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Interested in a pathway not included at your high school? Peoria Public Schools is 
pleased to offer a wide selection of courses in each content area for students to choose 
from during the course registration window. Students also have the Illinois Central  
College (ICC) Course Catalog available to select approved courses through a joint  
partnership referred to as “Early College”. Early College allows students to leave the 
high school campus for part of their day and attend class on one of ICC’s campuses. If a 
large amount of interest is shown in a particular course at one high school and a teacher 
is available, it may be possible to add the course to the high school. To review the ICC 
Course Catalog, visit http://icc.edu/academics/catalog/ and select the appropriate  
semester for which the student is registering. Please check with your counselor to find out if 
your desired course may be approved, or go to pages 9 and 10 to read more!
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Students:

Welcome to high school, class of 2022! We are building MORE pathways to your 
future at Peoria Public Schools. I am beyond excited to add our Teacher Pathway to 
the mix of excellent opportunities we already are offering, such as Emergency Ser-
vices, Health Occupations (CNA and Phlebotomy), Construction Trades, Cosmetology, 
Manufacturing, Culinary Arts and so much more! By getting started on a college and 
career pathway during high school, it not only allows you to focus more on an area 
of interest, but also allows you to earn college credit, work toward certification , begin 
your career immediately after high school and/or give you the opportunity to pair up 
with local businesses to gain experience in your pathway and begin to build relation-
ships for future job opportunities.

This course book is full of opportunities to help you not only meet graduation 
requirements, but to also discover and/or get started in the career pathway that 
you may continue on during your post-secondary experience. We have put together 
several resources in this year’s curriculum guide to help you start making the important 

decisions that will lead you into the future. As you begin to register for the 2018-2019 school year, challenge yourself 
and think ahead to how you can plan to be successful as you begin the school year in August 2018. Here are just 
several things you should make sure to check out and refer back to over the remainder of your high school experience:

1. Know what special programs and course offerings the district offers and where they are located. Starting on page 
6, you will find a listing of all our high schools and associated programs/offerings.

2. Page 9 outlines our district’s relationship with Illinois Central College. This valuable connection also means great 
opportunities for you as a Peoria Public School student. Think about what classes you can take to begin your college 
career while still in high school. “Early College” allows you to complete the requirements for high school graduation 
while participating in college courses either as part of a Early College Credit district class or by travelling to an ICC 
campus for class (both during the school day and/or on nights and weekends). ICC will continue participating in a 
pilot Pell Grant program that also allows PPS students to submit their FAFSA to apply for funds to cover all “Early 
College” related expenses.

3. More information on Career Clusters is housed on pages 11 and 12. Learn how you can narrow your future by 
choosing a cluster and later a more specific pathway by checking out these pages.

4. Greater Peoria Works is highlighted on page 13, along with Career Cruising login information on page 5. Students 
can login to Career Cruising, complete a career interest survey or build on the survey they started in middle school, 
and also connect with area businesses for those students interested in a job shadow experience, internship or career 
coaching. This year, eighth grade students will be required to complete their career interest survey, which will help 
guide them as they move through high school and navigate their course and career options. Then, Greater Peoria 
Works is a tool that will allow students to interact with local businesses to further explore a particular career field, 
with on-the-job, first-hand experience.

5. As you choose your classes, make sure you are paying attention to pages 15 and 16, which includes our district’s 
graduation requirements alongside incoming freshmen requirements for colleges and universities across Illinois. Just 
a reminder that graduation requirements have changed, beginning with the class of 2020!

There is so much more information to check out, including NCAA eligibility requirements for student athletes that aspire 
to play at the next level, course information such as GPA and class rank, and testing requirements. Don’t forget that 
Illinois made a major change starting in 2017: all juniors now take the SAT rather than the ACT and will not participate 
in PARCC at the high school level.

Finally, make sure you record your courses, awards, achievements, volunteer hours, newspaper articles, interviews and 
more by utilizing page 70 in this book. We want all students to have a comprehensive portfolio compiled when they ac-
cept their diploma at graduation so that you are prepared for your next step in life, whatever that might be.

I, along with your teachers, principal and the entire community are so excited to help you start preparing for a success-
ful future. I hope you are ready as well!

Best wishes,

Dr. Sharon Desmoulin-Kherat  
Superintendent
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NAVIGATING The

ReGISTRATION PROCeSS

Register this fall for an exciting and 
challenging 2018-2019 school year! 

Each year, the registration process is started in the  
late fall, with an expectation to have all students registered 
for the following year by the end of the first semester.  
This registration book contains information that will help  
you and your parent/guardian make an informed decision  
in selecting the courses and course load that is appropriate 
for you.

The 2018-2019 Registration Book includes the following 
information about each course: the course name and num-
ber, course description, units of credit, prerequisites and 
the school(s) where the course is offered. Also included in 
this book is information about each school, each program, 
graduation requirements, and a high school course planning 
worksheet. It is important for you and your parent/guard-
ian to read through this registration book in its entirety.  The 
choices you make in high school can and will affect your 
future. A conversation with your parent/guardian, school 
counselor and teachers will help you make a sound, and 
hopefully easier decision as to which courses best fit your 
plans, as well as help you graduate and be prepared for a 
successful future.

When you register for a course, you are committing to take  
and complete that course. The registration process helps  
in assigning you to a course, not a teacher. The courses  
you select will be final, pending few exceptions: 1) Your 
final grade for the courses in which you are currently 
enrolled. 2) Enough students registered for the class to be 
offered. Every effort will be made to offer the courses you 
have selected.
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Registration Steps

1.       Read and review the general information included  
          in this registration book.  Visit the pages that  
          summarize the registration timeline, the offerings      
          at ach high school, graduation requirements, and     
          the course planning worksheet.

2.       Visit the course offerings and compare each course     
          of study offering with the graduation requirements   
          and suggestions of a career or college program  
          for which you have interest in participating.  Make  
          sure you have met the prerequisites for any course  
          you are considering.

3.       Ask for input from your teachers and parent/       
          guardian on classes they suggest you take.

4.       Go to www.peoriapublicschools.org.

5.       Click on The Family Access logo.

6.       Username: six digit student ID
          Password: eight digit birthdate (MMDDYYYY)

7.       On the left side, click on Schedule.

8.       On the upper right side, click on Request Courses    
          for 2018-2019 in SCHOOL NAME. (For example,  
          if you are a Peoria High School student, it will say  
          “Request Courses for 2018-2019 in Peoria High  
          School”.)

9.       On the left side of the table, use the scroll bar or    
          the search field to find the desired class.

10.   Highlight the class and click Add Course.  Your newly  
        requested course will appear on the table on the    
        right side.

11.   Repeat steps 9-10 until you have selected all the  
       requested courses.

12.   Once you have 7 credits, click on the Alternates Tab  
        at the top of the page.

13.   Repeat steps 9-10 until you have selected all the  
        requested alternate courses.

14.   Selections will be saved automatically.  Log out of  
        Family Access.

15.   Meet with your counselor to review and complete  
       registration for your 2018-2019 classes.

http://www.peoriapublicschools.org
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Students will be entering a highly competitive global workforce when they graduate from high school. Nearly 
90% of the fastest growing jobs in the United States require education beyond the K-12 experience. Almost all 
jobs in the foreseeable future will need some form of certification or post-secondary degree. To become career 
and college ready, students need 21st century technical skills, as well as a strong understanding of English and 
mathematics. There’s no time like the present to prepare for your future, and Peoria Pathways to Prosperity is 
where you can start. We’re helping make your school experience forward-looking and exciting by letting you 
learn more about job and career opportunities available in our community and throughout the world by giving 
you a choice in what you study.  

Our goal is for every Peoria Public School student to graduate globally competitive for work and postsecondary 
education and prepared for life in the 21st century. Our district has partnered with our community to offer 
pathways that will expose our students to experiences and opportunities that will open doors for them when they 
walk across the stage at their high school graduation.  Parents and students should use the resources provided 
in this book to help their student select the Pathway and Course of Study that best fits their interests and needs in 
order to register for the correct courses.  How can you ensure your four years are productive and meaningful?  
With up to 16 career-focused clusters of study to choose from and an Individual Learning Plan (ILP) you fill 
out with your parents. Below are other points that will be utilized throughout your four years in high school to 
prepare you to be Career and/or College Ready:

• All 8th grade students will develop an ILP that includes general graduation requirements and coursework, 
including out-of-classroom learning opportunities related to your chosen cluster of study.

• Your ILP will be updated annually should your interests or career goals change.
• You can also learn outside of the classroom through job shadowing, mentoring, service learning, school-

based clubs and or activities, cooperative education, internships and apprenticeships.
• By the end of 10th grade, you will choose a career pathway that matches your “cluster.” Learn more about 

the offerings district-wide at Peoria Public Schools on the following pages and the locations of each program. 
In addition, as you select courses, make sure you are aware where the course is being offered by seeing if 
a school or schools are listed at the bottom of the course description. School counselors, as well as college 
and career counselors, are available at each high school to help solidify choices and connect with potential 
internships in order to have a great, meaningful, high school experience. 

Career Cruising is an Internet-based career 
exploration and planning tool used by students 
to explore career and college options.  Students 
in Peoria Public Schools also use this program 
to develop their Individualized Learning Plans.  
Parents can also log into Career Cruising to 
monitor their student’s options and help them make 
informed decisions about their future. For more 
information on how to log in as a student or parent 
please use the following web address: http://www.
peoriapublicschools.org/careercruising

Student Login Directions
Step 1 - Visit http://www.peoriapublicschools.org/
careercruising

PlANNING TO be COlleGe & CAReeR ReAdy

Step 2 - Log in using your username and password as 
outlined below:
  PORTFOLIO USERNAME: PSD150- (+student ID#)
  PORTFOLIO PASSWORD: (8 Digit Birthday MM/DD/YYYY)
Step 3 - Explore your Career Cruising portal, starting 
by completing the Matchmaker Assessment.

Family Login Directions
Step 1 - Obtain (parent specific) activation information 
from your school’s counselor. (Call school counselor 
for information or ask your student to “share their 
portfolio/ILP” via their login.
Step 2 - Visit the Parent Portal link for Career Cruising.
Step 3 - Enter the activation code provided by the 
counselor.
Step 4 - Once registration is complete, you will have 
“viewing access only” to your student’s Career 
Cruising Portal.

http://www.peoriapublicschools.org/Page/22859
http://www.peoriapublicschools.org/careercruising
http://www.peoriapublicschools.org/careercruising
http://www.peoriapublicschools.org/careercruising
http://www.peoriapublicschools.org/careercruising
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Peoria Public Schools offers many opportunities for students with programs and content areas at various 
schools and locations throughout the district. Many of the opportunities can assist students in starting early 
on their path to college. Consider a stretch goal of earning at least 15 hours of college credit BEFORE 
entering college. Credit could be earned in a variety of ways:
• Dual-credit coursework in the high school
• Arranging for students to take ICC coursework during the high school day
• Advanced placement coursework
• Encouraging students to take college coursework after high school, in summer, or during breaks 

Career and Technical Education Programs
Location: Woodruff Career and Technical Center

Career and Technical Education was revived in 2011 in Peoria Public Schools, with most programs moving 
to one location, Woodruff Career and Technical Center. Housed on the basement and first floors of WCTC, 
the programs are open to all high school students in the District. Transportation is provided to and from the 
student’s home high school each day for the courses. Students looking to gain hands-on experience while 
using the academic skills obtained in their regular classes are encouraged to investigate this opportunity. 
Whether you are college bound or plan to enter the workforce following high school graduation, 
Career and Technical Education Programs will prepare you for a successful future. Students interested in 
cosmetology and barbering can acquire full certification upon completion of a rigorous two-year program. 
Students can also earn a CNA certificate in the Health OCC program, OSHA certification in Construction 
Trades, a ProStart Certificate in Culinary Arts, gain internship within Auto Body shops, and begin their Early 
Childhood, Teacher, Emergency Services (EMT and Fire Science) credits through a partnership with ICC.  

Career and Technical Education Programs at Woodruff Career and Technical Center are ideal for students 
who desire to get a head start on their college and career experience, but still want a complete high school 
experience at their home high school! 

The Business and Manufacturing Academy
Location: Manual Academy

The Business and Manufacturing Academy at Manual combines academic classes with career-technology 
classes such as Accounting, Manufacturing, and Welding. Couple that classroom experience with 
workplace learning opportunities such as job shadowing, internships, and work experience and students 
in this Academy will be better prepared for their future. The Academy encourages students to develop 
the skills necessary to succeed in a rapidly changing world. The business/education environment teaches 
students responsibility, independence, lifelong learning, and personal growth through career preparation. 

The Health, Education, and Human Services Academy
Location: Manual Academy

The goal of the Health, Education, and Human Services Academy is to give students an opportunity to 
begin looking at the various careers associated with the health and education fields.  Students in this 
Academy will get a snapshot of the variety of careers associated with these fields so they can make an 
informed decision when planning their future.  In addition, they actually begin the journey with general 
classes they would encounter when starting in the various related fields.

The Credit Completion Program
Location: Knoxville Center for Student Success

Credit Completion at Knoxville Center for Student Success is a second-chance opportunity for students that 
are over-age in comparison to the credits they have earned in their traditional high school experience. The 
Credit Completion Program at KCSS is designed for students who are willing to work hard, with the right 
guidance, to earn a high school diploma. With potentially very few credits earned, each student works with 
staff members both in the classroom and online, on an alternative schedule that works best for the student. 



The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme
Location: Richwoods High School

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme offers a rigorous, two-year course of study for 
high school students. Designed for the self-motivated and hardworking individual, IB provides successful 
candidates an internationally recognized diploma and preparation for study in the world’s most 
demanding colleges and universities. Students officially begin the IB Diploma Programme in their junior 
year. During their freshmen and sophomore years, they are enrolled as pre-IB students. In the preparatory 
programme, students take a challenging slate of enriched and weighted courses. They will also get 
involved and become acquainted with the IB student lifestyle through various activities.

At the beginning of their junior year, students begin the full diploma programme. They are required to take 
six subjects from each of the following areas: language and literature, a second language, experimental 
sciences, the arts, mathematics, and individuals and societies. In addition, diploma candidates write a 
research-based extended essay, complete a theory of knowledge course, and perform 150 hours of 
creativity, action, and service (CAS). 

The IB Diploma programme is modeled by a hexagon with six academic areas surrounding the three core 
requirements.

The Peoria High School Preparatory School for the Arts
Location: Peoria High School

The Preparatory School for the Arts (PSA) is an application and audition-based program for all grade 
levels (9-12), which offers a motivated and talented student submersion in the arts, in addition to 
participating in the core college-prep classes he or she might normally take for a traditional high school 
experience.

The PSA includes dance, vocal music, instrumental music, visual arts, and drama.  Students perform at the 
intermediate and advanced levels. The PSA also brings in professionals to share their experiences with 
our students. The PSA focuses on supporting student’s development academically, artistically, physically, 
emotionally and socially. The PSA realizes that for some students a standard learning environment 
does not fully address their needs. An art-rich environment allows successes for many students who, 
strengthened by these experiences, also do well in their academics. 

BAND - Students can participate in a variety of band classes including the PHS marching band, concert 
band, cadet band, and world drumming. 

CHORAL - Our students participate in a wide selection of musical groups including mixed ensemble, 
chamber choir, concert choir and prep choir. 

DANCE -  Dance classes include ballet, modern, jazz, tap, folk and hip-hop. Classes are held in our 
spacious dance studio.

DRAMA - Drama classes are offered to students who have an interest in theatre arts.  The curriculum 
includes  intermediate and advanced levels and speech team.  Students perform a full production play 
each spring in our beautiful theatre.

ORCHESTRA -   Students can participate in cadet orchestra and concert orchestra while 
studying music composition and music theory.

VISUAL ARTS -  The art program at PHS has three art studios and three full-time art teachers. Architectural 
drawing, drafting, digital photography, ceramics and painting are just some of the classes offered. 

FOCUS - All PSA students will also have an art focus class along with a theory course such as music or art 
history, etc.
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The Transition Back to High School Program
Location: Knoxville Center for Student Success

The Knoxville Center for Student Success also houses the Transition Back to High School Program. Occasionally, 
students face obstacles that may prevent them from attending school for some period of time. The Transition Back 
to High School Program allows these students to slowly re-enter their educational experience, making sure they 
have the right tools, setting and skills to successfully return to their home high school. The Transition Back to High 
School Program experience is different for each student and often times allows students to learn about other 
educational options they might not know about within the District or the community.

Credit Recovery Program

The Credit Recovery Program operates outside of regular hours at each of the high schools.  It is designed 
to give self-motivated high school students an opportunity to recover a credit from a previously failed 
course, enabling them to get back on track and graduate with their peers.  Courses used for credit recovery 
are delivered to the students through online instruction.  To recover credit, students are responsible for 
completing all lessons and tests within each module at the designated mastery level set for that course, as 
well as completing the designated seat hours in the Credit Recovery lab. 
hIGh SChOOl OPTIONS

PARTNeRShIP wITh IllINOIS CeNTRAl COlleGe
Did you know high school students can earn college credit BEFORE graduating 
from high school? And that this college credit can accelerate your student’s 
progress through ICC, as well as transfer to four year institutions? Credit can also 
be applied to career and technical programs at Illinois Central College.

Through the Early College at ICC programs, students are provided with the 
foundation for a successful college career, save money on college credit courses, and get a feel for what college 
is like. And research has shown that high school students who complete 15 credit hours (about five classes) of 
college work are more likely to succeed in college and earn a degree.

ICC’s Early College Credit courses fall into one of two categories:
• Courses that can be applied to fulfill “general education” requirements at ICC and all Illinois state colleges 

and universities and at private colleges and universities that have signed the Illinois Articulation Initiative (W) 
agreement. (You can learn more about the W, which institutions participate, and how students may benefit 
at itransfer.org/mycreditstransfer/participating.aspx)

• Career and technical education (CTE) courses that fulfill coursework requirements in ICC’s applied science 
degree and certificate programs. These programs prepare students to enter the workforce when they 
graduate - usually in two years or fewer.

The coursework your student completes successfully can help reduce the overall cost of college.
• ICC’s Early College Credit courses, offered in high school, have a reduced tuition per credit hour.
• ICC’s regular college courses are a fraction of the credit hour cost at local colleges and universities. Other 

colleges charge anywhere from 4 to 15 times as much tuition as ICC.
      Source: Individual local college and university websites.
Fees and Requirements
• Course fees are assessed for participation in the Early College program, including Early College Credit courses. A 

new Pell Pilot Program at ICC allows students to waive fees by completing the FAFSA each fall prior to the following 
year’s course(s). Free and reduced lunch are no longer a factor in waiving these fees.

• ACCUPLACER is ICC’s placement exam, replacing the COMPASS test. Within the course descriptions found in this 
book, look for a minimum scoring requirement in reading listed as a pre-requisite for some Early College Credit 
courses.

Concerns about cost? Ask about the Pell Pilot Program at ICC! 
ICC is one of 44 community colleges nationwide to be invited to participate in a federal pilot program that 
applies Pell Grants for students in high school who enroll in college coursework. The grant:
• Covers tuition, books, and related expenses for high school students enrolling in ICC classes
• Requires completion of the FAFSA to be eligible for funding
• Requires students and their parent/guardian to attend a special orientation session at ICC
• Requires high schools to sign an agreement to participate as partners in the pilot program

http://itransfer.org/mycreditstransfer/participating.aspx


p
la

n
n

In
G to be c

o
lleG

e &
 c

a
reer r

ea
d

y



11

CAReeR ClUSTeRS AT PeORIA PUblIC SChOOlS

CTE programs introduce students to a variety of careers and in many cases, prepare them for entry 
requirements into specified fields. These courses provide students with academic and technical skills 
necessary to succeed in the 21st Century knowledge and skills based economy. Some of the CTE courses 
in Peoria Public Schools can be translated into college credit. College and career exploration through 
internships, job shadows, and college & career fairs are also part of the CTE approach. While in high 
school, in addition to taking all the Peoria Public Schools requirements for graduation such as Math, 
Science, and English, students can experience hands-on training in their chosen industry.

 Participating in CTE courses can lead to:
 • A head start on a college degree by earning credits or certificates in high school.
 • High skill, high wage, and high demand occupations.
 • Skills that provide an earning advantage both during and after high school through nationally  
      recognized certifications.
 • Hands-on work-based learning with the business community.

Peoria Public Schools is proud to offer 37 pathways spread out over the 16 nationally recognized career 
cluster areas, listed below. An appendix to this book provides information you may find useful along with 
your Career Cruising profile data to start planning your future classes within the cluster and pathway you 
choose to study.  See your school counselor to develop or update your Illinois Learning Plan that will help 
lead to the career of your choice.  

The 16 Career ClusTers

WhaT’s your inTeresT?

Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources Architecture & Construction

Arts, A/V Technology & Communications Business Management & Administration

The production, processing, marketing, distribution, 
financing, and development of agricultural commodities 
and resources including food, fiber, wood products, 
natural resources, horticulture, and other plant and animal 
products/resources.

Careers in designing, planning, managing, building and 
maintaining the built environment.

Designing, producing, exhibiting, performing, writing, 
and publishing multimedia content including visual and 
performing arts and design, journalism, and entertainment 
services.

Careers in planning, organizing, directing and evaluating 
business functions essential to efficient and productive 
business operations.



p
la

n
n

In
G to be c

o
lleG

e &
 c

a
reer r

ea
d

y

Education & Training Finance Government & Public Administration

Health Science Hospitality & Tourism Human Services

Information Technology Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security Manufacturing

Marketing Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics Transportation, Distribution & Logistics

Planning, managing and providing education and 
training services, and related learning support 
services such as administration, teaching/training, 
administrative support, and professional support 
services. 

Planning and related services for financial and 
investment planning, banking, insurance, and 
business financial management.

Planning and executing government functions at the 
local, state and federal levels, including governance, 
national security, foreign service, planning, revenue 
and taxation, and regulations.

Planning, managing, and providing therapeutic 
services, diagnostic services, health informatics, 
support services, and biotechnology research and 
development.

Preparing individuals for employment in career 
pathways that relate to families and human needs 
such as restaurant and food/beverage services, 
lodging, travel and tourism, recreation, amusement 
and attractions.

Preparing individuals for employment in career 
pathways that relate to families and human needs 
such as counseling and mental health services, family 
and community services, personal care, and consumer 
services.

Building linkages in IT occupations for entry level, 
technical, and professional careers related to the 
design, development, support and management 
of hardware, software, multimedia and systems 
integration services.

Planning, managing, and providing legal, public 
safety, protective services and homeland security, 
including professional and technical support 
services.

Planning, managing and performing the processing of 
materials into intermediate or final products and related 
professional and technical support activities such as 
production planning and control, maintenance and 
manufacturing/process engineering. 

Planning, managing, and performing marketing 
activities to reach organizational objectives such as 
brand management, professional sales, merchandising, 
marketing communications and market research. 

Planning, managing, and providing scientific 
research and professional and technical services 
(e.g., physical science, social science, engineering) 
including laboratory and testing services, and 
research and development services. 

The planning, management, and movement of people, 
materials, and goods by road, pipeline, air, rail and 
water and related professional and technical support 
services such as transportation infrastructure planning 
and management, logistics services, mobile equipment 
and facility maintenance.
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w w w . g p p a t h w a y s . o r g

As a Peoria Public Schools family you have access to the Greater Peoria Works 
database of career coaches, companies, and career development opportunities 

like internships, job shadows, and more.

To learn how you and your student can access Greater Peoria Works visit 
peoriapublicschools.org/careercruising
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• Resident of City of Peoria For at least 4 years. 
• Graduate from Peoria High Schools: Manual, 

Richwoods, Peoria High, Peoria Heights, Peoria 
Alternative, Peoria Quest, Dunlap, Limestone, Peoria 
Notre Dame, and Peoria Christian. 

• Complete the FAFSA between October 1 and 
December 31, 2017.

• Complete the Peoria Promise Application between 
February 1 and May 1.

• Students have two years after graduating high school 
to apply, then an additional three years to complete 
their 64 credit hours.

