following four areas: Introductory Physics, Chemistry, Biology, and
Technology/Engineering. All 9th grade students at Sharon High School are enrolled in Physics I and will take the Introductory
Physics MCAS at the end of their Freshman year. If a student does not pass the Introductory Physics MCAS exam, they will be
provided with additional testing opportunities during their Sophomore, Junior, and Senior years. In addition, students who do not
pass the science MCAS will be provided with an opportunity to participate in a school-sponsored MCAS tutoring program.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
PHYSICS I COURSES
641001
FOUNDATIONS OF PHYSICS I
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 9
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 hours
Departmental recommendation: Placement in this course is determined by academic performance in grades 7 and 8, results
of testing, and recommendations from classroom teachers, the coordinator, and guidance counselors.
This foundations level course brings the most important concepts of physics to life through specific examples and applications of
theory to observed phenomena in our universe. The course’s emphasis is more conceptual than mathematical, and provides students
with opportunities to develop their critical-thinking and problem-solving skills. This course stresses experimental design, laboratory
investigation, data collection, and analysis through traditional or computer-based methods. Topics include measurement, motion and
forces, Newton’s Laws of Motion, momentum and energy, heat, atomic structure, electricity and magnetism, light and sound, and
waves. This laboratory course is designed to prepare students for success in Chemistry, Biology, and other science courses. This
course is suitable for students whose reading and math skills require further development. Students are required to take the MCAS
exam in Introductory Physics.
641002
PHYSICS I
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 9
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students have successfully completed grade 8 science and grade 8 math.
Physics at the standard level brings important concepts of physics to life through specific examples and applications of theory to
observed phenomena in our universe. Topics will include gravitational, electromagnetic and nuclear forces, Newton's laws of
motion, thermodynamics, and mechanical and electromagnetic waves. Earth, the solar system and the universe provide the
observational data through which students will learn the basic laws and concepts of Physics. This laboratory course is designed to
prepare students for success in Chemistry, Biology, and advanced Physics courses. The course uses a topical approach where
students learn and apply physical principles in order to understand scientific phenomena. Students will be able to apply the basic
principles of science to their environment and draw conclusions about how the universe works based on the results. Students are
expected to perform laboratory experiments, do independent reading, work on science projects, master abstract subject matter, apply
algebra skills and express their understanding in clear, coherent writing. Students are required to take the MCAS exam in
Introductory Physics.
641003
HONORS PHYSICS I
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 9
Approximate Weekly Homework: 5 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students intending to take this class should have an A in grade 8 science. Because
mathematics is an integral part of any science curriculum, students should have earned an A in grade 8 math or an A- in
grade 8 accelerated math. The Science Department recommends that students taking Honors Physics I be concurrently
enrolled in Honors Geometry.
This honors level course is designed for students who show a high interest in science and have a strong proficiency in mathematics.
Honors Physics I brings important concepts of physics to life through specific examples and applications of theory to observed
phenomena in our universe. Topics will include gravitational, electromagnetic and nuclear forces, Newton's laws of motion,
thermodynamics, and mechanical and electromagnetic waves. Earth, the solar system and the universe provide the observational
data through which students will learn the basic laws and concepts of Physics. This laboratory course is designed to prepare
students for success in Chemistry, Biology, and advanced Physics courses. The course uses a topical approach where students learn
and apply physical principles in order to understand scientific phenomena. Students will be able to apply the basic principles of
science to their environment and draw conclusions about how the universe works based on the results. Students are expected to
perform laboratory experiments, do independent reading, work on science projects, master abstract subject matter, apply algebra
skills, and express their understanding coherently, both orally and in writing. Activities are designed to show not only
understanding of present conditions, but to also encourage future problem-solving skills. Honors Physics I is conducted at a greater
depth and more rapid pace than the standard course. A high level of mathematical knowledge is required for the honors program,
compared to the standard curriculum. Students are required to take the MCAS exam in Introductory Physics.
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CHEMISTRY COURSES
643001
FOUNDATIONS OF CHEMISTRY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 10
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 - 3 hours
Departmental recommendation: Placement in Foundations of Chemistry is determined by academic performance in
grade 9, the results of MCAS testing, and recommendations from classroom teachers, the coordinator, and guidance
counselors.
Foundations of Chemistry is a hands-on laboratory course for students planning further education in two-year colleges or technical
schools as non-science majors. The purpose of this course is to develop students’ understanding of key concepts in chemistry that
are relevant to daily life. Discussions, classroom activities, laboratory experiments, lectures, and multimedia presentations are
incorporated into the course in order to enhance student comprehension of chemistry’s major concepts. The topics include matter,
chemical properties, chemical changes, atomic structure, the periodic table, and bonding.
643002
CHEMISTRY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 10
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 - 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students have successfully completed Physics I and Algebra I.
Chemistry is a standard level, hands-on laboratory course. It is a course covering conceptual and mathematical aspects of chemistry
including atomic structure, the mole concept, chemical reactions, stoichiometry, chemical bonding, periodic properties and gas laws.
Laboratory experiments, simulations, activities, lectures, videos, and projects are incorporated in the course to assist students in
understanding these topics, as well as learning about the practical applications of chemistry. Chemistry covers the same topics as
Honors Chemistry, but is taught at a gradual pace.
643003
HONORS CHEMISTRY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 10
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 7 hours
Department recommendations: Students have earned a B or better in Honors or Accelerated Geometry and Honors Physics
I, or students have earned an A in Physics I and Accelerated Algebra I with teacher recommendation.
Honors Chemistry is a hands-on laboratory course. It is a vigorous course covering conceptual and mathematical aspects of
chemistry including atomic structure, the mole concept, chemical reactions, stoichiometry, chemical bonding, periodic properties
and gas laws. Lectures, laboratory experiments, videos, and projects are incorporated in the course to assist students in
understanding these topics Honors Chemistry covers the same topics as Chemistry, but in greater depth and at a more rapid pace.

BIOLOGY COURSES
642001
FOUNDATIONS OF BIOLOGY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 11
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1.5 hours
Departmental recommendation: Placement in Foundations of Biology is determined by academic performance in grade 10,
the results of MCAS testing, and recommendations from classroom teachers, the coordinator, and guidance counselors.
Foundations of Biology is a laboratory course of the study of life suitable for students preparing for two-year colleges or technical
schools as non-science majors. The emphasis for this course is human biology. We will be studying human evolution, human
genetics and primarily human anatomy and physiology. The class utilizes a variety of teaching approaches designed to foster strong
fundamental skills. Activities will include microscope work, case study analysis and creation, model building, and anatomical and
physiological labs. Foundations of Biology is best suited for students with a variety of learning styles and is structured to increase
motivation by providing real opportunities for success and achievement within the classroom. Typical homework consists of
assigned reading and note-taking. Unless completing unfinished class work or working on a special project, students can expect less
than 1 hour of homework per week.
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642002
BIOLOGY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 11
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2.25 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students have successfully completed Chemistry, or an A in Foundations of Chemistry.
Biology at the standard level is a laboratory science course designed to provide students with a detailed examination of life
science. Students should expect self-directed inquiry learning, but with more teacher direction than the honors level. Students
entering this course should be able to apply the physics, chemistry, and mathematics concepts taught in previous years. Topics will
include evolution, ecology, cell biology, genetics, and human physiology. Laboratory work includes microscopy, microbiology,
biotechnology and bioengineering, and field studies. Students should be sufficiently motivated to complete outside reading and
writing requirements. Formal lab reports and/or projects are assigned on average once per quarter.
642003
HONORS BIOLOGY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 11
Approximate Weekly Homework: 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students have completed Honors Chemistry with a B- or better, or Chemistry with an Aor better.
Honors Biology is a demanding course requiring higher-reasoning skills used to problem solve and critically analyze problems and
data. It is essential that students entering this course can apply the physics, chemistry, and mathematics concepts taught in previous
years. Students should also feel comfortable engaging with a challenging text. A deeper coverage of the curriculum material and a
vigorous pace is characteristic of honors biology. This course encompasses a detailed examination of biological topics, including
evolution, ecology, cell biology, genetics, and human physiology. Laboratory work includes microscopy, microbiology,
biotechnology and bioengineering, and field studies. Students read and discuss current bioethical issues which include cloning,
stem cell research and cancer studies to name a few. Students should be sufficiently motivated to complete frequent outside reading
and writing requirements independently. Formal lab reports and/or projects are assigned on average once per quarter.

SCIENCE ELECTIVES
644122
INTRODUCTION TO ENGINEERING DESIGN
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 4 hours / both levels
Departmental recommendation: Students have a B or better in current science and math class as sophomores, juniors, or
freshmen taking honors courses. Students have an A- or better in current standard freshmen science and math class.
This is an engaging course designed for students who are seeking an opportunity to apply their science, technology, and math skills
to solve real-world engineering and design challenges. It bridges the gap between theoretical science and practical engineering with
an emphasis on team-based research, artistic design, construction, and analysis. Skills developed include: using Solidworks CAD
software for design creation, constructing physical prototypes, analyzing prototypes, and creating how-to guides that clearly
communicate the procedures for their creations.
The course is project-based where students will be REQUIRED to work in small groups. As their contributions will affect the
grades of group members, students should be prepared to work effectively and diligently in groups. Students will boost their
knowledge of the physical environment while discovering how physics is applied to problem solving in our rapidly changing hightech world. As the majority of work is group-based, students should have stronger abilities to self-discipline and stay on task when
working independent of direct supervision the earlier they choose to take this course.
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644133
HONORS ADVANCED ENGINEERING DESIGN
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students have successfully completed Introduction to Engineering Design.
(This course many be taken up to two times to earn course credit)
This class builds upon all of the skills developed in Introduction to Engineering Design. Students will use the specific problemsolving processes, organizational tools, work delegation, and CAD skills gained from the introductory level course to complete two
separate quarter-long projects. All of these will be built upon to make more complex designs a reality.
Independent research and reinforcement of math/science content will be required as class time will be spent collaborating and
working towards solving assigned problems. There will be a greater emphasis on application of scientific principles and providing
solutions to real-world problems. As these tasks are larger and more time-consuming than those previously completed, an even
greater level of self-discipline and motivation will be required to ensure success. This course is designed for students who welcome
the challenge of independent learning.
644002
PHYSICS II
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1.5 - 3 hours / both levels
Departmental recommendation: Students have successfully completed Physics I and have the recommendation of their
current science teacher.
Physics II is a project-based laboratory course that takes a more in-depth look at topics covered in Physics I with greater emphasis
on designing, constructing, conducting, and analyzing labs & projects. There will also be a LARGE ASTRONOMY
COMPONENT designed to introduce students to modern concepts and theories of Stellar Evolution, Cosmology (origin and
evolution of the Universe), and Planetary Motion.
648102
BIOTECHNOLOGY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Grades: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 hours Standard / 3.25 hours Honors
Departmental recommendation: Students selecting the honors level should have a B or better in Honors Biology and or an
A- or better in Standard Biology.
Biotechnology is an elective laboratory course open to seniors who have successfully completed yearlong courses in biology and
chemistry. Students will learn biotechnology and microbiology techniques, deepen their understanding of genetics, and learn
engineering design concepts as we examine current research in genetic engineering and synthetic biology. Topics covered will
include: molecular genetics, DNA extraction and isolation, cloning, cell culture, gene therapy, DNA forensics, enzyme assays,
bacterial transformation, medical biotechnology, environmental biotechnology, and design of genetic machines. This course may be
taken for standard or honors credit. Students in the honors level will have an additional major assignment each term and closed
notes tests. Students at both levels can expect a major writing assignment (persuasive essay, technology report, discussion board) on
a weekly level.
645002
ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students have completed Biology and Chemistry with a C- or better.
Anatomy and Physiology is a laboratory course primarily intended for students planning careers in health and medical-related fields
such as nursing, medical or dental technology, physical therapy and occupational therapy. Major topics will include the morphology
and physiology of the cell and interactions of the body systems, including the skeletal, digestive, respiratory, nervous, immune and
reproductive systems. Anatomy and Physiology includes laboratory activities, teacher demonstrations, classroom lectures and
dissections. This course will build on the biology and chemistry concepts learned in previous courses. Successful completion of
Biology and Chemistry is essential for success in this course.
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645003
HONORS ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students have the completed Biology and Chemistry with a B- or better.
Anatomy and Physiology is a laboratory course primarily intended for students planning careers in health and medical-related fields
such as nursing, medical or dental technology, physical therapy and occupational therapy. Major topics will include the morphology
and physiology of the cell and interactions of the body systems, including the skeletal, digestive, respiratory, nervous, immune and
reproductive systems. Anatomy and Physiology includes laboratory activities, teacher demonstrations, classroom lectures and
dissections. Since Honors Anatomy & Physiology covers the same topics as Anatomy & Physiology, students are required to have
demonstrated strong study habits and a high level of reading and academic ability. This course will build on the biology and
chemistry concepts learned in previous courses. Successful completion of Biology and Chemistry is essential for success in this
course.
649102
FORENSIC SCIENCE
Full-year course – 5 credits
Grades: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students have successfully completed Physics I, Chemistry, and Biology.
Forensics is an interdisciplinary science laboratory course. Students will need to use physical, chemical, and biological sciences to
solve laboratory problems. Topics covered will include crime scene preservation and research, ballistics, chemical analysis,
forensic entomology, and fingerprint and DNA analysis. Students will investigate cases to examine the role of forensic evidence in
criminology.
646002
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1.5 - 4 hours / both levels
Departmental recommendation: Students must have successfully passed a Biology course or be concurrently enrolled in
Biology or Honors Biology.
Note: This course will compliment THE WORLD TODAY: Aspects of Global Citizenship. Students who wish to deepen their
understanding of the social implication of environmental policy may wish to sign up for both courses, however this is not required.
The science aspects will be the focus of Environmental Science and the social and policy aspects will be addressed more in The
World Today. By signing up for both courses students will gain a deeper understanding of the field of Environmental Studies,
which encompasses both curricula.
Environmental Science is an inquiry-based laboratory course. This multi-leveled course is an introduction to the major themes and
areas of study within environmental science such as earth systems, evolution and biodiversity, ecology, soil and water science,
forestry, environmental policy, and pollution. Throughout the course, current events, policies, and new developments in
environmental science will be discussed. The course will prepare students for the AP Environmental Science exam, regardless of
the level (standard or honors) chosen by the student. The AP exam will be optional for all students taking this course. Students
should expect to work outside occasionally and in all types of weather to conduct field studies and laboratory investigations.
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES
Intellectual maturity and excellent performance in science and mathematics are general requirements for students selecting courses
labeled advanced placement. The content and rigor are comparable in level to an introductory college course in the sciences. AP
students are also expected to cover chapter assignments on their own, as well as through completion of a summer assignment prior
to beginning the course. Every student enrolled in this course is expected to take the Advanced Placement exam in May.
644024
AP PHYSICS: Mechanics
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1.5 - 5 hours
Departmental recommendations: Students have an A or better in standard/accelerated level math and in Physics I and a
teacher recommendation; or a B or better in honors math and Honors Physics I
AP Physics: Mechanics is the equivalent to a semester-long college course in algebra-based physics. The syllabus for this course is
designed by the College Board and covers Newtonian mechanics (including rotational dynamics and angular momentum); work,
energy, and power; and mechanical waves and sound, as well as an introduction to electric circuits. Students should expect to
participate in weekly lab experiments, complete outside reading, work on weekly problem sets, and express their understanding in
clear, coherent writing. This course is for students with exceptional study habits and a genuine interest in physics.
Note: Per CollegeBoard requirement, this course will be listed on student report cards and transcripts as "AP Physics 1." It will
appear as such in the course request portal. Students who score well on the AP Physics 1 exam may earn 1 or 2 semesters of college
credit.
644034
AP PHYSICS: Thermodynamics, Optics, and Electromagnetism
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1.5 - 5 hours
Departmental recommendations: Students have an A or better in standard/accelerated level and in Physics I and a teacher
recommendation; or a B or better in honors math and Honors Physics I
AP Physics: Thermodynamics, Optics, and Electromagnetism is the equivalent to a semester-long college course in algebra-based
physics. (Note: AP Physics 1 is not a requirement for this course.) The syllabus for this course is designed by the College Board
and covers fluid mechanics; thermodynamics; electricity and magnetism; optics; and atomic and nuclear physics. Students should
expect to participate in weekly lab experiments, complete outside reading, work on weekly problem sets, and express their
understanding in clear, coherent writing. This course is for students with exceptional study habits and a genuine interest in physics.
Note: Per CollegeBoard requirement, this course will be listed on student report cards and transcripts as "AP Physics 2." It will
appear as such in the course request portal. Students who score well on the AP Physics 2 exam may earn 1 or 2 semesters of college
credit.
644004
AP PHYSICS C
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 5 hours
Departmental recommendations: Students have an A or better in Honors Algebra II and in Honors Physics I and a teacher
recommendation or a B or better in Honors Pre-Calculus/Trigonometry. Students should have successfully completed or be
concurrently enrolled in AP Calculus BC or AP Calculus AB. Grade 11 students are eligible for this course only if they meet
the AP Calculus requirement. AP Physics 1 and 2 are not pre-requisites for this course.
Advanced Placement Physics C is an intensive, calculus-based first year college level physics course offered to qualified honors
students who have demonstrated superior achievement in mathematics and science. Students are expected to be competent in the
subject-specific core material covered in a first-year physics course. In the Physics C course, half of the year is devoted to
mechanics. Use of calculus in problem solving and in derivations is expected to increase as the courses progresses. In the secondhalf of the C course, the primary emphasis is on classical electricity and magnetism. Calculus is used freely in formulating
principles and in solving problems. It is a vigorous, highly conceptual mathematical approach to physics. Students can earn up to
two semesters worth of college credit (provided they pass the course and earn the appropriate qualifying scores on the AP exams.)
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643004
AP CHEMISTRY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 6 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students have an A or better in Honors Algebra II and Honors Chemistry
Note: Enrollment in AP Chemistry is limited due to the intensive lab nature of this class, and the need to follow proper lab
safety protocol. Registration priority will be given to 12th grade students and will be determined by a lottery drawing.
Those students who request AP Chemistry and whose names are not drawn in the lottery will have to make alternate course
selections.
Advanced Placement Chemistry is a second year high school chemistry course designed to prepare qualified 11th and 12th grade
students for the AP Chemistry exam and for a 1st year college chemistry course. Students are expected to be competent in the
subject-specific core material covered in the 1st year chemistry course at Sharon High School, as this material is reviewed quickly
via a summer assignment and during the 1st weeks of the course. AP Chemistry is an intensive, in-depth chemistry course that
follows the AP Chemistry syllabus published by the College Board. The topics included are thermochemistry, chemical equilibrium,
chemical kinetics, thermodynamics and radioactivity. Students complete a minimum of ten-core laboratory experiments from the
AP syllabus in order to further develop laboratory skills needed for a 1st- year college chemistry course.
642004
AP BIOLOGY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 7 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students have a B or better in Honors Biology and Honors Chemistry or an A- or better in
Biology and Chemistry. Current science teacher recommendation may be helpful if the above recommendations are not
fulfilled.
Advanced Placement Biology is a second year high school biology course designed to prepare qualified 12th grade students for the
AP Biology exam and for a 1st year college biology course. The AP Biology syllabus is designed by the College Board and is a
comprehensive, first-year college course for students with exceptional interest and motivation in science. AP Biology students are
expected to perform sophisticated laboratory experiments, work on independent projects, achieve a high degree of mastery of the
subject, and express their understanding in clear, coherent writing. As required by the College Board curriculum, AP Biology
focuses more on greater depth and analysis of content and less on memorization of discrete facts and terms. Students are required to
complete a summer project in which they will read a book and relate it to the AP curriculum. Students can expect one or two large
projects each term (e.g. experiment and lab report, writing a children’s book about plant growth, designing an exam). Students can
expect to have work to do over each vacation. Students are also expected to read the college-level textbook and take notes to
prepare for each class.

58

FOREIGN LANGUAGE CURRICULUM
COURSE
NUMBER
651012
651022
651023
651032
651033
651042
651043
651052
651053
651054
652112
652012
652102
652022
652023
652032
652033
652042
652043
652052
652053
652054
653012
653022
653023
653032
653033
653143
654012
654022
654023
654032
654033
654042
654043
654052
654053
654044
656012
656022
655012
657002
657012

EARNED
CREDITS

Approximate Weekly
Homework

COURSE NAME

5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0
5.0

1 hour
1 hour
1.5 - 3 hours
1 hour
1.5 - 3 hours
1 hour
3 - 4 hours
1 hour
1 - 2 hours
5 hours
30 minutes
30 minutes - 1.5 hours
30 minutes
1 - 2 hours
1 - 2 hours
1 - 2 hours
3 - 4 hours
1 - 2 hours
3 - 4 hours
30 minutes - 1 hour
3 - 4 hours
4 - 6 hours
1 - 2 hours
1 - 2 hours
1 - 2 hours
1 - 2 hours
1 - 2 hours
1.5 - 3 hours
1 - 2 hours
1.5 - 3 hours
1.5 - 3 hours
1.5 - 3 hours
1.5 - 3 hours
3 - 5 hours
3 - 5 hours
2 - 4 hours
2 - 4 hours
3 - 5 hours
1.5 hours
1.5 hours
1 - 2 hours
1 - 2 hours
1.5 - 3 hours

French I
French II
Honors French II
French III
Honors French III
French IV
Honors French IV
French V
Honors French V
AP French V
Introduction to Spanish
Spanish I
Spanish Culture & Conversation
Spanish II
Honors Spanish II
Spanish III
Honors Spanish III
Spanish IV
Honors Spanish IV
Spanish V
Honors Spanish V
AP Spanish V
Latin I
Latin II
Honors Latin II
Latin III
Honors Latin III
Honors Latin IV (UMass Boston)
Mandarin Chinese I
Mandarin Chinese II
Honors Mandarin Chinese II
Mandarin Chinese III
Honors Mandarin Chinese III
Mandarin Chinese IV
Honors Mandarin Chinese IV
Mandarin Chinese V
Honors Mandarin Chinese V
AP Mandarin Chinese V
American Sign Language I*
American Sign Language II*
Ancient Greek Language & Culture**
Arabic I
Arabic II

Grade Levels
9

10

11

12

X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X

X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X

•

Graduation requirements at Sharon High School include two years of the same foreign language.

•

Students are encouraged to continue their study for all four years of high school and to begin the
study of a second foreign language.

•

Students moving from Standard level II of a language to Honors level III of a language will be
required to complete summer work.

•

Latin & Mandarin Chinese classes are typically taught as multi-level (honors & standard) courses.
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X
X
X
X

FOREIGN LANGUAGE CURRICULUM SEQUENCE	
  
Level

Grade 9
French I
French II	
  

Latin I	
  
Mandarin Chinese I	
  

Latin I	
  
Mandarin Chinese I	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Ancient Greek Language &
Culture**

Grade 12
French I
French II
French III
French IV
French V
Introduction to Spanish
Spanish I
Spanish Culture &
Conversation
Spanish II
Spanish III
Spanish IV
Spanish V
Latin I
Mandarin Chinese I
American Sign
Language I*
Ancient Greek Language
& Culture**

	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

Arabic I
Arabic II

Arabic I
Arabic II

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Latin II	
  

Latin II

Latin II

	
  

	
  

Latin III

Latin III

Mandarin Chinese II

Mandarin Chinese II

Mandarin Chinese II

Mandarin Chinese II

Mandarin Chinese III

Mandarin Chinese III

Mandarin Chinese III

Mandarin Chinese IV

Mandarin Chinese IV

	
  
	
  
	
  

Introduction to Spanish	
  
Spanish I	
  
	
  

Spanish II	
  
Standard

Multi-Level

	
  
	
  
	
  

Grade 10
French I
French II	
  
French III	
  

Grade 11
French I
French II
French III
French IV

	
  
	
  

Introduction to Spanish	
  
Spanish I	
  
Spanish Culture &
Conversation	
  
Spanish II	
  
Spanish III	
  
	
  
	
  

Introduction to Spanish
Spanish I
Spanish Culture &
Conversation
Spanish II
Spanish III
Spanish IV
Latin I
Mandarin Chinese I
American Sign Language I*

American Sign
Language II*

Mandarin Chinese V
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Honors French II	
  

Honors French II

Honors French II

Honors French II

	
  

Honors French III

Honors French III

Honors French III

Honors French IV

Honors French IV

	
  
	
  
Honors

Honors French V

Honors Spanish II	
  

Honors Spanish II

Honors Spanish II

Honors Spanish II

	
  

Honors Spanish III

Honors Spanish III
Honors Spanish IV

Honors Spanish III
Honors Spanish IV

	
  
	
  

Honors Spanish V
Honors Latin IV (UMass
Boston)

	
  

AP

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

AP French V

	
  

	
  

AP Spanish V

	
  

	
  

AP Mandarin Chinese V

•

Graduation requirements at Sharon High School include two years of the same foreign language.

•

Students are encouraged to continue their study for all four years of high school and to begin the
study of a second foreign language.

•

Students moving from Standard level II of a language to Honors level III of a language will be
required to complete summer work.

•

Latin & Mandarin Chinese classes are typically taught as multi-level (honors & standard) courses.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE CURRICULUM
Note: Students who intend to go from the Standard to Honors level should meet with the teacher in the spring to discuss grammar
and vocabulary themes they may need to study over the summer to ensure a smooth transition.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE
Learning about other languages and cultures is an integral part of the educational experience. By learning a foreign language,
students develop a better understanding of the world around them, appreciate diversity, communicate with confidence and make
connections to other disciplines and their own lives.
The fundamental goal of language learning is proficiency, or the ability to use language for purposeful communication. All students
should become proficient in at least one language in addition to English (or their native language) by the time they graduate from
high school. To develop proficiency, foreign language study should begin in elementary school and continue beyond grade 12, as
language acquisition is a lifelong process.
Chinese, French, Spanish, and Latin can be taken for four years at Sharon High School and all can be used to fulfill the two-year
foreign language requirement. In addition to that, American Sign Language I and II and Ancient Greek Language and Culture can
be taken as electives. In the modern languages, there is a focus on interpretive reading, interpretive listening, presentational
speaking, presentational writing, and interpersonal speaking. For students studying Latin and Greek, the focus areas are reading,
writing, translating, and interpreting authentic texts.
Courses are constantly being modified to put the focus on thematic units, high frequency vocabulary and the grammar needed to
discuss the themes. There is also an increased focus on performance assessments, where students demonstrate what they can do
with the language, as opposed to traditional paper and pencil testing. The SPS Foreign Language Department uses the ACTFL
Proficiency Guidelines and Rubric to track students’ progress as they move from Novice to Intermediate to Advanced speakers of
the language. (https://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012)