• For more information visit  
www.peoriapromise.org/eligibility

Colleges and Universities  
That May Peek Your Interest:
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign - http://admissions.illinois.edu/  
Bradley University - http://www.bradley.edu/admissions  
Eureka College - http://www.eureka.edu/admissions/admissions.htm 
Northern Illinois University - http://www.admissions.niu.edu/admissions/ 
Eastern Illinois University - http://www.eiu.edu/admissions/ 
Southern Illinois University - http://admissions.siu.edu/
Western Illinois University - http://www.wiu.edu/admissions 
Northeastern Illinois University - https://admissions.neiu.edu/ 
Northwestern University - http://www.northwestern.edu/admissions/ 
Illinois State University- http://admissions.illinoisstate.edu 
Savannah College of Art and Design SCAD - http://www.scad.edu
Columbia College - www.colum.edu/admissions/ 
Duke University - http://www.admit.duke.edu
Illinois Wesleyan University - www.iwu.edu/admissions/ 
Midstate College - http://www.midstate.edu/admissions
Alabama State University - http://www.alasu.edu/admissions/index.aspx
University of Missouri - http://admissions.missouri.edu/

Some Colleges and Universities that Generously Reward the IB Diploma
Barnard College: http://barnard.edu/registrar/external-credit/ib 
University of Colorado - Boulder: http://www.colorado.edu/admissions/undergraduate/apply/freshman/credit 
DePaul University: http://www.depaul.edu/admission-and-aid/test-credit-and-placement/credit-given-by-exam/Pages/ib.aspx 
Drury University: http://www.drury.edu/multinl/story.cfm?nlid=479&id=27286 
Florida State University: https://admissions.fsu.edu/credit/ibcredit.cfm 
Knox College: http://www.knox.edu/offices-and-services/registrar/catalog/academic-rules.html#IBE 
University of Nebraska – Lincoln: http://admissions.unl.edu/discover/academics/advanced-credit/ib-program.aspx 
Oregon State University: http://oregonstate.edu/admissions/main/credit-opportunities-0#international_baccalaureate 
University of Tulsa: http://www.utulsa.edu/admission-and-financial-aid/undergraduate-admission/First-Year-Students/International-Baccalaureate-Program.aspx 

Use this website to search colleges that offer credit for Advanced Placement Scores 
https://apscore.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-credit-policies 

REALIZE YOUR GRADES COUNT. Your high school fresh-
man grade point average (GPA) starts what is called your 
“permanent transcript”. College admission people look at 
your transcript to help decide if you are prepared to suc-
ceed after high school. So grades count. Even now.
PAY ATTENTION TO YOUR INTERESTS OUTSIDE OF CLASS. 
Perhaps you love being part of student government, participating 
on the robotics team, or keeping score at sports events. Extra-
curricular activities often help identify careers you might enjoy.
BE RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR PATHWAY. You are an indi-
vidual with your own talents, abilities, ideas, interests, and 
dreams. It is up to you to decide what you want to pursue in 
life, and then make choices to succeed.   
CHOOSE CLASSES WISELY. Discuss potential career 
choices with your school counselor or teachers. Find out 
what high school classes will lead you in the right direction.  
REACH OUT. Perhaps you have a family friend with experi-
ence in your chosen field or maybe your aunt knows an 
employee at a company where you’d like to work. These 
contacts can help open doors. Don’t be afraid to accept or 
request help to reach your goals.
START YOUR PORTFOLIO. Organize your records and infor-
mation to help you prepare for college. You’ll be gathering 
lots of information about occupations and people to contact 
over the next few years.

A portfolio is a place you organize records and documents 
you’ll need to prepare for college, throughout your college 
career and beyond. You’ll use your portfolio to compile a 
resume, apply for scholarships, launch your job search, and 
prepare for interviews.
Here are some sample items for a portfolio:
• Copy of report cards
• List of awards, certificates, and honors
• List of school and community activities
• Descriptions of your jobs and activities
• Lists of skills and abilities
• Work samples, such as published writing or art pieces 

as appropriate
• Notes about careers that interest you
• Written career and life goals
• Educational plan

– NOTE TO PARENTS –
Freshman year is the ideal time to start good habits and help 
students understand that learning requires dedication and 
discipline. The more quickly your child starts achieving suc-
cess in high school, the more likely they will remain on track. 
Don’t hesitate to talk with your child’s teachers and school 
counselor to learn more about what you can do 
to help your child succeed early in high school.

To find success tips for sophomores, juniors and seniors, visit 
www.peoriapublicschools.org/iccbrochure

PREPARING fOR COlleGe
Tips for High School Freshman from Illinois Central College:

http://www.peoriapromise.org
http://admissions.illinois.edu
http://www.bradley.edu/admissions
http://www.eureka.edu/admissions/admissions.htm
http://www.admissions.niu.edu/admissions
http://www.eiu.edu/admissions
http://admissions.siu.edu
http://www.wiu.edu/admissions
https://admissions.neiu.edu/ 
http://www.northwestern.edu/admissions
http://admissions.illinoisstate.edu
http://www.scad.edu
http://www.colum.edu/admissions
http://www.admit.duke.edu
http://www.iwu.edu/admissions
http://www.midstate.edu/admissions
http://www.alasu.edu/admissions/index.aspx
http://admissions.missouri.edu
http://barnard.edu/registrar/external-credit/ib
http://www.colorado.edu/admissions/undergraduate/apply/freshman/credit
http://www.depaul.edu/admission-and-aid/test-credit-and-placement/credit-given-by-exam/Pages/ib.aspx
http://www.drury.edu/multinl/story.cfm?nlid=479&id=27286
https://admissions.fsu.edu/credit/ibcredit.cfm
http://www.knox.edu/offices-and-services/registrar/catalog/academic-rules.html
http://admissions.unl.edu/discover/academics/advanced-credit/ib-program.aspx
http://oregonstate.edu/admissions/main/credit
http://www.utulsa.edu/admission-and-financial-aid/undergraduate-admission/First-Year-Students/International-Baccalaureate-Program.aspx
https://apscore.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search
http://www.peoriapublicschools.org/iccbrochure


15

Content Area College/ 
University  
Pathway

Career Tech Prep 
Pathway

Career Diploma

English 4 Credits Required
• English I
• English II
• English III
• English IV

4 Credits Required
• English I
• English II
• English III
• English IV

4 Credits Required
• English I
• English II
• English III
• English IV

Mathematics 4 Credits Required
• Algebra I
• Geometry
• Algebra II
• Additional Math Course 

for which Algebra II is a 
pre-requisite

4 Credits Required
• Algebra I
• Geometry
• Math  

Investigations
• Additional Math Course

3 Credits Required
• Algebra I
• Geometry
• Additional Math Course

Science 2 Credits Required (1 add’l 
lab credit recommended)
• Biology
• Chemistry
• Physics or Advanced 

Level Science

3 Credits Required
• Earth Science
• Biology
• Physical  

Science

2 Credits Required
• 2 Science  

Electives

Social Studies 3 Credits Required
• Social Studies Elective
• US History
• Government and 

Economics

3 Credits Required
• Social Studies Elective
• US History
• Government and 

Economics

3 Credits Required
• Social Studies Elective
• US History
• Government and 

Economics
Foreign Language 2 Credits in the same second-

language recommended
(Check with your college or university for 
specific  requirements)

Not required for entry into a  
community college

Not required

Health & Physical Education 2 Credits  
Required

2 Credits  
Required

2 Credits  
Required

Electives 6-8 Electives  
selected by student can be 
from any core or elective 
area

8-10 Electives  
selected by student can be 
from any core or elective 
area

10-12 Electives  
selected by student can be 
from any core or elective 
area

Total 26 credits (Class of 2018 & 2019)
24 credits (Class of 2020 & 
beyond)

26 credits (Class of 2018 & 2019)
24 credits (Class of 2020 & 
beyond)

26 credits (Class of 2018 & 2019)
24 credits (Class of 2020 & 
beyond)

Peoria Public Schools
Requirements for Graduation
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College or  
University

Total English Social 
Studies

Mathematics Science Additional  
Requirements

Bradley  
University

11 + 
Dept. 
Req'ts.

4 2 3 2 See website for additional requirements for 
individual programs

Chicago State  
University

15 4 3 3 3 2 years of foreign language, music, vocational 
education or art

Eastern  
Illinois  
University

15 4 3 3 3 2 years of academic or vocational electives (High 
school students who have completed 2 years in 
a single foreign language with a “C” average or 
better are exempt from the university's foreign 
language graduation requirement

Eureka  
College

13 4 2 3 2 2 years of foreign  
language

Illinois State  
University

15 4 2 3 2 4 years, including 2 years of the same foreign 
language or 2 years of fine arts

Northeastern  
Illinois  
University

14 4 years of Language Arts & 2 
years of Writing (1 year must 
be an English course and 1 
year may be provided as part 
of any course offered)

2 3 (1 year must be algebra and 
1 year must be a course that 
includes geometry content)

2 1 year of Electives (Includes art, music, foreign 
language, or vocational education)

Northern  
Illinois  
University

15 4 2 or 3 3 or 4 2 or 3 1 or 2 years of foreign  
language, art, music, and/or  
vocational education

Northwestern  
University

16 4 2 to 4 3 or 4 2 or 3 3 to 5, including 2 to 4 years of foreign language 

Southern  
Illinois  
University at  
Carbondale

15 to 
15.5

4 3 3 3 2 years of coursework in foreign language, music, 
art, or vocational education is acceptable. If a 
foreign language is taken, it must include two 
semesters of the same language.

Southern  
Illinois  
University at 
Edwardsville

15 4 3 3 3 2 years of electives

University of  
Illinois at  
Chicago

15 4 3 3 (4 highly recommended) 3 2 years of foreign language

University of  
Illinois at  
Springfield

15 4 3 3 3 2 years of one foreign language or two years of 
fine arts, selected from art, music, dance, and 
theater

University of Illinois 
at  
Urbana- 
Champaign

15 or 
15.5

4 2 3 (4 highly recommended - At 
least 3.5 years of math, includ-
ing trigonometry or higher, 
are required for Business, 
Engineering, Chemistry, any 
Computer Science program, 
Geology, or Physics (LAS))

2 2 years (including two foreign language)

Western Illinois 
University

15 4 3 3 3 2 years of electives to be selected from art, 
film, foreign language, music, speech, theatre, 
journalism, religion, philosophy, and vocational 
education

*This table indicates the minimum number of units required for admission for the Fall 2016 freshmen class. Applicants should consult each university’s 
website for a complete description of required courses, additional requirements for specific programs, as well as additional units that are recommended to 
strengthen an applicant’s potential for admission.

Minimum Graduation Credits Required 
by Illinois Colleges & Universities

http://www.bradley.edu/academic/undergradcat/20162017/overview-admfreshman.dot
http://www.bradley.edu/academic/undergradcat/20162017/overview-admfreshman.dot
https://www.csu.edu/catalogs/documents/Undergraduate_Catalog2016-17.pdf
https://www.csu.edu/catalogs/documents/Undergraduate_Catalog2016-17.pdf
http://catalog.eiu.edu/content.php?catoid=30&navoid=1203#begi_fres
http://catalog.eiu.edu/content.php?catoid=30&navoid=1203#begi_fres
http://catalog.eiu.edu/content.php?catoid=30&navoid=1203#begi_fres
https://www.eureka.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Eureka-College-Catalog-2016-17.pdf
https://www.eureka.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Eureka-College-Catalog-2016-17.pdf
http://illinoisstate.edu/catalog/pdf/undergrad.pdf
http://illinoisstate.edu/catalog/pdf/undergrad.pdf
http://catalog.neiu.edu/admissions/freshmen/
http://catalog.neiu.edu/admissions/freshmen/
http://catalog.neiu.edu/admissions/freshmen/
http://catalog.niu.edu/content.php?catoid=41&navoid=1907
http://catalog.niu.edu/content.php?catoid=41&navoid=1907
http://catalog.niu.edu/content.php?catoid=41&navoid=1907
http://www.registrar.northwestern.edu/courses/archive/nucat_2016_17/2016-17_NU_Undergraduate_Catalog.pdf
http://www.registrar.northwestern.edu/courses/archive/nucat_2016_17/2016-17_NU_Undergraduate_Catalog.pdf
http://www.collegesource.org/viewer/catalinkviewer.asp?pgid={233704F6-35D7-4E5D-98F4-47587E6BBE5E}&aiid=32549
http://www.collegesource.org/viewer/catalinkviewer.asp?pgid={233704F6-35D7-4E5D-98F4-47587E6BBE5E}&aiid=32549
http://www.collegesource.org/viewer/catalinkviewer.asp?pgid={233704F6-35D7-4E5D-98F4-47587E6BBE5E}&aiid=32549
http://www.collegesource.org/viewer/catalinkviewer.asp?pgid={233704F6-35D7-4E5D-98F4-47587E6BBE5E}&aiid=32549
http://www.siue.edu/policies/1e1.shtml#freshmen
http://www.siue.edu/policies/1e1.shtml#freshmen
http://www.siue.edu/policies/1e1.shtml#freshmen
http://www.siue.edu/policies/1e1.shtml#freshmen
https://admissions.uic.edu/undergraduate/requirements-deadlines/first-year-requirements
https://admissions.uic.edu/undergraduate/requirements-deadlines/first-year-requirements
https://admissions.uic.edu/undergraduate/requirements-deadlines/first-year-requirements
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/academic-info-undergrad/undergrad-admission/freshmenadmission/
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/academic-info-undergrad/undergrad-admission/freshmenadmission/
http://catalog.uis.edu/undergraduate-students/academic-info-undergrad/undergrad-admission/freshmenadmission/
https://admissions.illinois.edu/Apply/Freshman/requirements
https://admissions.illinois.edu/Apply/Freshman/requirements
https://admissions.illinois.edu/Apply/Freshman/requirements
https://admissions.illinois.edu/Apply/Freshman/requirements
http://www.wiu.edu/catalog/2016_-_2017/admission/freshman.php
http://www.wiu.edu/catalog/2016_-_2017/admission/freshman.php
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COURSe INfORmATION

Course Loads

Students are expected to attend school full-time and take a full load of courses.  Exceptions are 
made for students approved for cooperative work experiences taken in conjunction with Career 
Technical Education (CTE) courses.

Class Schedule Changes

Students will only be allowed to drop a course during the first 10 days of a school year. 
Principal discretion may follow the established window.  Schedule changes should be based on 
inappropriate placement of level of course.  Students should see their counselor for assistance; 
however, changes could be limited based on availability of classes due to size. 

How to Earn a Credit in a Class per Semester
 
A semester’s grades are determined by a combination of summative, 
formative, midterm and final exam grades. To the right is the 
breakdown of each semester’s category weighting.  High School 
Students must take all summative course exams as indicated in the 
course syllabi. Failure to complete an exam shall result in a zero 
(0%) All state-required course assessments for all students must be 
completed and passed. Classification of students will take place at the 
beginning of each school year to take into account those sstudents 
who obtained credit through summer school or other sources prior to 
the start of the next academic year. Classification may also occur at 
semester. Please see your counselor if you have questions.

Promotion Requirements

Students will be required to meet current promotion requirements as determined by Board Policy:

• Grade 9 to 10 – a minimum of 6 units cumulative must be earned
• Grade 10 to 11 – a minimum of 13 units cumulative must be earned  
   (12 credits for class of 2020 and beyond)
• Grade 11 to 12 – a minimum of 19 units cumulative must be earned
   (18 credits for class of 2020 and beyond)
• Graduation – a minimum of 26 units and successful completion of any other                     
             state standards must be earned according to School Board Policy
   (24 credits for class of 2020 and beyond)

Grade Point Average 
 
A student’s grade point average (GPA) will be calculated with the average of all courses 
completed. GPA will be based on a 4.00 scale. If a student sucessfully completes Algebra and/
or Geometry in middle school, the courses will satisfy the student’s high school graduation 
requirements as having been met, but the grade will not be calculated in the student’s high school 
GPA or high school rank.

Weighted Grade Point Average 
 
A student’s weighted grade point average (WGPA) will be calculated with the average of all 
courses completed. However, designated weighted courses will be based on a 5.00 scale.
Class Rank

Weighted Course

A =5.00 Grade Points

B =4.00 Grade Points

C =3.00 Grade Points

D =1.00 Grade Points

Non-Weighted Course

A= 4.00 Grade Points

B =3.00 Grade Points

C =2.00 Grade Points

D =1.00 Grade Points

F =0.00 Grade Points

High School Category Weighting
Summative 65%
(Projects, Tests, Performances, Essay, etc.)

Formative 15%
(In-Class Individual Work, Quizzes, Homework)

Midterm Exam 10%
(Required; Failure to Complete is a Zero)

Final Exam 10%
(Required; Failure to Complete is a Zero)
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A student’s class rank is determined by calculating the grade point average of all courses completed. A 
student is not limited in the number of weighted courses he or she can take. A student taking a weighted 
course will not receive weighted grade points for a grade of D or F.  Tentative class rank will be calculated at 
the end of sixth semester and the final will be at the end of the eighth semester. The eighth semester rank will 
be used to determine the top ten of the senior class. This is done in sequential order.

Driver’s Education

Effective January 1994, any student attempting to take classroom and behind-the-wheel training, public or 
private, must have passed eight credit courses in the prior two semesters.  

The requirement by the State of Illinois for driver education is 30 hours of classroom instruction and six 
hours of behind-the-wheel instruction to receive a license before a student turns 18 years old.  In order to 
provide this instruction, an extremely tight scheduling situation must be maintained.  Therefore, the following 
procedure is followed relative to student absences.
• A student receiving two unexcused absences in behind-the-wheel instruction will be dropped from the    
             driver education program with an F for the course.
• Absences from classroom driver education instruction will be treated like any other class with   
             one exception.  If absences are so numerous as to prevent a student from receiving 30 hours    
             of classroom instruction, the student will be dropped from the driver education program with an F  
             for the course.  
• A student must take classroom driver’s education to meet graduation requirements. 
• Excused absences from behind-the-wheel sessions may be made up according to standard makeup  
             procedures.  However, it may be necessary to delay makeup sessions until after the end of that           
             particular grading period and it is possible that issuance of a Certificate of Completion may            
             be delayed until the end of the next grading period. 
• Behind-the-wheel fees may apply.

Advanced Placement Classes

Advanced Placement classes are rigorous courses that allow high school students to undertake academic 
learning at the collegiate level. Students must take the AP exam associated with the course which will be paid 
for by the district. Students must earn an acceptable score in order to earn college credit and/or Advanced 
Placement. The College Board will coordinate the national administration of the Advanced Placement exams 
during May of each year.  All Advanced Placement classes are year long.

  
Worked-Based Learning Courses

Work-Based Learning Programs provide opportunities for students who have focused on a particular Career 
Pathway.  Junior and senior students who apply and are selected for the program will leave campus for their 
classroom instruction and receive “hands-on” experience in the workplace.  Fees for the courses will be the 
responsibility of the student/parent, and they must be paid within 5 days of first day of school or the student 
will be dropped from the course.  Fees begin at $650 per course.  Students interested in work-based learning 
courses should complete an application with their school counselor. Work-Based Construction is offered 
through WCTC and the course tuition will be waived.



19

TeSTING

Summary of Testing Procedures by Testing Program

Students in grades 9-12 take various tests to assess their academic proficiency and progress. A brief description of 
some of the tests is provided below.

Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT)

The PSAT is nationally administered by the College Entrance Examination Board and assesses students in three 
areas:  Verbal, Mathematics, and Writing.  The PSAT is used to help students practice for the SAT and to qualify for 
scholarships and recognition from such programs as:  National Merit Scholarships, National Achievement Scholarships 
for Outstanding African American Students, National Hispanic Scholar Recognition Program, and Student Search 
Service.

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)

The College Board’s SAT with essay will be administered as the state assessment in Illinois high schools beginning 
in the 2016-17 school year. All public school students enrolled in grade 11 will take the SAT with essay unless they 
take an alternate assessment. School Code requires that students take the state assessment (further defined as an 
assessment for college and career readiness) in order to receive a regular high school diploma, unless eligible to 
take the alternative assessment or otherwise exempt from testing. SAT scores will be placed on each student’s official 
transcript, unless otherwise requested by the student. There is no cost to the student for the initial testing cycle, typically 
held the second week in April of each year. If a student wishes to re-take the exam, a waiver for payment may be 
available if the student has a lunch or textbook waiver.

American College Testing (ACT)

The ACT is an optional college standardized test for high school achievement and college admissions.  The ACT 
consists of four multiple-choice tests:  English, Math, Reading, and Science.  The ACT plus Writing includes the four 
multiple-choice tests and a Writing Test.  All students taking the exam at a national testing center will be asked to 
include the code for their high school on their registration for the test.  Students can secure these codes from their 
school counseling center or find it along with text prep information at http://www.actstudent.org/regist/

The ACT assessment measures high school students’ general educational development and their capability to complete 
college-level work with multiple choice tests in four skill areas:  English, Math, Reading, and Science.  The optional 
Writing Test measures skill in planning and writing a short essay.

High School Codes

Below are the codes students should use when registering for the ACT or the SAT.  Students enrolled at Knoxville 
Center for Student Success or Woodruff Career and Technical Center should use their home school code.  Students 
should see their school counselor if they have questions or need assistance.
• Manual High School:   143-430
• Peoria High School:   143-435
• Richwoods High School:   143-452

NWEA Test

The NWEA test is a nationally-normed assessment that is administered on the computer in 9th and 10th grade three 
times each year, and 11th grade two years each year.  It measures the objectives that should be mastered in Reading 
and Math.  The results will allow the school to give tailored assistance based on immediate feedback. Counselors use 
a student’s NWEA score to assist with course selections during registration.

http://www.actstudent.org/regist/


t
eStIn

G



21

AThleTICS

Requirements for Athletic Participation

It is a privilege to participate in extracurricular activities and competitions in Peoria Public Schools.  In order 
to participate, each individual must read, understand, and adhere to the Extracurricular Competition Code 
provided by each coach or sponsor.  In addition to the general code, coaches, sponsors, and directors may 
have additional rules and regulations which apply to their particular activity or sport.

In order to participate, each individual must sign the Extracurricular Competition Code provided by each coach 
or sponsor stating they have read, understood, and will adhere to the Code. In any extracurricular activity, 
a student must have passed 5 courses in the previous semester and passing 5 courses per week in the current 
semester.  The eligibility will be checked on a weekly basis, per IHSA Scholastic Standing Requirements.

Age:  A student is eligible for sports through the age of 19 unless the student will become 20 during a sport 
season, in which event eligibility will terminate on the first day of such season.  

Medical Examination:  A player must receive a medical examination once every 395 days by a duly licensed 
physician, nurse practitioner, or physician’s assistant. Incoming freshmen need both a school physical exam and 
a sports medical exam.

Residence Requirement:  If a Peoria Public Schools student establishes IHSA eligibility at a high school then 
transfers to another high school within Peoria Public Schools, their eligibility is subject to IHSA by-laws and 
policies with regards to transfers. 

College Bound Student Athlete

Certification
If a student intends to participate in Division I or II athletics as a freshman, then he/she must register and 
be certified by the NCAA Eligibility Center.

Fee Waivers
Counselors may waive the application fee if the student has previously qualified for and received a waiver 
of the ACT or SAT fee.

Test-Score Requirements
(ACT, SAT) In Division I and II, the student must achieve the minimum required ACT or SAT score before 
his/her first full-time college enrollment in order to qualify. Students must take the SAT that is given in their 
Junior year if they want to qualify for Collegiate sports.

Transcripts
Parents/Students should contact their school counselor to request an official transcript to be sent to the 
NCAA at the end of the student’s junior year.

Additional Information
Athletic information included in this curriculum guide is provided as a resource.  Specific questions or 
clarifications of athletic information and/or eligibility should be addressed to the school’s athletic director.  
For more information regarding the rules, please visit the NCAA Eligibility website (http://www.ncaa.org/
student-athletes/future/eligibility-center) and download the Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete.

 

http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/eligibility-center
http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/eligibility-center
http://www.ncaapublications.com/DownloadPublication.aspx?download=CBSA17.pdf
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NCAA Eligibility Center

Grade 9 - Plan
• Start planning now! Take the right courses and earn the best grades you can.
• Ask your counselor for a list of your high school’s NCAA core courses to make sure you take the right 

classes. Or, find your high school’s list of NCAA core courses at eligibilitycenter.org.
Grade 10 - Register
• Register with the NCAA Eligibility Center at eligibilitycenter.org.
• If you fall behind on courses, don’t take shortcuts to catch up. 

Ask your counselor for help with finding approved courses or programs you can take.
Grade 11 - Study
• Check with your counselor to make sure you are on track to graduate on time.
• Take the ACT or SAT and make sure we get your scores by using code 9999.
• At the end of the year, ask your counselor to upload your official transcript.
Grade 12 - Graduate
• Take the ACT or SAT again, if necessary, and make sure we get your scores by using code 9999.
• Request your final amateurism certification after April 1.
• After you graduate, ask your counselor to upload your final official transcript with proof of graduation.

If you want to play sports at an NCAA Division I or II 
school, start by registering with the NCAA Eligibility 
Center at eligibilitycenter.org during your sophomore 
year.

Core Courses
This simple formula will help you meet the Divisions I 
and II core-course requirement:
4x4=16
4 English courses (one per year)
+ 4 math courses (one per year)
+ 4 science courses (one per year)
+ 4 social science courses (one per year)
16 NCAA CORE COURSES

Grade-Point Average
The NCAA Eligibility Center calculates your grade-
point average (GPA) based on the grades you earn in 
NCAA-approved core courses. Visit eligibilitycenter.org 
for a full list of your high school’s core courses.

Sliding Scale
Divisions I and II use sliding scales to match test scores 
and GPAs to determine eligibility. The sliding scale bal-
ances your test score with your GPA. If you have a low 
test score, you need a higher GPA to be eligible. If you 
have a low GPA, you need a higher test score to be 
eligible. Find more information about sliding scales at
NCAA.org/playcollegesports.

Test Scores
You may take the ACT or SAT as many times as you 
want before you enroll full time in college, but remem-
ber to list the NCAA Eligibility Center (code 9999) as 
a score recipient whenever you take a test. We can ac-
cept official scores only from ACT or SAT and we won’t 
use the scores from your high school transcript. If you 
direct the ACT or SAT to send us your scores every time 
you take a test, we will choose the best scores from 
each test subject to create your sum score.

DIVISION I
To play sports at a Division I school, you must graduate from 
high school and meet ALL the  
following requirements:
1. Complete 16 NCAA core courses:

• 4 years of English
• 3 years of math (Algebra 1 or higher)
• 2 years of natural/physical science (including one 

year of lab science if your high school offers it)
• 2 years of social science
• 1 additional year of English, math or natural/physical 

science
• 4 additional years of English, math, natural/physical 

science, social science, foreign language, compara-
tive religion or philosophy

2. Complete 10 NCAA core courses, including seven in Eng-
lish, math or natural/physical science, before your seventh 
semester.

3. Earn at least a 2.3 GPA in your NCAA core courses.
4. Earn an ACT sum score or SAT combined score that match-

es your core-course GPA on the Division I sliding scale.