Enrichment Opportunities: Sharon High School also offers the following opportunities to practice the foreign language and
learn about the host culture outside the four walls:
French: Students of French at Sharon High School have two opportunities to go to France. On alternate years they may visit Paris
during April vacation or participate in the French Exchange Program for two weeks. On exchange years, Sharon High School will
host ten French students and their chaperone from a high school in France. Students who are chosen to host a French student will in
turn travel to France to live with their host brother or sister, attend classes, and participate in cultural excursions. Seniors enrolled in
French may also choose to participate in an immersion weekend to Québec, Canada where they go tubing, snowshoeing, participate
in improv, visit the Ice Hotel, and learn about the history of French-speaking Canada.
Latin and Greek: Students of Latin and Greek may travel to Italy and Greece during April vacation.
Mandarin Chinese: Sharon High School organizes a yearly exchange program with the Gaoxin-Tangnan School in Xi`an, China.
In the fall, SHS hosts ten Chinese students and their chaperone: The Chinese students live with host families, attend classes for
eight weeks, and learn about American culture, including a visit to New York City. In the spring, ten Sharon High School students
and one chaperone travel to Xi`an, China for up to eight weeks where they also live with host families, attend classes, and visit both
Beijing and Shanghai.
Spanish: Students of Spanish have the opportunity to participate in various travel experiences depending on interest and
availability. This year fifteen students traveled to Madrid, Spain where they lived with a host family and attended classes at Colegio
Logos, as well as participating in cultural excursions to Segovia and Toledo. In the spring, their host siblings will come to Sharon
High School where they will also attend classes and engage in cultural excursions. This first year of the exchange was hugely
successful and we will continue it for as long as there is interest.
All languages: SHS also offers summer travel opportunities through World Challenge and The Council on International
Educational Exchange (CIEE). Students may participate in the Global Competence Program as an Independent Study to do in-depth
research on a topic of interest to them, frequently but not necessarily related to their language of study. Lastly, students
demonstrating a proficiency level of intermediate mid or above in English and a second language will soon be able to earn a Seal of
Bi-literacy as part of a SHS pilot program. See the SHS website or Dr. Dahlen for more information.
Graduation requirements at Sharon High School include two years of the same foreign language.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
FRENCH
651012
FRENCH I
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 hour
Departmental recommendation: None
This course is designed for students who need a thorough review of skills acquired in middle school French (before moving on to
French II) or who are new to the study of French. Students will use the target language to practice speaking, listening, reading, and
writing in French. Students will participate in daily oral and written activities such as role-playing, pair activities, games, and songs
to learn and reinforce thematic vocabulary in the areas of the self, friends, family, personal possessions, the house, the city, and
food. Students will be able to engage in short conversations in which they greet and respond to greetings; express their preferences,
wishes, and opinions; generate invitations; discuss seasons, dates, and time; and describe themselves and others. Through this,
students will develop an awareness of Francophone cultures and compare and contrast them to their own. Students will develop a
grammatical foundation that includes regular verbs in the present indicative tense; the irregular verbs aller, avoir, faire, et être; the
near future; affirmative and negative sentences; definite and indefinite articles; regular and irregular adjectives; the use of c’est and
il est; and possessive adjectives.
651022
FRENCH II
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 hour
Departmental recommendation: Students selecting this course should have attained a B or better in grade 8 or successful
completion of French I at the high school.
This course will begin with a brief review of the concepts learned in French I. Students will use the target language to practice
speaking, listening, reading, and writing in French. Students will participate in daily oral and written activities such as role-playing,
pair activities, games, and songs to learn and reinforce thematic vocabulary in the areas of oneself and one’s family, professions,
shopping for food and clothing, weekend and leisure time activities (sports, movies, restaurants), and the house. Students will learn
the following grammar: common regular and irregular verbs in the present, near future, and past; irregular adjectives, stress
pronouns, and partitive articles.
651023
HONORS FRENCH II
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1.5 - 3 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students selecting this course should have attained an A- or better in French I (grade 8 or
high school).
This course is recommended for students wishing to learn French at a fast pace. The course has an emphasis on increased fluency
and comprehension and is taught in French. Students must be willing to work independently, use the target language, and apply
critical thinking to the study of the French language. Students will participate in daily oral and written activities such as roleplaying, pair activities, games, and songs to learn and reinforce thematic vocabulary in the areas of professions, shopping for food
and clothing, weekend and leisure time activities (sports, movies, restaurants), one’s daily routine and health, and the house and its
furnishing. Students will learn the following grammar: common regular and irregular verbs in the présent, near future, and past,
reflexive verbs, commands, irregular adjectives, stress pronouns, direct and indirect object pronouns, partitive articles, and negative
expressions.
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651032
FRENCH III
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 hour
Departmental recommendation: Students selecting this course should have attained a C- or better in French II.
This course will begin with a brief review of the concepts learned in French II. The course has an emphasis on increased fluency
and comprehension and is taught in French. Students will use the target language to practice speaking, listening, reading, and
writing in French. Students will participate in daily oral and written activities such as role-playing, pair activities, games, and songs
to learn and reinforce thematic vocabulary pertaining to travel: planning an itinerary, reserving tickets and hotels, researching
cultural activities, and dealing with unexpected travel complications. Students will learn the following grammar: common regular
and irregular verbs in the présent, passé composé, imparfait, and futur tenses, reflexive verbs, commands, negative expressions, and
comparatives and superlatives.
651033
HONORS FRENCH III
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1.5 - 3 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students selecting this course should have attained a B- or better in French II Honors or
an A- or better in French II.
This course is recommended for students wishing to continue their study of French at a fast pace. Students must be willing to work
independently, use the target language exclusively, and apply critical thinking to the study of the French language. This course is
conducted exclusively in French. In this course, students will be expected to demonstrate their mastery by writing e-mails, letters
and essays and by speaking spontaneously about the themes being studied. Students will participate in daily oral and written
activities such as role-playing, pair activities, games, and songs to learn and reinforce thematic vocabulary in the areas of school
life, city (with an emphasis on Paris) and country, the French economy and advertisements, travel to the French Caribbean and art.
Students will learn the following grammar topics: the indicative mood verb tenses (présent, passé composé, imparfait, plus-queparfait, futur, conditionnel); if/result clauses; adjectives, adverbs, comparatives and superlatives, negation.
651042
FRENCH IV (French IV/V is a combined course offering a rotating, two-year curriculum.)
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 hour
Who am I? Who are they? Why? Students will explore these questions as they examine different aspects of personal and cultural
identity. Students will draw comparisons between themselves and their own culture and the peoples and cultures of Frenchspeaking countries around the world. Year one (2016-2017) will focus on French-speaking countries in Europe, with the main focus
being on l’Hexagone, France itself. Themes may include a study of French stereotypes, French geography, products and economies,
dining and cuisine, Paris and immigration. Year Two (2017-2018) will explore the Francophone world outside of Europe. Themes
include geography, stories and fables, art and music, celebrations, historical and current figures, and cities. Students will explore
course content through lecture, film, and authentic audio and print resources. Grammar will be spiraled, with main topics
distributed and reviewed over the two-year course on an as-needed basis. The majority of this class will be conducted in French,
and students are expected to use the target language spontaneously to communicate.
651043
HONORS FRENCH IV
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 4 hours
Departmental Recommendation: Students selecting this course should have attained a B- or better in Honors French III or
an A- or better in French III
This course is recommended for students wishing to continue their study of French at a fast pace and shall prepare students to take
French V Honors or AP French V. The course will be taught in French. Students must be willing to work independently, use the
target language exclusively, and apply critical thinking to the study of the French language. Students will increase their vocabulary
base and strengthen their communicative skills by interpreting and analyzing authentic written and audio materials such as magazine
articles, short stories, fairy tales, a novel, francophone music, video clips, and French language films. Students will further develop
their grammatical foundation by integrating all of the indicative mood tenses to narrate, explain future events, and make hypotheses
and suggestions. They will learn relative pronouns, interrogative adjectives and pronouns, and demonstrative adjectives and
pronouns.
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651052
FRENCH V (French IV/V is a combined course offering a rotating, two-year curriculum.)
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 hour
Who am I? Who are they? Why? Students will explore these questions as they examine different aspects of personal and cultural
identity. Students will draw comparisons between themselves and their own culture and the peoples and cultures of Frenchspeaking countries around the world. In the 2017-2018 school year students will explore the Francophone world outside of
Europe. Themes include geography, stories and fables, art and music, celebrations, historical and current figures, and cities.
Students will explore course content through lecture, film, and authentic audio and print resources. In the 2018-2019 school year
the course will focus on French-speaking countries in Europe, with the main focus being on l’Hexagone, France itself. Themes may
include a study of French stereotypes, French geography, products and economies, dining and cuisine, Paris and immigration.
Grammar will be spiraled, with main topics distributed and reviewed over the two-year course on an as-needed basis. The majority
of this class will be conducted in French, and students are expected to use the target language spontaneously to communicate.
651053
HONORS FRENCH V
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Departmental Recommendation: Students selecting this course should have attained a C or better in Honors French IV or
an A- or better in French IV.
This course is recommended for students who wish to continue their study of French at a fast pace, who are self-motivated, and who
are willing to work independently outside of class. Students will use the target language exclusively, read authentic written
materials from the French-speaking world, and will watch French language movies as they explore the evolution of the French
language and the changing identity of people in the Francophone world. Related themes may include cultural and religious
traditions, immigration, art, literature and current events. There will be in-depth discussion, analysis, and synthesis of abstract
concepts. Students will be expected to show mastery of previously learned grammar and will study advanced grammar topics.
651054
AP FRENCH V
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 5 hours
Departmental Recommendation: Students selecting this course should have attained a B or better in Honors French IV.
Students will receive a summer assignment in preparation for this course.
This course is recommended for students who wish to continue their study of French at a fast pace, who are self-motivated, who are
willing to work independently outside of class, and who intend to seriously prepare for and take the Advanced Placement test at the
end of the year. Students will expand their knowledge of the francophone world by completing units aligned with themes including,
but not limited to, French colonization and la Francophonie, family and community life, human rights, the environment, technology,
and educational systems in French-speaking countries. For each of the areas of study, students will read and listen to authentic print
and audio documents to enhance their vocabulary and comprehension skills. They will write journal entries and persuasive essays,
they will make oral presentations, and they will perform improvised dialogues. Students will thoroughly review previously learned
grammar and will examine advanced grammar topics and exceptions to rules.