DIVISION II
To play sports at a Division II school, you must graduate from 
high school and meet ALL the following requirements:
Before August 1, 2018
1. Complete 16 NCAA core courses.
2. Earn at least a 2.0 GPA in your NCAA core courses.
3. Earn an ACT sum score of 68 or an SAT combined score 

of 820.
After August 1, 2018
1. Complete 16 NCAA core courses.
2. Earn at least a 2.2 GPA in your NCAA core courses.
3. Earn an ACT sum score or SAT combined score that match-

es your core-course GPA on the Division II sliding scale.
Core Courses for Division II
To play sports at a Division II school, you must complete these 

NCAA core courses:
• 3 years of English
• 2 years of math (Algebra 1 or higher)
• 2 years of natural or physical science (including one year 

of lab science if your high school offers it)
• 2 years of social science
• 3 additional years of English, math or natural or physical 

science
• 4 additional years of English, math, natural or physical 

science, social science, foreign language, comparative 
religion or philosophy. 

Source: http://www.ncaapublications.com/DownloadPublica-
tion.aspx?download=EB17.pdf

http://eligibilitycenter.org
http://www.ncaapublications.com/DownloadPublication.aspx?download=EB17.pdf
http://www.ncaapublications.com/DownloadPublication.aspx?download=EB17.pdf


COURSe deSCRIPTIONS

The Arts Education program engages students in a process that helps them develop the self-esteem, 
self-discipline, cooperation and motivation that are necessary for success in life. Students are able to 
express themselves through different media that lead to a rich cultural experience in their learning 
environment. Arts education offers a hands-on curriculum that keeps students continually involved in  
their work. Students will work to earn half of the unit(s) of credit listed in the description for each semester, 
unless it is paired with another course.

DRAMA I 
1 Unit of Credit (500609/500610)

This course will develop students’ experience and 
skill in one or more aspects of theatrical production.  
An overview of drama such as set design, stage 
management, and technique are introduced.  

DRAMA II (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (500611/500612) 
Prerequisite:  Accepted into PSA

This course will develop students’ experience and 
skill in one or more aspects of theatrical production.  
An overview of drama such as set design, stage 
management, and technique are introduced.
Peoria High School

DRAMA III (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (500613/500614)
Prerequisite:  PSA Student with successful 
completion of Drama II

This course will allow students to continue their study 
of theatre concentrating on the areas of advanced 
technical theatre, varieties of drama, dramatic 
production elements, dramatic previews/reviews, and 
advanced theatre history. 
Peoria High School

DRAMA IV (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (500615/500616)
Prerequisite:  PSA Student with successful 
completion of Drama II and III

In this course, students will continue their study of 
literary styles, time periods, and will understand 
directing and producing productions.  Careers, 
resumes, portfolios, auditions, and scene selections 
will also be emphasized. 
Peoria High School

DRAMA PERFORMANCE I
1 Unit of Credit (500619/500620)
Prerequisite:  Accepted into PSA

In this course, students who have a concentration in 
acting/performing will experience a combination of areas 
encompassing the realm of theatre, including scene study, 
acting styles, acting terminology, as well as an understanding 
of time and space, vocal techniques, and improvisation.  
Participation in performances is required during this course.  
Peoria High School

DRAMA PERFORMANCE II 
1 Unit of Credit (500621/500622)
Prerequisite:  PSA Student with successful  
completion of Level I

In this course, students will continue to concentrate on acting 
and performance styles, scene and play study, as well as, 
continued vocal and physical training.  There will also be 
a concentration on creating performances for a variety of 
audiences, along with audition techniques and scene work.  
Participation in performances is required during this course.    
Peoria High School

DRAMA PERFORMANCE III 
1 Unit of Credit (500623/500624)
Prerequisite:  PSA Student with successful completion of 
Level I and II

In this course, students will continue to concentrate on acting 
and performance styles, scene and play study, as well as, 
continued vocal and physical training.  Students will continue 
advanced focus on the theatrical techniques.  There will also 
be a concentration on creating performances for a variety of 
audiences, along with audition techniques and scene work.  
Participation in performances is required during this course.    
Peoria High School

ARTS edUCATION
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DRAMA PERFORMANCE IV 
1 Unit of Credit (500625/500626)
Prerequisite:  PSA Student with successful completion of 
Level I, II and III

Students will continue their advanced work in acting and 
performance styles.  Participation in a performance is 
required during this course.    
Peoria High School

INTRODUCTION TO THEATER DESIGN
1 Unit of Credit (500679/500680)

Students in this course will experience a combination of 
design areas including set design, make-up design, costume 
design, directing, and stagecraft.  Students will engage in 
fabrication, set painting, directing, stage management, and 
sound and lighting design.
Peoria High

ACTING FOR STAGE AND SCREEN
1 Unit of Credit (500627/500628)
Prerequisite:  Drama I
 
This course is designed for students with an interest and 
concentration in acting and performance.  Students will 
experience a variety of performance opportunities designed 
specifically for stage and screen.
Peoria High School

CHORUS 
1 Unit of Credit (500109/500110)

This is an introductory and exploratory class which is open to 
any student regardless of musical background.  In addition 
to exploring the use of their own voice and several different 
types and styles of music, students will perform publicly as 
part of a group.

PREP CHOIR
1 Unit of Credit (500119/500120)
Audition Required – Sign up with counselor during 
registration

Students in this choir are selected by the vocal music 
department.  This class emphasizes the practice and 
development of vocal techniques which are necessary in the 
performance of more advanced choral literature.  In addition 
to exploring the use of their own voice and several different 
types and styles of music, students will perform publicly as 
part of a group and have the opportunity to participate in 
special events such as IMEA District Chorus and IHSA Solo 
and Ensemble Contest.

CONCERT CHOIR 
1 Unit of Credit (500129/500130)
Audition Required – Sign up with counselor 
during registration

Concert Choir is the core performing choral ensemble 
of the vocal music department.  Registration of this 
advanced choral class requires approval of the vocal 
music staff. This class studies and performs a standard 
repertoire in all areas of choral literature.  Students 
will be expected to perform publicly as part of a 
group and will have the opportunity to participate 
in special events such as IMEA and IHSA Solo and 
Ensemble Contest and honor choirs.

MIXED ENSEMBLE 
1 Unit of Credit (500139/500140)

These are selective groups of vocal or music students. 
Participation in this course requires instructor 
assessment and approval.  Students will be expected 
to perform publicly as part of a group and will have 
the opportunity to participate in special events such 
as IMEA and IHSA Solo and Ensemble Contest. 

CHAMBER CHOIR
1 Unit of Credit (500149/500150)
Prerequisite:  Accepted into PSA

This choir is the core performing choral ensemble 
of the freshman and sophomore vocal students 
in the Preparatory School for the Arts.  They will 
be exposed to music created throughout various 
periods in history.  The choir will perform several 
major concerts each year.  Students are required to 
participate in performances.      
Peoria High School

ORCHESTRA 
1 Unit of Credit (500309/500310)

In this course students will develop their ability to 
play brass, woodwind, and percussion instruments.  
They will also study a variety of string and orchestral 
literature styles. Students will also be required to 
participate in performances.

CONCERT ORCHESTRA 
1 Unit of Credit (500319/500320)
Prerequisite:  Accepted into PSA

In this course students will be introduced to music 
created throughout various periods in history.  They 
will also develop technical facility and appreciation 
of more serious music.  The orchestra plays several 
major concerts each year in which the students are 
required to participate.
Peoria High School



ORCHESTRA ENSEMBLE
1 Unit of Credit (500321/500322)
Requirement:  By audition only
 
This is an auditioned ensemble offered at Peoria 
High School for the advanced orchestra student.  
Emphasis is placed on technique and advanced sight 
reading.  Students will be expected to participate in 
extracurricular activities such as festival orchestras, 
district and state level contests, and school and 
community performances.
Peoria High School

BAND 
1 Unit of Credit (500209/500210)

In this course students will develop their technique for 
playing brass, woodwind, and percussion instruments.  
They will cover a variety of non-specified band literature 
styles such as concert, marching, orchestral, and modern 
styles.  In most cases it is the responsibility of the parent/
guardian to provide the instrument for student use.

CONCERT BAND
1 Unit of Credit (500219/500220)

Concert Band is the core performing ensemble of 
the instrumental music department and also forms 
the marching and pep bands. Students are expected 
to participate in all genres of the band according to 
director instruction. The marching band performs at 
football games, competitions, and parades. The pep 
band performs in support of many athletic events 
throughout the year. Students enrolled in Concert Band 
will have had previous training on a wind or percussion 
instrument or must have instructor permission.   

CONTEMPORARY BAND 
1 Unit of Credit (500229/500230)

This course allows students to develop their techniques 
for playing brass, woodwind, percussion, and string 
instruments, as well as guitars and keyboards.  They will 
focus primarily on contemporary stage band literature 
styles such as traditional jazz, jazz improvisation, and 
rock.

SYMPHONIC BAND
1 Unit of Credit (500231/500232)
Requirement:  Must audition for this group
 
This is an auditioned group offered at Peoria High 
School.  Students will learn and prepare a more rigorous 
selection of music.  They will be expected to participate 
in extracurricular activities such as festival bands, district 
and state level contests, and school and community 
performances. 
Peoria High School
 

PERCUSSION  
1 Unit of Credit (500241/500242)
 
This course if designed to give students a more in-depth study 
into the percussion section of the band.  Students will have 
the opportunity to grow and perform on many different 
percussion instruments including:  marching percussion, 
auxiliary percussion, drum set and concert percussion.  
Students will also have the opportunity to perform as a 
percussion ensemble, comprised of only pitched and non-
pitched percussion instruments.

WORLD DRUMMING
1 Unit of Credit (500239/500240)

This course is designed for any student, regardless of 
previous musical training or background, who wishes to 
participate in learning to play hand drums (congas, bongos, 
talking drum, djembe, etc.).  Students who have had years 
of training will blend very easily with those who have not 
and can even be instrumental as student leaders in helping 
the less experienced.  Enrolled students will be expected to 
perform publicly as part of the group for school concerts 
and various other performance opportunities throughout the 
community.  

PIANO PERFORMANCE CLASS
1 Unit of Credit (500243/500244)
 
This course will allow students to learn techniques to master 
performance anxiety, play in a variety of performance 
situations, display recital etiquette, and work with 
programming and developing musical understanding with 
secure memorization.  Students will have an opportunity 
to play in recitals, competitions, and prepare for college 
auditions.
Peoria High School

GUITAR
1 Unit of Credit (500243/500244)
 
This course is designed for beginning guitarists with little or 
no experience on the instrument.  Students will learn open 
chords, power chords, movable chords, single note (melody) 
playing, accompaniment techniques, and a variety of playing 
techniques and styles, including both pick style and finger 
style approaches to the guitar.  The course also includes 
music fundamentals, theory, songs, performances, listening, 
improvising, and learning to read standard music notation as 
well as tablature.  Students will attend and participate when 
required in performances.
Peoria High School

MUSIC RECORDING TECHNOLOGY
1 Unit of Credit (500241/500242)
 
Students will gain a practical and working knowledge of 
the legal, professional, business, and scientific aspects of 
music.  Career options explored will include performing, 
broadcasting, producing, promoting, and retail sales of 
music.
Peoria High School / Manual Academy
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DANCE TECHNIQUE I 
1 Unit of Credit (500509/500510)
Prerequisite:  Accepted into the PSA

This course covers basic skills and techniques in Ballet, 
Jazz and Modern Dance.  Students will have in-school 
performance opportunities as well as select community 
performances. 
Peoria High School

DANCE TECHNIQUE II
1 Unit of Credit (500511/500512)
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Dance 
Technique I or Instructor Approval

This course is a continuation of Technique I with more 
attention to advanced skills and showmanship. 
Peoria High School

DANCE TECHNIQUE III 
1 Unit of Credit (500513/500514)
Prerequisite:  PSA student who has mastered levels I 
and II

This course emphasizes advanced modern, jazz, and ballet 
techniques.  Students will have opportunities to compete and 
perform within the Peoria community and abroad.  Students 
who take this course must show growth/readiness for more 
advanced skill and pre-professional responsibilities. 
Peoria High School

DANCE TECHNIQUE IV
1 Unit of Credit (500515/500516)
Prerequisite:  PSA student who has mastered levels I, II, 
and III

This course continues the advanced study that was started in 
level III.  It will allow individuals the opportunity to perform 
solo acts in order to prepare them for auditions in the future. 
Peoria High School

DANCE APPRECIATION I
1 Unit of Credit (500519/500520)
Prerequisite:  Accepted into PSA

Dance Appreciation allows students to study dance 
discipline with multiple areas of focus.  It emphasizes 
the use of multiple languages and a clear knowledge 
of correct dance techniques.  These areas of focus 
include the theory and practice of dance and creative 
movement, history of dance, dances of various cultures, 
ballet, tap, modern, folk, and other rhythmic movement 
activities that enrich each student’s creative expression.  
The student will also become familiar with kinesiology 
and human physiology, music theory, choreographic 
elements, dance history, technological application 
through dance instruction, and evaluation of proper 
technique.  Individual motions will be analyzed and 
interpreted using human physiology as a reference.
Peoria High School

DANCE APPRECIATION II (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (500521/500522)
Prerequisite: Dance Appreciation I

Students will study Ballet, Modern Dance, Jazz and 
Tap.  Intermediate to advanced dance steps and terms 
will be developed and performed.  The student will 
continue studies in kinesiology and human physiology, 
performance and creative integration of music theory, 
choreographic elements, dance history, technological 
applications through dance instruction, and evaluation of 
proper technique.  Individual motions will be analyzed 
and interpreted using human physiology as a reference. 
Peoria High School

DANCE APPRECIATION III (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (500523/500524)
Prerequisite:  PSA student who has successfully 
completed level I and II

Students will get a more in-depth instruction in the 
different types of choreography by studying and 
analyzing various choreographic works.  They will have 
opportunities to choreograph solo and small group 
projects and help organize a dance showcase for 
various events. 
Peoria High School

DANCE APPRECIATION IV (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (500525/500526)
Prerequisite:  PSA student who has successfully 
completed level I, II, and III

This class is a continuation of Dance Appreciation III.  
Students will complete more advanced research into 
complex movements.  They will also engage in more in-
class experiments to apply various theories and subject 
matter.  Students will choreograph large group projects. 
Peoria High School



MUSIC HISTORY AND APPRECIATION (WT) 
1 Unit of Credit (500709/500710)

This course includes all the periods of music, dating from 
the earliest musical endeavors of man to the present.  In 
addition to the chronological material in the text, there 
will be many examples of composers of each period of 
music through the use of both auditory and visual media, 
to give an overall picture of the development of music.  

MUSIC THEORY (WT) 
1 Unit of Credit (500719/500720) 

Music Theory is the study of the basic elements of music, 
including the following divisions: elementary theory and 
harmony, ear training, advanced theory and harmony, 
and creative writing of music.  Students enrolled in Music 
Theory should have had previous musical training.

MUSIC FOCUS I
1 Unit of Credit (500809/500810)
Prerequisite:  Accepted into the PSA

This year long course is a “prelude” to a four-year study 
of comprehensive musicianship.  Emphasis is placed 
on theoretical and analytical skills.  Students acquire 
fundamental piano skills in a laboratory setting.  
Peoria High School

MUSIC FOCUS II (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (500811/500812)
Prerequisite:  Student in the PSA with successful 
completion of Music Focus I

This year long course is one component of a four-year 
study of comprehensive musicianship.  It will continue 
and extend the Music Focus I concepts with further 
study of music theory, ear training and piano keyboard 
training.  Theoretical and analytical skills will be 
incorporated with historical perspective.  Students may 
participate in solo and ensemble coaching sessions to 
develop performance techniques.  
Peoria High School

MUSIC FOCUS III (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (500813/500814)
Prerequisite:  Student in the PSA with successful 
completion of Music Focus II

This course includes all the periods of music, dating from the 
earliest music endeavors of man to the present.  In addition 
to the chronological materials in the text, there will be 
many examples of composers of each period of music with 
multi-media approaches, giving an overall picture of the 
development of music. 
Peoria High School

ADVANCED PLACEMENT MUSIC THEORY (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (500729/500730)

This course is designed to be the equivalent of a first-year music 
theory college course as specified by the College Board.  Students 
will develop an understanding of musical structure and compositional 
procedures.  The course will also build in the students’ knowledge of 
intervals, scales, chords, metric/rhythmic patterns, and the ways they 
interact in a composition.  Musical notation, analysis, composition, 
and aural skills are important components of this course. Students 
are required to take the AP exam.

IB MUSIC SL (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (500849/500850)
Prerequisite:  IB Student or teacher recommended

This is a one year course taught during the junior or senior year.  
This course will develop students’ knowledge and understanding of 
music through training in musical skills (listening, performing, and 
composing), exposure to music theory, and formulation of an historic 
and global awareness of musical forms and styles.  Composition and 
performance are required components of the class. 
Richwoods

MUSIC COMPOSITION I
½ Unit of Credit (500839/500840)
Must be paired with another semester PSA course
Prerequisite:  PSA student with instructor approval  

In this course students will focus on music composition and 
arranging.  Students will study the basic principles of melody 
writing, harmonization, musical form and orchestration of 
musical material. Emphasis will be placed on the development 
of arranging and composition skills for ensembles of varied 
instrumentation. 
Peoria High School

MUSIC COMPOSITION II (WT) 
½ Unit of Credit (500841/500842)
Must be paired with another semester PSA course
Prerequisite: PSA student with instructor approval 

The focus for this course is music computer technology.  This 
course is designed for advanced music students.  It requires 
students to compose music using modern technology, 
emphasizing musical creativity.  Students will be expected 
to develop their own compositions, analyze them, perform 
them, and critique musical works of others. 
Peoria High School
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MUSIC COMPOSITION III (WT)
½ Unit of Credit (500843/500844)
Must be paired with another semester PSA course
Prerequisite:  PSA student with instructor approval

The focus for this course is improvisation.  This course is a 
study of the elements of jazz improvisation; including, but not 
limited to, listening skills, transcription and jazz styles.  The 
application of tonal harmonic language and scale structures 
to jazz improvisation will be utilized.  Construction of 
improvised melodies will be emphasized.
Peoria High School

MUSIC COMPOSITION IV (WT) 
½ Unit of Credit (500845/500846)
Must be paired with another semester PSA course
Prerequisite:  PSA student with instructor approval

This course will focus on recital preparation and 
performance.  This course will prepare the student to develop 
and perform mini-recitals on selected instruments.  The recital 
of solo or solo/chamber literature must be approved by the 
student’s performance area teacher.  Emphasis will be placed 
upon the development of performance skills for a successful 
recital and college audition.  This course can be repeated 
with advanced content. 
Peoria High School

ART 
1 Unit of Credit (500409/500410)

In this course students will be provided with the knowledge 
and opportunity to explore an art form and to create 
individual works of art.  This course will also provide a 
discussion and exploration of career opportunities in the art 
world.    

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ART HISTORY (WT) 
1 Unit of Credit (500739/500740)

AP Art History is a course that provides the student with an 
understanding and knowledge of architecture, sculpture, 
painting and other art forms within diverse historical and 
cultural contexts.  Students will learn to look at works of art 
critically, with intelligence and sensitivity, and to analyze 
what they see. Students are required to take the AP exam.

CERAMICS I
1 Unit of Credit (500419/500420)
Prerequisite:  Art 1 
This is an introductory course dealing with the ceramic form 
using various technical methods, terminology, application 
of glazes, and ceramic decoration. Students will focus 
on handbuildng techniques, ceramic sculpture, various 
commercial techniques, and the kiln firing process.

CERAMICS II
1 Unit of Credit (500421/500422)
Prerequisite:  Ceramics I

In this course students will continue the objectives from 
Ceramics I but at an advanced level.

CERAMICS III
1 Unit of Credit (500423/500424)

This course will have a more advanced focus on the 
potter’s wheel, ceramic sculpture and studio operation.  
Glaze development and clay recycling is a major com-
ponent of this course. 
Peoria High
 

DRAWING I
1 Unit of Credit (500429/500430)
Prerequisite:  Art I

This is an introductory course in the techniques of various 
drawing media and methods.  Students will work with 
portraiture and landscape drawing but the emphasis 
will be in still life and technique.  Students will also 
concentrate on the mastery of drawing techniques using 
multiple methods while developing and discovering their 
individual styles.   

DRAWING II
1 Unit of Credit (500431/500432)
Prerequisite:  Drawing I

This is an advanced drawing course in which students 
will master their own drawing style, experiment with new 
media, and complete a drawing portfolio.  

PAINTING I
1 Unit of Credit (500439/500440)
Prerequisite:  Art 1

This is an introductory course in various painting media 
and techniques emphasizing composition and color 
theory.  Students will explore their work through several 
media such as watercolor, tempera, oils, and acrylics.  
Students will also learn color mixing.

PAINTING II
1 Unit of Credit (500441/500442)
Prerequisite:  Painting I

In this course students will continue a more advanced 
study of Painting I.  They will master color mixing and 
their technique using multiple methods.  They will begin 
to develop their own style of painting.



SCULPTURE I
1 Unit of Credit (500449/500450)
Prerequisite:  Art I

This is an introductory course in the skills and techniques 
of 3-D design using a variety of mediums.  Students will 
learn casting and assemblage using various forms of 
media such as Paris craft, plaster, and clay.

SCULPTURE II
1 Unit of Credit (500451/500452)
Prerequisite:  Sculpture I

This course continues Sculpture I at a more advanced 
level.  Students will work independently on various 
projects with the instructor.

PAINTING III
1 Unit of Credit (500443/500444)

This course will focus on contemporary and traditional 
painting processes and techniques using oil-based and 
acrylic paints.  Students will also learn technical aspects 
of painting such as canvas stretching and surface 
preparation. 
Peoria High

ART 110 (Introduction to Art) (WT)
Early College Credit
1 Unit of High School Credit (500749/500750)
Fee Required for materials 
and Early College Credit Fee for ICC
Prerequisite:  ACCUPLACER Reading score of 90 
or higher or ACT Reading score 18 or higher.

This course explores the nature, value, language, 
and history of art.  The content and grading system 
is structured for the student who has had little or no 
previous art experience.  Lectures are reinforced 
by written assignments, gallery visits, critiques and 
introductory art experiences.

IB ART/DESIGN SL (WT) 
1 Unit of Credit (500759/500760)
Prerequisite:  IB student or teacher 
recommendation

This is a one year course taught during the junior or 
senior year.  IB Art/Design is the study of perception, 
cognitive development and creative expression in the 
media of art.  The use of two and three dimensional 
design techniques may also emphasize imagination and 
expressive solutions.  Students will look at their own 
culture and other world cultures in this study. 
Richwoods

VISUAL ARTS PERFORMANCE I
1 Unit of Credit  (500469/500470)
Prerequisite: Accepted into PSA

This entry level class explores the fundamentals of art, 
focused around visual communication through the elements, 
principles, and expressive qualities of art.  Students work with 
traditional and experimental media.  The students will explore 
the full range of art tools and materials in this class.  Group 
critiques help students assess the effectiveness of their efforts. 
Peoria High School

VISUAL ARTS PERFORMANCE II
1 Unit of Credit (500471/500472)
Prerequisite: PSA Student with successful completion of 
Level I   

This advanced level class continues to develop the 
fundamentals of art focused around visual communication 
through the elements, principles, and expressive qualities of 
art.  Students will expand upon the media already mastered, 
used, and explore new art tools and materials in this class.  
Group and individual peer critiques help students assess the 
effectiveness of their efforts. 
Peoria High School

VISUAL ARTS PERFORMANCE III
1 Unit of Credit (500473/500474)
Prerequisite: PSA Student with successful completion of 
Level I and II   

This course continues experiences in essential art fundamentals 
and applies learned principles into two and three dimensional 
media.  Students extend processes and techniques in drawing, 
painting, calligraphy, and ceramic sculpture.  Classes are 
designed to promote self choices and task organization.  
Quality art standards will be continually emphasized.  
Peoria High School

ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (500475/500476)
Recommendation: Instructor Approval 
 
This course is designed for students with a serious interest 
in art. Elements of art and composition will be emphasized.  
Using many drawing techniques, the students are able to 
explore a wide range of media including:  pencil, charcoal, 
pastels, paint, printmaking, and collage. Students are 
required to take the AP exam.

VISUAL ARTS I
1 Unit of Credit (500459/500460)
Prerequisite:  Accepted into the PSA

This course is designed to be the foundation level course, 
focusing on the art elements and principles of design. Two and 
three dimensional problems will provide students with in-depth 
exploration of various materials, techniques, art history and 
criticism, and media arts through an interdisciplinary approach. 
Peoria High School
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VISUAL ARTS II (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (500461/500462)
Prerequisite: PSA Student with successful completion of 
Visual Arts I

This course continues experiences in essential art fundamentals 
and applies learned principles into two and three dimensional 
media.  Students extend processes and techniques in drawing, 
painting, calligraphy and ceramic sculpture.  Classes are 
designed to promote self choices and task organization.  
Quality art standards will be continually emphasized. 
Peoria High School

VISUAL ARTS III (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (500463/500464)
Prerequisite: PSA Student with successful completion of 
Visual Arts I and II

This course allows the student in the PSA to continue an 
advanced study in a specified art of their choice from Visual 
Arts I & II. Students will prepare for the Advanced Placement 
Studio Art course.  Students must be able to work indepen-
dently.  The student will sign a contract specifying timeline 
and resources needed to complete the course.  
Peoria High School

VISUAL ARTS IV (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (500465/500466)
Prerequisite: PSA Student with successful completion of 
Visual Arts I, II, and III

This course continues a student’s experience from Visual Arts 
III.  The course will be tailored to the needs of the student.  
Students will review basic concepts, explore and evaluate 
ideas that motivate and guide them as an artist.  Students will 
work in their area of interest.Students will complete an AP 
Exam portfolio.
Peoria High School
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APPSCO I
1 Unit of Credit (700233/700234) (Enriched WT)

AppsCo is designed to expose the interested student to 
many functions of modern business. The course shows the 
student how these functions exist in a changing society 
and the type of decisions which must be made within 
that environment. The course is also designed to expose 
the student to the multitude of career fields in the areas 
of business. The exposure to these business functions for 
the purpose of developing the student’s skills will happen 
through real-world hands-on experience helping to run 
a real company created for the purpose of the course. 
Topics covered and experience received will include 
sales, management, finance, fundraising, marketing, 
social media, production, computers, small business, 
investments and other areas of general business interest.

BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY CONCEPTS 
1 Unit of Credit (700209/700210)

This orientation-level course will provide an overview of all 
aspects of business marketing and management, including 
the concepts, functions, and skills required for meeting the 
challenges of operating a business in a global economy.  
Topics covered will include the various forms of business 
ownership, including entrepreneurship, as well as the 
basic functional areas of business (finance, management, 
marketing, administration, and production).  Students will 
be introduced to a wide range of careers in fields such 
as accounting, financial services, information technology, 
marketing, and management.  Emphasis will be placed 
on using the computer while studying applications in 
these careers along with communication skills (thinking, 
listening, composing, revising, editing, and speaking), 
math, and problem solving.  Business ethics as well as 
other workplace skills will be taught and integrated within 
this course.  

KEYBOARDING & FORMATTING 
½ Unit of Credit (700215/700216)
Paired with Computer Concepts and Software 
Applications (must take both)

Keyboarding and Formatting is a course designed to develop 
basic skills in touch keyboarding techniques for entering 
alphabetic, numeric, and symbol information found on 
computers and terminals.  Students will learn to edit and 
format text and paragraphs, change fonts, work with headers 
and footers, cut and paste text, create and use tab keys, 
create labels, and work with multiple windows.  Students will 
format documents such as letters, envelopes, memorandums, 
reports, and tables for personal, educational, and business 
uses.  An emphasis is also placed on formatting documents, 
improving proofreading skills, and increasing speed and 
accuracy.  

RECORDKEEPING
½ Unit of Credit (700219/700220)
Prerequisite:  Paired with Business Law (must take both 
classes)

In this course students will develop understanding and skill in 
maintaining accurate records including skills used in everyday 
business activities both for personal and professional 
use.  The course also provides an opportunity to develop 
skills related to personal financial management as well as 
budgeting, financial planning, cashier’s records, handling of 
money, and tasks common to simple office practice.

ACCOUNTING I
1 Unit of Credit (700229/700230)

Accounting I is a course that assists students pursuing a 
career in business, marketing, and management.  This course 
includes planned learning experiences that develop initial 
and basic skills used in systematically computing, classifying, 
recording, verifying, and maintaining numerical data involved 
in financial and product control records including paying 
and receiving money.  Instruction includes information on 
keeping financial records, summarizing them for convenient 
interpretation, and analyzing them to provide assistance 
to management for decision making. An emphasis will also 
be placed on preparation of budgets and financial reports, 
operation of related business machines and equipment, 
processing employee benefits, and career opportunities in the 
accounting field.

The Career and Technical program allows students to become well versed in the technical skills that it takes to 
be successful in today’s world. Students who enroll in CTE courses will benefit through high skill, high wage, 
and high demand occupations. Career and Technical courses prepare students for the workforce or give them 
a head start on classes needed in college. Students will work to earn half of the unit(s) of credit listed in the 
description for each semester, unless it is paired with another course.

CAReeR ANd TeChNICAl edUCATION
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ACCOUNTING II 
1 Unit of Credit (700231/700232)
Prerequisite: Accounting I

This course will build upon the foundation established 
in Accounting I.  This course is planned to help students 
develop deeper knowledge of the principles of accounting 
with more emphasis being placed on financial statements 
and accounting records.  It is a study of previously learned 
principles as they apply to the more complicated types of 
business organizations such as partnerships, corporations, 
branches, etc.  The students may become familiar with 
such specialized fields of accounting as cost accounting, 
tax accounting, payroll accounting, and others.  Simulated 
business conditions may be provided through the use of 
practice sets.  Skills are developed in the entry, retrieval, 
and statistical analysis of business data using computers for 
accounting business applications.

BUSINESS LAW
½ Unit of Credit (700225/700226)
Paired with Recordkeeping (must take both)

Business Law is a course which introduces the American Legal 
System.  It is taught for its personal value to the students as 
well as its vocational value.  Business Law assists the students 
in meeting demands of the everyday business world and 
develops understanding of personal obligations in business 
transactions. 

COMPUTER CONCEPTS & SOFTWARE APPLICATIONS
½ Unit of Credit (700017/700018)
Prerequisite:  Paired with Keyboarding and Formatting 
(must take both)
 
Computer Concepts and Software Applications is an orientation-
level course designed to develop awareness and understanding 
of application software and equipment used by employees 
to perform tasks in business, marketing, and management.  
Students will apply problem-solving skills to hands-on, real-
life situations using a variety of software applications such 
as word processing, spreadsheets, data-base management, 
presentation software, and desktop publishing.  Students will 
explore topics related to computer concepts, operating systems, 
telecommunications and emerging technologies.  Emphasis will 
also be on the development of employability skills, as well as 
transition skills, and the understanding of ethical considerations 
that arise in using information processing equipment and 
gaining access to available databases.  

INFORMATION PROCESSING 
1 Unit of Credit (700019/700020)
Prerequisite: Computer Concepts & Software 
Applications

Information Processing is a skill-level course that includes the 
concepts and terminology related to people, equipment, 
and procedures of information processing as well as 
skill development in the use of information processing 
equipment.  Students will operate computer equipment to 
prepare memos, letters, reports, and forms.  Students will 
create rough drafts, correct copy, process incoming and 
outgoing telephone calls and mail, and transmit and receive 
messages electronically.  Students will create input and 
update databases and spreadsheets.  Students will create 
data directories.  Students will copy, rename, move, and 
delete files, and perform backup procedures.  Students will 
prepare files to merge, as well as create mailing labels and 
envelopes from merge files.  Students will learn to locate and 
retrieve information from hard copy and electronic sources, 
and prepare masters for presentations using presentation 
software.  Students will apply proper grammar, punctuation, 
spelling and proofreading practices.  Accuracy will be 
emphasized.  Workplace skills as well as communication 
skills will be taught and integrated throughout the course. 

PRODUCT-ORIENTED MARKETING
1 Unit of Credit (700239/700240)
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of  
one business course

This course will offer students insight into the processes 
affecting the flow of goods and services from the 
producer to the consumer.  Course content ranges 
considerably as general marketing principles such as 
purchasing, distribution, and sales are covered.  A 
major emphasis is placed on kinds of markets, market 
identification, product planning, packaging and pricing, 
and business management.  

COMMERCIAL & ADVERTISING ART I
1 Unit of Credit (700109/700110)
Prerequisite:  Art I suggested

This course is designed to provide students with the 
skills needed for a career in the fields of advertising, 
commercial art, graphic design, web site development, 
and graphic illustrator.  Students learn to apply artistic 
design and layout principles along with text, graphics, 
drawing, rendering, sound, video, and 2D/3D animation 
integration to develop various print, video, and digital 
products.  Students use hardware and software programs 
to create, manipulate, color, paint, and layer scanned 
images, computer graphics, and original artwork.  
Students use hardware and software to capture, edit, 
create, and compress audio and video clips.  Students use 
animation and 2D/3D hardware and software to create 
animated text, graphics, and images.  Students apply 
artistic techniques to design and create advertisements, 
displays, publications, technical illustrations, marketing 
brochures, logos, trademarks, packaging, video graphics, 
and computer-generated media.  



COMMERCIAL & ADVERTISING II
1 Unit of Credit (700111/700112)
Prerequisite:  COMMERCIAL & ADVERTISING I

This course continues to build on the concepts and skills 
introduced in Commercial & Advertising I.  In addition 
to expanding on the activities explored in Commercial 
and Advertising Art I, students work in a project-based 
environment to create a variety of interactive online and 
CD/DVD based products such as websites, catalogs, 
publications, marketing materials, presentations, and 
educational/training programs.  Students create dynamic 
web pages and sites using HTML, HTML editors, and 
graphic editors.  Students create graphic sketches, designs, 
and copy layouts for online content.  Instruction includes 
how to determine size and arrangement of illustrative 
material and copy, select style and size of type, and 
arrange layout based upon available space.  Students 
learn how to capture and edit images, sound, and video, 
and combine them with text and animation.  Instruction 
includes client interviewing skills, product proposal 
development, and product presentation techniques.  
Students also learn how to create a product portfolio.

COOPERATIVE EDUCATION
3 Units of Credit (950109/950110)
Prerequisite:  Seniors with counselor and instructor 
permission

Cooperative education is a capstone course designed 
to assist students in the development of effective skills 
and attitudes through practical, advanced instruction in 
school, and on the job through cooperative education.  
Students are released from school for their paid 
cooperative education work experience and participate 
in 200 minutes per week of related classroom instruction.  
Classroom instruction will focus on providing students 
with job survival skills and career exploration skills 
related to the job and improving students’ abilities 
to interact positively with others.  Emphasis will also 
be placed on further career education opportunities, 
planning for the future, job-seeking skills, personal 
development, human relationships, legal protection and 
responsibilities, economics and the job, organizations, 
and job termination.  Written training agreements and 
individual student training plans are developed and 
agreed upon by the employer, student, and coordinator.  

INTRODUCTION TO ENGINEERING DESIGN 
(WT) (Project Lead the Way) 
1 Unit of Credit (700719/700720)

This course teaches problem-solving skills using a design 
development process.  Models of product solutions 
are created, analyzed, and communicated using solid 
modeling computer design software. 
Richwoods

PRINCIPLES OF ENGINEERING (WT) (Project Lead the 
Way)
1 Unit of Credit (700729/700730)
Prerequisite: Enrolled in or successfully completed 
Geometry

This course helps students understand the field of 
engineering/engineering technology.  Exploring various 
technology systems and manufacturing processes helps 
students learn how engineers and technicians use math, 
science, and technology in an engineering problem solving 
process to benefit people.  The course also includes concerns 
about social and political consequences of technological 
skills. 
Richwoods

DIGITAL ELECTRONICS (WT) (Project Lead the Way) 
1 Unit of Credit (700709/700710)
Prerequisite: Must be a Junior or Senior or with 
Instructor Approval

This is a course in applied logic that encompasses the 
application of electronic circuits and devices.  Computer 
simulation software is used to design and test digital circuitry 
prior to the actual construction of circuits and devices. 
Richwoods

CISCO NETWORKING I (WT)
CMCIS 151 (Fundamentals of Voice and Data Cabling I)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700009)
Corequisite: Paired with Cisco Networking II and taken 
first semester
Prerequisite:  CMGEN 110 (Introduction to Windows) 
or department/instructor approval.

This course is the first year of a two-year program designed to 
teach students the skills needed to design, build, and maintain 
computer networks.  Students who successfully complete the 
two-year program will be eligible to take CISCO Networking 
Associate (CCNA) certification exam.)  This course is 
designed to provide students with classroom and laboratory 
experience in current and emerging networking technologies 
that will empower them to enter employment and/or further 
education and training in the computer networking field.  
Instruction includes but is not limited to safety, networking, 
networking terminology and protocols, network standards, 
LANs, WANs, OSI models, cabling, cabling tools, routers, 
router programming, star topology, IP addressing, and 
network standards.  Particular emphasis is given to the use of 
decision-making and problem-solving techniques in applying 
science, mathematics, and communication concepts to solve 
networking problems.  In addition, instruction and training 
are provided in the proper care, maintenance, and use of 
networking software, tools, and equipment and all local, 
state, and federal safety, building, and environmental codes 
and regulations.
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CISCO NETWORKING II (WT)
CMCIS 152 (Internetworking OS)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700010)
Corequisite: Paired with Cisco Networking I and taken 
second semester
Prerequisite:  CMCIS 151 with a grade of “C” or better

This is the second of four courses.  Instruction includes, but 
is not limited to safety, networking, networking terminology 
and protocols, network standards, LANs, WANs, OSI 
models, Ethernet, Token Ring, Fiber Distributed Data 
Interface, TCP/IP Addressing Protocol, dynamic routing, and 
the network administrator’s role and function.  Particular 
emphasis is given to the use of decision-making and problem-
solving techniques in applying science, mathematics, and 
communication concepts to solve networking problems.  In 
addition, instruction and training are provided in the proper 
care, maintenance, and use of networking software, tools, 
and equipment and all local, state, and federal safety, 
building, and environmental codes and regulations.

CISCO NETWORKING III (WT)
CMCIS 153 (LAN Communication)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700011)
Corequesite: Paired with Cisco Networking IV and taken 
first semester
Prerequisite:  CMCIS 152 with a grade 
of “C” or better.

This is the third of four courses. Instruction includes, but is not 
limited to safety, networking, networking terminology and 
protocols, LAN segmentation and Fast Ethernet standards.  
Particular emphasis is given to the use of access lists, full-
duplex and half-duplex Ethernet operation, and the benefits 
of network segmentation.  In addition, emphasis will be 
placed on Exterior Gateway Routing Protocol and Virtual 
Local Area Networks.

CISCO NETWORKING IV (WT)
CMCIS 154 (WAN Communication)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700012)
Corequesite: Paired with Cisco Networking III and 
taken second semester
Prerequisite:  CMCIS 153 with a grade of “C” or better

This is the fourth of four courses.  Instruction includes, but is 
not limited to WAN and WAN Design Technologies including 
PPP (Point-to-Point Protocol), ISDN (Integrated Services 
Digital Network) and Frame Relay.  

CMNET 150 (Computer Hardware Infrastructure) 
(WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700021)
This course is taught in the Fall Semester

This course introduces students to the underlying 
components of personal computers from hardware 
elements to the software that operates the computer.  
Students will be provided with the knowledge and skills 
required to perform computer hardware installation. 
maintenance, and problem resolution.
Richwoods

CMNET 151 (Operating System Enviornments) 
(WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700022)
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of CMNET 150

This course will provide the practical knowledge and 
skills necessary to troubleshoot computer operating 
systems.  Students will learn the fundamentals of 
Windows operating system.  Topics covered will be 
how to install, configure, upgrade, diagnose, and 
troubleshoot Windows operating systems.  In addition, 
fundamental networking capabilities of these operating 
systems will be studied.
Richwoods

AUTO BODY I
2 Units of Credit (700309/700310)

This course provides learning experiences designed to 
allow students to gain knowledge and skills in repairing 
automotive bodies and fenders. Planned learning 
activities in this course are balanced to allow students 
to become knowledgeable in the fundamental aspects 
of auto body repair methods and techniques, and to 
develop practical skills in the basic operations required 
to prepare the automobile for final paint application. 
Instruction emphasizes safety principles and practices, 
hazardous materials, auto body nomenclature, function 
of indivi components, the use of parts manuals, the 
identification of replacement parts, the use of auto body 
fillers, the use of plastic/glass fillers and special body 
repair tools, refinishing problems, and paint preparation 
procedures. Practical activities relate to experiences in 
writing and calculating damage estimates, removing 
and installing body panels, trim, and glass; straightening 
by using hammers, bucks, and jacks; and smoothing by 
filing, grinding, and using fillers. Students also learn to 
prime the area to be painted and prepare the surface 
for final paint application. These experiences and skills 
are related to metal, fiberglass, or urethane components.
WCTC



AUTO BODY II (WT)
2 Units of Credit (700311/700312)
Prerequisite: Auto Body I

This course provides learning experiences designed to 
further enhance the students’ skills in performing more 
advanced tasks related to automotive body and fender 
repair. Learning activities in this course emphasize the 
successful application of the final paint coat and the 
preparation that precedes it. Emphasis is also placed 
upon the identification and correction of imperfections 
and finish buffing of the final coat. Student learning 
activities include instruction in safety principles and 
practices, hazardous materials, types and qualities of 
paints, colors, and refinishing problems; glass standards 
and installation, special alignment techniques, customer 
relations, damage estimating, and insurance adjustments. 
Student practical activities relate to experiences in 
estimating collision damage costs, preparing customer 
bills, removing and replacing glass surfaces, selecting 
paints, repainting minor and major damages, repainting 
total car body, drying or baking painted surfaces, post-
paint cleanup, and post-paint polishing.
WCTC

BARBERING I
3 Units of Credit (700901/700902)
Prerequisite: Juniors Only 

This is the first year of a two-year program in Barbering.  
The course offers students curriculum in both theory 
and practice in the following areas as they relate to the 
practice of barber science and art: anatomy; physiology; 
skin diseases; hygiene and sanitation; barber 
history; barber law, hair cutting and styling; shaving; 
shampooing; and permanent waving; massaging, 
bleaching, tinting, and coloring, and barber implements 
as they relate to the Barber, Cosmetology Esthetics, and 
Nail Technology Act.  Knowledge, skills, and activities 
completed in this course will help prepare students for 
Barbering II, while earning hours towards licensure.   
WCTC   

BARBERING II (WT)
3 Units of Credit (700903/700904)
Prerequisite:  BARBERING 1 

This is the second year of a two-year program in 
Barbering.  Training will continue with anatomy; 
physiology; skin diseases; hygiene and sanitation; 
barber history; barber law, hair cutting and styling; 
shaving; shampooing; and permanent waving; 
massaging, bleaching, tinting, and coloring, and barber 
implements as they relate to the Barber, Cosmetology 
Esthetics, and Nail Technology Act, as well as labor and 
compensation laws.  Knowledge, skills, and activities 
completed in Barbering I and II will prepare students to 
take the licensure exam and progression to obtain the 
1500 hours of study in barbering.   
WCTC   

COSMETOLOGY I
3 Units of Credit (700909/700910)
Prerequisite: Juniors Only

This course introduces students to the requirements to become 
a licensed cosmetologist.  It offers students instruction in both 
theory and practical application in the following areas:  tools 
and their use, shampoo, understanding chemicals and use, 
types of hair, sanitation, hygiene, skin diseases and conditions, 
anatomy and physiology, electricity, ethics, nail technology 
and esthetics as the relate to the Barber, Cosmetology, 
Esthetics, and Nail Technology Act.  Knowledge, skills, and 
activities completed in this course will help prepare students for 
Cosmetology II while earning hours towards licensure. 
WCTC

COSMETOLOGY II (WT)
3 Unit of Credit (700911/700912)
Prerequisite:  Cosmetology I

Cosmetology II will build upon the knowledge and skills attained 
in Cosmetology I and will provide instruction which may be a 
combination of classroom instruction and hands-on experience in the 
following areas:  practical chemical application/hair treatment, hair 
styling/hair dressing, shop management, sanitation and interpersonal 
relations as they relate to Barber, Cosmetology, Esthetics, and Nail 
Technology Act, as well as the labor compensation laws.  Instruction 
will also include nail technology, esthetics, individualized skill 
development, and career planning.  This course offers a curriculum 
advanced theoretical and practical skill development to prepare 
students for the cosmetology licensure examination and progression to 
obtain the 1500 hours of study in cosmetology. 
WCTC

HAIR BRAIDING
2 Units of Credit (700915/700916)

This course provides students to become licensed hair 
braiders upon the completion of appropriate hours (300) 
as required by the state of Illinois. Students will engage 
in such practices as: braiding, corn rowing, extending, 
lacing, locking, sewing, twisting, and weaving. Also known 
as “natural hair care”, this class will provide students with 
hands-on experience to deal with several hair textures 
including “chemical-free” and those experiencing various 
types of hair loss. The work-based learning strategy 
appropriate for this course is a school-based enterprise. 
Students must be at least age 16 to participate in this class. 
WCTC

INTRODUCTION TO TECHNOLOGY AND 
ENGINEERING
1 Unit of Credit (700759/700760)
Prerequisite: Algebra I

This course is comprised of the following areas:  production, 
transportation, communication, energy utilization, and 
engineering design.  This course will cover the resources, 
technical processes, industrial applications, technological 
impact and occupations encompassed by that system. 
Manual and Peoria High School
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ENGINEERING I
1 Unit of Credit (700329/700330)
Prerequisite: Algebra I
 
This course provides students with an overview of the 
practical uses of a variety of engineering applications. Topics 
covered include hydraulics, pneumatics, computer interfacing, 
robotics, computer-aided design, computer numerical control, 
and electronics. 
Peoria High School

ENGINEERING II
1 Unit of Credit (700331/700332)
Prerequisite: Engineering I

This course provides students with the opportunity to focus on 
one or more areas of industrial technology.  Students apply 
technological processes to solve real engineering problems; 
develop the knowledge and skills to design, modify, use, and 
apply technology; and may also design and build prototypes 
and working models. Topics covered in the course include 
the nature of technology, use of technology, and design 
processes. 
Peoria High School

INTRODUCTION TO CONSTRUCTION TRADES
2 Units of High School Credit (700753/700754)
Prerequisite: Can be taken at the 10th grade level

This course exposes students to the opportunities available 
in construction-related trades, such as carpentry, masonry, 
plumbing, and so on.  Students learn about the processes 
involved in construction projects and may engage in a variety 
of small projects.         
WCTC

CONSTRUCTION TRADES I
2 Units of Credit (700749/700750)
Prerequisite: Algebra I

This course provides experiences related to the erection, 
installation, and maintenance of residential buildings and 
related fixtures. Planned learning activities allow students 
to understand fundamental principles and methods, and 
develop technical skills related to masonry, carpentry, 
and finish work. Instruction includes safety principles and 
practices, recognition of standard lumber sizes, foundation 
layout methods, building concepts and procedures, local, 
state, and national codes, cost estimating, and blueprint 
reading.
WCTC

CONSTRUCTION TRADES II (WT)
2 Units of Credit (700751/700752)
Prerequisite: Construction Trades I

This course provides learning experiences related to 
the erection, installation, maintenance, and repair of 
building structures and related utilities. Student technical 
skill experiences include instruction and activities in 
safety principles and practices, performing maintenance 
control functions, joining pipes, building water 
distribution lines and drains, installing and maintaining 
plumbing fixtures and systems, installing switch and 
outlet boxes, light fixtures, service entrances, roughing 
in and trimming out electrical devices and appliances, 
preparing foundations and footings, constructing 
residential chimneys and fireplaces, laying, jointing and 
pointing brick, and advanced building and construction 
methods and codes. All learning experiences are 
designed to allow the student to acquire job-entry skills 
and knowledge.
WCTC

WORK-BASED LEARNING CONSTRUCTION (WT)
3 Units of High School Credit (700755/700756)
Prerequisite: This course is taken in the Senior year 
and is by application only

Construction Industry Work-Based Learning is a course 
to train students in construction related occupation from 
building trades to management. The off-site, unpaid 
construction internship includes hands-on training in a 
wide variety of construction trade skills provided by 
union construction contractors. This course also provides 
learning experiences related to the erection, installation, 
maintenance, and repair of building structures and 
related utilities. Student technical skill experiences 
include instruction and activities in safety principles and 
practices, obtaining an OSHA-10 Hour Safety credential, 
CPR and First Aide certification, performing maintenance 
control functions, joining pipes, building water 
distribution lines and drains, installing and maintaining 
plumbing fixtures and systems, installing switch and 
outlet boxes, light fixtures, service entrances, roughing 
in and trimming out electrical devices and appliances, 
preparing foundations and footings, constructing 
residential chimneys and fireplaces, laying, jointing and 
pointing brick, and advances building and construction 
methods and codes. All learning experiences are 
designed to allow the student to acquire job-entry skills 
and knowledge. 
WCTC



INTRODUCTION TO FAMILY AND CONSUMER 
SCIENCE CAREERS
1 Unit of Credit (950209/950210)

This course introduces students to the field of family and 
consumer sciences and the many career opportunities 
available in this broad field.  The course includes theory 
and laboratory experiences in the following content 
areas:  nutrition and culinary arts, textiles and design, 
family, career, and community leadership development, 
resource management, human development and life-long 
learning, facility design, care and management, and 
interpersonal relationships and life management skills.
Manual

CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND PARENTING
1 Unit of Credit (700919/700920)

This course addresses the knowledge, skills, attitudes, 
and behaviors associated with supporting and promoting 
optimal growth and development of infants and children.  
The focus is on research-based nurturing and parenting 
practices and skills, including brain development 
research, that support  positive development of children.  
Students will explore opportunities in human services 
and education-related careers and develop a career 
portfolio. 
Manual

CARE AND LEARNING SERVICES OCCUPATIONS
1 Unit of Credit (700925/700926)

This course provides students with information and 
practical experiences needed for the development of 
competencies related to child/adult care, day care, 
and other education services occupations.  Laboratory 
experiences, either in a school-based or worksite 
learning facility, are included throughout the class.  
Students meet standards in developing programs and 
assisting with children’s or adult’s activities.  Classroom 
study includes the philosophy and management of care 
centers and the state and local regulations governing 
care-giving operations. 
Manual

MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY
1 Unit of Credit (700419/700420)

In this course students will learn how to identify medical 
terms by analyzing their components.  This course 
will emphasize defining medical prefixes, root words, 
suffixes, and abbreviations.  The primary focus is on 
developing both oral and written skills in the language 
used to communicate within health care professions. 
Manual

ORIENTATION TO HEALTH OCCUPATIONS
1 Unit of Credit (700409/700410 - MA)
2 Units of Credit (700411/700412 - WCTC)

The course will expose students to the variety of opportunities 
available within the health care industry (e.g., such as 
nursing, therapy, vision and dental care, administrative 
services, and lab technology) and will include classroom and 
community-based activities. The main purpose of this course is 
to assist students in further development of their self-concept 
and in matching personal abilities and interest to a tentative 
career choice. The suggested course content will provide in-
depth information into health occupations careers and trends, 
the occupational and educational opportunities and the 
educational, physical, emotional and attitudinal requirements. 
Manual and WCTC