SPANISH
652112
INTRODUCTION TO SPANISH
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 30 minutes
Departmental recommendation required: Recommendation of Spanish teacher, guidance counselor, and foreign language
coordinator.
This is an introductory course to the study of Spanish that will prepare students for the second year course, Spanish Culture &
Conversation Class. Through role-playing, interviews, games and songs, students will gain language experience in speaking,
listening, reading, and writing. Students will greet and respond to greetings, describe people and themselves, talk about their classes
and where they live, engage in conversations, express likes, dislikes, and make requests. Students will be introduced to grammar
concepts including: the present tense, use of tener, use of gustar, subject pronouns, interrogatives and several stem changing verbs.
Students will develop an awareness of Hispanic cultures and compare and contrast them to their own. Assessments will include oral
presentations, speaking tests, listening comprehension tests, and reading comprehension tests, pair activities, compositions, projects,
and daily oral activities. Spanish 1 and Introduction to Spanish meet simultaneously in the same classroom, similar to a multileveled course.
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652012
SPANISH I
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 30 minutes - 1.5 hours
Departmental recommendation: None
This course is designed for students who need a thorough review of skills acquired in middle school Spanish (before moving on to
Spanish II) or who are new to the study of Spanish. Students will utilize the target language to practice speaking, listening, reading,
and writing in Spanish. Students will master grammar concepts including: the present indicative tense, noun/ adjective agreement,
use of tener, gustar, ser and estar, subject pronouns, interrogatives and several stem changing verbs. Through role-playing,
interviews, games and songs, students will utilize the target language to acquire basic proficiency in speaking, listening, reading,
and writing. Students will greet and respond to greetings, describe people and themselves, talk about their classes and where they
live, engage in conversations, express likes, dislikes, and make requests. Students will develop an awareness of Hispanic cultures
and compare and contrast them to their own. Frequent assessments will be given and will include oral presentations, speaking tests,
listening comprehension tests, and reading comprehension tests, pair activities, compositions, projects, and daily oral activities.
Spanish 1 and Introduction to Spanish meet simultaneously in the same classroom, similar to a multi-leveled course.
652102
SPANISH CULTURE & CONVERSATION
Full Year Course - 5 credits
Grades: 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 30 minutes
Departmental recommendation required: Recommendation of Spanish teacher, guidance counselor, and foreign language
coordinator. Students selecting this course have successfully completed Spanish I or Introduction to Spanish.
This is a second year Spanish course that stresses oral communication and focuses on conversational topics. Extra time and
attention are spent in the acquisition of listening and speaking skills in addition to developing cultural competency. Practical
conversational topics include how to talk about likes and dislikes, how to ask for and understand directions, managing medical
emergencies, shopping and travel. Cultural content is a large component of the class. Students will learn about the customs and
cultures of Spanish-speaking countries of interest to them. Students are expected to speak in Spanish in class everyday.
Assessments will include oral presentations, speaking activities, listening comprehension activities, pair practice and cultural
projects. This course will prepare students for Spanish II.
652022
SPANISH II
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students selecting this course should have attained a B or better in grade 8 or successful
completion of Spanish I at the high school.
This is the second year of Spanish aimed at further developing listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. Students are
expected to have a firm grasp of the concepts from Spanish I. The majority of the class will be conducted in Spanish. The course
will begin with a review of concepts from Spanish I and then move on to cover topics that have immediate real life
application. Students will regularly engage with authentic materials and instruction will center-around thematic units. Students
will experience the language, improve their skills and demonstrate learning by utilizing the following modes of communication:
Interpersonal Speaking and Writing, Presentational Speaking, Presentational Writing and Interpretive Reading and Writing.
652023
HONORS SPANISH II
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students selecting this course should have attained an A- or better in Level I Spanish
(Grade 8 or high school).
This course moves at an accelerated pace with an emphasis on increased fluency and comprehension and is taught in Spanish.
Students are expected to have mastered the grammar concepts from Spanish I and must be prepared to work independently, utilize
the target language and apply critical thinking strategies to the study of Spanish. Students will engage with authentic materials on a
daily basis and instruction will center around thematic units. Assessment techniques include performance and formative assessments
as well as end of unit Integrated Performance Assessments. Students will experience the language and improve their skills by
utilizing the following modes of communication: Interpersonal Speaking and Writing, Presentational Speaking, Presentational
Writing and Interpretive Reading and Writing.
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652032
SPANISH III
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students selecting this course have attained a C- or better in Spanish II.
In the third year of Spanish, students will increase their proficiency through a wide range of communicative activities. The majority
of this class will be conducted in Spanish, and students are expected to use Spanish. This course builds upon the skills emphasized
in Spanish II and instruction will center around thematic units. Students will use the language to interpret spoken and written
authentic texts. Assessment techniques include performance and formative assessments as well as end of unit Integrated
Performance Assessments assessing the major modes of communication: Interpersonal Speaking, Presentational Speaking,
Presentational Writing and Interpretive Reading and Writing. Authentic Spanish language films related to the thematic units will
enhance the curriculum. Themes studied include free-time activities, travel, school, friends and family, food and current events.
652033
HONORS SPANISH III
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students selecting this course have attained a C or better in Honors Spanish II or A- or
better in Spanish II
In the third year of Spanish, students are given a wide range of communicative activities, aimed at increasing their proficiency in the
four skill areas of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Emphasizing communication, pair and group work, activities are
designed to foster the use of critical thinking skills. This course is taught predominantly in Spanish, and students are expected to
use Spanish. Students are expected to have mastered the grammar concepts from Spanish II Honors and must be prepared to work
independently, utilize the target language and apply critical thinking strategies to the study of Spanish. Themes include: travel,
school, friendship, food, stereotypes, myths and legends and relationships. Students will also learn from authentic tv shows and
stories. Students will learn grammar concepts including: preterit versus imperfect, present subjunctive, future, conditional, present
perfect, and plu-perfect, present perfect subjunctive and the uses of por and para. Students will use and understand expressions
indicating opinions, recommendations, suggestions, and emotions. They will write essays, dialogues, and compositions. Oral
presentations, role-playing, pair practice, and projects are an integral part of the course. Students will experience the language and
improve their skills by utilizing the following modes of communication: Interpersonal speaking, Presentational Speaking,
Presentational Writing and Interpretive Reading and Writing.
652042
SPANISH IV
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students selecting this course have attained a C- or better in Spanish III.
The fourth year of Spanish has been designed to meet the needs of students who have a genuine interest in acquiring fluency in
Spanish. The majority of this class will be conducted in Spanish and students are expected to use the target language spontaneously
to communicate. Students are expected to have mastered the major concepts from Spanish III and must be prepared to work
independently, utilize the target language and apply critical thinking strategies to the study of Spanish. Students will engage with
authentic materials regularly and instruction will center around thematic units such as; identity, fears and childhood experiences,
what I want for my life, new year/new me, the value of our ideas, and hopes and dreams. Assessment techniques include
performance and formative assessments as well as end of unit Integrated Performance Assessments. Students will experience the
language and improve their skills by utilizing the following modes of communication: Interpersonal speaking, Presentational
Speaking, Presentational Writing and Interpretive Reading and Writing.
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652043
HONORS SPANISH IV
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students selecting this course have attained a C or better in Honors Spanish III or A- or
better in Spanish III.
This course is designed for students who wish to continue their study of Spanish at an intensive level. Students will strengthen
reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills. Themes include: coming of age, stages of life, relationships and the art of
storytelling. Students will compare and contrast various Hispanic cultures with their own to increase their awareness of global
diversity. Students will engage in conversations and create essays about social interests, activities, and contemporary issues. This
course is taught in Spanish. Students are expected to have mastered the grammar concepts from Spanish III Honors and must be
prepared to work independently, utilize the target language and apply critical thinking strategies to the study of Spanish. Students
will learn grammar concepts including: present subjunctive, preterit versus imperfect, imperfect subjunctive, the sequence of tenses,
prepositions and articles. There is extensive reading and analysis of authentic literature and film. Students will experience the
language and improve their skills by utilizing the following modes of communication: Interpersonal speaking, Presentational
Speaking, Presentational Writing and Interpretive Reading and Writing.
652052
SPANISH V - Hispanic Cultural Studies Through Film
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 30 minutes - 1 hour
Departmental recommendation: Students selecting this course have attained a C- or better in Spanish IV.
In this advanced fifth year course, students will be given the opportunity to learn about language, culture, and history through
Spanish language films. In addition to analyzing the films through artistic, cultural and linguistic perspectives, they will compare
and contrast historical events portrayed in the films with their own background and perspectives. Topical vocabulary and grammar
expansion will be highlighted in order to strengthen language skills. This unique course is designed to afford students a different
avenue in which to apply and strengthen their communicative abilities in Spanish.
652053
HONORS SPANISH V
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 4 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students selecting this course have attained a C or better in Honors Spanish IV, A- or
better in Spanish IV.
This fifth year Honors level course is designed for students who have attained a high level of proficiency in Spanish. This course is
taught in Spanish, and students are expected to use Spanish. Students are expected to have mastered the grammar concepts from
Spanish IV Honors and must be prepared to work independently, utilize the target language and apply critical thinking strategies to
the study of Spanish. Students will engage in a cursory review of all previous tenses and will expand their knowledge and ability to
utilize previously learned concepts. Students will refine their speaking, reading, writing, and listening skills. There is extensive
reading done outside of class and class discussions center upon the students’ reactions to authentic literature and film. Students will
converse and debate about contemporary social issues. Grammar review and vocabulary expansion will be done to strengthen the
student’s oral and written proficiency. Students will develop their cultural awareness through the study of history, literature, and
film. The course focuses on project and performance based assessments. Themes include: cultural identity, technology,
implications of war, relationships and current events in the Spanish-speaking world.
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652054
AP SPANISH V
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 4 - 6 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students selecting this course should have attained a B or better in Honors Spanish IV.
Students will receive a summer reading and writing assignment in preparation for the course.
The purpose of this course is to improve and to perfect students’ reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills in Spanish, as well
as to prepare students for the National Advanced Placement Spanish Language Exam. Extensive vocabulary lists and a fast-paced,
intensive grammar review are necessary components of the course in order to strengthen students’ skills in the four areas mentioned
above. To improve listening skills, students will listen to, evaluate, and interpret conversations and interviews by native speakers.
Students will read, discuss, and analyze numerous authentic articles and news clips from the Spanish-speaking world in order to
improve critical thinking in the target language and to strengthen their listening skills. Students will strengthen their speaking skills
through informal daily practice, as well as formal assessments such as recorded presentations and cultural comparisons. Students
will also practice integrating all six themes of the exam including contemporary life, art, global challenges, family life, and
technology in preparation for the AP Spanish exam. The course is conducted in Spanish and in preparation for the upcoming year;
students will receive a summer reading and writing assignment.

LATIN
653012
LATIN I
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Departmental recommendation: None
Latin I introduces the student to Latin grammar and vocabulary as well as Roman culture, history, and mythology. One objective of
the Latin I student is to improve their English vocabulary and writing skills by noting English derivatives from Latin roots and by
understanding the influence of Latin sentence structure on the English sentence. The Latin I student will also learn about Roman
culture, history, and mythology and will often prepare projects to show their understanding of certain aspects of the ancient
world. The primary objective of the Latin I student is to produce accurate English translations of Latin prose passages. By
understanding the structure of the Latin sentence, basic Latin vocabulary, and grammatical constructions, the student will also be
able to create short sentences from English to Latin. The Latin I student will learn the first three declensions of nouns and will
understand various tenses of the four verb conjugations. A variety of assessment methods will be used in this course, ranging from
tests and quizzes to mini and larger projects.
653022
LATIN II
653023
HONORS LATIN II
Multi-level: Standard or Honors
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours / both levels
Departmental recommendation: Students selecting the Standard level have attained a C- or better in Latin I.
The second year student will complete the study of basic Latin vocabulary, grammar and usage. This study will include the
continuation of nouns including the fourth and fifth declensions and new uses of the cases. The student will also learn the formation
and usage of infinitives, participles, and indirect statements. This study will allow students to be able to analyze, read, and translate
Latin authors. The student will also acquire detailed proficiency in Latin paradigms, increasing his/her understanding of Latin
influence on English and Romance languages. This course will also continue the study of Roman and other ancient civilizations and
their influence on modern language and culture. The Latin II student will apply this knowledge through in-class and outside
activities and projects. The Latin II Honors student should be self-motivated, willing to work at a fast pace in each aspect of the
course, and will be expected to show more in-depth mastery of all concepts.
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653032
LATIN III
653033
HONORS LATIN III
Multi-level: Standard or Honors
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours / both levels
Departmental recommendation: Students taking Latin III Standard should have attained a C- or better in Latin II
Standard.
The primary objective of the Latin III Standard student is to read and translate authentic Latin passages by ancient poets, such as
Catullus, Horace, Ovid, and Vergil, and by ancient writers, historians, and political figures such as Caesar, Cicero, Livy, and Pliny.
The Latin III Standard student will be able to describe historical and mythological references within both poetry and prose passages.
When reading Latin poetry, they will be able to identify and describe Latin poetic devices and their effects. When reading Latin
prose, they will understand rhetorical devices. A variety of assessment methods are used in this course, including tests, quizzes, and
projects. The Latin III Honors student should be self-motivated, willing to work at a fast pace and should be prepared to spend time
each night preparing homework and reviewing grammar and vocabulary. The Latin III Standard student will review important
vocabulary and grammatical constructions, particularly the subjunctive mood of verbs and its uses and the ablative absolute.
653143
HONORS LATIN IV (UMass Boston):
Advanced Readings in Latin Literature Dual-Enrollment at UMass Boston
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1.5 - 3 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students taking this course have attained a B+ or better in Latin III.
Students who take the Advanced Readings in Latin Literature course can opt to earn three college credits from UMass Boston (with
payment). Students will demonstrate proficiency in reading, translating, and comprehending select passages from the works of
major Latin authors, including Caesar, Vergil, Ovid, Cicero, Pliny, medieval authors, and more. Students will read a variety of
genres, including poetry, war commentaries, historical accounts, speeches, letters, and graffiti, and will understand how genre,
audience, and time period influence an author’s writing style. When reading poetry, students will hone their ability to scan dactylic
hexameter and will be able to explain the effect of meter on the meaning of poems. Students will also be able to identify rhetorical
and poetic devices as well as historical and mythological allusions and will be able to analyze and write about the effects that they
have on the meaning of poems. When reading prose, students will understand, discuss, and write about the impact that history,
culture, religion, and politics have on what an author produces.
Students who take this course should be self-motivated, willing and able to produce college-level work, and prepared to read and
translate Latin passages on a daily and nightly basis.

MANDARIN CHINESE
654012
MANDARIN CHINESE I
Full Year Course - 5 credits
Grade: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Departmental Recommendation: None
This course introduces students to the pronunciation of Mandarin Chinese and the writing and typing of simplified characters. One
of the emphases is on the tones, which are unique to the Chinese phonic system (Pinyin system) and the key to speaking Chinese
well. Topics include greetings, identity, family and friends, numbers and time, hobbies and sports, food and drink, classroom
language, etc.. Chinese culture will be introduced through language experiences, as well as interactive activities. Chinese history,
religion, holidays, music, movie, and art will be mentioned. Students will engage in listening and speaking activities in class.
Homework, projects, and language presentations related to each unit will be conducted by either individual or team work.

69

654022
MANDARIN CHINESE II
654023
HONORS MANDARIN CHINESE II
Multi-level: Standard or Honors
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1.5 - 3 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students selecting the Honors level have attained a A- or better in Mandarin Chinese I,
and students selecting the standard level should have attained a B or better in Mandarin Chinese I.
This course is the continuation of Chinese I or three years of middle school Chinese; students should have mastered the grammar
and vocabulary from this level before choosing this course. Standard and Honors students will learn the same thematic units,
however the Honors students will be expected to master more vocabulary and the target proficiency level will be higher. Students
will continue to practice the pronunciation and the tones of Mandarin Chinese, and also focus on the typing of simplified Chinese
characters. One of the important goals of this course is that students should learn most of the classroom phrases/sentences by the
end of the first quarter so that for the rest of the year, students can function in a class that is conducted mostly in Chinese. Level II
Chinese class will include topics such as: making appointments, visiting friends, school subjects and learning experiences, daily
routines, weather, dining, birthday celebrations, etc. Homework, cultural projects, and language presentations related to each unit
will be conducted by either individual or team work.
654032
MANDARIN CHINESE III
654033
HONORS MANDARIN CHINESE III
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Full year course - 5 credits
Grades: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1.5 - 3 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students selecting the Honors level have attained a B+ or better in Honors Chinese II and
students selecting the Standard level should have attained a C or better in Chinese II.
This course is the continuation of Chinese II. Standard and Honors students will learn the same thematic units, however the Honors
students will be expected to master more vocabulary and the target proficiency level will be higher. Students will continue to
practice the pronunciation and the tones of Mandarin Chinese, and also focus on the typing of the simplified Chinese
characters. Class is conducted mostly in Chinese. Students will work toward achieving fluency in speaking Chinese, as well as
proficiency in reading and writing Chinese characters. More advanced grammar is introduced and practiced. Students will increase
their proficiency through a wide range of communicative activities. Topics include: colors and clothing, shopping and money, body
parts, seeing a doctor, places and transportation, asking directions, etc. Homework, cultural projects, and language presentations
related to each unit will be conducted by either individual or team work.
654042
MANDARIN CHINESE IV
654043
HONORS MANDARIN CHINESE IV
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Full year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 5 hours / both levels
Departmental recommendation: Students selecting the Honors level have attained a B+ or better in honors Chinese III and
students selecting the Standard level should have attained a C or better in Chinese III.
This course is the continuation of Chinese III. Standard and Honors students will learn the same thematic units, however the
Honors students will be expected to master more vocabulary and the target proficiency level will be higher. Through their exclusive
use of the Chinese language, students will further develop their skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. In this course,
students will read and write in simplified characters. Typing Chinese characters on the computer is a required skill and will be
developed in this course. In addition to using the textbook, Integrated Chinese, students will work with selected authentic materials,
such as newspaper articles, poems, songs, clips from television series, and movies. Topics related to Chinese culture and language
include relationships and dating, renting an apartment and living environments, travel, fitness and beauty, festivals, etc.. Students
will participate in activities and demonstrate their understanding through assessments such as research projects on cultural topics,
interviews with native Chinese-speaking guests, journal writing, films or video making.

70

654052
MANDARIN CHINESE V
654053
HONORS MANDARIN CHINESE V
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Full year course - 5 credits
Grades: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 - 4 hours / both levels
Mandarin Chinese V is recommended for students who enjoy studying Chinese and who wish to explore more about Chinese
culture. Themes may include traditional culture, values and customs, cultural comparisons, historical landmarks, literature, history
and arts. Students will use the target language and will read authentic written materials from China and will watch Chinese language
movies that illustrate the themes being studied. Students will review grammatical concepts learned in previous years of study and
will continue to develop their speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills. Topics include future plans, education, cuisines,
traditional arts, social customs, cultural symbols, etc.. Students taking the Honors level should be self-motivated, willing to work at
a fast pace and should be prepared to spend time each night preparing homework and reviewing grammar and vocabulary.
654044
AP MANDARIN CHINESE V
Full year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 5 hours
Departmental recommendation: Students selecting this course have attained a B+ or better in Honors Chinese IV or and Aor better in Standard Chinese IV.
This course is the most advanced Chinese course offered at Sharon High School. It is designed to be comparable to the fourth
semester (or the equivalent) of college/university courses in Mandarin Chinese. These college courses, which deepen students’
immersion into the language and culture of the Chinese-speaking world, typically represent the point at which students complete
approximately 250 hours of college-level classroom instruction.
The AP Chinese course prepares students to demonstrate their level of Chinese proficiency across the three communicative modes
(interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational) and the five goal areas (communication, cultures, connections, comparisons, and
communities) as outlined in the Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century. Its aim is to provide students with
on-going and varied opportunities to further develop their proficiencies across the full range of language skills within a cultural
frame of reference reflective of the richness of Chinese language and culture. During the course, all students will undertake
interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational activities and assessments about many different topics such as future plans, education,
cuisines, traditional arts, social customs, cultural symbols, etc.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE ELECTIVES
The courses below are offered as electives to be taken beyond the language used to fulfill the graduation requirements.
656012
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE (ASL) I
Full year course - 5 credits
Grade: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1.5 hours
Departmental Note: This course may be used to fulfill the Foreign Language requirement for graduation with
administrative approval.
Departmental recommendation: None
This is an introductory course in American Sign Language, the third most common language in the U.S.. Students will be
introduced to commonly used signs and basic grammar rules. They will learn and practice fingerspelling and signing
numbers. Class work will focus on both expressive and receptive language development. Students will be given the opportunity to
practice their skills both in class and in the community. The culture of the deaf will be explored and celebrated. Topics will
include: the family and friends, school, leisure activities, expressing likes, dislikes and needs, days, numbers, colors and
food. Throughout the year students will watch “Switched at Birth”, a television drama focusing on the life of a deaf teenager, and
will participate in activities exploring the themes, as well as the use of sign in the show.
656022
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE (ASL) II
Full year course - 5 credits
Grade: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1.5 hours
Departmental Note: This course may be used to fulfill the Foreign Language requirement for graduation with
administrative approval.
Departmental recommendation: Students should have attained a final grade of C or better in American Sign Language I.
This is the second year of the American Sign Language curriculum. Students will continue to improve their ability to fingerspell
and sign numbers. They will continue to improve both their expressive and receptive language skills. Students will continue to
explore and celebrate the culture of the Deaf. Topics will include: the home, travel, daily activities, clothing and health. Students
will learn the 5 basic ASL sentence structures including topic/comment. There will be a strong focus on spatial referencing, ASL
classifiers and describing. Students will learn past, near future and tense markers. The second year of the television drama
“Switched at Birth” will be viewed in class, followed by a discussion of the Deaf issues involved.
655012
ANCIENT GREEK LANGUAGE & CULTURE
Full year course - 5 credits
Grade: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Departmental Note: This course cannot be used to fulfill the Foreign Language graduation requirement.
Departmental recommendation: Prior experience in Latin is helpful, but not required.
Ancient Greek Language and Culture will familiarize students with the Greek alphabet, basic Greek grammar and vocabulary, and
the culture and history of Ancient Greece. Ancient Greece provides the basis for the Western ideas of history, politics, philosophy,
art, drama, and comedy. In addition to the Ancient Greek language, this course will explore topics such as the emergence of
democracy and how Athenian democracy differs from modern democracy, the creation of drama and comedy and its relationship to
democracy, Greek gods and myths, the wars with Persia and the 300 Spartans at Thermopylae, and the Peloponnesian war between
Athens and Sparta. Students will read authentic and adapted Greek passages from a variety of authors (e.g. Homer, Plato) and
English translations of Greek comedies and tragedies (Aristophanes, Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides).
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657002
ARABIC I*
Full year course - 5 credits
Grade: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 - 2 hours
Departmental Note: This course cannot be used to fulfill the Foreign Language graduation requirement.
Departmental recommendation: None
This course is an introduction to the Arabic language and culture. The emphasis is on developing the listening, speaking, reading
and writing skills required for comprehension and communication in every day situations. Students are introduced to Arabicspeaking peoples and their cultures through CDs, reading selections, realia, and simulation activities. Through a functional study of
grammar, students learn to read and write what they hear and speak. Communication skills are reinforced by weekly practice in the
language laboratory.
657012
ARABIC II *
Full year course - 5 credits
Grade: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1.5 - 3 hours
Departmental Note: This course cannot be used to fulfill the Foreign Language graduation requirement.
Departmental recommendation: Students should have attained a final grade of B- in Arabic I. (Heritage speakers of Arabic
may begin with Arabic II with approval of the department coordinator).
The emphasis of this course is on both language and culture. Students will further develop their skills in reading, writing, listening
and speaking Arabic. They will regularly communicate in Arabic with others about present, past, and future events in their lives.
Purposeful and original expression that reinforces vocabulary and grammatical structures is encouraged through writing and
communicative activities such as skits, role-playing, storytelling, and “show and tell.” Paragraph writing is expected as well as rewrites using a rubric. Dictations and weekly work in the language laboratory strengthen speaking and listening comprehension
skills. A general overview of Arabic culture is presented through videos, realia, cooking, and audio-visual projects. Students will
work on at least one oral presentation each quarter.
*For English speakers, learning Arabic is similar in difficulty to learning Chinese, due to the time it takes
to learn the writing system. (French and Spanish are Category I languages, Arabic and Chinese are
Category IV languages.) Students interested in studying Arabic should have a proven record of success in
studying another foreign language and should understand that it takes almost three times as long to reach
the same level of proficiency in Arabic as French or Spanish.
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UNIFIED ARTS
THEATRE ARTS CURRICULUM
Grade Levels

EARNED
CREDITS

Approximate
Weekly
Homework

COURSE NAME

681100

2.5

0 - 1 hour

Introduction to Theatre U (SEM)

681203

2.5

1.5 hours

Honors Advanced Acting I (SEM)

681303

2.5

0 - 1 hours

Honors Theatre Production (SEM)

681403

2.5

0 - 1 hours

Honors Advanced Theatre Production (SEM)

681603

2.5

0 - 1 hours

Honors Improvisation Workshop (SEM)

681213

2.5

1.5 hours

Honors Advanced Acting II (SEM)

681223

2.5

1.5 hours

Honors Advanced Acting III (SEM)

COURSE
NUMBER

9

10

11

12

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

681100
INTRODUCTION TO THEATRE U
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour
Introduction to Theatre is a fun course for all levels of acting experiences, especially for those people who love comedy, creativity,
and improvisation. The classes begin with music and movement and then lead into basic acting techniques including concentration
exercises, improvisation, character development, movement, story telling, emotional analysis and the fundamentals of preparing a
scene. Students will develop original scenes as well as work with scripted texts. Performance will be a regular part of each class; the
audience will consist of students within the class. At times, student performances will be video taped and viewed for analysis
purposes within the confines of the class. The goal of the course is to instill in students a feeling of confidence when in front of a
group as well as to inspire them to use their imaginations and to have fun!
Students in this course will be expected to collaborate with others on various projects and assignments and will work in both large and
small groups, as well as on their own.
Upon completion of this course, students become eligible to enroll in Advanced Acting that is a more intense acting course.
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681203
HONORS ADVANCED ACTING I
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1.5 hours
Departmental recommendation: Successful completion of Introduction to Theatre, or performance in at least one Sharon
High Theatre Company production.
In Advanced Acting students will continue to develop their acting skills through, improvisation, monologues, original scenes,
scripted scenes, text analysis, movement and research. The course will also include directing, play reading and play writing.
Possible projects could include monologues, short plays for performance, one act plays for performance, writing scenes, directing,
choreography, ensemble pieces, and advanced improvisational techniques. This is a performance/project-based course in which
students will be expected to participate fully in several student-driven public performances. Students will write about and analyze
their theatrical experiences. At times, student performances will be video taped and viewed for analysis purposes within the
confines of the class. If students are furthering their acting education in college, students will work on preparation for the college
audition and portfolios.
681303
HONORS THEATRE PRODUCTION
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour
Departmental recommendation: None
Honors Theatre Production will bring together all of the elements that go into preparing a play for performance. Students will be
able to work on various elements that encompass a play: set design and construction, costume design and building, character and
special effects make-up, mask design, choreography, directing, and playwriting. This is a project-based course that involves group
work as well as independent work. Students will prepare portfolios and write about their work as documentation of their progress.
For those students wishing to pursue education in the theatre arts, the portfolios will also be presented to colleges as part of the
application and audition process. (This course may be taken more than once to earn course credit)
681403
HONORS ADVANCED THEATRE PRODUCTION
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour
Departmental recommendation: Completion of Honors Theatre Production.
Students in Honors Advanced Acting Theatre Production will focus on one particular area of theatre production and work the semester
on various related projects. Areas of study: costume and fashion design; dramaturgy, playwriting, directing, lighting design, set
design, make-up and mask design, and puppetry design. For example, a student wishing to focus his/her study of costume design
would read a play looking particularly at the costume possibilities. He/she would research the time period, analyze the characters and
setting, develop sketches and color renderings, pick the fabric and patterns and actually sew the costumes.
681603
HONORS IMPROVISATION WORKSHOP
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour
Departmental recommendation: None
Honors Improvisation Workshop is fun course where students are expected to step “out of the box.” Students will learn various games
similar to those played on the television show “Whose Line Is It Anyway.” Students will also use improvisation as a building block
for non-scripted based performances. Class activities will focus on improvisation skills, performance, comedy, and various theatre
games. Students will be introduced to ensemble writing and performing. The culminating activity could be a public presentation of
student-developed pieces. (This course may be taken more than once to earn credit)
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681213
HONORS ADVANCED ACTING II: Contemporary Scene & Character Study
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1.5 hours
Departmental recommendation: Honors Advanced Acting II is for the serious acting student. Students should have taken
Intro to Theatre, Advanced Acting I, and/or have participated in the Sharon High School Theatre Company plays.
What makes a character tick? How does an actor get inside a character to make that character believable? In this advanced acting
class, students will read and analyze a vast collection of contemporary plays. They will study plot, character, theme, setting and
conflict to fully understand characters’ motivations. Students will choose a scene from a play, rehearse, direct and present the scene
to the class for critique. Students will use Uta Hagen’s Nine Questions to assist them in fully understanding the characters they are
portraying.
Play choices will come from contemporary playwrights, such as Samuel Beckett, Arthur Miller, Tom Stoppard. Tennessee
Williams, Neil Simon, or Edward Albee.
681223
HONORS ADVANCED ACTING III - “The Classics”: Scene and Character Study
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1.5 hours
Departmental recommendation: Honors Advanced Acting III is for the serious acting student. Students should have taken
Intro to Theatre, Advanced Acting I and/or II, or have participated in the Sharon High School Theatre Company plays.
In this advanced acting course, students will study and prepare scenes from classical plays: ancient Greeks, (Sophocles,
Aristophanes); Medieval drama miracle and morality plays; Italian and Spanish Renaissance plays (Commedia dell’Arte);
Elizabethan plays (Shakespeare, Marlowe); French Renaissance plays (Moliere); Restoration and 18th century plays (Sheridan);
19th century European plays (Ibsen, Chekov, George Bernard Shaw, Wilde); or 20th century plays (Brecht, Wilder, O’Neill, Jean
Giraudoux, Jean Anouilh).
Students will continue their work of studying the text, subtext, themes, setting, and conflict to fully understand characters’
motivations. Students will use Uta Hagen’s Nine Questions, to assist them in fully understanding the characters they are portraying.
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VISUAL ARTS CURRICULUM
Grade Levels