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS SKILL DEVELOPMENT
1 Unit of Credit (700435/700436)
Prerequisite: Health Care Occupations 

This course provides a sequence of organized learning 
experiences and skills to prepare a person to recognize 
the signs and symptoms of illness and injury, to begin the 
approved and appropriate life-support procedures, such as 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR), to operate emergency 
vehicles and communications equipment as patients/clients 
are moved to a hospital emergency room, and to fill out the 
required records and reports after a call.  This course will 
include identified skills to prepare the student for working in 
the emergency medical arena.  
Manual and Richwoods

HEOCC 111 (WT) (Introduction to Health Careers)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700439)
Prerequisite: This course is paired with HEOCC 114 and 
taken 1st Semester

This course provides the students with a knowledge-based 
understanding of health care careers.  Self-appraisal, critical 
analysis of health careers, workplace and professional skills, 
safety issues and shadowing experiences are included.  
Richwoods and WCTC and Manual

HEOCC 114 (WT) (Introduction to Interdisciplinary 
Health Care)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700440)
Prerequisite:  HEOCC 111

This is an interdisciplinary course designed to provide health 
occupation students with the common knowledge and skills 
necessary to perform effectively in a changing health care 
environment.  Health care management/systems issues, 
ethical and legal health care issues, interpersonal dynamics, 
team management employability skills, basic computer skills, 
and problem solving/cases are included. 
Richwoods and Manual and WCTC
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HLTH 120 (WT) (First Aid)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700443)
This course is paired with HLTH 121 and taken 1st 
Semester 

This course is designed to provide basic knowledge and skills 
needed to provide immediate first aid in case of accident or illness. 
Emphasis is placed on personal safety and accident prevention.  
Richwoods and WCTC

HLTH 121 (WT) (Medical Terminology)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700444)
Prerequisite: ACCUPLACER Reading Score of 44 or 
higher

This course is a study of terminology used in all areas of 
medical and paramedical specialties.  Emphasis is placed 
on word-building techniques and understanding of typical 
medical reports. 
Richwoods and WCTC and Manual

MLT 110 (Introduction to the Medical Laboratory and 
Phlebotomy) (WT)
Early College Credit
1½ Unit of High School Credit (700455)
Prerequisites:  HEOCC 111 & 114 and Biology 106 or 
Biology 140
 
This course is an introduction to the clinical laboratory; its 
functions, its personnel structure, and its relationship to the 
total healthcare system.  Venipuncture techniques, micro 
puncture techniques, phlebotomy equipment, safe practices, 
and medico legal aspects are also studied. 
WCTC

HLTH 041 (Basic Life Support – CPR) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700447)
Corequisite: Paired with HLTH 112 and HLTH 116
Prerequisite:  Students must have successfully 
completed HEOCC 111 & HLTH121

This course presents the techniques of cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) and foreign body airway obstruction 
(FBAO) management.  Upon successful completion of 
written and skills evaluations, the student will be issued an 
American Heart Association Healthcare Provider card. 
WCTC 

HLTH 112 (Nursing Assistant Training) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700449)
This course is taught in conjunction with HLTH 041  
and HLTH 116
Prerequisite:  Students must have successfully 
completed HEOCC 111 & HLTH121

This course is designed to prepare the student to function 
as a nurse assistant in nursing homes.  Students will be 
required to complete a drug screen and background 
check in order to participate in the class.  
WCTC
 
HLTH 116 (Nurse Assistant: Alzheimer’s Disease)(WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700451)
Corequisite: Paired with HLTH 041 and HLTH 112
Prerequisite: Students must have successfully 
completed HEOCC 111 & HLTH121

This course is an introduction to the study of dementia, 
communication, care and treatment modalities, behavior 
issues and management techniques, activities, nutrition, 
family roles, community resources, and staff support. 
WCTC 
 
BEGINNING AUDIO/VISUAL PRODUCTION
1 Unit of Credit (700101/700102)
 
This course will provide students with the basic 
knowledge and skills necessary for television, video, 
film, and/or radio production.  Career opportunities 
within these fields are also explored.  Students will  
cover topics such as camera operation, use of graphics, 
and other visuals, lighting, audio techniques, editing, 
and production principles.
Richwoods



COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
½ Unit of Credit (700115)
Corequisite: This course is paired with Audio/
Video Production I and taken 1st Semester

This course will foster an awareness and understanding of 
the technologies used to communicate in our modern society.  
Students gain experience in the areas of design and drafting, 
radio and television broadcasting, computers in communication, 
photography, graphic arts, and telecommunications. 
Richwoods

AUDIO/VIDEO PRODUCTION I
½ Unit of Credit (700120)
Corequisite: Paired with Communication 
Technology and taken 2nd Semester
Prerequisite: Communication Technology

In this course students will be provided with the skills needed 
for a career in the technical aspects of radio and television 
broadcasting.  The course includes camera operations, basic 
audio and video editing, sound and lighting techniques, and 
sound mixing.  Students learn the operation, maintenance, 
and repair of video and DVD recording equipment, video/
digital cameras, microphones, computers, lighting/grip 
equipment, and other production equipment used in the video 
and audio production of television programs.  Students also 
learn to use, maintain, and repair various types of audio 
recorders, amplifiers, transmitters, receivers, microphones, 
and sound mixers to record and broadcast radio programs.    
Richwoods

BIOLOGY 106 (Human Biology) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (300772)
This course is taught in the Spring Semester
 
This course is designed for the student desiring knowledge 
relative to the gross structure and basic functioning of the hu-
man body.  This course meets the basic needs of all requiring 
in-breadth, but not in-depth, study of the human body. 
WCTC

AUDIO/VIDEO PRODUCTION II
1 Unit of Credit (700121/700122)
Prerequisite: Communication Technology & Audio/
Video Production I

In this course students will expand on the activities explored in 
level I.  Students will also work in a team-based environment 
to create a variety of video and audio related broadcasts.  
Instruction includes single and multi camera operations, linear 
and nonlinear video editing, production and post-production 
processes, animation graphics, sound mixing, multi-track 
production, audio editing, and special effects.  Students 
learn how to use digital editing equipment and software 
to electronically cut and paste video and sound segments 
together, as well as how to regulate and monitor signal 
strength, volume, sound quality, brightness, and clarity of 
outgoing signals.  This course also provides students with an 
understanding of the FCC and other governmental agencies’ 
regulations related to radio and television broadcasting.
Richwoods

IB FILM SL (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (700029/700030)

This course will require students to construct and deconstruct film 
texts, develop their creative and critical abilities, and enhance 
their appreciation and enjoyment of film.  Students will study film 
sequences, film-making traditions from more than one country, 
and will create, analyze and produce their own film.
Richwoods

BASIC HORTICULTURAL SCIENCE
1 Unit of Credit (700809/700810)

This course is designed to introduce students to the horticulture 
industry and provide them with basic plant science knowledge 
that can be further developed in advanced horticulture courses.  
Units of instruction will include horticulture research, horticultural 
careers, plant anatomy, seed germination, plant propagation, 
growing media, pest management, hydroponics, identifying 
horticultural plants, growing greenhouse crops, and floral design.  
Improving computer and workplace skills will be a focus.  

LANDSCAPING & TURF MANAGEMENT
1 Unit of Credit (700819/700820)
Prerequisite:  Basic Horticultural Science

This advanced course focuses on the landscape, nursery, and 
turf segments of the horticulture industry.  Units of instruction will 
include nursery production, turfgrass production, and maintenance 
of existing landscapes.  Agribusiness units will cover calculating 
prices for work, managing a horticulture business, advertising, and 
sales.  Improving computer and workplace skills will be a focus.
Richwoods

CULINARY ARTS I
2 Units of Credit (500477/500478)

This course includes classroom and laboratory experiences 
needed to develop a knowledge and understanding of culinary 
principles and nutrition for people of all ages.  Course content 
encompasses:  food service and preparation management using 
the decision-making process; meeting basic needs by applying 
nutrition concepts; meeting health, safety, and sanitation 
requirement; maximizing resources when planning/preparing/
serving food; applying hospitality skills; analyzing nutritional 
needs in relation to change; and career in nutrition and culinary 
arts, including entrepreneurship investigation.  
WCTC

CULINARY ARTS II (WT)
2 Units of Credit (500479/500480)

Culinary Arts II provides principles of application into 
the hospitality industry, including nutrition, culinary, and 
entrepreneurial opportunities.  Course content includes 
the following:  selection, purchase, preparation, and 
conservation of food, dietary needs and trends, regional 
& international cuisine, safety and sanitation, and career 
in food service industries.  All of these concepts can be 
interpreted through laboratory experiences.  
WCTC
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CHILD 110 (Introduction to Child Development)(WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700921)
This course is taught in the Fall Semester
Prerequisite:  ACCUPLACER Reading score of 90 or 
higher or ACT Reading score of 18 or higher
 
This course is designed to give an overview of the philosophy, 
history, and types of early childhood programs, including 
programs for the exceptional child, qualifications of 
personnel, techniques of observing and recording the actions 
and needs of children from birth to eight years of age. 
 
CHILD 120 (Human Growth and Development)(WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700922)
This course is taught in the Spring Semester
Prerequisite: ACCUPLACER Reading score of 90 or 
higher or ACT Reading score of 18 or higher
 
This course is the study of social, emotional, physical, and 
intellectual aspects of child growth and development.  It 
also covers prenatal through pre-adolescence development.  
Emphasis is placed on normal development of the young 
child; however, the student is also introduced to the 
deviations from the norm and to the implications for working 
with children in various developmental stages. 

CHILD 130 (Curriculum for Early Childhood Programs)(WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700923)
This course is taught in the Fall Semester
Prerequisite: CHILD 110 and CHILD 120 both with a 
grade of “C” or better or department approval. 

The principals involved in planning, implementing, and 
evaluating developmentally appropriate, evidence-based 
curriculum for young children are studied. The course focuses on 
relationships among developmental theory, philosophy, practice, 
and development of curriculum based on the needs and 
interests of young children, including those who are culturally, 
linguistically, and ability diverse. The analysis of a wide range 
of early childhood curriculum models is emphasized. Six field 
experiences will be required outside of class time.

CHILD 140 (Child, Family, and Community)(WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700943)
This course is taught in the Fall Semester
Prerequisite: ACCUPLACER Reading score of 90 or 
higher or ACT Reading score of 18 or higher

This course focuses on the diverse needs of the child within the 
context of family, school and community. The course will examine 
the interplay of diverse cultures, lifestyles, abilities, language and 
communication with the role of the early childhood environment and 
other community institutions. Students will gain an understanding of 
their professional role in supporting evidence-based practices that 
strengthen respectful, collaborative family/child partnerships through 
effective use of community and family resources.

CHILD 142 (Health, Safety, and Nutrition for the Young Child) 
(WT)
Early College Credit
1 Unit of High School Credit (700924)
This course is taught in the Spring Semester
Prerequisite: CHILD 110 and CHILD 120 both with 
a grade of “C” or better 

This course provides an overview of the health, safety and 
nutritional needs of young children and early childhood 
practices to ensure the health and well-being of each child 
in a group setting. Content includes roles and responsibilities 
of adults in meeting children’s diverse needs, the promotion 
of healthy life style practices, understanding common 
childhood illnesses and injuries, meeting health, nutrition 
and safety standards, and planning nutritious meals that are 
appropriate for each child.

CHILD 235 (Teaching Diverse Populations)(WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700944)
This course is taught in the Spring Semester
Prerequisite: ACCUPLACER Reading score of 90 or 
higher or ACT Reading score of 18 or higher

This course explores theories and processes for understanding 
and working with culturally diverse groups in educational 
settings, and implications for educational programs for 
children from birth to eight years. This course includes field 
experiences outside of class time and requires a current ICC 
background check.

EDUC 111 (Introduction to American Education)(WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700941)
This course is taught in the Fall Semester
Prerequisite: ACCUPLACER Reading score of 90 or 
higher or ACT Reading score of 18 or higher

An introduction to the field of American education, this 
course will cover history, philosophy, financing, legal 
aspects, and current issues of American education. 
Students will be given a general overview of how 
American schools came to be and how they function 
today. They will be introduced to the Illinois Professional 
Teaching Standards. Students will participate in a 
minimum of 15 documented clinical experiences 
involving observation of child learners and practitioners 
at work, according to specified guidelines.



EDUC 212 (Field Experience in Education)(WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700945)
This course is taught in the Fall Semester
Prerequisite: EDUC 111 with grade of ‘C’ or better

This course is designed to provide the student with 
practical experience in the public/private schools and/
or other educational agencies under the supervision of 
competent professional educators. The course is aligned 
with the Illinois Professional Teaching Standards and 
emphasizes the communication, responsibility, and 
collaboration dispositions needed for teaching.

EDUC 213 (Diverse Learners in the Classroom)(WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700940)
This course is taught in the Spring Semester
Prerequisite: ACCUPLACER Reading score of 90 or 
higher or ACT Reading score of 18 or higher

This course is a study of learners who are at risk of failure, 
who exhibit exceptional ability or disability, and those who 
may be English Language Learners. It is also the study of 
strategies educators use to meet their needs. It prepares 
the future teacher by providing knowledge of assistive 
technology, early intervention, differentiation, and universal 
design for learning needed to modify instruction and curricula 
for diverse learners included in the traditional classroom.

WELDING 121 (Stick Welding I)(WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700323)
This course is taught in the Fall Semester
 
This course is the first in a series of stick welding courses.  
The student will develop proficiency in the safe operation 
of the manual shielded metallic arc welding process in 
horizontal position to meet commercial quality standards.
Manual

WELDING 122 (Stick Welding II) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700324)
Prerequisite:  Welding 121
 
This course is a continuation of Welding 121.  The student will develop 
proficiency in the safe operation of the manual shielded metallic arc 
welding process in horizontal position to meet commercial quality 
standards.
Manual

WELDING 131 (Gas Metal Arc Welding MIG I) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700324)
Prerequisite:  Welding 121 & 122
 
This course is designed to broaden the knowledge and skill of the 
experienced production welder by developing proficiency in the safe 
operation of the semi-automatic arc welding processes.  Extensive 
practice in continuous wire gas shielded arc welding, arc cutting and 
surfacing to meet commercial quality standards for welding of structural 
grade steels will be included in the course.
Manual

WELDING 135 (Gas Metal Arc Welding MIG II) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700326)
Prerequisite:  Welding 131
 
This course is designed to advance the knowledge and skill of the 
experienced production welder by developing proficiency in the 
safe operation of the semi-automatic arc welding processes.  A 
review of wire gas shielded arc welding, flux cored gas shielded 
and unshielded welding, and arc cutting and surfacing to meet 
commercial quality standards for welding or structural grade steels 
will be included in this course. 
Manual

MANUFACTURING I
1 Unit of High School Credit (700343/700344)
Prerequisite:  Introduction to Technology and 
Engineering
 
This course focuses on manufacturing technologies which include 
traditional machining, numerical control machining and robotics, 
welding technology, computer aided drafting, statistical process 
control, technical writing and reading, and introductory metallurgy 
and metrology.  Students learn how the manufacturing processes 
are interrelated to produce a modern manufacturing product.  In 
addition to technical skills, course content will reflect integration of 
academic and workplace skills.
Manual
 
MANUFACTURING II
1 Unit of High School Credit (700345/700346)
Prerequisite:  Manufacturing I
 
This course continues training in a manufacturing field.  Students 
receive further instruction with the following:  welding, heat training, 
machining, assembly, and metallurgy.  In addition to technical skills, 
course content will reflect integration of academic and workplace skills. 
Manual
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The following seven courses make up the 2-year 
Emergency Services Program at WCTC and the following 
sequence is required to participate. 
• This is a two-year program.  
• Juniors in 2017-2018 will take EMS 112, FRSTK 110, FRSTK 

114, HLTH 041 and ORIEN 110. 
• New seniors to the program in 2017-2018 will take EMS 112, 

EMS114, FRSTK 110, FRSTK 113, FRSTK 114, and HLTH 041. 
These are new seniors who did not take classes as juniors. This 
is a one-time offering and this time frame/format will not be 
offered again. 

• Juniors in 2018-2019 will take EMS 112, FRSTK 110, FRSTK 
114, HLTH 041 and ORIEN 110. 

• Seniors in 2018-2019 will take EMS114 and FRSTK 113. 
• Students must have a good attendance and discipline record 

to participate in the program. 
• Students must be 18 years of age to sit for the EMT license.  If 

a senior doesn’t turn 18 until after graduation then they can sit 
for the exam at ICC once they are 18.

• Students must be 21 in order to be a Fire Fighter.
• Students will have an opportunity to participate in the 

Explorers program in the spring semester.
• A felony can eliminate the opportunity to participate in this 

program.

EMS 112 (Emergency Medical Responder) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (500488)

This course is designed to meet the emergency care training needs 
of those individual responding to the initial call for emergency 
care assistance such as police officers, firefighters, industrial health 
personnel, teachers, etc…  The Emergency Medical Responder 
provides care prior to the arrival of higher-level trained personnel 
such as EMT’s, Paramedics, nurses, or physicians.  Emphasis is 
placed on airway management, patient assessment, and treatment 
of medical or trauma emergencies. Upon successful completion of 
this course based on the ICC grading scale, students may apply to 
take the Emergency Medical Responder licensure exam.  
WCTC  

EMS 114 (Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) (WT)
Early College Credit
1 Unit of High School Credit (500489)
Prerequisite:  Students must have successfully 
completed EMS 112 based on the ICC grading scale

This course is designed to prepare students to care for 
the victims of medical and traumatic emergencies with an 
emphasis on the assessment of victims of illness and injury, 
and application of proper emergency care procedures.  
Upon successful completion of this course, students may 
apply to take the Illinois Department of Public Health or 
National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians EMT 
Licensure exam.
WCTC  

FRSTK 110 (Introduction to Fire Science) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (500485)
 
This course is designed to acquaint the student with the fire 
service, careers available, history, evaluation and survey of 
fire protection. 
WCTC  

FRSTK 113 (Fire Company Apparatus and Procedures) 
(WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (500487)
 
This course provides an understanding of the practices 
and procedures which permit the most efficient utilization 
of firefighting appliances and vehicles.  While elementary 
firefighting tactics and strategy will be introduced, the 
emphasis of this courses will be on apparatus design 
requirements, operation and maintenance necessary for 
effective and reliable fireground performance. 
WCTC  

FRSTK 114 (Firefighting Tactics and Strategy) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (500486)
Prerequisite:  Students must have successfully  
completed FRSTK 110 & 113 in the Fall

This course develops and understanding of the art and 
science of effective utilization of personnel, apparatus, 
equipment and extinguishing agents on the fireground.  
Emphasis will be placed on pre-fire planning, size-up 
and organization of the fireground situation, firefighting 
operations (ventilation, operation of hose streams, 
overhauling) and post-fire analysis and study. 
WCTC  

HLTH 041 (Basic Life Support – CPR) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700447)

This course presents the techniques of cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) and foreign body airway obstruction (FBAO) 
management.  Upon successful completion of written and 
skills evaluations, the student will be issued an American Heart 
Association Healthcare Provider card. 
WCTC   

ORIEN 110 (College Success) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (500409)

This course is designed to acquaint students with college 
life, community and academic resources, learning and 
study skills, problem-solving and success strategies.
WCTC  
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The following nine courses make up the 2-year Law 
Enforcement Program at WCTC and the following 
sequence is required to participate. 
• This is a two-year program.
• Juniors and seniors in 2017-2018 will take CRJ 110 

and CRJ 118 first semester, and CRJ 112 and CRJ 
130 second semester. 

• Juniors in 2018-2019 will take CRJ 110 and CRJ 118 
first semester, and CRJ 112 and CRJ 130 second 
semester. 

• Seniors in 2018-2019 will take CRJ 114, CRJ 121, 
CRJ 111 HLTH041 and EMS112. 

• Following completion of above courses, students 
may continue at Illinois Central College and earn a 
Law Enforcement Certificate. The graduating class of 
2019 will only need six additional hours to complete 
their certificate and may continue toward a transfer 
degree.

• Students must have a good attendance and 
discipline record to participate in the program. 

• Students must be 21 in order to be a Police Officer.
• Students will have an opportunity to participate in 

the Explorers program.
• A felony can eliminate the opportunity to participate 

in this program. 

CRJ 110  (Introduction to the Criminal Justice 
System) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (500500)
 
This course is a survey and analysis of the criminal 
justice system, including a historical and philosophical 
overview of its development, with special emphasis on 
the system’s components and the relationship among 
those components in the administration of criminal justice 
in America.       
WCTC               
 
CRJ 112 (Police Operation) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (500502)
 
This course is designed to acquaint the student with the 
basic services that are provided by police departments 
stressing the role and responsibility of the police in the 
prevention and control of adult crime. 
WCTC
 
CRJ 118 (Juvenile Delinquency) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (500504)
 
This course covers the history and philosophies of 
society’s reactions to juvenile behavior and problems. 
Interaction among the police, judiciary, and corrections 
are examined in the context of cultural influences. 
Theoretical perspectives of causation and control are 
examined.
WCTC

CRJ 130 (Introduction to Investigation) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (500506)
 
This course is designed to examine the techniques and 
problems involved in investigation of criminal cases. 
It includes theory and techniques of investigation, the 
questioning of witnesses and suspects, procedural problems 
involved in investigation, the collection and presentation of 
evidence, and preparation of cases. 
WCTC

CRJ 114  (Introduction to the Criminal Justice System) 
(WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (500503)

This course provides a basis to understanding the correctional 
system for those intending to pursue careers in the field of 
corrections or law enforcement. The course includes historical 
development, philosophy and variety of correctional 
methods. Included are institutional and post institutional 
techniques, probation and parole.
WCTC

CRJ 121  (Professional Standards in Criminal Justice) 
(WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (500505)
Prerequisite:  CRJ 110 with a grade of “C” or better.

This course provides a traditional and multimedia exploration 
of the field of criminal justice ethics and professional 
standards. This course broadly encompasses the history of 
justice, theories of morality, and police ethics from antiquity 
to the present. Five areas of ethical decision making 
opportunities are studied in this course: law enforcement 
ethics and professional standards, legal profession ethics, 
correctional ethics, policy making ethics, and forensic issues 
that relate specifically to the criminal justice system. The 
course will also cover topical studies and take advantage 
of current news stories as an opportunity to explore moral 
mistakes and triumphs in modern life in criminal justice. This 
will enable students to explore their own ethical and moral 
systems and how they make ethical/moral decisions.
WCTC

CRJ 111  (Selected Topics) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (500501)
Prerequisite:  CRJ 110 with a grade of “C” or better.

The content of this course varies from offering to offering to 
meet the changing needs of students and to allow exploration 
of topics more fully than can be addressed in survey courses. 
Each offering will present a unique investigation of a topic in 
criminal justice. 
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HLTH 041 (Basic Life Support – CPR) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (700447)

This course presents the techniques of cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) and foreign body airway obstruction 
(FBAO) management.  Upon successful completion of written 
and skills evaluations, the student will be issued an American 
Heart Association Healthcare Provider card. 
WCTC  

EMS 112 (Emergency Medical Responder) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (500488)

This course is designed to meet the emergency care training 
needs of those individual responding to the initial call for 
emergency care assistance such as police officers, firefighters, 
industrial health personnel, teachers, etc.  The Emergency 
Medical Responder provides care prior to the arrival of 
higher-level trained personnel such as EMT’s, Paramedics, 
nurses, or physicians.  Emphasis is placed on airway 
management, patient assessment, and treatment of medical 
or trauma emergencies. Upon successful completion of this 
course based on the ICC grading scale, students may apply 
to take the Emergency Medical Responder licensure exam.  
WCTC



STRATEGIC READING 
1 Unit of Credit (100415/100416) 

Students are selected to be in this course based on their 
reading and comprehension. Throughout the course, 
students learn how and when to use these strategies, 
gain ongoing experience with writing, and read relevant 
and authentic sources. 
 
ENGLISH I
1 Unit of Credit (100109/100110)

This course aligns with the Common Core State 
Standards for English Language Arts.  Students will 
practice concepts and skills that will promote mastery 
of English Language Arts strands. This course allows 
students to build upon their prior knowledge of 
grammar, writing, vocabulary, literature, speech and 
analyzing informational text.

ENGLISH 1 (Enriched WT)
1 Unit of Credit (100111/100112)

This course aligns with the Common Core State 
Standards for English Language Arts.  This course 
encompasses all aspects of regular division English I 
expectations.  Students work a more rigorous pace with 
deeper analysis. 

ENGLISH I ELL 
1 Unit of Credit (105109/105110)

This course aligns with the Common Core State 
Standards for English Language Arts.  Students will 
practice concepts and skills that will promote mastery 
of English Language Arts strands. This course allows 
students to build upon their prior knowledge of 
grammar, writing, vocabulary, literature, speech and 
analyzing informational text.

ENGLISH COMPOSITION
1 Unit of Credit (100509/100510)
  
English Composition (READING WRITING IN YOUR 
CAREERS) provides additional support for students who 
need more time to increase their literacy competency.  
This course will develop the writing processes and 
practices necessary for producing successful high school 
compositions.

ENGLISH II 
1 Unit of Credit (100119/100120)

This course offers a balanced focus on composition and 
literature.  Students learn about the alternate aims and 
audiences of written compositions by writing persuasive, critical, 
and creative multi-paragraph essays and compositions.  Through 
the study of various genres of literature, students can improve 
their reading rate, comprehension, and develop the skills to 
determine the author’s intent and theme. Students will be able 
to recognize the techniques used by the author to deliver his or 
her message.  Completion of this course meets one year of the 
writing-intensive course requirement necessary for graduation.