COURSE
NUMBER

EARNED
CREDITS

Approximate
Weekly
Homework

COURSE NAME

682102

2.5

0 - 1 hour both levels

682032

2.5

682242

9

10

11

12

Introduction to Art (SEM)

X

X

X

X

0 - 1 hour both levels

2D Animation I (SEM)

X

X

X

X

2.5

0 - 1 hour both levels

3D Animation I (SEM)

X

X

X

X

682282

2.5

0 - 1 hour both levels

3D Animation II (SEM)

X

X

X

682142

2.5

1 hour both levels

Digital Photography I (SEM)

X

X

X

682152

2.5

1 hour both levels

Digital Photography II (SEM)

X

X

X

682162

2.5

0 - 1 hour both levels

Graphic Design I (SEM)

X

X

X

X

682532

2.5

0 - 1 hour both levels

Drawing I (SEM)

X

X

X

X

682552

2.5

0 - 1 hour both levels

Painting I (SEM)

X

X

X

X

682542

2.5

0 - 1 hour both levels

Drawing II (SEM)

X

X

X

682562

2.5

0 - 1 hour both levels

Painting II (SEM)

X

X

X

682412

2.5

0 - 1 hour both levels

Sculpture I (SEM)

X

X

X

682422

2.5

0 - 1 hour both levels

Sculpture II (SEM)

X

X

X

682512

2.5

0 - 1 hour both levels

Ceramics I (SEM)

X

X

X

682522

2.5

0 - 1 hour both levels

Ceramics II (SEM)

X

X

X

682244

5.0

3 - 6 hours

AP Studio Art

X

X

682574

5.0

3 - 6 hours

AP Art History

X

X
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X

X

X

VISUAL ARTS CURRICULUM SEQUENCE	
  
Level

Multi-Level
(All SEM)

AP
(Full Year)

Grade 9

Grade 10

Grade 11

Grade 12

Introduction to Art	
  

Introduction to Art	
  

Introduction to Art

Introduction to Art

2D Animation I 	
  

2D Animation I 	
  

2D Animation I

2D Animation I

3D Animation I

3D Animation I

3D Animation I

3D Animation I

Graphic Design I

Graphic Design I

Graphic Design I

Graphic Design I

Digital Photography I

Digital Photography I

Digital Photography I

Digital Photography I

Drawing I

Drawing I

Drawing I

Drawing I

Painting I

Painting I

Painting I

Painting I

Sculpture I

Sculpture I

Sculpture I

Sculpture I

Ceramics I

Ceramics I

Ceramics I

Ceramics I

3D Animation II

3D Animation II

3D Animation II

Digital Photography II

Digital Photography II

Digital Photography II

Drawing II

Drawing II

Drawing II

Painting II

Painting II

Painting II

Sculpture II

Sculpture II

Sculpture II

Ceramics II

Ceramics II

Ceramics II

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

AP Studio Art	
  

AP Studio Art

	
  

	
  

AP Art History

AP Art History
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VISUAL ARTS
Get involved in one of the fastest growing industries! According to the analyst John Howkins, the creative sector will become one of
the largest economies in the world. From careers in graphic design, animation, illustration and more you can join the fastest growing
creative industry. Visual arts courses foster critical thinking, analytical processes, and creative problem solving. These skills can
prepare students for careers beyond the visual arts.
It is our belief that all students have the ability to excel in one or more of the creative arts. It is also important to remind students
that their four years in high school are not an end, but the start of a journey of exploration. All students enrolled in art courses
explore visual ways of knowing the world and communicating ideas. Appropriate studio conduct and practices are learned in all
visual arts courses. Students who are seriously interested in studying art and developing their creative and critical thinking skills
may want to build a portfolio for college. Students must take two or more semesters of art courses before taking AP Studio Art.
Exposure to the humanities, such as art, will add to a student’s enlightenment. Art can be learned since we all have the desire and
need to create and express ourselves (The desire to learn is as favorable as is possessing actual talent). With this in mind, the Sharon
High Art Department offers a variety of electives that will meet these individual needs. We encourage all students to take one or
more art classes during high school.
682102
INTRODUCTION TO ART
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour / both levels
Departmental recommendation: None
This course uses many two-dimensional and three-dimensional media for drawing, painting, sculpture, and ceramics.. The
curriculum builds upon what students have already learned in middle school and introduces a higher level of knowledge and
understanding of contemporary visual arts practices. This course emphasizes exploration, artistic behavior, intellectual curiosity,
analysis, and student responsibility in the artistic process. Students are encouraged and directed to creatively solve problems and
take risks in their art making. They are expected to ask and answer questions regarding their creative work. Students will learn
vocabulary, techniques and critical reasoning to analyze the elements and principles of art and design. Students will learn to create
depth and value in a two-dimensional form, as they practice observation, abstraction, invention, and expression. A sketchbook is
required for in-class assignments and homework.
682032
2D ANIMATION I
Multi-Leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour / both levels
Departmental recommendation: None
Do you ever wonder how animations are created? This course introduces students to 2D animation, from concept and storyboarding
through project completion. Industry standard software, such as Adobe Flash and Animate CC will be explored while students
discover how and why animations are produced in real-world scenarios.
2D animation topics include vector drawing, key-frame animation, motion and shape tweening, and inverse kinematics. Other topics
covered in this course include the history of animation, traditional animation processes, and story development.
682242
3D ANIMATION I
Multi-Leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour / both levels
Departmental recommendation: None
Ready for 3D exploration? Ever wonder what software was used to create movies like Toy Story or your favorite video games? In
3D Animation, students build 3D modeling and animation skills in Maya. 3D Topics include modeling with primitives, shaders and
textures, particles, lighting, cameras, and animating. More advanced topics covered include NURBS modeling, skeletons, skinning
and binding, surface deformations, cameras and lighting, and rendering techniques. Skills are built sequentially, and projects
become lengthier and more complex over time. All animations are fully rendered.
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682282
3D ANIMATION II
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour / both levels
Departmental recommendation: Successful completion of 3D Animation
In Term 1 of this semester course, students continue to build modeling and animation skills as they work through a series of guided
exercises in Maya. In Term 2, students select an area of concentration they would like to explore and hone their skills, while
sharpening their ability problem-solving independently. Advanced topics include organic modeling and deformers, more complex
lighting systems, and paint effects, to name a few.
682142
DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY I
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 hour / both levels
Departmental recommendation: None
Do you love taking photographs but would like to know more about your camera and editing your photos? Did you ever wonder
what all those little buttons on your automatic digital camera are for? Or perhaps you would simply like to know how to take more
interesting photos with your basic camera. This course introduces students to the art of Digital Photography and Adobe Photoshop,
and begins with an introduction to basic photography skills and progresses to using Photoshop to digitally enhance photographs.
Students learn the basics of taking still pictures with a point-and-shoot digital camera while learning about the technologies that
make digital photography possible. The elements and principals of art and design guide students through a series of assignments
throughout this course, so students understand the foundations of what makes visual art a communicative medium. Making creative
compositions, choosing a subject, narrative portraits, black and white conversions, color enhancements, layer masking and
adjustments layers, and lighting are just some of the subjects covered.
682152
DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY II
Multi-Leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 hour / both levels
Departmental recommendation: Successful completion of Digital Photography I
If you’re ready to take your photography to the next level, then this course is for you. This course guides students through more
advanced picture taking and editing techniques, using both Camera RAW in Adobe Bridge and Photoshop for image correction and
image manipulation. In this advanced course, students will more thoroughly explore the use of the camera and computer as tools in
the creative process.
A more studio-like setting than Photo I, Photo II projects aspire to express a unique vision with the goal of developing a deeper
conceptual complexity in the artworks. Creative printing with art papers and mixed-media is also explored.
682162
GRAPHIC DESIGN I
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour / both levels
Departmental recommendation: None
Like all art, graphic design touches our lives every day, from the magazine you read to the app you use on your smartphone and
tablet. Every product you use (and advertisement for it) was designed by an artist. In this course, students learn what it means to be
a graphic designer by developing both a verbal and a visual literacy while exploring the formal elements of art and design, and the
expressive qualities of typography.
Problem-solving skills are developed with an emphasis on the integration of typography and visual imagery to specific assignments
(logo development and branding, print collateral, digital media, etc.,) while learning industry-standard software in the Adobe Design
Suite (CC). The use of both vector and raster programs cooperatively is highlighted.
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682532
DRAWING I
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour / both levels
Departmental recommendation: None
Term I of this semester course will focus on observational drawing. Students will be instructed in drawing what they “see”,
developing their eye and hand coordination, and how to arrange objects on a page to create exciting and well-structured
compositions. A variety of media will be explored, such as pencil, charcoal, and pen & ink. During Term 2 the course will introduce
color into drawing, using a variety of media, i.e. Prismacolor, pastels, colored ink. Through critiques and self-evaluations, students
will be able to assess the components of “good” art.
682552
PAINTING I
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour / both levels
Departmental recommendation: None
In this studio course, students will study and practice painting techniques in a variety of media including oil paint and watercolor.
Color theory and fundamentals of color mixing and brush handling are explored. Students will learn how to use the elements of art
and principles of design as the key components of good composition in any work of art. Students will acquire the aesthetic skills to
express and communicate responses to experience. Finished paintings will include still life, landscape, etc. Teacher demonstrations
and exemplars expose students to various style of painting from ancient to modern eras. and help to develop an appreciation for the
visual arts. Through critiques and self evaluations, students will be able to assess the components of “good” art.
682542
DRAWING II
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour / both levels
Departmental recommendation: Successful completion of Drawing I
This course builds upon skills and art developed in Drawing I. Advanced skills in color application, compositional alternatives,
spatial relationships, and new media will be investigated. Drawing the human figure from a model and other new subject matter will
be explored, such as still life, landscapes, and mixed media drawing. Through critiques and self-evaluations, students will be able to
assess the components of “good” art. As in any fine arts course, individual and inventive expression is encouraged.
682562
PAINTING II
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour / both levels
Departmental recommendation: Successful completion of Painting I
This studio course builds upon the skills and art developed in Painting I. Students will be instructed in stretching and preparing
canvas and watercolor paper and mixing and uses of oil and watercolor paint. Intuitive as well as classic color theory models will be
explored. Strategies of painting which aid in the illusion of three dimensional and naturalistic color and light will be employed
throughout this course. Subject matter includes still life, landscapes, and portraiture. Through critiques and self-evaluations, students
will be able to assess the components of “good” art. As in any fine arts course, individual and inventive expression is encouraged.
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682412
SCULPTURE I
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour / both levels
Departmental recommendation: None
Ready to get your hands dirty and make things that that have form and substance? In Sculpture, three-dimensional art making
concepts are explored through a variety of techniques, including free-standing form, figural, relief sculpture, mobiles, stabiles and
assemblage. Understanding the steps in the design process, such as brainstorming, drawing, creating armatures and finishing
techniques are covered through a range of projects that evolve from the experiences and interests of the student. Students will
explore the materials used in 3-D art making such as paper-mache, wire, plaster and recycled/found objects. Hand and power tools
are used frequently in class. Students selecting Sculpture I at the Honors level will be required to complete additional
assignments. A sketchbook is required.
682422
SCULPTURE II
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour / both levels
Departmental recommendation: Successful completion of Sculpture I
Continue to explore, build and develop your skills with hand and power tools in Sculpture II. Using the similar materials and
processes from Sculpture I, students will design and create larger and more complex three-dimensional forms. Students are expected
to develop their problem solving and divergent thinking skills. Students selecting Sculpture II at the Honors level will be required to
complete additional assignments. A sketchbook is required.
682512
CERAMICS I
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour / both levels
Departmental recommendation: None
This course is an introduction to the art of ceramics designed to familiarize students the wide variety of possibilities of making
objects from clay. Instruction will cover historical, technical and aesthetic information and focus on skill development in ceramic
processes.
You will explore a variety of ways to construct ceramic pieces formed on and off the wheel. You will look at form, function,
weight, and surface while building, bowls, vases, boxes, cylinders and sculptures. Different glaze techniques will also be explored.
Historical, technical and aesthetic information will be covered and focus on skill development in ceramic processes. Students will
come together in this studio class to hone prior skills, learn new ones, and inspire one another at the same time. Ceramics I at the
Honors level will be required to complete additional assignments and will be graded according to more rigorous standards.
682522
CERAMICS II
Multi-leveled: Standard or Honors
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour / both levels
Departmental recommendation: Successful completion of Ceramics I
Ceramics II expands upon the basic skills learned in Ceramics I. For students who enjoyed Ceramics I, you will quickly learn
advanced techniques including surface textures, glaze and slip techniques. New project demonstrations, new tools and equipment
will be introduced, and increased exposure to the wheel. You will also be engaged in creative ceramic sculptural projects. Students
electing Ceramics II at the Honors level will be required to complete additional assignments and will be graded according to more
rigorous standards.
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682244
AP STUDIO ART
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 6 hours
Departmental recommendation: Successful completion of at least two art courses
AP Studio Art is for serious art students and especially for those interested in pursuing art in college. It is an advanced level
course. Students must complete summer assignments prior to entrance to the course in the fall. Homework is assigned on a regular
basis. Students are expected to work independently, in addition to class time, to prepare work for their portfolios. Juniors may
develop a portfolio for college applications and for AP credit. Seniors are expected to submit their portfolios to the College Board
for AP credit. A sketchbook is required for homework assignments. Early in the first semester, students will choose from the
following types of portfolios to develop: 2-D, 3-D and Drawing. Students are expected to submit a portfolio to the College Board in
May.
The work done in the course will reflect three major concerns and constants in AP Art:
1.
2.
3.