ENGLISH II (Enriched WT)
1 Unit of Credit (100121/100122)

This course offers an intensive, balanced focus on composition and 
literature.  Students learn about an author’s purpose and aim based 
on a specific audience, and they will use this knowledge in their 
own writing of persuasive, critical, and creative multi-paragraph 
compositions.  Students will learn to become more proficient in 
organizing and writing under timed conditions.  Through the 
study of various genres of literature, students will improve their 
comprehension and analysis skills to be able to determine the 
author’s intent and theme. Completion of this course meets one year 
of the writing-intensive course requirement necessary for graduation.

ENGLISH II ELL
1 Unit of Credit (105119/105120)

This course offers a balanced focus on composition and literature.  
Students learn about the alternate aims and audiences of written 
compositions by writing persuasive, critical, and creative multi-
paragraph essays and compositions.  Through the study of 
various genres of literature, students can improve their reading 
rate, comprehension and develop the skills to determine the 
author’s intent and theme. Students will be able to recognize 
the techniques used by the author to deliver his or her message.  
Completion of this course meets one year of the writing-intensive 
course requirement necessary for graduation.

The English curriculum allows students to have the language abilities they need to communicate effectively. 
In order to show progression with their skill development, common goals across the grade spans will be 
recognized. Emphasis is placed on what students should know and be able to progress through the various 
levels before exiting from high school. Students will work to earn half of the unit(s) of credit listed in the 
description for each semester, unless it is paired with another course.

eNGlISh ANd lANGUAGe ARTS
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ENGLISH III 
1 Unit of Credit (100129/100130)

This course includes work in advanced grammar and vocabulary 
building.  The formal investigative paper is introduced and a study 
of American literature to 1850 is conducted.  It also includes 
a study of American literature after 1850.  In addition, special 
emphasis is placed on vocabulary building and expository 
writing.  Completion of this course meets one year of the writing-
intensive course requirement necessary for graduation.

ENGLISH III (Enriched WT)
1 Unit of Credit (100131/100132)

This course is based on the works of American writers through 
1860 during the first semester; American writers from 1860 
through the present during the second semester.  Development 
of research techniques required for advanced academic 
work is emphasized with the culminating activity resulting in a 
formal research paper.  Sentence structure, phrase and clause 
recognition and use, and theme revision are major concerns.  
Learning to organize and to write responses to essay questions 
under timed conditions is introduced.  As with preceding 
Enriched English courses, vocabulary expansion and 
development of composition skills continue to be emphasized.  
Completion of this course meets one year of the writing-
intensive course requirement necessary for graduation.

ENGLISH III ELL
1 Unit of Credit (105129/105130)

This course includes work in advanced grammar and 
vocabulary building.  The formal investigative paper is 
introduced and a study of American literature to 1850 is 
conducted.  It also includes a study of American literature 
after 1850.  In addition, special emphasis is placed on 
vocabulary building and expository writing.  Completion 
of this course meets one year of the writing-intensive course 
requirement necessary for graduation.

ENGLISH IV
1 Unit of Credit (100139/100140)

This course aligns to the Common Core Standards for English 
Language Arts as well as the College and Career Readiness 
Anchor Standards.  Students will practice skills and concepts 
that will better prepare them for future college classes and/
or a career.  It includes collections of topically linked, complex 
texts - including more informational texts and literary nonfiction.  
Students in this course will analyze complex texts, cite and 
explain evidence, learn to reason critically, and comprehend 
information presented in a variety of media and formats.  

ENGLISH IV (Enriched WT)
1 Unit of Credit (100141/100142)

This course encompasses all aspects of regular division 
English IV standards and expectations.  Projects have 
been specifically selected to develop advanced reading in 
literature and informational texts, critical writing, speaking 
and listening, and language skills.  

ENGLISH IV ELL
1 Unit of Credit (105139/105140)

This course includes work on advanced grammar, 
sentence structure and an investigative paper.  It 
also includes a study of English literature through 
the Elizabethan Period.  The course also emphasizes 
expository and creative writing and vocabulary building.  
In addition, there is a study of English literature written 
after the Elizabethan Period.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
(Enriched WT)
Meets English III Requirement (Juniors Only)
1 Unit of Credit (100149/100150)
Recommendation:  B average in English II or 
teacher recommendation

Designed as an equivalent to an introductory college 
course, students will further develop language skills 
as they become more skilled readers and writers of 
complex prose.  Through their reading and writing, 
students will examine British, American and world texts 
written in a variety of rhetorical contexts.  This course 
includes analysis of the writer’s purpose, audience 
expectations, subjects, rhetorical devices, and various 
methods that contribute to a work’s effectiveness.  
Compositions will emphasize expository, analytical, and 
argumentative writing as well as personal and reflective.  
AP test preparation will simulate the essays and multiple 
choice tests. Students are required to take the AP exam.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LITERATURE 
(Enriched WT) 
Meets English IV Requirement (Seniors Only)
1 Unit of Credit (100249/100250)
Recommendation:  B average in English III or 
teacher recommendation

Designed as an equivalent to an introductory college 
course, work will require students to delve into careful 
reading and critical analysis of more challenging literary 
works including American, British and world novels, 
poetry, dramas and essays.  Students examine a work’s 
style, structure, themes and literary elements such as 
tone, figurative language, imagery, and symbolism.  AP 
test preparation will simulate the essays and multiple 
choice tests. Students are required to take the AP exam.



IB ENGLISH III HL (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (100133/100134)
Prerequisite:  Must be an IB Diploma Candidate

Through the intensive study of language with emphasis 
on world literature in a variety of genres, each course 
provides students with the opportunity to become 
aware of diverse cultural experiences common to man 
in his world.  By examining the authors’ craft and the 
wide range of experiences and emotions presented 
in the various works, the students will expand higher 
order thinking skills, develop effective oral and written 
communications, and cultivate an appreciation of and 
respect for diverse viewpoints.
Richwoods

IB ENGLISH IV HL (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (100143/100144)
Prerequisite:  Must be an IB Diploma Candidate

This course will provide students a continued study of 
poetry, drama, and world literature.  Emphasis is on 
oral commentary and preparation for the external 
assessments.  Upon completion of this course, students 
will be able to execute perceptive literary criticism with 
refinement and maturity and also will be able to display 
a discerning appreciation of themes, content, and style 
of the authors’ works.
Richwoods

ENGLISH 110 (Composition I) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of Credit towards high school graduation
ICC Fee Required (100711)
This course is taken first semester
Prerequisite:  ACCUPLACER Reading score of 90 
or higher or ACT Reading score 18 or higher.

This course will be used to improve your writing skills 
across the curriculum, specifically showing you what 
you will need to know to write successfully at the 
collegiate level.  It also will prepare you for a lifetime of 
written communication in your chosen profession.  This 
course progresses the student from writing expressive 
compositions (expressing the ideas of the writer), to 
writing referential compositions (explaining or analyzing 
the subject matter for the reader), to writing persuasive 
compositions (persuading an audience), through critical 
reading, discussion, exercises, conferences, and revision.  
The majority of the writing is referential.

ENGLISH 111 (Composition II) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of credit towards high school graduation
ICC Fee Required (100712)
Corequisite: This course is taken with English 110 and 
will be held second semester
Prerequisite: ENGLISH 110 with a grade of “C” or 
better

This course is a continuation of English 110.  This course 
progresses the student from writing analysis of and inquiring 
about issues to writing argumentative and persuasive 
compositions using research through critical reading, 
discussion, exercise, conferences, and revisions.  The majority 
of the writing is argumentative.

CREATIVE WRITING 
½ Unit of Credit (100519/100520)
Corequisite: Must be taken with Speech

This course offers students the opportunity to develop and 
improve their technique and individual style in poetry, 
short story, drama, essays, and other forms of prose.  The 
emphasis on the course is writing; however, students may 
study exemplary representations and authors to obtain a 
fuller appreciation of the form and craft.  

SPEECH
½ Unit of Credit (100309/100310)
Corequisite: Must be taken with Creative Writing

This course enables students, through practice, to develop 
communication skills that can be used in a variety of speaking 
situations.  Topics in the course can include research and 
organization, writing for verbal delivery, stylistic choices, 
visual and presentation skills, analysis and critique, and 
development of self-confidence. 

JOURNALISM 
1 Unit of Credit (100739/100740)

This course is a year-long course designed for students 
interested in newspaper journalism and yearbook 
publication, as well as developing their skills as a writer.  This 
intensive writing course is a study of the world of print and 
and online and broadcast media.  This course explores the 
contemporary media and the ethical responsibility issues 
inherent in the press today; including the following major 
units of study:  reporting, editing, writing, photography, 
advertising, design, management, and teamwork.  Students 
will write numerous original stories using varied structures 
and writing techniques.  Students will also learn to create 
computer generated layouts and graphics.
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ACADEMIC LANGUAGE 
1 Unit of Credit (105609/105610)

This class is for beginning ELL students.  The class 
provides skills in language practice.  Reading, 
writing, and listening activities are integrated through 
conversation and vocabulary development.

DEVELOPING COMMUNICATION IN THE 
CONTENT AREAS 
1 Unit of Credit (105709/105710)

This class is for ELL students who have had some 
previous instruction in English.  Instruction is provided in 
the four language skills of listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing.  Reading and class discussion focus on 
American culture.  

EXPANDING COMMUNICATION IN THE 
CONTENT AREAS
1 Unit of Credit (105711/105712)

This class is for intermediate ELL students who have had 
at least one year of English instruction.  Vocabulary, 
grammar, conversation, reading and writing skills are 
developed through literature. 

ELL LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 
1 Unit of Credit (105719/105720)
 
This class is for advanced ELL students who need to 
improve their reading and writing skills.  Vocabulary and 
grammar are taught through literature.  

ELL TUTORIAL 
1 Unit of Credit (105789/105790)

This class offers guided study assistance to help students 
with limited English proficiency to be successful in regular 
classes.  

BILINGUAL HEALTH 
½ Unit of Credit (805309/805310)

A semester of health is taught as part of the physical 
education in grade 9.  Health is a class that covers 
personal wellness, fitness, nutrition, and emotional well-
being of individuals.

BILINGUAL U.S. HISTORY 
1 Unit of Credit (405129/405130)

In this course students become aware of our American 
heritage and learn to appreciate it.  Moreover, they 
learn of the influence of past events and personalities on 
present day affairs.  Through reading, study, discussion, 
visual aids, research and writing, the student learns that 
the past is a prelude to the present.  A multi-cultural 
approach is used in the study of American history.  The 
first semester includes a review of topics relevant to the 
early development of the United States up to the period 
of Reconstruction.  An in depth study of events from the 
1890’s to the present makes up the second semester.

BILINGUAL BIOLOGY 
1 Unit of Credit (305109/305110)

This course is designed to give the student a general 
knowledge of the following areas: biology, zoology, 
botany, microbiology, genetics, ecology, and cytology.  
A constant effort is made to include recent scientific 
discoveries.  The course will stress the interrelationship 
of these areas and give a student the understanding 
that living things depend on each other.  The laboratory 
portion of this course includes animal dissections, as well 
as certain microscope and other laboratory exercise.

BILINGUAL ALGEBRA I 
1 Unit of Credit (205109/205110)

This course is the study of properties and operations of 
the real number system; evaluating rational algebraic 
expressions; solving and graphing first degree equations 
and inequalities; translating word problems into 
equations; operations with and factoring of polynomials; 
and solving simple quadratic equations.  This course is 
required for all students electing the college preparatory 
program of study.

eNGlISh lANGUAGe leARNeRS

The goal for English Language Learners (ELL) is to develop the English language proficiency necessary for 
academic success. Students will be administered a proficiency test that will indicate the appropriate level 
of the course. ELL students will be provided services at their home school until they meet the exit criteria as 
determined by the Illinois State Board of Education. When 20 or more ELL students who speak the same 
language are registered in one high school, native language instruction is required by the State Board of 
Education. A co-teaching model will be used for core courses. Students will work to earn half of the unit(s) of 
credit listed in the description for each semester, unless it is paired with another course.



ARABIC  I
1 Unit of Credit (600165/600166)

This course begins development of listening, speak-
ing, read- ing, and writing in the Arabic language. 
Listening and speaking precede reading and 
writing. Students are introduced to Arabic culture, 
customs, and geography.
Richwoods

FRENCH I    
1 Unit of Credit (600309/600310) 

This course begins development of listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing the French language.  Students 
are introduced to Francophone culture, customs, and 
geography.

FRENCH II 
1 Unit of Credit (600319/600320)
Prerequisite:  French I

This course continues to stress listening and speaking 
skills with increased emphasis on reading and writing.  
A major goal for students is to communicate their ideas 
in an oral/written format.  The development of cultural 
understanding will continue with the addition of Franco-
phone literature.

FRENCH III (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (600329/600330)
Prerequisite:  French II 

This course stresses increased integration of listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing.  The goal is exclusive 
use of French in the classroom.  Some literary selections 
are introduced.  The development of cultural under-
standing will continue with the addition of Francophone 
literature.  

FRENCH IV (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (600339/600340)
Prerequisite:  French III

This course places continued emphasis on communica-
tive skills with exposure to a wide variety of literatures.  
Stress is placed on the study of French history.  Cultural 
studies include some Francophone history.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT FRENCH (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (600349/600350)
Prerequisite: Recommendation - French IV or teacher 
recommended

Class content will focus on the communicative skills, listening, 
speaking, reading and writing, with the student assuming 
most of the responsibility for grammar review.  The student’s 
vocabulary and knowledge of Francophone countries will be 
enriched through a variety of authentic documents and liter-
ary works.  A class that is designated AP will assume a more 
intense pace, similar to university level class with required 
original compositions. Students are required to take the AP 
exam.

IB FRENCH B SL (WT)
2 Year Course (taken in the junior and senior year)
1 Unit of Credit (600359/600360 - year 1)
1 Unit of Credit (600361/600362 - year 2)
Prerequisite:  French IV or teacher recommended

The focus of this course is to enrich the students’ vocabulary, 
expand their knowledge of grammar and enhance their com-
municative skills.  Global contexts will be based on Franco-
phone issues (of or relating to the French speaking people).  
The student will be given the tools necessary to perform a 
variety of tasks and function in a global society.  The Na-
tional Goals for Foreign Language Learning (communication, 
culture, comparisons, connections, and communities), the Il-
linois State Goals, and the American Council on the Teaching 
of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Proficiency Guidelines will be 
references for instruction. Beginning with the class of 2015,   
IB French B SL will be a two-year course.
Richwoods

SPANISH FOR HERITAGE (SPANISH) SPEAKERS I 
1 Unit of Credit (600709/600710)

The course Spanish for Heritage Speakers Level I provides 
more advanced instruction directed at a student’s contin-
ued development of existing competencies in the Span-
ish language.  Students will continue to acquire skills that 
range from learning grammar and spelling, and developing 
specialized vocabulary through the study of other disciplines, 
to interpretation and analysis of different literary genres.  
Students will also increase their awareness and appreciation 
of different Hispanic cultures.  Students will compare and 
contrast language functions between Spanish and English and 
enhance their language skills in both languages.  Spanish is 
used exclusively in the classroom.

fOReIGN lANGUAGeS

In this ever-changing world, we have many diverse cultural and linguistic groups converging. The study of 
a second language becomes extremely important. The focus is on the role of the student in a multilingual, 
global society. Students will also develop insight into the nature of language and culture by comparing his/
her own language and cultures to others. Students will work to earn half of the unit(s) of credit listed in the 
description for each semester, unless it is paired with another course.
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SPANISH FOR HERITAGE (SPANISH) SPEAKERS II 
1 Unit of Credit (600711/600712)

The course Spanish for Heritage Speakers Level II provides 
more advanced instruction directed at student’s continued 
development of existing competencies in the Spanish language.  
Students will continue to acquire skills that range from learning 
grammar and spelling, and developing specialized vocabulary 
through the study of other disciplines, to interpretation and 
analysis of different literary genres.  Students will also expand 
their awareness and appreciation of different Hispanic cultures.  
They will compare and contrast language functions between 
Spanish and English and enhance their language skills in both 
languages.  Spanish is used exclusively in the classroom.

SPANISH I    
1 Unit of Credit (600109/600110) 

This course begins development of listening, speaking, read-
ing, and writing in the Spanish language.  Listening and 
speaking precede reading and writing.  Students are intro-
duced to Spanish culture, customs, and geography.

SPANISH II
1 Unit of Credit (600119/600129)
Prerequisite:  Spanish I

This course places a greater emphasis on reading and writing 
skills with the major goal for students being to communicate 
their ideas in an oral/written way.  The development of cul-
tural understanding will continue.

SPANISH III (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (600120/600130)
Prerequisite:  Spanish II

This course stresses increased integration of listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing.  The goal is exclusive use of Spanish in the 
classroom.  Literary selections are used for reading material.  
The cultural focus covers important events in Spanish history.

SPANISH IV (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (600139/600140)
Prerequisite:  Spanish III

This course continues to place an emphasis on reading and speak-
ing skills with exposure to a wide variety of literatures.  Stress is 
placed on more formal study of literature, advanced grammar, 
high level vocabulary and composition.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT SPANISH (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (600149/600150)
Recommendation: Spanish IV or teacher recommendation

This course places emphasis on the four basic communication 
skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing.  Listening com-
prehension and speaking activities are designed to enhance 
fluency in Spanish.  In addition, Spanish literature and syntax 
are studied in preparation for the AP exam. Students are 
required to take the AP exam.

IB SPANISH B SL (WT)
2 Year Course (taken in the junior and senior year)
1 Unit of Credit (600159/600160 - year 1)
1 Unit of Credit (600161/600162 - year 2)
Prerequisite:  Spanish IV or teacher recommended

This is a two-year course designed to prepare Spanish 
students for the IB exam, which takes place upon 
completion of the course.  The main focus of this course is 
to acquire the vocabulary and thematic conversational skills 
needed to complete the IB assessments.  The core of the IB 
Language B program is reading, writing and discussing a 
wide variety of topical subject matter. Beginning with the 
class of 2015, IB Spanish B SL will be a two -year course. 
Richwoods 
 
SPANISH 110 (Elementary Spanish I) (WT) 
Early College Credit
½ Unit of Credit towards high school graduation 
(600163)
ICC Fee Required
This course is taken first semester
Prerequisite:  (B) or higher in Spanish III
 
This course is designed to develop through the natural 
approach the four language skills in Spanish:  listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing.
 
SPANISH 111 (Elementary Spanish II) (WT) 
Early College Credit
½ Unit of Credit towards high school graduation 
(600164)
ICC Fee Required
This course is taken second semester
Prerequisite:  Spanish II0
 
This course is a continuation of Spanish 110 with em-
phasis on listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  This 
course is conducted primarily in Spanish.



PHYSICAL EDUCATION
1 Unit of Credit (800109/800110)

The Physical Education program focuses on areas of 
physical fitness, motor skills, social behavior, leadership, 
knowledge and appreciation, lifetime skills, leisure time, 
and emotional development.  The four recurring themes 
throughout the high school year are physical fitness, 
emotional development, leadership abilities, and social 
behavior.  The program emphasizes the cardiovascular 
fitness, weight training, team sports, swimming, and 
lifetime sports.

DRIVER EDUCATION
Fee Required for Behind-the-Wheel  
(800509/800510 - Classroom
  800511/800512 - BTW)

The Driver Education requirement is met by the 
graduation year.   Students are scheduled into Driver 
Education classes from Physical Education class or JROTC.  
In addition to classroom instruction in Driver Education, 
behind-the-wheel training is offered before and after 
school hours or in a four week summer program.  The 
teacher will schedule the 9 week class with PE or JROTC.

HEALTH
½ Unit of Credit (800309/800310)
This course will replace one semester of P.E.

A semester of health is taught as part of the physical 
education program.  Health is a class that covers 
personal wellness, fitness, nutrition, and emotional well-
being of individuals.

ADVANCED PHYSICAL EDUCATION
1 Unit of Credit (800119/800120)
Prerequisite:  Health and Physical Education

This course places an emphasis on skill development and 
game strategies for students who have a genuine interest 
in physical education.

WEIGHT TRAINING
1 Unit of Credit (800129/800130)
Prerequisite:  Health and Physical Education 

This course is designed for students interested in reaching 
their maximum body strength capabilities through weight 
training.  Various types of equipment will be used.

ADVANCED PHYSICAL FITNESS
1 Unit of Credit (800125/800126)
Prerequisite:  Health and Physical Education

This program of study includes calisthenics, running 
and weight training.  Emphasis is placed on improving 
cardiovascular endurance and muscular strength.

ARMY JUNIOR ROTC I
1 Unit of Credit (800609/800610)

This course includes instruction in the organization and 
functions of the U. S. Army, leadership skills, and life skills 
education.  The content of the course covers the history and 
evolution of the Army, including its structure, operations, 
customs and courtesies, maps and navigation, first aid, 
personal hygiene, and field sanitation.  This course also 
introduces students to the principles of leadership and 
citizenship.  
Manual Academy

ARMY JUNIOR ROTC II
1 Unit of Credit (800611/800612)
Prerequisite:  Army JROTC I

This course builds upon the content of JROTC I and includes 
ongoing instruction in leadership principles and citizenship; 
drill and ceremonies; organizational structure; command 
and staff relationships; functions and responsibilities; 
significant military campaigns and leaders; map-reading and 
orienteering; weapon safety and marksmanship; and survival 
training.
Manual Academy

ARMY JUNIOR ROTC III
1 Unit of Credit (800613/800614)
Prerequisite:  Army JROTC I and II

This course builds upon the content of JROTC I and II and 
gives more emphasis to leadership development.  A student 
will study the topics introduced at the earlier years at a more 
advanced level and are also provided with military service 
opportunities. 
Manual Academy

heAlTh, PhySICAl edUCATION ANd JROTC

The Illinois Learning Standards for Physical Development and Health allow our students the opportunity 
to enhance their health and well-being. Comprehensive physical development and health programs offer 
potential for enhancing the capacity of students’ minds and bodies. The goals and standards for physical 
development and health skills are identifying short and long term goals, following directions, and working
cooperatively with others. Students will work to earn half of the unit(s) of credit listed in the description for 
each semester, unless it is paired with another course.
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ARMY JUNIOR ROTC IV
1 Unit of Credit (800615/800616)
Prerequisite:  Army JROTC I, II, and III

This course focuses on practical leadership by assigning 
students to command and staff positions in which they present 
instruction to lower Army JROTC classes and continue to 
study and review staff functions and actions, staff-commander 
relationships, and leadership principles.  Topics introduced in 
earlier years may be studied at more advanced levels.
Manual Academy

MARINE CORPS JUNIOR ROTC I
1 Unit of Credit (800629/800630)

This course introduces the Marine Corps Junior ROTC 
program with an emphasis on personal growth and 
responsibility along with general military subjects.  This 
course includes physical training, health education including 
hygiene, first aid, nutrition, and substance abuse prevention, 
and communication skills.  This course also introduces 
students to the study of Marine Corps values and code of 
conduct, drill and ceremony, military uniforms, customs and 
courtesies, military history, and the Marine Corps structure 
and chain of command. 
Richwoods

MARINE CORPS JUNIOR ROTC II
1 Unit of Credit (800631/800632)
Prerequisite:  Marine Corps JROTC I

This course builds upon the content of JROTC I.  The 
course emphasizes personal growth and responsibility, 
leadership, and citizenship along with military subjects that 
typically include the mission, organization, and history 
of the Marine Corps; geography, maps, and navigation; 
drill and ceremony; and military justice.  Students learn 
about such leadership skills as authority, responsibility, 
and accountability and citizenship topics including U.S. 
government structures, documents, and symbols.  
Richwoods

MARINE CORPS JUNIOR ROTC III
1 Unit of Credit (800633/800634)
Prerequisite:  Marine Corps JROTC I and II

This course continues to build upon prior Marine Corps 
Junior ROTC courses.  The course includes leadership 
practice, including training, inspection and evaluation; 
public service career opportunities; and citizenship 
responsibilities.  The course will also cover personal 
skills such as financial planning, saving and investing, 
and evaluating credit and insurance terms.  Students will 
also learn about the structures of other armed service 
branches, advance their mapping and navigation skills, 
and may study firearm use, safety, and marksmanship.  
Students will continue to learn teamwork, Marine Corps 
history, and military principles.    
Richwoods

MARINE CORPS JUNIOR ROTC IV
1 Unit of Credit (800635/800636)
Prerequisite:  Marine Corps JROTC I, II, and III

This course focuses on the practical application of skills 
learned throughout the program such as leadership, 
communication (written and verbal), personal growth, 
and public service.  These courses emphasize drill 
and ceremony, physical fitness, marksmanship, land 
navigation, and military history at more advanced levels 
than in previous courses.  
Richwoods



TRANSITION ALGEBRA  (TAMS)
1 Unit of Credit (200105/200106)

This course provides students with the motivation, skills, 
and approaches they need to succeed in Algebra and 
Geometry.  The main topics include rational numbers, 
coordinate geometry, measurement, data, and variables 
and functions.  Special emphasis is placed on developing 
students’ abilities to call upon their informal mathemati-
cal knowledge, discuss their mathematical thinking, and 
problem solve.  

ALGEBRA I 
1 Unit of Credit (200109/200110)

This course is the study of properties and operations of 
the real number system; evaluating rational algebraic 
expressions; solving and graphing first degree equa-
tions and inequalities; translating word problems into 
equations; operations with and factoring of polynomials; 
and solving simple quadratic equations.  This course is 
required for all students electing the college preparatory 
program of study.