Quality – a sense of excellence in your work
Concentration – a personal mode of working, thinking, and expression
Breadth – the need for a variety of artistic experiences

682574
AP ART HISTORY
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 - 6 hours
Departmental recommendation: None
Does art shape history or does history shape art? In AP Art History, students will learn to look at works of art critically while
developing an appreciation for art and an understanding of its significance. Students will explore a variety of art forms from diverse
cultures from the past to the present day, including African and Asian art, European and ancient Mediterranean art, and art of the
Americas.
The requirements as established by College Board will be the principal format in this course. Students with a strong interest in
history, humanities, and/or the visual arts are encouraged to take this college level course.
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MUSICAL ARTS CURRICULUM
Grade Levels

EARNED
CREDITS

Approximate
Weekly
Homework

COURSE NAME

683010

3.0

0 - 1 hour

683123

1.0

683133

COURSE
NUMBER

9

10

11

12

Concert Chorus U
Meets Eagle Block: Monday, Wednesday, Friday

X

X

X

X

0 - 1 hour

Honors Treble Choir
Meets Eagle Block: Tuesday

X

X

X

X

1.0

0 - 1 hour

Honors Tenor/Bass Choir
Meets Eagle Block: Thursday

X

X

X

X

683143

5.0

1 hour

Honors Select Choir

X

X

683523

2.5

1 hour

Honors Select Choir 10 (SEM)

683200

2.0

3 hours

Concert Band U
Meets Eagle Block: Monday & Thursday

X

X

X

X

683203

2.0

3 hours

Honors Concert Band
Meets Eagle Block: Wednesday & Friday

X

X

X

X

683213

1.0

0 - 1 hour

Honors Jazz Band
Meets Eagle Block: Tuesday

X

X

X

X

683260

3.0

0 - 1 hour

Orchestra U
Meets Eagle Block: Monday, Wednesday, Friday

X

X

X

X

683263

3.0

2 hours

Honors Orchestra
Meets Eagle Block: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

X

X

X

X

683240

2.5

0 - 1 hour

Digital Music Composition U (SEM)

X

X

X

X

683600

2.5

0 - 1 hour

Guitar U (SEM)

X

X

X

X

683170

2.5

2 hours

Music Theory U (SEM)

X

X

X

X

683180

2.5

1 hour

Music History U
From Bach to The Beatles to Beyonce (SEM)

X

X

X

X

683190

2.5

0 - 1 hour

School of Rock U (SEM)

X

X

X

X

X

683010
CONCERT CHORUS U
Full-year course - 3 credits
Will meet during Eagle Block (Monday, Wednesday, & Friday)
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour
Concert Chorus is the core ensemble for all vocal students. All students selecting this course must be willing to pursue the study of
choral literature from all styles and time periods. Several concerts and performances will be required during the year. Students will
be involved in activities suited for the development of individual vocal and listening skills while cultivating an understanding and
appreciation for ensemble singing. Concert Chorus meets Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays during Eagle Block. Members of this
ensemble may need to spend additional time outside of class working on their music or completing occasional assignments.
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683123
HONORS TREBLE CHOIR
Full-year course - 1 credit
Will meet during Eagle Block (Tuesday)
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour
Treble Choir is an Honors performance ensemble devoted to the study of repertoire specifically designed for women’s
voices. Students will develop their vocal skills through exercises designed to meet the needs of the maturing female voice. Various
styles of music will be studied including pop, jazz, classical, and folk. Several concerts and performances will be required during
the year. Treble Choir is a fast-paced ensemble, which meets Tuesdays during Eagle Block. Attendance is mandatory and students
may be required to spend additional time outside of class working on their music.
683133
HONORS TENOR/BASS CHOIR
Full-year course – 1 credit
Will meet during Eagle Block (Thursday)
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour
Tenor/Bass Choir is an Honors performance ensemble devoted to the study of repertoire specifically designed for men’s
voices. Students will develop their vocal skills through exercises designed to meet the needs of the maturing male voice. Various
styles of music will be studied including pop, jazz, classical, and folk. Several concerts and performances will be required during
the year. Tenor/Bass Choir is a fast-paced ensemble, which meets Thursdays during Eagle Block. Attendance is mandatory and
students may be required to spend additional time outside of class working on their music.
683143
HONORS SELECT CHOIR
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 hour
Pre-requisite: Previous member of Concert Chorus and successful audition with choral teacher.
Select Choir is an advanced mixed ensemble that meets during the school day for students in grades 11 and 12. Select Choir will
study music specifically designed for smaller ensembles. Students in this course will perform often at school, within the Sharon
community, and beyond. The focus of this ensemble will be the mastery of vocal technique and the performance of advanced choral
literature. Select Choir members must be members of the SHS Concert Chorus.
683523
HONORS SELECT CHOIR 10
First semester only - 2.5 credits
Grade: 10
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 hour
Pre-requisite: Previous member of Concert Chorus and successful audition with choral teacher.
Students in 10th grade may participate in Honors Select Choir first semester only. Their participation in the second semester would
be solely extra-curricular.
683200
CONCERT BAND U
Full-year course – 2 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 hour
Will meet during Eagle Block (Monday & Thursday)
Departmental recommendation: Instrumental skills attained in previous ensembles and/or private instruction that is equal
to or greater than Middle School level.
The concert band studies and performs a variety of repertoire at a performance level that is appropriate for the group as a
whole. Musical and nonmusical skills such as ensemble playing, teamwork, intonation, technique, sensitivity, and balance and
blend with the intention of building individual musical and personal growth are addressed. The Band performs several times a year
in school and out of school. Performance attendance is a strict course requirement and students must attend performances outside of
school hours and non-school days. Outside instrumental specialists are brought in to conduct sectional and small group instruction.
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683203
HONORS CONCERT BAND
Full-year course – 2 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 3 hours
Will meet during Eagle Block (Wednesday & Friday)
Departmental recommendation: By audition or recommendation of the conductor. Instrumental skills attained in previous
ensembles and/or private instruction that is equal to or greater than SEMSBA level playing ability.
The Honors Concert Band will study, prepare, and perform advanced repertoire for students at an advanced performance level. The
Masterworks will make up a large portion of the repertoire. Students in the ensemble must possess advanced playing ability on their
instrument to handle the required musical and nonmusical skills and techniques. Musical and non-musical skills such as ensemble
playing, teamwork, intonation, technique, sensitivity, and balance and blend with the intent of individual musical and personal
growth are addressed. Honors Band performs several times a year in school and out of school. Performance attendance is a strict
course requirement and students must attend performances outside of school hours and non-school days. Outside instrumental
specialists are brought in to conduct sectional and small group instruction.
683213
HONORS JAZZ BAND
Full year elective course - 1 credit
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour
Will meet during Eagle Block (Tuesday)
Departmental recommendation: By audition
The jazz band studies and performs music written for the ensemble’s unique instrumentation. The music spans the various styles of
the genre. Ensemble and section playing skills along with soloing and improvisation are taught.
683260
ORCHESTRA U
Full year elective course - 3 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour
Will meet during Eagle Block (Monday, Wednesday, & Friday)
Departmental recommendation: Prior instrumental experience of at least middle school level performance.
The orchestra studies and performs a variety of repertoire for string and, occasionally, full orchestra. Students will be involved in
activities suited for the development of individual string instrument playing skills while cultivating an understanding and
appreciation for working within an orchestral ensemble. The study of composers, creative music writing and staging, music theory,
and music history are included. Musical and nonmusical skills such as ensemble playing, teamwork, intonation, technique,
sensitivity, and balance and blend with the intent of individual musical and personal growth are addressed and transferable to lifelong musical participation. Orchestra will perform in concerts several times a year in and out of school. Performance attendance is a
strict course requirement and students must attend performances outside of school hours and non-school days, for which a calendar
will be provided.
The orchestra performs at least two required concerts a year, with additional performances for critiqued festivals and the Sharon
community. Performance attendance is a strict course requirement, for which a calendar will be provided early in the school year.
683263
HONORS ORCHESTRA
Full year elective course - 3 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 hour
Will meet during Eagle Block (Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday)
Departmental recommendation: By audition or recommendation of the conductor. Instrumental skills attained in previous
ensembles and/or private instruction that is equal to or greater than SEMSBA level playing ability.
The honors orchestra studies and performs a variety of repertoire for chamber and string orchestra at an advanced level. Students
will be involved in activities suited for the development of advanced string instrument playing and ensemble skills. Students will
perform music of at least level 3 of 6 for ensemble and possible solo performances. Musical and non-musical skills such as
ensemble playing, teamwork, intonation, technique, sensitivity, and balance and blend with the intent of individual musical and
personal growth are addressed. Honors Orchestra will rehearse with Orchestra U on Fridays and perform together in concerts
several times a year in and out of school. Performance attendance is a strict course requirement and students must attend
performances outside of school hours and non-school days, for which a calendar will be provided.
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683240
DIGITAL MUSIC COMPOSITION U
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour
Departmental recommendation: None
Creating music on the computer is relatively easy and gives anyone access to a unique form of artistic expression. Still, one needs
to know how music works in order to logically present one’s work. Using Apple’s Garage Band, students will learn how rhythm,
melody, harmony, and song form apply to their own musical works. Additional topics include producing a radio commercial, the
blues, learning about important film composers, history of music technology, developments in the digital music industry, styles,
music apps, and Foley.
683600
GUITAR U
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour
Departmental recommendation: None
(This course may be taken more than once to earn course credit)
The Guitar class is open to any student, beginner through advanced, who wants to learn to play the guitar. In this mixed ability level
class, beginners will be taught chord strumming, note reading, finger picking, and basic improvisation while advanced students will
develop a course of study based on what the student wants to learn. Students will play acoustic guitars. Electric guitar, nylon
guitar, ukulele, loopers, and Bass can be a part of the learning experience as well. Students may repeat the course for additional
learning.
683170
MUSIC THEORY U
Semester elective: - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 2 hours
A non-performance music course designed to provide students with an overview of music theory. This course is open to all
students, and no previous music experience is required. Students will learn how to read music, the basic elements of music
structure, chord analysis, composition techniques and aural skills. Students will develop individual musicianship skills in a
differentiated classroom setting.
683180
MUSIC HISTORY U - From Bach To The Beatles To Beyonce U
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 hour
Departmental recommendation: None
In this course students will learn about the many styles, genres, and sub-genres of American music. After a brief survey of Western
Classical music, early American music, and a thorough history of jazz, the course will focus on significant popular music composers
and performers and their works from the 1950’s to the present. Students will do a large amount of listening, reading, research, and
in-class reporting. Expect to gain a deeper understanding of our American music culture, its reflection of and response to our society
through the decades, and how the music industry works. This is a non-performance class and all students are welcome.
683190
SCHOOL OF ROCK U
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11, & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour
Departmental recommendation: Teacher recommendation required
The School of Rock will provide students the opportunity to explore their own small group performance experiences. Students
should be able to play an instrument and/or being willing to sing. Composing, arranging, and songwriting of various styles and
genres will be developed and rehearsed, culminating in student performances. All types of instruments (electric, digital, and
acoustic) are welcome.
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ELECTRONIC MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS CURRICULUM
Grade Levels

COURSE
NUMBER

EARNED
CREDITS

Approximate
Weekly
Homework

COURSE NAME

687110

2.5

1 hour

Introduction to Media Production U (SEM)

687020

2.5

1 hour

Newsroom/Digital Editing U (SEM)

687143

5.0

1 hour

Honors Media Production I

687153

5.0

1 hour

Honors Media Production II

9

10

11

12

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

687110
INTRODUCTION TO MEDIA PRODUCTION U
Multi-leveled: Unleveled or Standard
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 hour
Departmental recommendation: None
This is a “hands-on” course where students learn to produce finished video projects based on school and community topics. They
learn terminology and skills used in professional media production. Both studio and field productions are incorporated into this
course. Topics include: camera operation, on-camera skills, interview techniques, production procedures and computer based
editing. The course incorporates both group and individual work.
All students in the course must have a talent release form signed by a parent or guardian, to be enrolled in this course.
687020
NEWSROOM/DIGITAL EDITING U
Multi-leveled: Unleveled or Standard
Semester course - 2.5 credits
Grades: 10, 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 hour
Departmental recommendation: B or better in Introduction to Media Production.
This course offers the opportunity to use the skills acquired in the introductory course to produce more complex projects. Students
produce: studio programs, videos for Eagle News, projects for contests and for Sharon social media and Community
Television. Professional level video editing software is introduced and used throughout the course. Themes focus on the school and
community.
All students in the course must have a talent release form signed by a parent or guardian, to be enrolled in this course.
687143
HONORS MEDIA PRODUCTION I
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 hour
Departmental recommendation: B or better in both Introduction to Media Production and in Newsroom Digital Editing (This
course may be taken more than once to earn credit)
Students will work both together and individually to produce creative, high quality, complex media projects. Finished work is used
for social media, school media, video contests, community projects, film festivals, college admission projects, broadcast, and to
accommodate requests by faculty and staff. In addition, members of the class will work together in the development and production
of the school’s Video Yearbook and Senior Class Night Video presentation. Other school-initiated projects may be required and
accomplished during this course. Students incorporate field shooting and studio production skills, digital camera skills and an
advanced level of computer editing techniques using professional level software (Final Cut X). Creative approaches and complex
topics, and high quality products are required.
All students in the course must have a talent release form signed by a parent or guardian, to be enrolled in this course.
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687153
HONORS MEDIA PRODUCTION II
Full-year course - 5 credits
Grades: 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 hour
Departmental recommendation: B or better in both Introduction to Media Production and in Newsroom Digital Editing (This
course may be taken more than once to earn credit)
Students will work both together and individually to produce creative, high quality, complex media projects. Finished work is used
for social media, school media, video contests, community projects, film festivals, college admission projects, broadcast, and to
accommodate requests by faculty and staff. In addition, members of the class will work together in the development and production
of the school’s Video Yearbook and Senior Class Night Video presentation. Other school-initiated projects may be required and
accomplished during this course. Students incorporate field shooting and studio production skills, digital camera skills and an
advanced level of computer editing techniques using professional level software (Final Cut X). Creative approaches and complex
topics, and high quality products are required.
All students in the course must have a talent release form signed by a parent or guardian, to be enrolled in this course.

https://youtu.be/YHF-0orSzpw
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WELLNESS & PHYSICAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM
Grade Levels

COURSE
NUMBER

EARNED
CREDITS

Approximate
Weekly
Homework

684500

2.5

1 hour

Wellness 9 (SEM)
Physical Education 9 U (1.25 credits)
Wellness 9 U (SEM) (1.25 credits)

684600

2.5

1 hour

Wellness 10 (SEM)
Physical Education 10 U (1.25 credits)
Wellness 10 U (SEM) (1.25 credits)

COURSE NAME

9

10

11

12

X

X

REGULATIONS FOR REQUIRED WELLNESS COURSES
• All students are required to pass two years of Wellness, a combination of Physical and Health education, to earn
a total of 5 credits.
• All students must be dressed in clothing suitable for the activities. Clothing should be free of objects that could
cause injury to the student or other students in the class. All students are required to wear laced sneakers.
• To receive a passing grade for the term, a student must actively engage in the designated class activities in
proper dress for the entire class period, and not be absent for more than the classes allowed during the term, as
informed by the physical education teacher at the start of the school year.
• The student must also receive a cumulative passing grade on all health assessments (quizzes, tests and projects)
in the classroom portion of this course.

ABSENCES FOR MEDICAL REASONS
If a student is to be excused for medical reasons, they must present a letter from a physician to the school nurse. The student is
expected to resume participation in physical education classes upon receiving written permission from the physician. No student
may participate in interscholastic athletics while excused from physical education for medical reasons.
A student who is excused from physical education classes for medical reasons for a portion of the school year and who is absent for
more than eight (8) consecutive classes in a given term for medical reasons shall receive a mark of “medical” for the period of
absence. However, the student may obtain credit for physical education by choosing to either make-up the absences OR by
successfully completing an independent study contract.
If a student is to be excused for religious reasons, they must present a letter from parent(s) or guardian(s) explaining the reason for
the request to the principal. An excused student may make up the credits missed by substituting another classes for physical
education.

INCOMPLETE CLASSES OR EXCUSED ABSENCES
If a student does not complete a class or receives an excused absence, the student will be required to make up that part of the class
not completed to receive credit for the class. The make-up will be for that part of the class that was missed, if possible. The student
has five (5) school days to make arrangements to either:
•
•
•
•

Make up the class, OR
Choose not to make up the class, and take a zero (0) for that class.
Four zeroes in a term will result in an incomplete for the term.
An incomplete may be carried over into the next term, except for term four (4).
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UNEXCUSED ABSENCES
If a student receives four (4) unexcused absences from a class during a term, the student will receive a failing grade for the term.

MAKE-UPS
Make-ups will, when possible, contain activities similar to those taking place during the regular class, and will take place after
regular school hours. If this is not possible, then a variety of physical activities will be available for the student’s make-up activity,
OR the student can complete an independent study contract.
684500
WELLNESS 9 U
Semester One course - 2.5 credits
Requirement for Grade 9
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 hour
Freshman Wellness is a combination of both Physical Education and Health. Each component earns 1.25 credits.
Physical Education classes, which are graded on a P/F basis, offer an array of activities, including: racquet sports, golf, dance,
volleyball, group games, ultimate disc, bowling, touch football, and basketball. Students will be introduced to new activities as
funds and equipment avail themselves, and they will also learn the basics of strength training and cardiovascular workouts in the
fitness room. The emphasis will be on lifetime fitness.
Health classes, which are graded on an A-F scale, address the many issues that youth of today face. The focus is on helping young
people become healthy, well rounded members of the community. Topics include communication skills, values, decision-making,
relationship skills, sexuality issues, teen dating violence, alcohol, and substance abuse. Consequences of decisions are stressed
throughout in an effort to help prevent major health problems and to attain an optimal level of physical, mental, and social health.
Guidance counselors co-teach a portion of this course.
684600
WELLNESS 10 U
Semester Two course - 2.5 credits
Requirement for Grade 10
Approximate Weekly Homework: 1 hour
Sophomore Wellness is a combination of both Physical Education and Health. Each component earns 1.25 credits.
Physical Education classes, which are graded on a P/F basis, offer an array of activities, including: racquet sports, golf, dance,
volleyball, group games, ultimate disc, bowling, touch football, and basketball. Students will be introduced to new activities as
funds and equipment avail themselves, and they will also learn the basics of strength training and cardiovascular workouts in the
fitness room. The emphasis will be on lifetime fitness.
Health classes, which are graded on an A-F scale, continue with the same focus as the previous year, but will also include topics
such as: preventing injuries and violence, body image issues, first aid, non-communicable and communicable diseases,
contraception, and substance abuse. Values, decisions, and consequences continue to be a major theme throughout while addressing
related social, mental, and physical health issues pertaining to each topic. Guidance counselors co-teach a portion of this course.
684800
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 11 U
684900
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 12 U
Annual experience - 0 credits
Requirement for Grade 11, 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0
State law requires that students engage in physical education during each year of high school. The law, however, does not specify
any time or activity criteria regarding the provision of physical education. Absent significant alterations to the daily schedule that
would prompt school-wide programmatic and staffing changes, creating regular time during the school day to adhere to the spirit of
the law is unrealistic. In order to comply with the letter of the law though, all juniors and seniors will automatically be enrolled in
an un-credited physical education course. Then, during the school year, the administration will work with the Wellness teachers to
provide at least one physical education experience that reinforces the importance of maintaining a healthy and active lifestyle.
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ACADEMIC PEER TUTORING & INTERNSHIPS
Grade Levels

COURSE
NUMBER

EARNED
CREDITS

Approximate
Weekly
Homework

COURSE NAME

605110

1.5

0 - 1 hour

605130

2.5

605200
605210

9

11

12

Academic Peer Tutoring: English

X

X

0 - 1 hour

Academic Peer Tutoring: Mathematics

X

X

2.5

0 - 1 hour

Internship: Pathways Program

X

X

1.0

0 - 1 hour

Internship: Help Desk & Technology Integration

X

X

X

10

X

605110
ACADEMIC PEER TUTORING: ENGLISH
Semester course – 1.5 credits per semester
Will meet during Eagle Block 3 times per cycle (individual schedule to be determined)
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour
By Recommendation Only: Students in this course should maintain a grade of B+ or higher in all academic areas, maintain
a 95% attendance rate and have a recommendation from the prior English teacher. This course may be taken more than
once to earn credit.
“Those that know, do. Those that understand, teach.” - Aristotle
Academic Peer Tutoring is an opportunity for independent students interested in a leadership position tutoring in the new Academic
Support Program (ASP) Writing Center. Students will work collaboratively with English teachers, refining their skills and
knowledge in writing instruction in order to provide feedback and support to individual students. Academic Peer Tutors will commit
at least three Eagle Block periods per cycle to staffing the writing center. Students use their course time to fulfill a variety of
responsibilities, including writing support for fellow students, developing online writing resources, and completing a tutoring log.
605130
ACADEMIC PEER TUTORING: MATHEMATICS
Semester course - 2.5 credits per semester
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour
By Recommendation Only: Students in this course should maintain a grade of B or higher in all academic areas, maintain a
95% attendance rate and have a recommendation from the prior mathematics teacher. This course may be taken more than
once to earn credit.
Academic Peer Tutoring is an opportunity for independent students interested in a leadership position tutoring in the new Academic
Support Program (ASP). Students would work collaboratively with a teacher, refining their skills and knowledge in Mathematics
instruction in order to provide feedback and support to individual students. Academic Peer Tutors would commit to Eagle Block to
meet with Academic Center Teacher and other Peer Tutors. Academic Peer Tutors would use their course time to fulfill a variety of
responsibilities, including mathematics tutoring, developing an online mathematics support resource, as well as supporting
classroom teachers in an assistant role when needed.
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605200
INTERNSHIP: PATHWAYS PROGRAM
Semester course - 2.5 credits per semester
Grades: 11 & 12
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour
Note: This course may be taken more than once to earn credit.
The Pathways Program at Sharon High School services students with communication/intellectual disabilities. The goal of the
program is for students to develop necessary skills for independent living and working.
An Internship is offered on a full year basis for students who are interested in having an in-depth experience to learn all facets of
providing special education services to a complex population. Students will function as a peer tutor and friend, participate in all
student activities, and observe supporting specialists. They will learn how to provide targeted individual instruction, run small
groups, and help develop curriculum materials. Monthly readings include various related articles, or books such as The Curious
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon, or videos such as “Temple Grandin.” Students will be expected to submit
monthly journal entries regarding their experiences and readings, along with an end of the semester summary.
605210
INTERNSHIP: HELP DESK & TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION
Semester course – 1.0 credit per semester
Grades: 9, 10, 11 & 12
Will meet two days per week during Eagle Block
Approximate Weekly Homework: 0 - 1 hour
Note: This course may be taken more than once to earn credit.
Members of the SHS Help Desk will serve as first-level technology support for all SHS teachers and students, assessing problems and
determining the best approach to addressing or solving those problems. In addition to technology and customer-service skills, students
will gain valuable workplace experience and work towards developing some of the skills necessary to succeed in the 21st
century. Students will have the opportunity to evaluate and develop their skills, and work on ways to market their skills via resumes,
blogs and social networks.
The Help Desk Internship will meet two days per week during Eagle Block. Additional time outside of school may be required to
support some SHS functions (i.e. Open House).
To be considered for Help Desk, students are required to interview with the Instructional Technology Specialist, members of the
Sharon Public Schools Ed Tech Team, as well as SHS administration.
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STUDENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT
The Student Services Department at Sharon High School provides support services and programs for students who have been
determined eligible for special education so they can access the curriculum and make effective progress. Special education and
content teachers work together to provide students with the specific skills needed for academic success and acquire the expected
content knowledge. These services may include one or more of the following: consultation with teachers, parents and specialists;
speech/language therapy, occupational/physical therapy, in-class support, individual and/or group counseling and placement in
Academic Lab or Team Based Learning Program. The frequency, duration, and type of services are determined at the Team
meeting in response to the individual needs and goals of each student.
Students, parents, or staff may initiate a request for a special education evaluation when there is an area of suspected disability and
the student is not making effective progress. It is important to be in contact with the guidance department prior to a request for an
initial evaluation and participate in the Teacher Support Team process (pre-referral).
Students will be enrolled in a course designed to assist students with special needs in the acquisition or maintenance of basic
academic skills and compensatory strategies using curricula content. Students are encouraged to understand their learning style, to
become independent learners, and to recognize their strengths and weaknesses. Students are taught a variety of strategies to become
successful learners. By developing personal responsibility, students develop the necessary skills to become life-long learners and for
a successful high school experience. These strategies include: previewing/reviewing new material, writing an essay using a process
approach, using test-taking and reading strategies, planning long-term assignments with an emphasis on study skills, developing
organizational skills and utilizing technology allowing them to access the curriculum. Specially designed instruction is delivered in
accordance with students Individualized Education Program. Students work individually and/or in small groups.

TEAM BASED LEARNING PROGRAM
Program Goal: The Team Based Learning (TBL) Program is therapeutic behavior program within Sharon High School. The Team
Based Learning program provides a small group setting for students with emotional and/or behavior disabilities and allows full
access to the general curriculum in the least restrictive environment within their community.
Program Description: This program provides a flexible integrated learning program for students who have emotional and/or
behavior needs as well as specific learning disabilities that impact their ability to independently and successfully access the general
curriculum. These students have challenges that require a need for ongoing and/or intensive behavior intervention and ongoing
regular curriculum modifications and consultation to staff.
Program Structure:
•
•
•
•

Students are fully and/or partially integrated in the regular education classroom and have the option of accessing
TBL services at appropriate times.
Students receive academic support from a special educator in a small, therapeutic, safe environment that
stresses functional behavior management.
Consistent collaboration between special education teacher and clinical staff.
Students will have access to clinical staff as needed.

SPEECH/LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST
The speech and language pathologist provides services individually or in small groups to students who demonstrate speech/language
and communication disorders.

PHYSICAL/OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
The physical therapist and occupational therapist provide services individually to students according to their Individual Education
Programs.
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NETWORKS PROGRAM
The Networks Program provides a short-term, supportive, in-school environment housed in a separate classroom within Sharon
High School. The program is staffed by a licensed clinician and a special education teacher. Networks serves students who are
returning to school after a prolonged absence due to hospitalization for medical, or social/emotional reasons. Additionally, students
can attend Networks when family crisis and/or outside extenuating circumstances interfere with their education. There is a Team
that determines eligibility for this program. Networks helps students and their families with re-entry and re-integration to school by
supporting their academic, social, and emotional goals. Program participation is tailored to meet the individual student’s needs.
Collaboration with classroom teachers help students maintain coursework. Communication between student, family, school
personnel and all service providers is maintained.

COUNSELING SERVICES
Individual and group counseling are services available to all students at Sharon High School. Individual and Group counseling can
be on a short or long term basis. The primary goal of this support is to enable students to develop strategies that help them function
and to be successful in school and to provide crisis intervention. The secondary goal is to be an informational and referral source
for students and their families to social, medical, and mental health agencies.
Weekly groups address issues such as social skill development, anger management, stress reduction, drugs and alcohol, anti-social
behavior, teen dating violence, and harassment. Since school clinicians are not the primary therapists for students, they often
communicate with students’ outside providers in order to share relevant information.
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