ALGEBRA I (Enriched WT)
1 Unit of Credit (200111/200112)

This course is the study of properties and operations of 
the real number system; evaluating rational algebraic 
expressions; solving and graphing first degree equa-
tions and inequalities; translating word problems into 
equations; operations with and factoring of polynomials; 
and solving simple quadratic equations.  Students tak-
ing this course must be able to progress at a rapid rate 
and to engage in problem solving at a level ordinarily 
considered to be beyond the scope of a basic course in 
algebra.  This course is required for all students electing 
the college preparatory program of study.

PRINCIPLES OF GEOMETRY (Geometry Foundations)
1 Unit of Credit (200305/200306)

This course is designed to study concepts in geometry, 
statistics, and probability to prepare students for geom-
etry.  Principles of Geometry helps students learn missing 
mathematical components, develop new concepts, 
broaden depth of understanding, and strengthen skills 
and mathematical reasoning. 

GEOMETRY 
1 Unit of Credit (200309/200310)
Prerequisite: Algebra I

This course is centered upon the study of Euclidean geometry, 
considering various geometric figures and their properties.  
Students develop inductive and deductive reasoning skills as 
they learn the basics of geometry.  Students constantly apply 
their knowledge of algebra as well as previously learned 
geometric ideas to new situations in plane geometry, coordi-
nate geometry and three-dimensional geometry.

GEOMETRY (Enriched WT)
1 Unit of Credit (200311/200312)
Prerequisite: Algebra I (Enriched) or “B” average or 
above in Algebra I. 

This course is centered upon the study of Euclidean geom-
etry, considering various geometric figures and their proper-
ties, proofs, and applications.  Students develop inductive 
and deductive reasoning skills as they learn the elements of 
formal logic.  Students constantly apply their knowledge of 
algebra as well as previously learned geometric ideas to new 
situations in plane geometry, coordinate geometry, three-
dimensional geometry, and related applied areas.  Geometry 
topics will be addressed from an advanced viewpoint.  

MATHEMATICAL INVESTIGATIONS 
1 Unit of Credit (200709/200710)
Prerequisite: Grade 11 status and Algebra I (or equiva-
lent)

This course is designed to provide the opportunities to inves-
tigate the applications of real numbers and algebra through 
geometry, trigonometry, data analysis, statistics and prob-
ability.  The course also puts an emphasis on modeling and 
problem solving.

TRANSITION TO COLLEGE MATHEMATICS 
1 Unit of Credit (200715/200716)
Prerequisite: Three Years of High School Math

This course is intended to prepare students for college level 
mathematics or the workforce.  Students will build on and de-
velop their understanding of number, algebra, and statistics.

mAThemATICS

Mathematics is a language we use to identify, describe, and investigate the patterns and challenges of 
everyday living. It helps us to understand the events that have occurred and to predict and prepare for events 
to come so that we can more fully understand our world. Mathematics is much more than a collection of 
concepts and skills; it is a way of approaching new challenges through investigating, reasoning, visualizing, 
and problem solving with the goal of communicating the relationships observed and problems solved
to others. Students will work to earn half of the unit(s) of credit listed in the description for each semester, 
unless it is paired with another course.
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ALGEBRA II
1 Unit of Credit (200119/200120)
Prerequisite: Algebra I and Geometry 

This course extends a student’s knowledge of algebraic top-
ics.  Students are introduced to a deductive study of number 
systems.  It also covers linear, quadratic, exponential, and 
logarithmic functions – rational and radical.  

ALGEBRA II (Enriched WT)
1 Unit of Credit (200121/200122)
Prerequisite: A “B” average or above in Algebra I 
Enriched and Geometry Enriched is recommended 

This course extends a student’s knowledge of algebraic top-
ics.  Students are introduced to a deductive study of number 
systems and to linear, quadratic, exponential, and logarith-
mic functions.  This course also has more emphasis on model-
ing and function analysis, conic sections and relations.

TRIGONOMETRY/ALGEBRA V
1 Unit of Credit (200409/200410)
Prerequisite: Algebra II

This course reviews and extends topics from Algebra II and 
expands into the advanced algebra topics of complex num-
bers, logarithms, matrices, sequences, theory of equations, 
and the binomial theorem.  This functional study of trigonom-
etry emphasizes the circular approach with applications, 
identities, inverses and graphing as central topics.

TRIGONOMETRY/ALGEBRA V (Enriched WT)
1 Unit of Credit (200411/200412)
Prerequisite: Algebra II (Enriched or teacher recommendation)

This course includes a more intensive study of Algebra II, trigo-
nometry, and standard pre-calculus topics including mathemati-
cal induction, complex numbers, vector algebra, sequences 
and series, theory of equations, and binomial theorem.

STATISTICS
1 Unit of Credit (200609/200610)
Prerequisite: Algebra II

In this course, students extend their study of descriptive statis-
tics and are introduced to inferential statistics.  Topics include: 
measures of central tendency and variation, correlation, 
probability, probability distributions, experimental design and 
sampling, and hypothesis testing.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT STATISTICS (Enriched WT)
1 Unit of Credit (200649/200650)
Prerequisite: Recommendation - Algebra II 

This course follows the College Board’s suggested curricu-
lum designed to parallel college-level statistics.  It introduces 
students to major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing 
and drawing conclusions from data.  Students are exposed to 
four broad conceptual themes:  exploring data, sampling and 
experimentation, anticipating patterns, and statistical infer-
ence. Students are required to take the AP exam.

CALCULUS (Enriched WT)
1 Unit of Credit (200509/200510)
Prerequisite: Trigonometry/Algebra (Enriched)

This course includes the study of derivatives, differentia-
tion, integration, the definite and indefinite integral, 
and applications of calculus.  There is a combination of 
trigonometry, elementary functions, analytic geometry, 
and math analysis.  

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS AB  
(Enriched WT)
1 Unit of Credit (200549/200550)
Prerequisite: Recommendation - Trigonometry/Algebra 

This course follows the College Board’s suggested cur-
riculum designed to parallel college-level courses.  AP 
Calculus AB provides students with an intuitive under-
standing of the concepts of calculus and experience with 
its methods and applications.  It includes the following 
topics:  elementary functions, properties of functions and 
their graphs, limits and continuity, differential calculus, 
and integral calculus. Students are required to take the 
AP exam.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS BC (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (200551/200552)
PreRequisite: AP Calculus AB or Instructor Approval

This course follows the College Board’s suggested curric-
ulum designed to parallel college-level calculus courses.  
AP Calculus BC provides students with an intuitive under-
standing of the concepts of calculus and experience with 
is methods and applications, and also require additional 
knowledge of the theoretical tools of Calculus.  It in-
cludes the following topics:  vector functions, parametric 
equations, and polar coordinates.  Rigorous definitions 
of finite and nonexistent limits, derivatives of vector func-
tions and parametrically defined functions, advanced 
techniques of integration and advanced applications of 
the definite integral, and sequence and series are also 
covered.

MATH 110 (Concepts of Mathematics) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of Credit towards high school graduation
ICC Fee Required (200719)
This course is taken first semester
Prerequisite:  ACCUPLACER Reading score of 90 
or higher or ACT Reading score 18 or higher. As 
well as test in College level math, or score a 23 or 
higher on the math ACT.

This course introduces the nature of mathematics through a 
study of elementary logic, set theory, statistics, geometry, and 
the mathematics of finance.  The course will focus on math-
ematical reasoning and real-life problem solving.  This is not in-
tended to be a survey course or a math appreciation course.  
MATH 110 will satisfy three of the six general education credit 
hours in mathematics needed for the transfer degree.



MATH 111 (General Education Statistics) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of Credit towards high school graduation
ICC Fee Required (200720)
This course is taken second semester
Prerequisite: Math 110

This course includes a study of frequency distribution, 
graphs (histograms, pie charts, etc.), measures of location 
(mean, median, mode, and percentile), measures of disper-
sion (variance, standard deviation), probability, estimating 
and predicting, normal distribution, binomial distribution, 
and correlation.  This course is intended to meet the three 
hours of math general education requirements for the 
Associate in Arts and Science Degree.  It is not intended 
as a replacement for pre-calculus statistics.  This course will 
emphasize the quantitative portion of descriptive statistics—
gathering, analyzing, presenting, and interpreting data.

IB MATHEMATICS HL (WT)
2 Year Course
1 Unit of Credit (200731/200732 - year 1)
1 Unit of Credit (200733/200734 - year 2)

IB Mathematics is a two-year, higher level course designed to serve 
students who have the desire to go into a field which requires sig-
nificant mathematical content (i.e., chemistry, economics, geogra-
phy, business administration, etc.)  In this course, students demon-
strate mathematical skills, conceptual understanding, and apply 
mathematical methods of clear reasoning and thought to problems 
in many different areas of mathematics.  Additional calculus topics 
beyond the AB outline are covered as well as further development 
and review of probability, vectors, and matrices.  
Richwoods

IB MATHEMATICAL STUDIES SL (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (200741/200742)

This course is designed for students with varied backgrounds 
and abilities in mathematics.  The skills needed to cope with the 
mathematical demands of a technological society are devel-
oped with emphasis on the application of mathematics to real 
life situations.  Major topics include functions, computation, sta-
tistics, probability sets, logic, business techniques, matrices, vec-
tors, and trigonometry.  A substantial piece of personal research 
in the form of a project is a requirement of this course.  
Richwoods
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BIOLOGY 
1 Unit of Credit (300109/300110)

This course is designed to give the student a general knowl-
edge of the following areas: biology, zoology, botany, 
microbiology, genetics, ecology, and cytology.  A constant 
effort is made to include recent scientific discoveries.  The 
course will stress the interrelationship of these areas and give 
a student the understanding that living things depend on each 
other.  The laboratory portion of this course includes animal 
dissections, as well as certain microscope and other labora-
tory exercises.

BIOLOGY (Enriched WT)
1 Unit of Credit (300111/300112)

This course is open to students who have earned above aver-
age grades in middle school, and who are thinking in terms 
of entering one of the branches of science or technology as 
their life’s work.  Biology Enriched stresses and develops the 
experimental and investigative approach to the life sciences.  
The concepts of molecular biology, physiology, genetics, 
ecology, and botany are the foundations of each topic 
throughout the course.  Topics are supplemented by group 
discussions, lectures, open-ended experiments, co-curricular 
reading, and supervised individual research when applica-
ble.  The ultimate goal of this course lies in the interpretation, 
analysis, and utilizations of the phenomena studied rather 
than the mere recall of a large number of facts. It is expected 
that students enrolled in this course will move on to enriched 
courses in chemistry and physics in their sophomore and 
junior years, respectively.  Students in the enriched program 
may enroll in advanced courses in chemistry, biology, or 
physics in their senior year.  The laboratory portion of this 
course includes a required animal dissection.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (300149/300150)
Lab Fee Required
Prerequisite: Biology and Chemistry 
Physics is highly recommended 
At least a “B” average in Biology, Chemistry, or Phys-
ics is recommended

This course is designed to be equivalent to an introductory 
college biology course usually taken in the first year of col-
lege and meets the objectives outlined by the College Board.  
Students study major themes that include molecules and cells, 
heredity, evolution, organisms, and populations. Students are 
required to take the AP exam.

ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY (Enriched WT)
1 Unit of Credit (300709/300710)
Prerequisite: Biology and Chemistry 

This course deals with the structure and function of the human 
organism.  It is recommended for students interested in pre-
medical, pre-dental, pre-nursing, and other health-related ser-
vices or for students planning to major in physical education 
at the college level.  It is a lecture-laboratory-centered course 
that includes an 8-12 week unit on a large mammal dissection 
and some written research reports and/or projects.

CHEMISTRY 
1 Unit of Credit (300309/300310)
Prerequisite: Student must have successfully completed 
the equivalent of Algebra I - at least a “C” average is 
recommended

This course is the study of basic concepts of the structure, 
composition, and properties of matter and the energy 
relationships involved.  This course is designed to stress 
descriptive chemistry.  An attempt has been made to 
limit the use of mathematics as much as possible, but the 
student should, at a minimum, be able to manipulate 
fractions, calculators and interpret percents, set up and 
solve simple ratio and proportion problems, set up and 
solve simple formulas involving basic algebra, and express 
and manipulate large numbers utilizing scientific notation.  
During the course, students will be required to memorize 
certain key symbols, chemical formulas, technical terms 
and scientifically significant numbers.  Chemistry provides 
a minimum background for those who intend to take a 
beginning college level course in chemistry.

CHEMISTRY (Enriched WT)
1 Unit of Credit (300311/300312)
Prerequisite: Algebra I and teacher recommendation - 
at least a “B” average in this course is recommended

This course includes the basic concepts covered in Chemistry; 
however, special emphasis is placed on general chemical 
principles and chemistry as a quantitative science.  Math-
ematical applications are stressed.  This course is an integral 
part of the four year enriched science program and provides 
a firm college preparatory background in chemistry.  The 
methodology of the course is designed to stimulate growth 
of logic and deductive/inductive reasoning ability.  The 
course consists of lectures, demonstrations, and laboratory 
investigations with emphasis on the latter as a means to 
develop observation and interpretation skills.

SCIeNCe edUCATION

Science is a creative endeavor of the human mind. It offers a special perspective of the natural world in 
terms of understanding and interaction. The goal of science education is to develop in students a rich and full 
understanding of the inquiry process; the key concepts and principles of life, physical, and earth sciences. 
Students will work to earn half of the unit(s) of credit listed in the description for each semester, unless it is 
paired with another course.
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (300349/300350)
Lab Fee Required
Recommendation: Chemistry and Algebra II;  
Physics is highly recommended.
At least a “B” average in Chemistry, Algebra II, 
and Physics is recommended.

This course is a rigorous treatment of general chemical 
principles with emphasis on chemistry as a quantitative 
and laboratory based science.  It is designed to be the 
equivalent of a general chemistry course usually taken in 
the first year of college and meets the objectives outlined 
by the College Board.  Students will study topics such 
as structure of matter, states of matter, reactions, and 
descriptive chemistry. Students are required to take the 
AP exam.

PHYSICS 
1 Unit of Credit (300509/300510)
Prerequisite: Geometry and Algebra II 
At least a “C” average in Geometry and Algebra II 
is recommended.

This course is a combination of traditional and the newer 
analytical approaches to the subject.  Particular emphasis 
is given to mechanics, wave motion, light, and electric-
ity.  Atomic and nuclear energy are also included which 
expand upon concepts the student learned in chemistry.  
Physics serves as an excellent example of application 
of mathematics and should be taken by mathematically 
inclined students.  Some basic trigonometry concepts are 
taught relative to the vector nature of physical phenomena.  
Dimensional analysis is stressed which is vitally important 
in college science and engineering courses.

PHYSICS (Enriched WT)
1 Unit of Credit (300511/300512)
Prerequisites: Geometry Enrinched and Algebra II 
Enrinched. At least a “C” average in Geometry and 
Algebra II is recommended.

This course covers modern concepts of physics using a lab-
oratory approach.  It is a combination of traditional and 
the newer analytical approaches to the subject.  Particular 
emphasis is given to mechanics, wave motion, light, and 
electricity.  Atomic and nuclear energy are also included 
which expand upon concepts the student learned in chem-
istry.  Physics serves as an excellent example of application 
of mathematics and should be taken by mathematically 
inclined students.  Some basic trigonometry concepts are 
taught relative to the vector nature of physical phenomena.  
Dimensional analysis is stressed which is vitally important 
in college science and engineering courses.  

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS I (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (300549/300550)
Lab Fee Required
Prerequisites: Geometry Enrinched and Algebra II 
Enrinched 
Recommendation: Chemistry Enriched

This course is designed to be equivalent to a non-calculus 
college course usually taken in general physics and meets the 
objectives outlined by the College Board. In this course, em-
phasis is placed upon systematic methods of solving problems.  
Topics include Newtonian mechanics (motion, work, energy, 
and power), fluid mechanics, and Thermal Physics (pressure, 
buoyancy, temperature and heat, gas laws), electricity and 
magnetism, waves and optics, and atomic and nuclear physics. 
Students are encouraged to take the AP exam.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS II (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (300553/300554)
Lab Fee Required
Prerequisite: Advanced Placement Physics I
 
This course is designed to be equivalent to an Algebra-Based 
Physics college course and meets the objectives outlined by 
the College Board.  The course covers fluid mechanics; ther-
modynamics; electricity and magnetism; optics; and atomic 
and nuclear physics.  Students are encouraged to take the AP 
exam.

PHYSICAL SCIENCE
1 Unit of Credit (300719/300720)
Prerequisite: Algebra I
 
This course provides a basic knowledge of both chemistry and 
physics.  The curriculum includes the study of the structure of 
atoms, structure, and properties of matter, motions, and forces.  
It also covers conservation of energy, matter, and charge.  (This 
course does not qualify as a laboratory course as defined by 
most colleges and universities.)  

EARTH SCIENCE 
1 Unit of Credit (300729/300730)

This course is a practical study of the earth, its matter, its 
features, its forces, its processes, and its place in the universe.  
Attention is given to important principles, concepts, and sci-
entific processes that serve as a framework for understanding 
and interpreting the general characteristics of the earth and its 
matter.  The students are taught to recognize and appreciate 
the applications of these principles, concepts, and processes to 
everyday living.  The topics in this course include the study of 
physical geology, historical geology, meteorology, oceanogra-
phy, and astronomy.  (This course does not qualify as a labora-
tory course as defined by most colleges and universities.)
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENVIRONMENTAL  
SCIENCE (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (300749/300750)
Recommendation: Biology, and Algebra I 

This course is designed to be equivalent to an introductory college 
course usually taken in the first year of college and meets the objec-
tives outlined by the College Board. The purpose of this course is to 
provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and method-
ologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural 
world, to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural 
and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with these 
problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving or pre-
venting them. Students are required to take the AP exam.

BIOLOGY 140 (Human Anatomy and Physiology) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of Credit (300770)
Lab Fee Required
Corequisite: This course is taught in the Fall and paired 
with Forensics
Prerequisite:  ACCUPLACER Reading score of 90 or 
higher or ACT Reading score 18 or higher.

This course presents an investigation of human organisms on the 
cellular, histological, and organ systems level of development.  
Relationships of anatomy and physiology are considered.
Richwoods

BIOLOGY 106 (Human Biology) (WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit of High School Credit (300772)
This course is taught in the Spring Semester
 
This course is designed for the student desiring knowledge 
relative to the gross structure and basic functioning of the hu-
man body.  This course meets the basic needs of all requiring 
in-breadth, but not in-depth, study of the human body. 
WCTC

FORENSIC SCIENCE
½ Unit of Credit (300771)
This course is taught in the Spring Semester in conjunc-
tion with HLTH 121
Lab Fee Required
Corequisite: 2nd semester only and paired with Biol-
ogy 140 (must take both classes)

The focus of the course will introduce students to some of the 
specialized fields of forensic science, the principles of science 
and technology upon which they are based, and the application 
of these principles to various analyses of crime scene evidence.  
The laboratory experience will involve simple analyses based 
upon physical methods such as thin-layer chromatography and 
complex analyses.  Students will work in cooperative learning 
groups and will experience the following:  crime scene inves-
tigation methods, examining physical evidence, toxicology, 
serology, DNA, trace evidence, fire investigation, fingerprints, 
document examination, and the analysis of glass.  
Richwoods

IB BIOLOGY HL (WT)
2 Year Course
1 Unit of Credit (300189/300190 - year 1)
1 Unit of Credit (300191/300192 - year 2)
Lab Fee Required
Prerequisite:  Biology Enriched and Chemistry 
Enriched

This two-year course is comparable to two college biol-
ogy courses.  Students learn about cell theory, the chem-
istry of living things, plant science, genetics, and organ-
isms/populations. Laboratory work encourages higher 
level thinking skills, the operation of scientific equipment 
and technical writing.  Students also engage in activities 
which develop statistical analysis skills, and which make 
them aware of how scientists work with each other. 
Richwoods

IB CHEMISTRY SL (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (300389/300390)
Lab Fee Required
Prerequisite:  Chemistry Enriched, Algebra II or 
higher 

This is the equivalent of a college chemistry course.  Top-
ics include equilibrium, bonding, kinetics, thermodynam-
ics, organic, and descriptive chemistry.  Student labora-
tory experience is a major component of the course. 
Richwoods

IB PHYSICS (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (300589/300590)
Lab Fee Required
Prerequisite: Algebra II Enriched, Geometry En-
riched, and recommended concurrent enrollment in 
an IB Math class

This course is designed for IB students who have a high in-
terest in Physics.  Topics include mechanics, kinetic theory, 
wave phenomena, electricity, magnetism, thermodynam-
ics, and particle physics. 
Richwoods
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AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY
½ Unit of Credit (400109/400110)
Corequisite: This course must be taken with Ameri-
can Justice

This course is a study of the social, economic, and 
political history of African-Americans from their African 
origins to the present.  This class focuses on a constant 
reflection and comparison of the past with the present, 
prompting students to think analytically. 

AMERICAN JUSTICE
½ Unit of Credit (400409/400410)
Corequisite: This course must be taken with African-
American History

This course is designed to provide a deeper understanding of the 
nature of American democracy and the unique position citizens 
hold in American democracy.  Students are taught to understand 
the structure of the American legal system, how the legal process 
works, and how individual rights and obligations are interrelated.

AMERICAN HISTORY 201 (American History to 1877) 
(WT)  
Early College Credit
½ Unit Credit (400795)
ICC Fee Required
This course is taken first semester
Prerequisite: ACCUPLACER Reading score of 90 or 
higher or ACT Reading score 18 or higher.
 
This course traces the history of the United States from the 
pre-Columbian period through the Civil War and its aftermath.  
Topics include the clash between the American view of self-gov-
ernment and the English concept of empire; the achievement of 
independence; the formulation and implementation of federal 
government; the rise and development of political parties; 
changing concepts of democracy; the Westward movement; 
sectional controversy; the Civil War; and Reconstruction.

AMERICAN HISTORY 202 (American History since 1877) (WT)
Early College Credit  
½ Unit of Credit (400796)
ICC Fee Required
This course is taken second semester
Prerequisite: American History 201
 
This course traces the history of the United States from the end 
of Reconstruction to the present.  Topics include western expan-
sion and the impact of the frontier; the growth and develop-
ment of an industrial economy; responses to industrialization; 
reform and the meaning of American democracy; the United 
States and World War I; the 1920’s, the Depression and the 
New Deal; World War II;, and the United States since 1945.

WORLD GEOGRAPHY 
1 Unit of Credit (400309/400310)

This course provides students with an overview of the East-
ern and Western Hemisphere.  It covers topics such as the 
physical environment, the political landscape, the relationship 
between people and the land, economic production and de-
velopment, and the movement of people, goods, and ideas.  

WORLD HISTORY 
1 Unit of Credit (400119/400120)

This course is devoted to the historical and cultural study 
of man as found in the development of political systems, 
society, economics, and religion from prehistory to the pres-
ent.  Extensive study is done in Asian and African as well as 
European history.

WORLD HISTORY (Enriched WT)
1 Unit of Credit (400121/400122)

This is a course which allows the student greater opportunity 
for a more intensive study of the subject.  Additional projects, 
not found in basic World History, are required in this course.

SOCIAl STUdIeS

The Social Studies curriculum helps students develop the ability to make informed and reasoned decisions  
for the public good as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world. 
Students will have a broad understanding of political and economic systems. They will better understand 
events, trends, personalities and movements in local, state, national, and world history. Students will work 
to earn half of the unit(s) of credit listed in the description for each semester, unless it is paired with another 
course.
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT WORLD HISTORY (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (400123/400124)

AP World History is designed to be the equivalent of a two-
semester introductory college or university world history course. 
In AP World History students investigate significant events, 
individuals, developments, and processes in six historical periods 
from approximately 8000 B.C.E. to the present. Students develop 
and use the same skills, practices, and methods employed by 
historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; developing 
historical arguments; making historical comparisons; and utilizing 
reasoning about contextualization, causation, and continuity and 
change over time. The course provides five themes that students 
explore throughout the course in order to make connections 
among historical developments in different times and places: 
interaction between humans and the environment; development 
and interaction of cultures; state building, expansion, and conflict; 
creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems; and 
development and transformation of social structures.

WORLD HISTORY 117 (Early Western Civilization) (WT)  
Early College Credit
½ Unit of Credit (400797)
ICC Fee Required
This course is taken first semester
Prerequisite: ACCUPLACER Reading score of 90 or 
higher or ACT Reading score 18 or higher.
 
This course presents an introduction to the history of Western Civilization 
in the Ancient, Medieval, and Renaissance periods.  Major topics in-
clude origins of civilization, the Hebrews, Greek and Roman civilization; 
origins and development of Christianity, Medieval society and economy, 
the rise of national monarchies, the Renaissance, the Protestant Reforma-
tion, and the origins of modern economic and political concepts.

WORLD HISTORY 118 (Modern Western Civilization) (WT)  
Early College Credit
½ Unit of Credit (400798)
ICC Fee Required
This course is taken second semester
Prerequisite: World History 117
 
This course presents an introduction to the history of Europe 
and its relationships with the world since the Renaissance.  
Major topics include development of science and technology, 
capitalism and industry, liberalism, imperialism, nationalism, 
socialism, totalitarianism, and international relations. 

UNITED STATES HISTORY 
1 Unit of Credit (400129/400130)
Junior Course

In this course students become aware of our American heritage and 
learn to appreciate it.  Moreover, they learn of the influence of past 
events and personalities on present day affairs.  Through reading, study, 
discussion, visual aids, research and writing, the student learns that the 
past is a prelude to the present.  A multi-cultural approach is used in the 
study of American History.  The first semester includes a review of topics 
relevant to the early development of the United States up to the period 
of Reconstruction.  An in depth study of events from the 1890’s to the 
present makes up the second semester.

UNITED STATES HISTORY (Enriched WT)
1 Unit of Credit (400131/400132)
Prerequisite: “B” or better in 9th or 10th  grade social 
studies

This course is an advanced study of the political, foreign 
policy, and social issues of the United States of America 
from 1789 to the present.  

ADVANCED PLACEMENT US HISTORY (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (400149/400150)
Recommendation : “B” or better in 9th/10th grade 
social studies

This course is designed to be the equivalent to a general U.S. 
History course usually taken in the freshman year of college 
and meets the objectives outlined by the College Board. The 
course will provide the breadth and depth of understanding 
needed to pass the Advanced Placement Examination in May. 
Students are required to take the AP exam.

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT 
½ Unit of Credit (400419/400420)
Corequisite: Paired with Economics

The basic objectives in this course are to instill in the 
student an awareness of American government and 
policy, to arouse student interest in voter participation, 
and to make the students aware of current events 
and how they directly and inderectly impact people.  
Federal, state, and local government, their workings 
and relationship to each other are the subject areas 
covered.  Debates and student papers are used to help 
the student gain a deeper understanding of problems 
faced by our government.  The Constitution test is required 
in this course. This course meets the Illinois State Civics 
requirement for graduation.

ECONOMICS 
½ Unit of Credit (400519/400520)
Corequisite: Paired with American Government 

This course is a study of the American free enterprise 
system -- how our society organizes itself to produce and 
distribute goods and services.  Major emphasis will be 
placed on the laws of supply and demand, economic 
production, theory of the firm, market structures, capi-
talization, and money and banking and if time permits, 
global economic issues.

PSYCHOLOGY 
1 Unit of Credit (400709/400710)

The purpose of this course is to study human behavior and 
how individuals react to environmental factors that affect 
human behavior.  The following topics are addressed dur-
ing the progression of the course: sensation and percep-
tion, learning theories, human development, abnormal 
psychology, and coping strategies.  The students who take 
this course will become knowledgeable of the variables 
that affect the mental state and behavior of others. 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (400749/400750)

The psychology course is designed to introduce students to the 
systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental pro-
cesses of human beings and other animals.  Students exposed 
to the psychological facts, principles and phenomena associated 
with each of the major subfields within psychology.  They also 
learn about the ethics and methods psychologists use in their 
science and practice. The course will provide the breadth and 
depth of understanding needed to pass the Advanced Placement 
Examination in May. Students are required to take the AP exam.

IB PSYCHOLOGY (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (400789/400790)

Psychology is most appropriately defined as the systemic study 
of behavior and experience.  This class occupies an important 
position as a meeting ground for both the natural and social sci-
ences.  The variety of current research areas and applications 
reflect the prominent role of psychology in modern society. 
Richwoods

PSYCH 110 (Introduction to Psychology)(WT)
Early College Credit
½ Unit Credit (400711/400712)
Prerequisite: ACCUPLACER Reading score of 90 or 
higher or ACT Reading score 18 or higher.
 
Psychology is the scientific study of behavior and mental pro-
cesses. This course will introduce the student to fundamentals 
of physiological psychology, sensation and perception, learn-
ing, emotions and motivation, and psychological disorders 
and their treatment. The role of research and the scientific 
method are emphasized throughout the course.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
(WT)
1 Unit of Credit (400449/400450)
Prequisite: Recommendation - United States History 
Enriched or A.P. United States History

This course is designed to provide the equivalent curriculum 
usually taken in the freshman year of college and meets the 
objectives outlined by the College Board. Students will be 
able to identify and explain the formation, function, play-
ers and organizations that make up the American system of 
government based on the following themes: the U.S. Consti-
tution, civil liberties and civil rights, federalism, separation 
of powers, civic responsibility and the role of the media in 
the political arena. The course will provide the breadth and 
depth of understanding needed to pass the Advanced Place-
ment Examination in May. Students are required to take the 
AP exam.
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT EUROPEAN HISTORY (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (400159/400160)

This course is the study of European history since 1450. It intro-
duces students to cultural, economic, political, and social develop-
ments that played a fundamental role in shaping the world in which 
they live. Without this knowledge, we would lack the context for 
understanding the development of contemporary institutions, the 
role of continuity and change in present-day society and politics, 
and the evolution of current forms of artistic expression and intel-
lectual discourse. The course will provide the breadth and depth of 
understanding needed to pass the Advanced Placement Examina-
tion in May. Students are required to take the AP exam.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT HUMAN GEOGRAPHY (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (400359/400360)

This course will introduce students to the systematic study of patterns 
and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and 
alteration of Earth’s surface. Students employ spatial concepts and 
landscape analysis to examine human social organization and its 
environmental consequences. They also learn about the methods 
and tools geographers use in their science and practice.The course 
will provide the breadth and depth of understanding needed to pass 
the Advanced Placement Examination in May. Students are required 
to take the AP exam.

IB HISTORY OF THE AMERICAS (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (400189/400190)
Prerequisite: Must be an IB Diploma Candidate

This course is offered during the first year of a two-year Individu-
als and Societies curriculum.  This is a survey course of North and 
South American history from the first recorded European contacts 
through approximately 1975.  Topics occurring prior to or follow-
ing those dates will also be discussed.  The particular emphasis will 
focus on the period from 1870 to 1970.  This course is designed to 
explore trends and developments, continuity and change through 
time and individual events.  It offers a comparative look at the politi-
cal, social, economic, religious, technological, and cultural histories 
of countries in the Western Hemisphere.  Students will understand 
how and why there can be different accounts of history and the 
criteria upon which they may be judged.
Richwoods
 
IB 20th CENTURY WORLD HISTORY (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (400195/400196)
Prerequisite: Must be an IB Diploma Candidate

Twentieth Century World Topics is the second year study in the 
higher level International Baccalaureate Individuals and Societies 
program.  This course deals with political, social, economic, cultural, 
religious, aesthetic, and technological topics.  This course will guide 
the student to an awareness of differing historical interpretations and 
perspectives. The specific focus of the course is on peacemaking and 
peacekeeping efforts during the inter-war years (1919-36). 
Richwoods

IB SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (400793/400794)

This course presents an opportunity for students to explore 
and understand humankind in all its diversity through 
the comparative study of human cultures and societies.  
Throughout the course, students will come to appreciate how 
anthropology as a discipline contributes to an understanding 
of contemporary issues, such as war and conflict, the 
environment, poverty, and human rights.  The study of 
social and cultural anthropology offers critical insight into 
the continuities as well as the dynamics of social change 
and the development of societies. Students undertaking this 
course will have the opportunity to become acquainted with 
multiple anthropological perspectives, ways of thinking, and 
methods of investigation. Students will develop the capacity 
to recognize preconceptions and assumptions of their own 
social and cultural environments through an exploration of 
both the familiar and unfamiliar worlds of other people.
Richwoods

SOCIOLOGY
1 Unit of Credit (400529/400530)

This course will introduce students to the study of human 
behavior in society.  It will provide an overview of sociol-
ogy, generally including topics such as social institutions 
and norms, socialization and social changes, and the 
relationships among individuals and groups in society.  

http://practice.The


ENGLISH COMPOSITION
1 Unit of Credit (108417/108418)
 
English Composition provides additional support for 
students who need more time to increase their literacy 
competency.  This course will develop the writing 
processes and practices necessary for producing 
successful high school compositions.

CORRECTIVE READING
1 Unit of Credit (108419/108420)

This course emphasizes development and practice 
of reading skills in vocabulary development 
comprehension. The skills are taught using a variety of 
materials including the daily newspaper.

ASSISTED READING
1 Unit of Credit (108429/108430)

This course is a continuation of Corrective Reading and is 
structured to meet the needs of each individual student.

CAREER EXPLORATION
1 Unit of Credit (958409/958410)

This course builds upon materials presented in 
Introduction to Work.  Based on individual student 
needs, this course will continue to emphasize each 
student’s interests and abilities and emphasize self-
assessment through interest and basic skill inventories.  
Included in this course are job seeking skills, job keeping 
skills, career goals, completion of employment forms, 
and exploration of career clusters. 

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS 
1 Unit of Credit (958419/958420)

This course introduces students to the world of work.  
Included in this course are the reasons people work, the 
importance of developing positive attitudes and habits 
toward work, preparation for filling out employment 
forms and interviews, introduction to career clusters, 
use of transportation, and employee rights and 
responsibilities.  

DIVERSIFIED OCCUPATIONS I
1 Unit of Credit (958429/958430)
Prerequisite: Juniors Only

This course is designed to provide the student with work experience 
and/or specific job skills from a community placement.  To assist 
in planning a more appropriate post-secondary educational 
program, the work experience will provide an assessment of an 
individual’s skills and interests as determined by the employer, 
work coordinator, and student.  Specifically, the course will include 
instruction of one class period each school day in addition to a 
student’s job placement in the community.

WORK TRAINING I 
1 Unit of Credit (958439/958440)

This course is based on collaboration between local business 
and/or industry, the pre-vocational work coordinator, the 
individual student and the parent.  This course is credited to 
students who successfully complete a sequence of on-the-job 
training either in a school or community setting.  Students 
may receive pay as well as credit for their work.  On-the-job 
instruction will be done under the supervision of the employer 
and the work coordinator.  Written training agreements 
are developed.  Students must be 16 years of age to be 
eligible and will be responsible for providing his/her own 
transportation or utilize the public transportation system to and 
from the work site.  Most students enrolled in Work training 
are clients of the Department of Rehabilitation Services.  

Students identified with a disability and found eligible for special education are offered courses and 
educational services appropriate to their needs as specified in their Individual Education Plan (IEP). 
Questions concerning courses for special education students should be addressed to the student’s special 
education manager at their respective school or the student’s assigned counselor. Richwoods High School 
offers the Hearing Impaired program. The courses are taught by personnel specially trained to teach hearing 
impaired students. Many of the courses are also taught in regular division, and hearing impaired students 
who are able are encouraged to participate in regular division courses. The Special Education manager, 
Hearing Impaired team, and school counselor will work together with the student/parent for registration. 
Students will work to earn half of the unit(s) of credit listed in the description for each semester, unless it is 
paired with another course.

SPeCIAl edUCATION

63



S
pec

Ia
l e

d
u

c
a

tIo
n

DIVERSIFIED OCCUPATIONS II 
1 or 2 Units of Credit (958431/958432)
Prerequisite: Diversified Occupations I. Seniors Only

This course is a continuation of the skills and materials 
presented in Diversified Occupations I.  This course provides 
students with instruction based on the continued growth 
while also presenting pre-vocational material that is of a 
review nature.  The student is also presented with additional 
components that have a great effect upon his/her future 
success as an employee and as a valuable community 
member.  Much of the material is directly related to the 
individual’s choice of a career and the necessary steps and/
or procedures one must go through to reach his/her specific 
career goals.  Students will develop a personal master plan 
during this course.  This course should be taken in conjunction 
with Work Training II.  (S470 Cooperative Vocational 
Education)

WORK TRAINING II 
1 Unit of Credit (958441/958442)

This course is based upon collaboration between local 
business and/or industry, pre-vocational work coordinator, 
the individual student and the parent.  This course is credited 
to the students who successfully complete a sequence in 
on-the-job training either in a school or community setting.  
Students may receive pay as well as credit for their work.  
On-the-job supervision will be completed by the work 
coordinator and the employer.  Written training agreements 
are developed and agreed upon by the employer, student, 
parent, and the work coordinator.  Students must be 16 years 
of age to be eligible, and will be responsible for providing 
his/her own transportation or utilize public transportation. 
Most students enrolled in work training are clients of the 
Department of Rehabilitation Services.  (S470 Cooperative 
Vocational Education)

CAREER EDUCATION 
1 Unit of Credit (958415/958416)

This course introduces students to the world of work.  
Included in this course of study are the reasons people work, 
the importance of developing positive attitudes and habits 
toward work, preparation for filling out employment forms 
and introduction to the career clusters.  (S100 General 
Orientation to Applied Technology I/II)

WORK ORIENTATION 
1 Unit of Credit (958445/958446)

This course builds upon the materials presented in Career 
Education. Based on individual student needs, this course will 
continue to emphasize each student’s interests and abilities 
as they relate to the world of work.  In this course students 
will receive instruction on the following: jobs seeking skills, 
skills necessary to keep jobs, career goals, and completion of 
employment forms and exploration of career clusters. (S200 
General Orientation to Applied Technology III/IV).

VOCATIONAL ENGLISH I
1 Unit of Credit (108809/108810)
Prerequisite:  9th Grade

This course introduces the essentials of comprehension, 
vocabulary development, composition, spelling, 
grammar, and English usage.  This course provides for 
the development of an instructional program which has 
purpose, meaning, and utility for each student at his/
her particular stage of development.  It also provides 
opportunity for scope and sequence for necessary skills, 
understanding, and attitudes to be learned.

RESOURCE ENGLISH I
1 Unit of Credit (108909/108910)

This course reviews the essentials of comprehension, 
vocabulary development, composition, spelling, 
grammar, and English usage.  Course requirements 
include mastery of standard vocabulary and spelling 
lists.  An introduction to various forms of literature, 
including the short story, novel, drama, and poetry, is 
provided.  In addition, a portion of this course is devoted 
to the development of public speaking.

VOCATIONAL ENGLISH II
1 Unit of Credit (108819/108820)
Prerequisite:  Vocational English I 

This course builds on the skills taught in Vocational 
English I. This constitutes a program of comprehension, 
vocabulary development, composition, spelling, 
grammar, and English usage.  Its importance to the 
student’s future and how he/she will use it is also 
stressed. This course provides for the development of 
an instructional program which has purpose, meaning, 
and utility for each student at his/her particular stage 
of development.  It also provides opportunity for scope 
and sequence for necessary skills, understandings, and 
attitudes to be learned.

RESOURCE ENGLISH II
1 Unit of Credit (108919/108920)
Prerequisite:  Resource English I

This course reviews the essentials of comprehension, 
vocabulary development, composition, spelling grammar 
and English usage.  Course requirements include 
mastery of standard vocabulary and spelling lists.  An 
introduction to various forms of literature, including 
the short story, novel, drama, and poetry is provided.  
In addition, a portion of this course is devoted to the 
development of public speaking.



VOCATIONAL ENGLISH III  
1 Unit of Credit (108829/108830)
Prerequisite: Vocational English I and II

This course is a continuation and development of skills in 
the areas of comprehension, vocabulary development, 
composition, spelling, grammar and English usage.  This 
course provides for the development of an instruction 
program which has purpose, meaning, and utility for 
each student at his/her particular stage of development.  
It also provides opportunity for scope and sequence 
for necessary skills, understandings, and attitudes to be 
learned.

RESOURCE ENGLISH III
1 Unit of Credit (108929/108930)
Prerequisite: Resource English I and II

This course contains the topics outlined in Resource 
English I and II, but the topics receive more in depth 
coverage.  Emphasis is placed on American Literature.  
In addition, a research paper is required.

PRACTICAL VOCATIONAL ENGLISH IV
1 Unit of Credit (108839/108840)
Prerequisite: Vocational English I, II, and III

This course involves intensive review of the fundamentals 
of comprehension, vocabulary development, 
composition, spelling, grammar and English usage.  This 
course provides for the development of an instructional 
program which has purpose, meaning, and utility for 
each student at his/her particular stage of development.  
It also provides opportunity for scope and sequence 
for necessary skills, understandings, and attitudes to be 
learned.

RESOURCE ENGLISH IV
1 Unit of Credit (108939/108940)
Prerequisite: Resource English I, II, and III

This course contains the topics outlined in Resource 
English I, II, and III, but the topics receive more in-depth 
coverage.  Emphasis is placed on American Literature 
or English Literature.  In addition, a research paper is 
required.

APPLIED VOCATIONAL READING I
l Unit of Credit (108811/108812)

This course offers a developmental approach to 
reading allowing for individualization to student needs.  
The aspects of phonetic analysis, structural analysis, 
comprehension, and practical application are included.  
A pre-test will identify specific needs; a post-test will 
measure individual progress in specific areas.

APPLIED VOCATIONAL READING II
l Unit of Credit (108821/108822)
Prerequisite: Applied Vocational Reading I

This course offers a developmental approach to reading 
allowing for individualization to student needs.  The aspects 
of phonetic analysis, structural analysis, comprehension, and 
practical application are included.  A pre-test will identify 
specific needs; a post-test will measure individual progress in 
specific areas.

LITERATURE 
1 Unit of Credit (108209/108210)

This course is designed to further develop reading skills while 
studying various literary forms.  Literary forms to be studied 
include short story, poetry, drama, novel, and essay.  The 
elements of each, literary terms, and author techniques and 
devices will be stressed.  Book reports will be required.

LITERATURE OF A GENRE
1 Unit of Credit (108219/108220)
Prerequisite: Literature

This course is designed to expand a student’s ability to 
read and increase his/her knowledge of literary forms.  It 
is a continuation of Literature.  Specific course content will 
depend on the level of functioning at which the student 
completed Literature.  Book reports will be required.

BRIDGE TO ALGEBRA 
1 Unit of Credit (208109/208110)
 
This is the first course in the 3-year math sequence.
This course is designed to build on middle school mathematics 
to prepare students for success in algebra.  Number topics 
include work with fractions, decimals, percent, integers, ratio 
and proportion.  Two-dimensional geometry is also covered.

BRIDGE TO ALGEBRA/CORE ALGEBRA
1 Unit of Credit (208115/208116)
Prerequisite: Bridge to Algebra

This is the second course in the 3-year math sequence.
This course transitions students into algebra.  Topics of this 
course include the Pythagorean Theorem, area of polygons, 
geometric transformations, and linear functions and 
equations.

CORE ALGEBRA 
1 Unit of Credit (208119/208120)
Prerequisite: Bridge to Algebra, Bridge to Algebra/
Core Algebra

This is the third course in the 3-year math sequence.  
This course builds on the development of linear functions 
and equations by introducing linear inequalities and systems 
of linear equations.  Other topics include quadratic and 
exponential functions.
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LIFE SCIENCE
1 Unit of Credit (308759/308760)

This course gives the student a background in science so 
that he or she may have a workable knowledge of science 
and can apply it to everyday life situations.  Included in this 
course is a study of health and human physiology, weather, 
ecology, and materials of life.  It also includes specific health 
education topics.  

EARTH SCIENCE 
1 Unit of Credit (308729/308730)

The content of this course includes an overview of man 
and his environment.  Major emphasis has been placed 
on studying the earth; its formation makeup, and continual 
change.

SS CIVICS 
1 Unit of Credit (408409/408410)

This course explores the foundation of a good citizen.  Units 
of study include understanding and coping with society; 
the right, duties, privileges, and responsibilities of citizens; 
personalities and attitudes and how they are incorporated 
into family community living.  Basic map skills are also 
included as a unit of study.

SS GEOGRAPHY 
1 Unit of Credit  (408309/408310)

This course is a survey of the physical and economic aspects 
of our world.  Emphasis is placed on how we live in common 
with people around the world and how we share the 
resources of the world.

CONSUMER EDUCATION (Resource Management)
½ Unit of Credit (408729/408730)
Corequisite: Must be paired with Government

The purpose of this course is to help students to learn to 
manage their personal incomes, and to provide students 
with basic information relative to the economic systems and 
related issues.  Practical application of buying, spending 
for necessities and luxuries, budgeting, banking services, 
credit, loans, and taxes are studied.  Consumer rights and 
responsibilities are emphasized.

SS AMERICAN GOVERNMENT
½ Unit of Credit (408429/408430)
Corequisite: Must be paired with Consumer Education

The required American Government course is designed to 
help students understand their government, to encourage 
students to become participants in the governmental process, 
and to make students aware of the current political scene.  
This course assists students with understanding the workings 
of the different levels of government.
 

U.S. HISTORY 
1 Unit of Credit (408129/408130)

This course is required and is a survey of major social, 
political, and economic developments during the history 
of the United States.  The involvement of the United 
States in international relations will be studied.  A 
chronological approach is followed.

STUDY SKILLS
1 Unit of Credit (958329/958330)

This course prepares students for success in high school.  
Students will be provided assistance with their course 
work or projects.  Topics covered in class will be study 
skills, organization, and reading improvement skills. 
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AVID I
1 Unit of Credit (950319/950320)
Prerequisite: 9th grade, Application and Interview

Success 101 is a program of study in which students 
learn organizational and study skills, work on critical 
thinking and ask probing questions, get academic 
help from peers and college tutors, and participate in 
enrichment and motivational activities that make college 
attainable. The goals of the classroom include improved 
self-images and students will become academically 
successful leaders and role models for other students. 
Students will use the AVID (Advancement Via Individual 
Determination) program and focus on developing the 
student’s academic and career goals using the WICR 
method-Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, and Reading.

AVID II
1 Unit of Credit (950321/950322)
Prerequisite: 10th grade, Success 101 or  
Application and Interview

Success 102 is a program of study in which students 
get continued support with organizational and study 
skills.  They will work on critical thinking and ask probing 
questions, get academic help from peers and college 
tutors, and participate in enrichment and motivational 
activities that make college attainable. The goals of the 
classroom include improved self-images and students 
will become academically successful leaders and role 
models for other students. Students will use the AVID 
(Advancement Via Individual Determination) program 
and focus on developing the student’s academic and 
career goals using the WICR method-Writing, Inquiry, 
Collaboration, and Reading.

AVID III
1 Unit of Credit (950323/950324)
Prerequisite: 11th grade, Success 101 & 102 or Appli-
cation and Interview
 
In Success 103 students get continued support with 
organizational and study skills.  They will work on critical 
thinking and ask probing questions, get academic help from 
peers and college tutors, and participate in enrichment and 
motivational activities that make college attainable.  The 
goals of the classroom include improved self-images and 
students will become academically successful leaders and 
role models for other students.  Students will use the AVID 
(Advancement Via Individual Determination) program and 
focus on developing the student’s academic and career goals 
using the WICR method –Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, and 
Reading.

AVID IV
1 Unit of Credit (950325/950326)
Prerequisite: 12th grade, Success 101 – 103, or Ap-
plication and interview
 
The culminating class in a four year sequence in which 
students master their WICOR, writing, inquiry, collaboration, 
organizational, and reading skills. Critical thinking, asking 
probing questions, getting academic help from peers and 
participating in enrichment and motivational activities that 
make college attainable will continue to be emphasized.  The 
goals of the classroom include continuing to strive to improve 
self-images and to develop the academic/extra-curricular 
student leadership qualities within themselves. Students 
will continue to use the AVID (advancement via individual 
determination) college readiness program as they matriculate 
to four year universities through the SUCCESS 104 
experience which will include the college application process, 
completing the FAFSA and searching for and submitting 
scholarship applications.

Students will work to earn half of the unit(s) of credit listed in the description for each semester, unless it is 
paired with another course.



IB THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE (WT)
1 Unit of Credit (400759/400760)
Prerequisite:  IB Diploma Student

Theory of Knowledge (ToK) is a year-long course 
taken during junior year. The ToK student examines the 
philosophical framework of each academic discipline while 
learning to reflect critically and logically on ideas originating 
in the other courses.
Richwoods

FRESHMAN SEMINAR
1 Unit of Credit  (950309/950310)

This course is designed to give students the social and study 
skills they need to engage in active and contextual learning.  
It also introduces students to high school requirements and 
procedures, and demonstrates how school and schoolwork 
are related to adult life and success.
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NOTeS

(WT) - Weighted Course

Prerequisite - requirements that must be met before a student 
can be enrolled

Corequisite - requirements that must be met at the same time a 
student is enrolled, usually referring to two classes that must be 
taken together.

Unit of Credit - the credit earned toward graduation for each 
class. Students will work to earn half of the unit(s) of credit 
listed in the description for each semester, unless it is paired 
with another course. If paired with another course, the student 
will work to earn the full unit of credit listed by the end of the 
semester.
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3202 n. wISconSIn ave.
peorIa, Il 61603

www.peorIapublIcSchoolS.orG

Health Occupations Pathway

Junior Year (Fall)
Bio 106 (Human Biology)

HEOCC 111 (Intro to Health Careers)

Junior Year (Spring)
HEOCC 114 (Intro to Interdisciplinary Health)

 HLTH 121 (Medical Terminology)

Senior Year (Fall)
HLTH 041 (Basic Life Support & CPR)

HLTH 112 (Nursing Asst. Training)
HLTH 116 (Nursing Asst.: Alzheimer’s Disease)

Senior Year (Spring)
MTL 110 (Intro to Medical Lab & Phlebotomy)

Students are eligible to take the IL Nurse Asst./Home Health Aide Competency Exam . Basic entry level skills 
such as human services, habilitation/rehabilitation, phlebotomy, EKG, and medical assisting allow students 

to enter the workforce or continue with post-secondary training for additional health occupations. 

Teacher Pathway

Senior Year (Fall)
EDUC 212 Field Experiences in Education

Senior Year (Spring)
EDUC 213 Diverse Learners

Junior Year (Fall)
EDUC 111 Intro to American Education

Junior Year (Spring)
PSY 110 Psychology

Early Childhood Teacher Pathway

Senior Year (Fall)
CHILD 140 Child, Family, and Community

Senior Year (Spring)
CHILD 235 Teaching Diverse Populations

Junior Year (Fall)
EDUC 213 Diverse Learners

Junior Year (Spring)
CHILD 120 Human Growth and Development

Students in the Teacher pathway will complete at least four program and general courses that are articulated 
requirements for several area universities, allowing students to continue on their pathway after high school 

and be well on their way toward completing a Bachelor’s Degree in primary or secondary education.

Students in the Early Childhood Teacher pathway will complete at least four program courses in ICC’s Associate in 
Applied Science program, preparing students to continue their training and begin employment in the early childhood 

education field by educating them in fundamental concepts, knowledge, and hands-on techniques.

http://www.peoriapublicschools.org

